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LETTER I. 

Coniinuation of the Suhject, and of Mistakes m the 

Knowledge of Truth, 

Thb three classes of truths which I have now un- 
folded are the only sources of all our knowledge ; 
all being derived from our own experience, from 
reasoning, or from the report of others. 

It is not easy to determine which of these three 
sources contributes most to the increase of know- 
ledge. Adam and Eve must have derived theirs 
chiefly from the two first ; God, however, revealed 
many things to them, the knowledge of which is to 
be referred to the third source, as neither their own 
experience nor their powers of reasoning could 
have conducted them so far. 

Without recurring to a period so remote, we are 
auflSciently convinced, that if we were determined ta 
believe nothing of what we hear from others, or read 
in their writings, we should be in a state of almost 
total ignorance. It is very far, however, from being 
our duty to believe every thing that is said^ or that 
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we read. We ou^ht constantly to employ our cfo* 
cerning faculties, not only with respect to truths of 
the third class, but likewise of the two others. 

We are so liable to suffer ours^ves to be dazzled 
by the senses, and to mistake in our reasonings, that 
the very sources laid open by the Creator for the 
discovery of truth very frequently plunge us into 
error. Notions of the third class, therefore, ought 
not in reason to fall under suspicion, any more than 
such as belong to the other two. We ought, there- 
fore, to be equally on our guard against deception, 
whatever be the class to which the notion belongs ; 
for we find as many instances of error in the first 
and second classes as in the third. The same thing 
holds with regard to the certainty of the particular 
articles of knowledge which these three sources sup- 
ply ; and it cannot be affirmed that the truths of any 
one order have a surer foundation than those of 
another. Each class is liable to errors, by which we 
may be misled ; but there are likewise precautions 
which, carefully observed, furnish us with nearly 
the same degree of conviction. I do not know 
whether you are more thoroughly convinced of this 
truth, that two triangles which have the same base 
and the same height are equal to one another, than 
of this, that the Russians have been at Berlin; 
though the former is founded on a chain of accurate 
reasoning, whereas the la\ter depends entirely on 
the veracity of your informer. 

Respecting the truths, therefore, of each of these 
classes, we must rest satisfied with such proofs as 
correspond to their nature ; and it would be ridicu- 
lous to insist upon a geometrical demonstration of 
the truths of experience, or of history. This is 
usually the fault of those who make a bad use of their 
penetration in intellectual truths, to require mathe- 
matical demonstration in proof of all the truths of 
religion, a great part of which belongs to the third 
class. 
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*rhere are persons determined to believe and admit 
nothing but what they see and touch; whatever you 
would prove to them by reasoning, be it ever so solid, 
they are disposed to suspect, unless you place it 
before their eyes. Chy mists, anatomists, and nat- 
ural philosophers, who employ themselves wholly 
in making experiments, are most chargeable with 
this fault. Every thing that the one cannot melt in 
his crucible, or the other dissect with his scalpel, 
they reject as unfounded. To no purpose would you 
speak to them of the qualities and nature of the soul ;. 
they admit nothing but what strikes the senses. 

Thus, the particular kind of study to which every 
one is addicted has such a powerful influence on his 
mumer of thinking, that the natural philosopher 
and chymist will have nothing but experiments, and 
tbe geometrician and logician nothing but argu- 
ments; which constitute, however, proofs entirely 
different, the one attached to the first class, the 
other to the second, which ought always to be care- 
ftlly distinguished, according to the nature of the 
objects. 

But can it be possible that persons should exist 
-who, wholly absorbed in pursuits pertaining to the 
tkird class, call only for proofs derived from that 
saurce T 1 have known some of this description, who, 
totally devoted to the study of history and antiquity, 
vould admit nothing as true but what you could 
prove by history, or the authority of some ancient 
author. They perfectly agree with you respecting 
the truth of the propositions of Euclid, but merely 
on the authority of that aufhor, without paying any 
attention to the demonstrations by which he sup- 
ports them ; they even imagine that'the contrary of 
these propositions might be true, if the ancient geome- 
tricians had thought proper to maintain it. 

This is a source of error which retards many in 
the pursuit of truth ; but we find it rather among 
the learned, than among those who are beginning to 

Vol. II.— B 
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apply themselves to the study of the scietices. We 
ought to have no predilection in favour of any one 
of the three species of proofs which each ^lass re- 
quires; and provided they are sufficient in their 
kind, we are bound to admit them. 

/ have seen or felt, is the proof of the first class. 
I can demonstrate it, is that of the second : we like- 
wise say, / know it is so. Finally, / receive it on the^ 
testimony of persons worthy of credit, or I believi tf 
on solid grounds, is the proof of the third class. 

^th April, 1761. 



LETTER II. 

First Class of known Truths. Conviction that Thirds ' 
exist externally, corresponding to the Ideas repte* 
sented by the Senses, Objection of the Pyrrhonism* 
Reply. 

We include in the first class of known truths 
those which we acquire immediately by means df 
the senses. I have already remarked, that they mt 
only supply the soul with certain representations n- 
lative to the changes produced in a part of the brain; 
but that they excite there a conviction of the real 
existence of things external, corresponding to ih^ 
ideas which the senses present to us. 

The soul is frequently compared to a man shut iij> 
m a dark room, in which the images of external ob- 
jects are represented on the wall by means of a glasa 
This comparison is tolerably just, as far as it respects 
the man looking at the images on the wall ; for this 
act is sufficiently similar to that of the soul, contem- 
plating the impressions made in the brain ; but liie 
comparison appears to me extremely defective, as 
far as it reapects the conviction that the objects 
which occasion these images really exist. 

The man in the dark room will immediately su»- 
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'peot the existence of these objects ; and if he has 
no doQbt about the matter, it is because he has been 
out of .doors, and has seen them ; besides this, 
knowing the nature of his glass, he is assured that 
nothing dan be represented on the wall but the im- 
ages of'the objects which are without the chamber 
before the glass. But this is not the case with the 
soul ; it has never quitted its place of residence to 
contemplate the objects themselves ; and it knows 
still less, the construction of the sensitive organs, 
and the nerves which terminate in the brain. It is 
nevertheless much more powerfully convinced of 
the real existence of objects than our man in the 
dark room possibly can be. I am apprehensive of 
no objection on this snbject, the thing being too clear 
of itself to admit any, though we do not know the 
true fomidation of it. No one ever entertained any 
doubt about it, except certain visionaries who have 
bewildered themselves in their own reveries- 
Though they say that they doubt the existence of 
external objects, they entertain no such- doubt in 
fact; for why would they have affirmed it, unless 
they had believed the existence of other men, to 
whom they wished to communicate their extrava^ 
gant opinions. 

This /conviction respecting the existence of the 
things whose images the senses represent, appears 
not only in men of every age and condition, but 
likewise in all animals, l^edog which barks at me 
has no doubt of my existence, though his soul per- 
ceives but a slight image of my person. Hence I 
conclude, that this conviction is essentially con- 
nected with our sensations, and that the truths which 
the senses convey to us are as well founded as the 
most undoubted truths of geometry. 

Without this conviction no human societj could 
-subsist, for we should be continually falling mto the 
greatest absurdities, and the grossest contr^ictions. 

Were the peasantry to dream of dot^ting atx>iit 
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the existence of their bailiff, or soldiers -about that 
of their officers, into what confusion should we be 
plunged ! Such absurdities are entertained only by 
philosophers ; any other giving himself up to them 
would be considered as having lost his reason. Let 
us then acknowledge this conviction as one of the 
principal laws of nature, and that it is complete, 
though we are absolutely ignorant of its true rea- 
sons, and very far from being able to explain them 
in an intelligible manner. 

However important this reflection may be, it is 
by no means, however, exempted from difficulties ; 
but were they ever so great, and though it might be 
impossible for us to solve them, they do not in the 
smallest degree affect the truth which I have just es- 
tablished, and which we ought to consider as the 
post solid foundation of human knowledge. 

It must be allowed that our senses sometimes de- 
ceive us ; and hence it is that those subtile philoso- 
phers who value themselves on doubting of every 
thing deduce the consequence, that we ought never 
to depend on our senses. I have perhaps oftener 
than once met an unknown person in the street, 
whom I mistook for an acquaintance : as I was de- 
ceived in that instance, nothing prevents my being 
alwisiys deceived ; and I am, therefore, never assured 
that the person to whom I speak is in reality the 
one I imagine. 

Were I to go to Magdeburg, and to present my- 
self to your highness, I ought always to be appre- 
hensive of grossly mistaking : nay, perhaps I should 
not be at Magdeburg, for there are instances of a 
roan^s sometimes taking one city for another. It is 
even possible I may never have had the happiness 
of seeing you, but was always under the power of 
delusion when I thought myself to be enjoying that 
felicity. 

Such are the natural consequences resulting from 
Ihe sentiments of certain philosophers ; and yoii 
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oiust be abundantly sensible that they not only lead 
to manifest absurdity, but have a tendency to dis- 
.solve all the bonds of so<;iety. 
7th Aprils, 1761. 



LETTER III. 

jLnot?i€r Objection of the Pyrrhonists against the Cet" 
tainty of Truths perceived by the Senses. Reply ; 
and Precautions for attaining Assurance of Sensible 
Truths. 

Though the objection raised against the certainty 
*of truths perceived by the senses, of which I have 
ijeen speaking, may appear sufficiently powerful, at- 
tempts have been made to give it additioiiai support 
tfrom the well-known maxim, that we ought never to 
trust him who has once deceived us. A single ex- 
ample, therefore, of mistake .in the senses, is suf- 
ficient to destroy all their credit. If this objection is 
well founded, it must be admitted that human soci- 
ety is, of course, completely subverted. 

By way of reply, I remark, that the two other 
sources of knowledge are subject to difficulties of a 
similar nature, nay, perhaps still .more formidable. 
How often are our reasonings erroneous ! I venture 
to affirm, that we are much more frequently de- 
ceived by these than jby our senses. But does it 
follow that our reasonings sure always fallacious, and 
that \^e can have no dependence on any truth dis- 
covered to us by the understanding 1 It must be a 
matter of doubt, then, whether two and two make 
four, or whether the three angles of a triangle be 
equal to two right angles ; it would even be ridicu- 
lous to pretend that this should pass for truth. 
Though, therefore, men may have frequently rea- 
>8oned inconclusively, it would be almost absurd to 

B2 
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infer that there are not many intellectual truths of 
which we have the tnost complete conviction. 

The same remark applies to the third source of 
human knowledge, which is unquestionably the most 
subject to error. How often have we been deceived 
by a groundless rumour, or false report, respecting 
certain events ! And who would be so weak as to 
believe all that gazetteers and historians have writ- 
ten T At the same time, whoever should think of 
maintaining that every thing related or written by 
others is &se would undoubtedly fall into greater 
absurdities than the person who believed every thing. 
Accordingly, notwithstanding so many groundless 
reports and false testimonies, we are perfectly assured 
of the truth of numberless facts, of which we have 
no evidence but testimony. 

There are certain characters which enable us to 
distinguish truth ; and each of the three sources has 
characters peculiar to itself. When my eyes have 
deceived me, in mistaking one man for another, I 
presently discover my error: it is evident, there- 
fore, that precautions may be used for the prevention 
of error. If there were not, it would be impossible 
ever to perceive that we had been deceived. Those, 
then, who maintain that we so often deceive our- 
selves are obliged to admit that it is possible for us 
to perceive we have been deceived, or they must ac- 
knowledge that they themselves are deceived when 
they charge us with error. 

It is remarkable, that truth is so well established 
that the most violent propensity to doubt of every 
thing must come to this, in spite of itself. There- 
fore, as logic prescribes rules for just reasoning, the 
.observance of which will secure us from error, 
where intellectual truth is concerned; there are 
likewise certain rules, as well for the first source, 
that of our senses, as for the third, that of belief 

The rules of the first are so natural to us, that aU 
men, the most stupid not excepted, understand and 
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practise them much better than the sp^eatest ftcliolar» 
are able to describe them. Though it may be easy 
sometimes to confound a clown, yet when the hah 
destroys his crop, or the thunder breaks upon his 
cottage, the most ingenious philosopher will never 
persuade him that it was a mere iUusion ; and every 
man of sense must admit that the country-fellow is 
in the right, and that he is not always the dupe of 
the fallaciousness of his senseis. The philosopher 
may be able, perhaps, to perplex him to such a de- 
gree that he shall be unable to reply ; but he will 
inwardly treat all the fine reasonings which at- 
tempted to confound him with the utmost scorn. 
The argument, that the senses sometimes deceive 
us, will make but a very slight impression on his 
mind ; and when he is told, with the greatest elo- 
<)uence, that every thing the senses represent to us 
•has no more reality than the visions or the night, it 
wiU only provoke laughter. 

But if the clown should pretend to play the phi- 
losopher in his turn, and maintain that the*^ bailiff is 
a mere phantom, and that all who consider him as 
something real, and submit to his authority, are 
fools; this sublime philosophy would be in a mo- 
ment overturned, and the leader of the sect soon 
made to feel, to his cost, the force of the proofs which 
the bailiff could give him of the reality of his ex- 
istence. 

You must be perfectly satisfied, then, that there 
are certain characters which destroy every shadow 
of doubt respecting the reality and truth of what we 
know by the senses ; and these same characters are 
so well known, and so strongly impressed on our 
minds, that we are never deceived when we empl<^ 
the precautions necessary to that effect. But it is 
extremely difficult to make an exact enumeration of 
these characters, and to explain their nature. We 
commonly say, ti^at the sensitive organs ought to be 
in a good natural state ; that the air ought not to be 
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obscured by a fog ; finally, that we must employ a 
suflcient degree of attention, and endeavour, above 
all things, to examine the same object by two or 
more of our senses at once. But I am firmly per- 
suaded that every one knows, and puts in practice, 
rules much more solid than any which could be pre- 
scribed to him. 
nth April, 1761. 



LETTER IV. 

Of Demonstrative, Physical, and particularly of- Moral 

Certainty, 

Thkbe are, therefore, three species of knowledge 
which we must consider as equally certain, provided 
we employ the precautions necessary to secure us 
against error. And hence likewise result three 
species of certainty. 

The first is called physical certainty. When I am 
convinced of the truth of any thing, because 1 myself 
have seen it, I have a physical certainty of it ; and 
if I am asked the reason, I answer, that my own 
senses give me full assurance of it, and that I am, 
or have been, an eyewitness of it. It is thus I 
know that Austrians have been at Berlin, and that 
some^ of them committed great irregularities there. 
I know, in the Same manner, that fire consumes all 
combustible substances ; for I myself have seen it, 
and I have a physical certainty of its truth. 

The certainty which we acquire by a process of 
reasoning is called logical or demonstrative certainty, 
because we are convinced of its truth by demonstra- 
tion. The truths of geometry may here be produced 
as examples, and it is logical certamty which gives us 
the assurance of them. 

Finally, the certainty which we have of the truth 
0i What we know only by the report of others is 



AND MORAL CERTAINTY. 21 

called moral certatnty,^ because it is founded on the 
credibility of the persons who make the report. Thus 
you have only a moral certainty that the Russians 
have been at Berlin ; and the same thing applies to 
all historical facts. We know with a moral certainty 
that there was formerly at Rome a Julius Caesar, 
an Augustus, a Nero, &c., and the testimonies 
respecting these are so authentic, that we are as 
fully convinced of them as of the truths which we 
discover by our senses, or by a chain of fair rear 
soning. 

We must take care, however, not to confound 
these three species of certainty — ^physical, logical, 
and moral — each of which is of a nature totally dif- 
ferent from the others. I propose to treat of each 
separately ; and shall begin with a more particular 
e3q)lanation of moral certainty, which is the third 
species. 

It is to be attentively remarked, that this third 
source divides into two branches, according as others 
simply relate what they themselves have seen, or 
made full proof of by their senses, or as they com- 
municate to us, together with these, their reflections 
and reasonings upon them. We might add still a 
third branch, when they relate what they have heard 
from others. 

As to this third branch, it is generally allowed to 
be very liable to error, and that a witness is to be 
believed only respecting what he himself has seen or 
experienced . Accordingly, in courts of justice, when 
witnesses are examined, great care is taken to dis- 
tinguish, in their declarations, what they themselves 
have seen and experienced, fromi what they fre- 
i]uently add of their reflections and reasonings upon 
it. Stress is laid only on what they themselves have 
seen or experienced ; but their reflections, and the 
conclusions which they draw, however well founded 
they may otherwise be, ai^ entirely set aside. The 
same maxim is observed with respect to historiana ; 
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and we wish them to relate only what they, them- 
selves have witnessedf without pursuing the reflec- 
tions which they so frequently annex, though these 
may be a great ornament to history. Thus we have 
a greater dependence on the truth of what others 
have experienced by their own senses, than on what 
they have discovered by pursuing their meditations. 
Every one wishes to be master of his own judgment ; 
and unless he himself feels the foundation and the 
demonstration, he is not persuaded. 

Euclid would in vain have announced to us the 
most important truths of geometry ; we should never 
have believed him on his word, but have insisted 
on prosecuting the demonstration step by step our- 
selves. If I were to tell you that I had seen such 
i9r such a thing, supposing my report faithful, you 
Would without hesitation give credit to it; nay, I 
should be very much mortified if you were to sus- 
pect me of falsehood. But when I inform you that 
an a right-angled triangle, the squares described on 
the two smaller sides are together equal to the square 
of the greater side, I do not wish to be believed on 
my word, thoug^ I am as much convinced of it as 
it is possible to De of any thing ; and though I could 
alle^, to the same purpose, the authority of the 
greatest geniuses who have had the same conviction, 
I should rather wish you to discredit my assertion, 
and to withhold your assent, till you yourself com* 
prehended the solidity of the reasonings on which 
the demonstration is founded. 

It does not follow, however, that physical cer- 
tainty, or that which the senses supply, is greater 
than logical certainty, founded on reasoning; but 
whenever a truth of this species presents itself, it is 
proper that the mind should give close application 
to itj, and become master of the demonstration. 
This is the best method of cidtivating the sciences, 
and of carrying them to the highest degree of per« 
lection. 
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The truths of the senses, and of history, greatly 
multiply the particulars of human knowledge ; but 
the faculties of the mind are put in action only by 
reflection or reasoning. 

We never stop at the simple evidence of the, 
senses, or the facts related by others ; but always 
follow them up and blend them with reflections of 
our own : we insensibly supply what seems deficient, 
by the addition of causes and motives, and the de- 
duction of consequences. It is extremely dificult, 
for this reason, in courts of justice, to procure sim- 
ple unblended testimony, such as contains what the 
witnesses actually saw and felt, and no more ; for 
witnesses ever will be mingling their own reflections, 
without perceiving that they are doing so, 

lith April, 1761. 



LETTER V. 

Hemarks that the Senses contrihute to the Increase of 
Knowledge; and Precautions for acquiring the Cer-' 
tainty of Historical Truths. 

The knowledge supplied by our senses is un- 
doubtedly the earliest which we acquire ; and upon 
this the soul founds the thoughts and reflections 
which discover to it a great variety of intellectual 
truths. In order the better to comprehend how the 
senses contribute to the advancement of knowledge^ 
I begin with remarking, that the senses act only on 
individual things, which actually exist under circum- 
stances determined or limited on all sides. 

Let us suppose a man suddenly placed in the 
world, possessed of all his faculties, but entirely des- 
titute of experience ; let a stone be put in his hand, 
let him then open that hand, and observe that the 
stone falls. This is an experiment limited on all 
sides, which gives him no information, except thait 
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this stone, being in the left hand, for example, and 
dropped, falls to the ground; he is by no means 
absolutely certain that the same effect would ensue 
were he to take another stone, or the same stone, 
with his right hand. It is still uncertain whether 
this stone, under the same circumstances, would 
again fall, or whether it would have fallen had it 
been taken up an hour sooner. This experiment 
alone gives him no light respecting these particu- 
lars. 

The man in question takes another stone, and 
observes that it faUs likewise, whether dropped from 
the right hand or from the left : he repeats the ex- 
periment with a third and a fourth stone, and uni- 
formly observes the same effect. He hence con- 
cludes that stones have the property of falling when 
dropped, or when that which supports them is with- 
drawn. 

Here then is an article of knowledge which the 
man has derived from the experiments which he has 
made. He is very far from having made trial of 
every stone, or, supposing him to have done so, 
what certainty has he that the same thing would 
happen at all times ? He knows nothing as to this, 
except what concerns the particular moments when 
he made the experiments ; and what assurance has 
he that the same effect would take place in the 
hands of another man! Might he not think that 
this quality of making stones fall was attached to 
his hands exclusively ? A thousand other doubts 
might still be formed on the subject. 

I have never, for example, made trial of the stones 
which compose the cathedral church of Magdeburg, 
and yet I have not the least doubt that all of them, 
without exception, are heavy, and that each of them 
would fall as soon as detached from the building. 
I even imagine that experience has supplied me with 
this knowledge, though I have never tried any one 
of those stones. 
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This example is sufficient to show how experi- 
ments made on individual objects only have led 
mankind to the knowledge of universal propositions; 
but it must be admitted that the understanding and 
the other faculties of the soul interfere in a manner 
which it would be extremely difficult clearly to un- 
fold ; and if we were determined to be over-scrupu- 
lous about every circumstance, no progress in sci- 
ence could be made, for we should be stopped short 
at every step. 

It must be allowed, that the vulgar discover in 
this respect much more good sense than those scru- 
pulous philosophers who are obstinately determined 
to doubt of every thing. It is necessary, at the same 
time, to be on our guard against falling into the 
opposite extreme, by neglecting to employ the 
necessary precautions. 

The tluree sources from which our knowledge is 
derived require all of them certain precautions, 
which must be carefully observed, in order to ac- 
quire assurance of the truth ; but it is possible, in 
each) to carry matters too far, and it is always proper 
to steer a middle course. 

The third source clearly proves this. It would 
undoubtedly be extreme folly to believe every thing 
that is told us ; but excessive distrust would be no 
less blameworthy. He who is determined to doubt 
of every thing will never want a pretence ; when a 
man says or writes that he has seen such or such 
an action, we may say at once that it is not true, and 
that the man takes amusement in relating things 
which may excite surprise ; and if his veracity is 
beyond suspicion, it might be said that he did not 
see clearly, that his eyes were dazzled ; and exam- 
ples are to be found in abundance of persons deceiv- 
ing themselves, falsely imagining they saw what 
they did not. The rules prescribed in this respect 
lose all their weight when you have to do with a 
wrangler. 

Vol. II.— C 
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Usaally, in order to be ascertained of the troth of 
a recital or history, it is required that the author 
should have been himself a witi^ess of what he re- 
lates, and that he should have no interest in relating 
it differently from the truth. If afterward two or 
more persons relate the same thing, with the same 
circumstances, it is justly considered as a strong 
confirmation. Sometimes, however, a coincidence 
carried to extreme minuteness becomes suspicious. 
For two persons observing the same incident see it 
in different points of view ; and the one will always 
discern certain little circumstances which the other 
must have overlooked. A slight difference in two 
several accounts of the same event rather estab- 
lishes than invalidates the truth of it. 

But it is always extremely difficult to reason on 
the first principles of our knowledge, and to attempt 
an explanation of the mechanism and of the moving 
powers which the soul employs. It would be glo- 
rious to succeed in such an attempt, as it would 
elucidate a great variety of important points respect- 
ing the nature of the soul and its operations. But 
we seem destined rather to make use of our facul- 
ties, than to trace their nature through all its depths. 

ISthAprily 1761. 



LETTER VI. 

Whether the Essence of Bodies be known by us. 

After so many reflections on the nature and 
faculties of the soul, you will not perhaps be dis- 
pleased to return to the consideration of body, the 
principal properties of which I have already en- 
deavoured to explain. 

I have remarked, that the nature of body neces- 
sarily contains three things, extension^ impenetrability, 
and inertia ; so that a being in which these three prop- 
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ertles do not meet at once cannot be admitted into 
the class of bodies ; and reciprocally, when they are 
united in any one being, no one will hesitate to ac- 
knowledge it for a body. 

In these three things, then^ we are warranted to 
constitute the essence of body, though there are 
many philosophers who pretend that the essence of 
bodies is wholly unknown to us* This is not only 
the opinion of the Pyrrhonists, who doubt of every 
thing ; but there are other sects Ukewise who main- 
tain that the essence of all things is absolutely un* 
known: and, no doubt, in certain respects they have 
truth on their side : this is but too certain as to all 
the individual beings which exist. 

You will easily comprehend, that it would be the 
height. of absurdity were I to pretend so much as to 
know the essence of the pen which I employ in 
writing this Letter. If I knew the essence of this 
pen (I speak not of pens in general, but of that one 
only now between my fingers, which is an individual 
bein^j as it is called in metaphysics, and which is 
distinguished from all the other pens in the world), 
if I knew, then, the essence of this individual pen, I 
should be in a condition to distinguish it from every 
other, and it would be impossible to change it with- 
out my perceiving the change; I must know its 
nature thoroughly, the number and the arrangement 
of all the parts whereof it is composed. But how 
far am I from having such a knowledge ! Were I to 
rise but for a moment, one of my children might 
easily change it, leaving another in its room, witii- 
out my perceiving the difference ; and were I ev«n 
to pat a mark upon it, how easily might that mark 
be counterfeited on another pen. And supposing 
this impossible for my children, it must always be 
admitted as possible for God to make another pen 
so- similar to this that I should be uns^le to discern 
any difference. It would be, however, another pen, 
really distinguishable from mine, and God would 
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undoubtedly know the difference of them ; in other 
words, God perfectly knows the essence of both 
the one and the other of these two pens : but as to 
me, who discern no difference, it is certain that the 
essence is altogether beyond my knowledge. 

The same observation is applicable to all other 
individual things ; and it may be confidently main- 
tained, that God alone can know the essence or 
nature of each. It were impossible to fix on any 
one thing really existing of which we could have a 
knowledge so perfect as to put us beyond the reach 
of mistake : this is, if I may use the expression, the 
impress of the Creator on all createa things, the 
nature of which will ever remain a mystery to us^ 

It is undoubtedly certain, then, that we do not 
know the essence of individual things, or all the 
characters whereby each is distinguished from every 
other; but the case is different with respect to 
genera and species : these are general notions which 
mclude at once an infinite number of individual 
things. They are not beings actually existing, but 
notions which we ourselves form in our minds when 
we arrange a great many individual things in the 
same class, which we denominate a species or 
genus, according as the number of individual things 
vdiich it comprehends is greater or less. 

And to return to the example of the pen, as there 
are an infinite number of things to each of which I 
give the same name, though they all differ one from 
another, the notion of pen is a general idea, of which 
we ourselves are the creators, and which exists 
only in our own minds. This notion contains but 
the common characters which constitute the essence 
of the general notion of a pen ; and this essence 
must be well known to us, as we are in a condition 
to distinguish all the things which we call peng 
from those which we do not comprehend under that 
appellation. 

As soon as we remark in any thing certain char 
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acters, or certain qualities, we say it is a pen : and 
we are in a condition to distinguish it from all other 
things which are not pens, though we are very far 
from being able to distinguish it from other pens. 

The more general a notion is, the fewer it contains 
of the characters which constitute its essence ; and 
it is accordingly easier also to discover this essence. 
We comprehend more easily what is meant by a 
tree in general than by the term cherry-tree, pear- 
tree, or apple-tree ; that is, when we descend to the 
species. When I say such an object which I see in 
the garden is a tree, I run little risk of being mis- 
taken; but it is extremely possible I might be wrong 
if I affirmed it was a cherry-tree. It follows, then, 
that I know much better the essence of tree in 
general than of the species ; I should not so easily 
confound a tree with a stone as a cherry-tree with 
a plum-tree. 

Now a notion in general extends infinitely fur- 
ther; its essence accordingly comprehends only 
the characters which are common to all beings bear- 
ing the name of bodies. It is reduced, therefore, to 
a very few particulars, as we must exclude from it 
all the characters which distinguish one body from 
another. 

It is ridiculous, then, to pretend with certain phi- 
losophers that the essence of bodies in general is 
unknown to us. If it were so, we should never be 
in a condition to affirm with assurance that such a 
thing is a body, or it is not ; and as it is impossible 
we should be mistaken in this respect, it necessarily 
follows that we know sufficiently the nature or es- 
sence of body in general. Now this knowledge is 
reduced to three articles: extension, impenetrabSityy 
and inertia. 

^Ist Apnl, 1761. 
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LETTER VII. 

The True Notion of Extension, 

I HATE already demonstrated that the general 
notion of body necessarily comprehends these three 
qualities, extension, Impenetrability, and inertia, 
without which no being can be ranked in the class 
of bodies. Even the most scrupulous must allow 
the necessity of these three qualities in order to 
constitute a body ; but the doubt with some is. Are 
these three characters sufficient? Perhaps, say 
they, there may be several other characters which 
are equally necessary to the essence of body. 

But I ask, were God to create a being divested of 
these other unknown characters, and that it pos- 
sessed only the three above mentioned, would they 
hesitate to give the name of body to such a being? 
No, assuredly ; for if they had the least doubt on the 
subject, they could not say with certainty that the 
stones in the street are bodies, because they are not 
sure whether the pretended unknown characters are 
to be found in them or not. 

Some imagine that gravity is an essential property 
of all bodies, as Ml those which we know are heavy-; 
but were God to divest them of gravity, would they 
therefore cease to be bodies ? Let them consider 
the heavenly bodies, which do not fall downward ; 
as must be the case il they were heavy as the bodies 
Which we touch, yet they give them the same name. 
And even on the supposition that all bodies were 
heavy, it would not follow that gravity is a property 
essential to them, for a body would still remain a 
body, though its gravity were to be destroyed by a 
miracle. 

But this reasoning does not apply to the three es- 
43eatial properties above mentioned. Were God to 
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annihilate the extension of a body, it would cer- 
tainly be no longer a body; and a body divested 
of impenetrability would no longer be body; it 
would be a spectre, a phantom : the same holds as 
to inertia. 

You know that extension is the proper object of 
geometry, which considers bodies only in so far as 
they are extended, abstractedly from impenetrability 
and inertia ; the object of geometry, therefore, is a 
notion much more general than that of body, as it 
comprehends, not only bodies, but all things simply 
extended, without impenetrability, if any such there 
be. Hence it follows that all the properties deduced* 
in geometry fromtne notion of extension must like- 
wise take place in bodies, inasmuch as they are ex- 
tended ; for whatever is applicable to a more general 
uotion, to that of a tree, for example, must likewise 
be applicable to the notion of an oak, an ash, an 
eltn, &c, ; and this principle is even the foundation 
of all the reasonings in virtue of which we al way« 
affirm and deny of the species, and of individuals, 
erery thing that we affirm and deny of tlie genus. 

There are however philosophersr, particularly 
among our contemporaries, who >oldly deny that 
the properties applicable to extension in general, 
that is, according as we consi(J^r them in geometry^ 
take place in bodies really /existing. They allege 
that geometrical extension fe an abstract being, from 
the properties of which it is impossible to draw any 
conclusion with respect to real objects ; thus, when 
I have demonstrated that the three angles of a tri- 
angle are together equal to two right angles, this is 
a property belonging only to an abstract triangle, 
and not at all to one really existing. 

But these philosophers are not aware of the per- 
plexing consequences which naturally result from 
the difference which they establish between objects 
formed by abstraction and real objects ; and if it 
were not permitted to conclude from the first to the 
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last, no ooncluslon, and no reasoning whatever, 
could subsist, as we always conclude from general 
notions to ftarticular. 

Now all general notions are as much abstract 
beings as geometrical extension; and a tree in 
general, or the general notion of trees, is formed 
only by abstraction, and no more exists out of our 
mind than geometrical extension does. The notion 
of man in general is of the same kind, and man in 

feneral nowhere exists : all men who exist are in- 
iridual beings, and correspond to individual notions. 
The general idea which comprehends all is formed 
only hy abstraction. 

The fault which these philosophers are ever find- 
ing with geometricians, for employmg themselves 
about abstractions merely, is therefore groundless, 
a» all other sciences principally turn on general no- 
tions, which are no more read than the objects of 
geometry. The patient, in general, whom the phy- 
mcian has in view, and the idea of whom contains 
all patients really existing, is only an abstract idea ; 
nay, the very merit of each science is so much the 
greater, as it extends to notions more general, that 
is to say, more abstract. 

I shall endeavour by next post to point out the 
tendency of the cenwires pronounced by these phi- 
losophers upon geometricians ; and the reasons why . 
they are unwilling that we should ascribe to real ex- 
tended beings, that is, to existing bodies, the proper- 
ties applicable to extension in general, or to ab- 
stracted extension. They are afraid lest their meta- 
physical principles should suffer in the cause. 
85M Apnl, 1761. 
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LETTER VIII. 
DknsibUity of Extension in infinitum. 

The controversy between modem philosophers 
and geometricians, to which I have alluded, turns on 
the divisibility of body. This property is undoubt- 
edlv founded on extension ; and it is only in so far 
as bodies are extended that they are divisible, and 
capable of being reduced to parts. 

You will recoBect that Fig. 38. 

in geometry it is always AycD ET^gi 
possible to divide a line, 
however small, into two 
equal p^ts. We are 
likewise by that science 
instructed in the method 
of dividing a small line, 
as a t, Fig, 38, into any 
number of equal parts at 
pleasure: and the con- 
struction of this division 
is there demonstrated 
beyond the possibility of 
doubting its accuracy. 

You have only to draw 
a line A 1 parallel to a i 
of any length, and at any 
distance you please, and 
to divide it into as many 
equal parts AB, BC, CD, 
DE, kc. as the small 
line given is to have divisions, say eight. Draw 
afterward, through the extremities A a, and 1 1, the 
straight lines A a O, I i O, till they meet in the point 
O ; and from draw towards the points of division 
B, G, D, E, &c. the straight lines OB, OC, OD, 0£, 
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&c., which shall likewise divide the small line at 
into eight equal parts. 

This operation may be performed, however small 
the given line at, and however great the number of 
parts into which you propose to divide it. ]t is true 
that in execution we are not permitted to go too 
far ; the lines which we draw have always some 
breadth, whereby they are at length confounded, as 
may be seen in the figure near the point ; but the 
question is, not what may be possible for us to exe- 
cute, but what is possible in itself. Now, in geome- 
try lines have no breadth, and consequently can 
never be confounded. Hence it follows that such 
division is illimitable. 

If it is once admitted that a line may be divided 
into a thousand parts, by dividing each part into two 
it will be divisible into two thousand parts, and for 
the same reason into four thousand, ahd into eight 
thousand, without ever arriving at parts indivisible. 
However small a line may be supposed, it is still 
divisible into halves, and each half again into two, 
and each of these again in like manner, and so on 
to infinity. 

What I have said of a line is easily applicable to 
a surface, and, with greater strength of reasoning, 
to a solid endowed with three dimensions, — length, 
breadth, and thickness. H ence it is affirmed that all 
extension is divisible to infinity ; and this property is 
denominated divisibility in infimlum. 

Whoever is disposed to deny this property of ex- 
tension is under the necessity of maintaining that it 
is possible to arrive at last at parts so minute as to 
be unsusceptible of any further division, because 
they cease to have any extension. Nevertheless, 
•21 these particles taken together must reproduce the 
whole, by the division of which you acquired them ; 
and as the quantity of each would be a nothing or 
cipher 0, a combination of ciphers would produce 
qnantity, which is manifestly absurd. For you know 
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perfectly well that in arithmetic two or more ciphers 
joined never produce any thing. 

This opinion, that in the division of extension or 
of any quantity whatever, -we may come at last to 
particles so minute as to be no longer divisible, 
because they are so small, or because quantity no 
longer exists, is therefore a position absolutely un- 
tenable. 

In order to render the absurdity of it more sensi- 
ble, let us suppose a line of an inch long divided inta 
a thousand parts, and that these parts are so small 
as to admit of no further division ; each part, then, 
would no longer have any length, for if it had any it 
would be still divisible. Each particle, then, would 
of consequence be a nothing. But if these thou- 
sand particles together constituted the length of an 
inch, the thousandth part of an inch would of con- 
sequence be a nothing ; which is equally absurd with 
maintaining that the half of any quantity whatever 
is nothing. And if it be absurd to affirm that the 
half of any quantity is nothing, it is equally so to 
affirm that the half of a half, or that the fourth part 
of the same quantity is nothing ; and what must be 
granted as to the fourth must likewise be granted 
with respect to the thousandth and the millionth 
part. Finally, however far you may have already 
carried in imagination the division oi an inch, it is 
always possible to carry it still further ; and never 
will you be able to carry on your subdivision so far 
as that the last parts shall be absolutely indivisible. 
These parts will undoubtedly always become smaller, 
and their magnitude will apjjroach nearer and nearer 
to 0, but can never reach ic. j . # 

The geometrician, therefore, is warranted m af- 
firming that every magnitude is divisible to infinity; 
and that you cannot proceed so far in your division 
as that all further division shall be impossible. But 
it is always necessary to distinguish between what 
is possible in itself and what we are in a condition 
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to perform. Our execution is indeed extremely 
limited. After having, for example, divided an inch 
into a thousand parts, these parts are so small as to 
escape our senses ; and a further division would to 
us no doubt be impossible. 

But you have only to look at this thousandth part 
of an inch through a good microscope, which mag- 
nifies, for example, a thousand times, and each par- 
ticle will appear as large as an inch to the naked 
eye ; and you will be convinced of the possibility 
of dividing each of these particles again into a thoii- 
sand parts : the same reasoning may always be car* 
ried forward without limit and without end. 

It is therefore an indubitable truth that all magm- 
tude is divisible in infinitum ; and that this takes place 
not only with respect to extension, which is the 
object of geometry, but likewise with respect to 
every other species of quantity, such as time and 
number. 

%%th April, 1761. 



LETTER IX. 

Whether this Divisibility in infinitum takes place in ex» 

isting Bodies. 

It is tlien a completely established truth, that ex- 
tension is divisible V) infinity, and that it is impossi- 
n\e. to conceive parts ^ao small as to be unsusceptible 
>f further division. Philosophers accordingly do not 
inpijgrii this truth itself, \»ut deny that it takes place 
ii existing bodies. They ^Uesre that extension, the 
Uvisibility of which to inanity has been demon- 
trated, is merely a chimerical object, formed by ab- 
straction ; and that simple extension, as considered 
n geometry, can have no real existence. 

Here they are iii the right ; and extension is un- 
Joubtedly a general idea, formed in the same maa- 
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ner as that of man, or of tree in general, by ab* 
straction ; and as man or tree in general does not 
exist, no more does extension in general exist. You 
are perfectly sensible that individual beings alone 
exist, and that general notiqns are to be found only 
in the mind ; but it cannot therefore be maintained 
that these general notions are chimericar; they 
contain, on the contrary, the foundation of all our 
knowledge. 

Whatever applies to a general notion, and all the 
propierties attached to it, of necessity takes place in 
all the individuals comprehended under that general 
notion. When it is siSirmed that the genei^ no»^ 
tion of man contains an understanding and a wiU, it 
is undoubtedly meant that evjery individual man is 
endowed with those faculties. And how many prop* 
erties do these very philosophers boast of having 
Remonstrated as belonging to substance in general, 
which is surely an idea as abstract as that of exten- 
sion ; and yet they maintain that all these proper- 
ties apply to all individual substances, which are all 
extended. If, in effect, such a substance had not 
these properties, it would be false that they belonged 
to substance in general. 

If then bodies, which infallibly aire extended be* 
ings, or endowed with extension, were not divisible 
to infinity, it would be likewise false that divisibility 
m infinitum is a property of extension. Now those 
philosophers readily admit that this property belongs 
to extension, but they insist that it cannot take place 
in extended beings. This is the same thing with 
stffirming that the understanding and will are indeed 
attributes of the notion of man in general, but that 
they can have no place in individual men actually 
existing. 

Hence you will readily draw this conclusion : If 

divisibility in infinitum is a property of extension in 

general, it must of necessity likewise belong to all 

individual extended beings; or if real extended 

Vol. IL— D 
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beings are not divisible to infinity, it is false that divi- 
sibility in infinitum can be a property of extension 

in general. 

It is impossible to deny the one or the other of 
these consequences without subverting the must 
solid principles of all knowledge ; and the philoso- 
phers who refuse to admit divisibility in infinitum in 
real extended beings ought as little to admit it with 
respect to extension in general ; but as they grant 
this last, they faU into a glaring contradiction. 

You need not be surprised at this ; it is a failing 
from which the greatest men are not exempt. But 
what is rather surprising, these philosophers, in 
order to get rid of their embarrassment, have thought 
proper to deny that body is extended. They say, 
that it is only an appearance of extension which is 
perceived in bodies, but that real extension by no 
means belongs to them. 

You see clearly that this is merely a wretched 
cavil, by which the principal and the most evident 
property of body is denied. It is an extravagance 
similar to that mrmerly imputed to the Epicurean 
philosophers, who maintained that every thing which 
exists in the universe is material, without even ex- 
cepting the gods, whose existence they admitted. 
But as they saw that these corporeal gods would be 
subjected to the greatest difficulties, they invented 
a subterfuge similar to that of our modem philoso- 
phers, alleging, that the gods had not bodies, but as 
it were bodies (quasi corpora), and that they had not . 
senses, but senses as it were; and so of all the 
members. The other philosophical sects of anti- 
quity made themselves abundantly merry with these 
qiMsi corpora and quasi sensus ; and they would have 
equal reason in modern times to laugh aX the quasi 
extension which our philosophers ascribe to body '^ 
this term quasi extension seems perfectly well to ex- 
press that appearance of extension, without being so 
in reality. 
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Geometricians, if they meant to confomid them, 
have only to say that the objects whose divisibiUty 
in infinitum they have demonstrated were likewise 
only as it were extended, and that accordingly all 
bodies extended as it were were necessarily divisible 
in infinitum . But nothing is to be gained with them ; 
they resolve to maintain the greatest absurdities 
rather than acknowledge a mistake. 

3d May, 1761. 



LETTER X. 

Of Monads. 

When we talk in company on philosophical sub- 
jects, the conversation usually turns on such arti- 
cles as have excited violent disputes among philoso- 
phers. 

The divisibility of body is one of them, respecting 
which the sentiments of the learned are greatly 
divided. Some maintain that this divisibility goes 
on to infinity, without the possibility of ever arriving 
at particles so small as to be susceptible of no fur- 
ther division. ' But others insist that this division 
extends only to a certain point, and that you may 
come at length to particles so minute that, having 
no magnitude, they are no longer divisible. These 
ultimate particles, which enter into the composi- 
tion of bodies, they denominate simple beings and 
monads. 

There was a time when the dispute respecting 
monads employed such general attention, and was 
conducted with so much warmth, that it forced its 
way into company of every description, that of the 
guard-room not excepted. There was scarcely a 
lady at court who did not take a decided part in fa- 
YQur of monads or against them. In a word, all con* 
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verBation was engrossed by monads— no other sub- 
ject cotdd &id admission. 

The Ro3ral Academy of Berlin took up the con- 
troyersy, and being accustomed annually to propose 
a question for discussicm, and to bestow a gold medal, 
of the value of fifty ducats, on Ihe person who, in 
the judgment of the Academy, has given the most 
ingenious solution, the question respecting monads 
was selected for the year 1748. A great variety of 
essays on the subject were accordingly produced. 
The president, Mr. de Maupertuis, named a com- 
mittee to examine them, under the direction of the 
late Count Dohna, great chamberlain to the queen; 
who, being an impartial judge, examined with all 
imaginable attention the arguments adduced both 
fbr and against the existence of monads. Upon the 
whole, it was found that those which went to the 
establishment of their existence were so feeble and 
so chimerical, that they tended to the subversion of 
bU the principles of human knowledge. The question 
was therefore determined in favour of the opposite 
opinion, and the prize adjudged to Mr, /usti, whose 
piece was deemed the most complete refutation oi 
the monadists. 

Yoii may easily imagine how violently this de- 
cision of the Academy must have irritated the parti- 
sans of monads, at the head of whom stood the cele- 
brated Mr, Wolff, His followers, who were then much 
more numerous and more formidable tlmn at pres" 
ent, exclaimed in high terms against the partiality 
and injustice of the Academy ; and their chief had 
wellnigh proceeded to launch the thunder of a phi- 
losophical anathema against it. 1 do not now recol-* 
lect to whom we are indebted for the care of averts 
ing this disaster. 
As this controversy has made a great deal of noise, 

20U will not be displeased, undoubtedly, if I dwell a 
ttle upon it. The whole is reduced to this simple 
question, Is body divisible to infinity ? or, in olliei* 
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words, Has the divisibility of bodies any bound, or 
has it not ? I have already remarked as to this, that 
extension, geometrically considered, is on all hands 
allowed to be divisible in infinitum ; because how- 
ever small a magnitude may be, it is possible to con- 
ceive the half of it, and again the half of that h^df, 
and so on to infinity. 

This notion of extension is very abstract, as are 
those of all genera, such as that of man, of horse, of 
tree, &c., as far as they are not applied to an indi- 
vidual and determinate being. Again, it is the most 
certain principle of all our knowledge, that whatever 
can be truly affirmed of the genus must be true of 
all the individuals comprehended under it. If there- 
fore all bodies are extended, all the properties be- 
longing to extension must belong to each body in 
particular. Now all bodies are extended, and ex- 
tension is divisible to infinity ; therefore every body 
must be so likewise. This is a syllogism of the 
best form ; sand as the first proposition is indubitable, 
all that remains is to be assured that the second is 
true, that is, whether it be true or not that bodies 
are extended. 

The partisans of monads, in maintaining theii 
opinion, are obliged to affirm that bodies are not ex^ 
tended, but have only an appearance of extension. 
They imagine that by this they have subverted the 
argument adduced in support of the divisibility in 
infinitum. But if body is not extended, I should be 
glad to know from whence we derived the idea of 
extension ; ' for if body is not extended, nothing in 
the world is, as spirits are still less so. Our idea of 
extension, therefore, would be altogether imaginary 
and chimerical. 

Geometry would accordingly be a speculation en- 
tirely useless and illusory, and never could admit of 
any application to things really existing. In. effect, 
if no one thing is extended, to what purpose investi- 
gate the properties of extension ? But as geometry 
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iftjbeyond contradiction one of the most useful of 
the sciences, its object cannot possibly be a mere 
chimera. 

There is a necessity then of. admitting, that the 
object of geometry is at least the same apparent ex- 
tension which those philosophers allow to body ; but 
this very object is divisible to infinity : therefore exr 
isting beings endowed with this apparent extension 
must necessarily be extended. 

Finally, let those philosophers turn themselves 
which way soever they will in support of their mo- 
nads, or those ultimate and minute particles divested 
of aU magnitude, of which, according to them, all 
bodies are composed, they still plunge into difficult 
ties, out of which they cannot extricate themselves. 
They are right in sa3dng that it is a proof of dul* 
ness to be incapable of relishing their sublime doc^ 
trine ; it may however be remarked, that here the 
greatest stupidity is the most successful 

^th May, 1761. 



LETTER XI. 

Sefleetums on DhUibHiiy in infinitum, and on Monads^ 

In speaking of the divisibility of body, we must 
carefimy distmguish what is in our power, from 
what is possible in itself. In the first sense, it canr 
not be denied that such a division of body as we are 
capable of must be very Umited. 

By pounding a stone we can easily reduce it to 

Eowaer ; and & it were possible to reckon all the 
ttle grains which form that powder, their number 
would undoubtedly be so ^at, that it would be 
matter of surprise to have divided the stone into so 
many parts. But these very grains will be almost 
indivisible with respect to us, as no instrument we 
could employ will be able to lay hold of them. But 
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it cannot with troth be affiijned that th6y are indi>- 
visible in themselves. You have only to view them 
with a good microscope, and each will appear itself 
a considerable stone, on which are distinguishable a 
great many points and inequalities; which demon- 
strates the possibility of a further division, though 
we are not in a condition to execute it For wher- 
ever we can distinguish several points in any object, 
it must be divisible in so many parts. 

We speak not, therefore, of a division practicable 
by our strength and skill, but of that which is pos- 
sible in itself, and which the Divine Omnipotence is 
able to accomplish. 

It is in this sense, accordingly, that philosophers 
use the word " divisibility :'' so that if there were a 
stone so hard that no force could break it, it m^ht 
be without hesitation affirmed that it is as divisible 
in its own nature as the most brittle of the same 
magnitude. And how many bodies {u*e there on 
which we cannot lay any hold, and of whose divisi- 
bility we can entertain not the smallest doubt t No 
one doubts that the moon is a divisible body, though 
he is incapable of detaching the smallest particle 
from it : and the simple reason for its divisibility is 
its being extended. 

Wherever we remark extension, we are under the 
necessity of acknowledging divisibility, so that di- 
visibility is an inseparsS»le property of extension. 
But experience Ukewise demonstrates that the divi- 
sion of bodies extends very far. I shall not insist 
at great length on the inst^ce usually produced of 
a ducat : the artisan can beat it out into a leaf so 
fine as to cover a very large surface, and the diicat 
may b^ divided into as many parts as that surface is 
capable of being divided. Our own body furnishes 
an example much more surprising. Only consider 
the delicate veins and nerves with which it is filled, 
and the fluids w^dch circulate through them. The 
0^ilty there discoverable far surpasses imagination. 
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The smallest insects, such as are scarcely visible 
to the naked eye, have all their members, and legs 
on which they walk with amazing velocity. Hence 
we see that each limb has its muscles composed of a 
great number of fibres ; that they have veins and 
nerves, and a fluid still much more subtile which 
flows through their whole extent. 

On viewing with a good microscope a single drop 
of water, it has the appearance of a sea ; we see 
thousands of living creatures swimming in it, each 
of wtiich is necessarily composed of an mfinite num- 
ber of muscular and nervous fibres, whose marvel- 
lous structure ought to excite our admiration.* And 
though these creatures may perhaps be the smallest 
which we are capable of discovering by the help of 
the microscope, undoubtedly they are not the small- 
est which the Creator has produced. Animalcules 
probably exist as small relatively to them as they 
are relatively to us. And these after all are not yet 
the smallest, but may be followed by an infinity of 
new classes, each of which contains creatures in- 
comparably smaller than those of the preceding 
class. 

We ought in this to acknowledge the omnipotence 
and infinite wisdom of the Creator, as in objects of 
the greatest magnitude. It appears to me that the 
consideration of these minute species, each of which 
is followed by another inconceivably more minute, 
ought to make the Uveliest impression on our minds, 
and inspire us with the most sublime ideas of the 

* A class of animsis of SQperior magnitude, called medusn, has been 
found so numerous as to discolour the ocean itself. Captain Scoresby 
found the number in the olive-green sea to be immense. A cubic 
inch contained 64, and consequently a cubic mile would contain 23,888,- 
000,000,000,000. The same eminent naTigator remarks, that if one person 
could count a million in seven days, it would have required that 80,000 
persons should have started at the creation of the world to have com- 
pleted the enumeration at the present time.^See Scoresby's Accounfof 
the Arctic Regiont^ and the article Pbosphorbscbmcb, in the JEctta- 
Inirgk Encyclopedia^ vol. zvi. p. 4S1.— ftf* 
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works of the Almighty, whose power knows no 
bounds, whether as to great objects or small. 

To imagine, that after having divided a body into 
a great number of parts, we arrive at length at par- 
ticles so smaU as to defy all further division, is there- 
fore the indication of a very contracted mind. But 
supposing it possible to descend to particles so mi- 
nute as to be, in their own nature, no longer divisi- 
ble, as in the case of the supposed monads ; before 
coming to this point, we shall have a particle com- 
posed of only two monads, and this particle will be 
of a certain magnitude or extension, otherwise it 
could not have been divisible into these two monads. 
Let us further suppose that this particle, as it has 
some extension, may be the thousandth part of an 
inch, or still smaller i( you will — ^for it is of no im- 
portance ; what I say of the thousandth part of an 
inch m^ be said with equal truth of every smaller 
part. This thousandth part of an inch, then, is com* 
posed of two monads, and consequently two monads 
together would be the thousandth part of an inch, 
and two thousand times nothmg a whole inch ; the 
absurdity strikes at first sight. 

The partisans of the system of monads accordingly 
shrink from the force of this argument, and are re- 
duced to a terrible nonplus when asked how many 
monads are requisite to constitute an extension. 
Twa, they apprehend, would appear insufficient, 
they therefore allow that more must be necessary. 
But if two monads cannot constitute extension, as 
each of the two has none, neither three, nor four, 
nor any number whatever will produce it ; andl thi^ 
completely subverts the system of monads, 

m May, 1761, 
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LETTER XII. 

Reply to the Objections of the Monadists to DimsibUity 

in infinitum, 

Thb partisans of monads are far from submitting 
to the arguments adduced to establish the divisibility 
of body to infinity. Without attacking them directly, 
they allege that divisibility in infinitum is a chi- 
mera of geometricians, and that it is involved in con- 
tradiction. For if each body is divisible to infinity, 
it would contain an infinite number of parts, the 
smallest bodies as well as the greatest ; the number 
of these particles to which divisibility in infinitum 
would lead, that is to say, the most minute of which 
bodies are composed, will then be as great in the 
smallest body as in the largest, this number 1>eing 
infinite in both ; and hence the partisans of monads 
triumph in their reasoning as invincible. For if the 
number of ultimate particles of which two bodies 
are composed is the same in both, it must follow, 
say they, that the bodies are perfectly equal to each 
otiier. 

Now this goes on the supposition that the ulti- 
mate particles are all perfectly equal to each other; 
for if some were greater than others, it would not be 
surprising that one of the two bodies should be much 
greater than the other. But it is absolutely neces- 
sary, say tHey, that the iQtimate particles of all 
bodies should be equal to each other, as they no 
longer have any extension, and their magnitude abso- 
lutely vanishes, or becomes nothing. They even 
form a new objection, by alleging 9iat all bodies 
would be composed of an infinite number of nothings, 
which is a still greater absurdity. 

I readily admit this ; but I remark, at the same 
time, that it iU becomes them to raise such an ob« 
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jection, seeing they maintain that all bodies are 
composed of a certain nmnber of monads, though, 
relatively to magnitude, they are absolutely nothings : 
so that by their own confession several nothings are 
capable of producing a body. They are right in 
saying their monads are not nothings, but beings 
endowed with an excellent quality, on which the na- 
ture of the bodies which they compose is founded. 
Now, the only question here is respecting extension ; 
and as they are under the necessity of admitting that 
the monads have none, several nothings, according 
to them, would always be something. 

But t shall push this argument against the system 
of monads no farther ; my object being to make a 
direct reply to the objection founded on the ultimate 
particles of bodies, raised by the monadists in sup- 
port of their system, by which they flatter themselves 
in the confidence of a complete victory over the 
partisans of divisibility in infinitum. 

I should be glad to know, in the first place, what 
they mean by the ultimate particles of bodies. In 
their system, according to which every body is com- 
posed of a certain number of monads, I clearly com- 
prehend that the ultimata particles of a body are the 
monads themselves which constitute it ; but in the 
system of divisibility in infinitum, the term ultimate 
particle is absolutely unintelligible. 

They are right in saying, that these are the par- 
ticles at which we arrive from the division of bodies, 
after having continued it to infinity. But this is 
just the same thing with saying, after having finished 
a division which never comes to an end. For divisi- 
bility in infinitum means nothing else but the pos- 
sibility of always carrying on the division, without 
ever arriving at the point where it would be neces- 
sary to stop. He who maintains divisibility in in- 
finitum boldly denies, therefore, the existence of the 
ultimate particles of body ; and it is a manifest con- 
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tradiction to suppose at once ultimate particles and 
divisibility in infinitum^ 

I reply, then, to the partisans of the system of 
monads, that their objection to the divisibility of 
body to infinity would be a very solid one, did that 
system admit of ultimate particles ; but being ex^ 
pressly excluded from it, all this reasoning of course 
falls to the ground. 

It is false, therefore, that in the system of divisi- 
bility m infinitum bodies are composed of an infinity 
of particles. However closely connected these two 
propositions may appear to the partisans of monads, 
they manifestly contradict each other ; for whoever 
maintains that body is divisible in infinitum, or with- 
out end, absolutely denies the existence of ultimate 
particles, and consequently has no concern in the 
question. The term can only mean such particles as 
are no longer divisible— an idea totally inconsistent 
with the system of divisibility in infinitum. Thia 
lormidable attack, then, is completely repelled. 

I2th May^ 1761. r j f 



LETTER XIII. 

Principie of the Sufficient Reason, the strongest Support 

of the Monadists. 

You must be perfectly sensible that one of the two 
systems which have undergone such ample discus- 
thP^ ^s necessdnly true, and the other false, seeing 
tney are contradictory. ® 

bli^ ^f. ^^"^itted on both sides that bodies are divisi- 
S limiip^^ 5[ "^ WW? ^^' Whether this divisibility 
ttf ^.>f/%^i?^^^ i* ™ay ^ways be carried 

<^aSS^i5ipr monads is established in the former 
e, since after having divided a body into indivisi- 
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ble particles, these veiy particles are monads, and 
there would be reason for saying that all bodies are 
composed of them, smd each of a certain determinate 
number. Whoever denies the system of monads 
must likewise, then, deny that the divisibiUty of 
bodies is Umited. He is under the necessity of 
maintaining that it is always possible to carry this 
divisibility further, without ever being obliged to 
stop ; and this is the case of divisibiUty in infmitum, 
on which system we absolutely deny the existence 
of ultimate particles ; consequently the difficulties 
resulting from their infinite number fall to the ground 
of themselves. In denying monads, it is impossible 
to taDc any longer of ultimate particles, and still less 
of the number of them which enters into the com- 
position of each body. 

You must have remarked that what I have hitherto 
pr(;>duced in support of the system of monads is des- 
titute of solidity. I now proceed to inform you, that 
Its supporters rest their cause chiefly on the great 
principle of the sufficient reason, which they know 
how to employ so dexterously that by means of it 
they are in a condition to demonstrate whatever 
suits their purpose, and to demolish whatever makes 
against them. The great discovery made, then, is 
this. That nothing can be without a sufficient reas<m : 
and to modem pnilosc^hers we stand indebted for it< 
In order to gfiveyou an idea of this principle, you 
have only to consider, that in every thing presented 
to you, it may always be asked, Why is it such I 
And the answer is, what they call the sufficient tea' 
son^ supposing it really to correspond with the ques^ 
tion proposed. Wherever the why can take place, 
the possibility of a satisfactory answer is taken for 
granted, which shall, of course, contain the sufficient 
reason of the thing. 

This is very far, however, from being a mystery 
of modem discovery. Men in every age have asked 
•ufhy-^^st incontestable [Hroof ef their conviction thai 
Vol. IL— E 
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every thing must have a sati8f3ring reason of its ex-* 
istence. This principle, that nothing is without a cause, 
was very well known to ancient philosophers ; but 
unhappily this cause is for the most part concealed 
from us. To little purpose do we ask why ; no one 
is quaUfied to assign the reason. It is not a matter 
of doubt that every thing has its cause ; but a pro^ 
gress thus far hardly deserves the name ; and so long 
as it remains concealed, we have not advanced a 
single step in real knowledge. 

You may perhaps imagine that modem philoso^^ 
phers, who make such a boast of the principle of a 
sufficient reason, have actually discovered that of aU 
things, and are in a condition to answer every why 
that can be proposed to them; which would un- 
doubtedly be the very summit of human knowledge : 
but in this respect they are just as ignorant as their 
neighbours ; their whole merit amounts to no more 
than a pretension to have demonstrated^ that wher- 
ever it is possible to ask the question why, there 
must be a satisfactory answer to it, though concealed 
from us. ' 

They readily admit that the ancients had a know- 
ledge of this principle, but a knowledge very ob- 
scure ; whereas they pretend to have placed it in its 
clearest light, and to have demonstrated the truth of 
it ; and therefore it is that they know how to turn it 
most to their account, and that this principle puts 
them in a condition to prove that bodies are com- 
posed of monads. 

Bodies, say they, must have their sufficient reason 
somewhere ; but if they were divisible, to infinity, 
such reason could not take place ; and hence they 
conclude, with an air altogether philojsophical, that 
as every thing must have its sufficient reason, it t> 
absolutely necessary th^t all bodies should be composed 
of monads — ^which was to be demonstrated. This, I 
must admit, is a demonstration not to be resisted. 

It were greatly to be wished that a reasoning so 
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slight could elucidate to us questions of this import- 
ance ; but I frankly confess I comprehend nothing 
of the matter. They talk of the sufficient reason 
of bodies, by which they mean to reply to a certain 
wherefore J which remains unexplained. But it would 
be proper, undoubtedly, clearly to understand and 
carefully to examine a question, before a reply is 
attempted ; in the present case, tl^e answer is given 
before the question is formed. 

Is it asked, Why do bodies exist 1 It would be 
ridiculouS) in my opinion^ to reply. Because they are 
composed of monads ; as if they contained the cause 
of that existence. Monads have not created bodies ; 
and when I ask, Why such a being exists ? I see no 
other reason that can be given but this. Because the 
Creator has given it existence ; and as to the man- 
ner in which creatiqn is performed, philosophers, I 
think, would do well honestly to acknowledge their 
ignorance. 

But they maintain, that God could not have pro- 
duced bodies without having created monads, which 
were necessary to form the composition of them. 
This maiiifestly supposes that bodies are composed 
of monads, the point which they meant to prove by 
this reasoning. And you are abundantly sensible, 
that it is not fair reasoning to take for granted the 
truth of a proposition whidi you are bound to prove 
by reasoning; It is a sophism known in logic by 
the name of, a petUio principii, or begging the ques^ 
tion. 

Wh May, 1761, 
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LETTER XIV. 

Another Argument of the Monadists, derived from tAe 
Printiple of the Sufficient Beason, Absurdities re^ 
suiting from it. 

The partisans of monads likewise derive their 
grand argument from the principle of the sufficient 
reasoi), by alleging that they could not even com- 
prehend the possibility of bodies, if they were divisi- 
ble to infinity, as there would be nothing in them 
capable of checking imagination; they must have 
ultimate particles or elementsy^ the .composition of 
which must serve to explain the composition of 
bodies. 

But do they pretend to understand the possibility 
of all the things which exist ? This wouM savour 
too i;nuch of prid6 ; nothing is more common among 
philbsophers than this kind of reasoning — ^I cannot 
comprehend the possibility of this, unless it is such 
as I imagine it to be : therefore it necessarily must 
be such. 

You clearly comprehend the frivolousness of such 
reasoning ; and that in order to arrive at truth, re- 
search much more profound must be employed. Ig- 
norance can never become an argument to conduct 
us to the knowledge of truth, and the one in question 
is evidently founded on ignorance of the different 
manners which may render the thing possible^ 

But on the supposition that nothing exists but that 
whose possibility they are able to comprehend, is it 
possible for them to explain how bodies would be 
composed of monads ? Monads, having no exten- 
sion, must be considered as points in geometry, or 
as we represent to ourselves spirits and souls. Now 
it is well known that many geometrical points, let 
the number be supposed ever so great, never can 
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produce a line, and consequently still less a surface, 
or a body. If a thousand points were sufficient to 
constitute the thousandth part of an inch, each of 
these must necessarily have an extension, which 
taken a thousand times would become equal to the 
thousandth part of an inch. Finally, it is an incon- 
testable truth, that take any number of points you 
will, they can never produce extension. I speak here 
of points such as we conceive in geometry, without 
any length, breadth, or thickness, and which in that 
respect are absolutely nothing. 

Our philosophers accordingly admit that no ex- 
tension can be produced by geometrical points, and 
they solemnly protest that their monads ought not 
to be confounded with these points. They have no 
more extension than points, say they ; but they are 
invested with admirable qualities, such as represent- 
ing to them the whole universe by ideas, though ex- 
tremely obscure ; and these qualities render them 
proper to produce the phenomenon of extension, or 
rather that apparent extension which I formerly 
mentioned. The same idea, then, ought to be 
formed of monads as of spirits and souls, with this 
difference, that the faculties of monads are much 
more imperfect. 

The difficulty appears to me by this greatly in- 
creased ; and I flatter myself you will be of my 
opinion that two or more spirits cannot possibly be 
joined soas to form extension. Several spirits may 
very well form an assembly or a council, but never 
an extension ; abstraction made of the body of each 
counsellor, which contributes nothing to the delibe- 
ration going forward, for this is the production of 
spirits only; a council is nothing else but an assem- 
bly of spirits or souls : but could such an assembly 
represent an extension? Hence it follows that 
monads are still less proper to produce extension 
than geometrical points are. 

Tlie partisans of the system, accordingly, are not 

E3 
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agreed as to this point. Som« allege, that monads 
are actual parts of bodies ; and tluit after having 
divided a body as far as possible, you then arrive at 
the monads which constitute it. 

Others absolutely deny that monads can be con-* 
sideied as constituent parts of bodies; according to 
them, thev contain only the sufficient reason: while 
the body is in motion, the monads do not stir, but 
they contain the sufficient reason of motion. Finally^ 
they cannot touch each other ; thus^ when my hand 
touches a body, no one monad of my hand touches 
a monad of the body. ' 

What is it then, you will ask, that touches in this 
case, if it is not the monads which compose the hand 
and the body ? The answer must be, that two no- 
things touch each other, or rather it must be denied 
that there is a real contact. It is a mere illusion, 
destitute of all foundation. They are under the ne- 
cessity of affirming the same thing of all bodies, 
which, according to these philosophers, are only 
phantoms formed by the imagination, representing 
to itself very confusedly the monads which contain 
the sufficient reason of all that we denominate body. 

In this philosophy every thing is spirit, phantom, 
and illusion; and when we cannot comprehend these 
mysteries, it is our stupidity that keeps up an attach- 
ment to the gross notions of the vulgar. 

The greatest singularity in the case is, that these 
philosophers, with a design to investigate and explain 
the nature of bodies and of extension, are at last re- 
duced to deny their existence. This is undoubtedly 
the surest way to succeed in e3q>laining the phe- 
nomena of nature ; you have only to deny them, and 
to allege ip proof the principle of the sufficient rea- 
son. Into such extravagances will philosophers run 
rather than acknowledge their ignorance. 

lOrA May, 1761. 
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LETTER XV. 

Reflections on the System of Monads. 

It would be a great pity, however, that this inge- 
nious system of monads should crumble into ruins. 
It has made too much noise,^it has cost its partisans 
too many sublime and profound speculations, to be 
permitted to sink into total oblivion. It will ever 
repiain a striking monument of the extravagance 
into which the spirit of philosophizing may run. It 
is wen worth while, then, to present you with a more 
particular account of it. 

It is necessary, first of aB, to banish from the mind 
every thing corporeal-^aU extension, all motion, all 
time and space-^for all these are mere illusion. 
Nothing exists in the world but monads, the number 
of which undoubtedly is prodigious. No one monad 
is to be found in connexion with others ; and it is 
demonstrated by the principle of the sufficient rea- 
son that monads can in no manner whatever act 
upon each other. They are indeed invested with 
powers, but these are exerted only within themselves, 
without having the least influence extemaUy. 

These powers, with which each monad is endowed, 
have a tendency only to be continually changing^ 
their own state, and consist in the representation of; 
all other monads. My soul, for example, is a mo- 
nad, and contains in itself ideas of the state of all 
other monads. These ideas are for the most part 
very obscute ; but the powers of my soul are con- 
tinually employed in their further elucidation, and 
in carrying them to a higher degree of clearness. 
Other monads have, in this respect, a sufficient re- 
semblance to my soul ; each is replete with a pro- 
digious quantity of obscure ideas of all other monads, 
and of their state ; and they are continually exerting 
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themselves with more or less success in unfolding 
these ideas, and in carr3ring them to a higher degree 
of clearness. 

Such monads as have succeeded better than I have 
done are spirits more perfect ; but the greater part 
still remain in a state of stagnation, in the greatest 
obscurity of their ideas ; and when they are the ob- 
ject of the ideas of my soul, they produce in it the 
illusory and chimerical idea of extension and of 
body. As often as my soul thinks ,of bodies and of 
motion, this proves that a great quantity x)f other 
monads are still buried in their obscurity ; it is like- 
wise when I think of them that my soul forms within 
itself the idea of some extension, which is conse- 
quently nothing but mere illusion. 

The more monads there are plunged in the abyss 
of the obscurity of their ideas, the more is my soul 
dazzled with the idea of extension ; but when they 
come to clear up their obscure ideas, extension seems 
to me to diminish, and this produces in iny soul the 
illusory idea of motion. 

You will ask, no doubt, how my soul perceives 
that other monads succeed in developing their obscure 
ideas, seeing there is no connexion between them 
and me. The partisans of the system of monads 
are ready with this reply, that it takes place conform- 
ably to the perfect harmony which the Creator (who 
is himself only a monad) has established ^between 
monads, by which each perceives in itself, as in a 
mirror, every development produced in others, with- 
out any manner of connexion between them. 

It is to be hoped, then, that all monads may at 
length become «o happy as to clear up th^ir obscure 
ideas, and then we should lose all ideas of body and 
of motion ; and the illusion, arising merely from the 
obscurity of ideas, would entirely cease. 

But there is little appearance of the arrival of this 
blessed state ; most monads, after having acquired 
the capacity of clearing up their obscure ideas, sud- 
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denly relapse. When shut up in in3r chamber, I 
perceive myself but of small extension, because 
several monads have then unfoMed their ideas ; but as 
soon as I walk abroad, and contemplate the vast ex- 
panse of heaven, they must all have relapsed into 
their state of dulness. 

There is no change of place or of motion; all 
that is illusion merely: my soul remains almost 
always in the same place, just as all other monads. 
But when it begins to unfold some ideas which 
before were but very obscure, it appears to me then 
that I am approaching the object which they repre- 
sent to me, or rather that which the monads of such 
idea excite in me ; and tills is the real explanation 
of the phenomenon, when it appears to us that we 
are approaching to certain objects. 

It happens but too frequently that the elucida- 
tions we had acquired are a^in lost ; then it appears 
to us that we are removing from the same object. 
Aiid here we must look for the true solution of our 
joumeyings. My idea, for example, of the city of 
Magdeburg is produced by certain monads, of which 
at present 1 have but very obscure ideas ;, and this 
is the reason why I consider myself as at a distance 
from Magdeburg. Last year these same ideas sud- 
denly became clear, and then I imagined! was 
travelling to Magdeburg, and that I remained there 
several days. TTiis journey, however, was an illu- 
sion merely, for my soul never stirs from its place. 
It is likewise an illusion when you imagine yourself 
absent from Berlin, because the confused repre- 
sentation of certain monads excites an obscure idea 
of Berlin, which you have only to clear up, and that 
instant you are at Berlin. Nothing more is neces- 
sary. What we call journeys, and on which we 
expend so much money, is mere illusion. Such is 
the real plan of the system of monads. 

You will ask, Is it possible there ever should have 
been persons of good sense who seriously maintained 
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these extravagances 1 I reply, there have been but 
too many, that I know several of them, that there 
are some at Berlin, nay, perhaps at Magdeburg. 
23d May, 1761. 



LETTER XVI. 

ContinuuUion. 

The s^rstem of monads, such as I have been de- 
scribing it, is a necessary consequence from the 
principle that bodies are compounded of simple 
beings. The moment this principle is admitted, 
you are obliged to acknowledge the justness of all 
the other consequences, which result from it so 
naturally that it is impossible to reject any one, 
however absurd and contradictory. 

First, these simple beings, which must enter into 
the composition of bodies, being monads which have 
no extension, neither can their compounds, that is 
bodies, have any ; and all these extensions become 
illusion and chimera, it being certain that parts des- 
titute of extension are incapable of producing a real 
extension; it can be at most an appearance or a 
phantom, which dazzles by a fallacious idea of exten- 
sion. In a word, every thing becomes illusion ; and 
upon this is founded the system pf pre-estabhshed 
harmony, the difficulties of which I have already 
pointed out. 

It is necessary then to take care that we be not 
entangled in this labyrinth of absurdities. If you 
make a single false step over the threshold, you are 
involved beyond the power of escaping. Every 
thing depends on the first ideas formed of extension : 
and the manner in which the partisans of the system 
of monads endeavour to establish it is extremely 
seductive. 

These philosophers do not like to speak of the ex- 
tension of bodies, because they clearly foresee that 
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it mudt become fatal to them in the sequel; but 
instead of saying that bodies are extended, they 
denominate them compound beings, which no one 
can deny, as extension necessarily supposes divisi- 
bility, and consequently a combination of parts which 
constitute bodies. But they presently make a wrong 
use of this notion of a compound being. For, say 
they, a being can be compounded only so far as it is 
made up of simple beings ; and hence they conclude 
that every body is compounded of simple beings. 
As soon as you grant them this conclusion, you are 
caught beyond the power of retreating ; for you are 
uilder the necessity of admitting that these simple 
beings, not being compounded, are not extended. 

This captious argument is exceedingly seductive. 
If you permit yourself to be dazzled with it, they 
have gained their point. Only admit this proposi- 
tion, bodies are compounded of simple beings, that 
is, of parts which have no extension, and you are 
entangled. With all your might, then, resist this 
assertion— fiiJfiry compound being is made up of simple 
beings ; and though you may not be able directly to 
prove the fallacy, the absurd consequences which 
immediately result would be sufficient to over- 
throw it. 

In effect, they admit that bodies are extended; 
from' this point the partisans of the system of mo- 
nads set out to establish the proposition that they 
are compound beings; and having hence deduced 
that bodies are compoimded of simple beings, they 
are obliged to allow that simple beings are incapable 
of producing real extension, and consequently that 
the extension of bodies is mere illusion. 

An argument whose conclusion is a direct con- 
tradiction of the premises is singularly strange: 
this reasoning sets out with advancing that bodies 
are extended ; for if they were not, how could it be 
known that they are compound beings — and then 
comes th^ conclusion that they are not so. Never 



60 RSFLKCTIOIfB ON TB£ 

was a fallacious argmnent, in my opinion, more coiti'* 
pletely refuted than this has be^i. The question 
was, Why €tre bodies extended? And, after a little 
turning and winding, it is answered, Because they 
are not so. Were I to be asked, Why has a triangle 
three sides % and I should reply that it is a mere iUu- 
sien — ^would such a reply be deemed satisfactory t 

It is therefore certain that this proposition, 
" Every compound being is necessarily made up of 
simple beings," lea<is to a false conclusion, however 
well founded it may appear to the partisans of 
monads, who even pretend to rank it among the 
axioms or first principles of human knowledge. 
The absurdity in which it immediately issues is suf- 
ficient to overturn it, were there no other reasons 
for calling it in question. 

But as a compound being here means the same 
thing as an extended being, it is just as if it were 
affirmed, " Every extended being is compounded of 
beings which are not so." And thisis precisely the 
question. It is asked, Whether on dividing a body 
you arrive at length at parts unsusceptible of any 
further division, for want of extension ; or, Whether 
you never arrive at particles such as that the divisi' 
bility should be unbounded 1 

In order to determine this important question, for 
the sake of argument let it be supposed that eveiy 
body is compounded of parts without extension. 
Certain specious reasonings may easily be employed^ 
drawn from the noted principle of the sufficient rea-' 
son ; and it will be said that a compound being can 
have its sufficient reason only in the simple lyings 
which compose it; which might be true if the com^ 
pound being were in fact made up of simple beings, 
the very point in question ; and whenever this com-* 
position is denied, the sufficient reason becomes 
totally inapplicable. 

But it is dangerous to enter the lists with persons 
who believe in monads ; for, besides that there is 
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Dothiiig to be gained, they loudly exclaim that you 
are attacking 1^ principle of the sufficient reason, 
which is the basis of all certainty, even of the ex- 
istence of God. According to them, whoever refuses 
to^idmit monads, and rejects the magnificent fabric, 
in which every thing is illusion, is an infidel and an 
atheist. Sure I am that such a frivolous imputation 
will not make the slightest impression on your mind, 
but that you will perceive the wild extravagances 
into which men are driven when they embrace the 
system of monads — a system too absurd to need a 
refutation in detail ; their foundation being absolutely 
reduced to a wretched abuse of the principle of the 
sufficient reason. 
26th May, 1761. 



LETTER XVII. 

Conclusion of Reflections on this System. 

We are under the necessity of acknowledging the 
divisibility of bodies in infinitum, or of admitting the 
system of monads, with all the extravagances result- 
ing from it ; there is no other-choice — an alternative 
which supplies the partisans of that system with 
another formidable argument in support of it. 

They pretend, that by divisibility in ii^nitum we 
sre obliged to ascribe to bodies an infinite quality, 
whereas it is certain that God alone is infinite. 

The partisans of the system of monads are very 
dangerous persons ; they accused us of atheism, and 
now they charge us with polytheism, alleging that 
we ascribe to sdl bodies infinite perfections. Thus 
we should be much worse than pagans, who .only 
worship certain idols, whereas we are accused of 
paying homage to all bodies, as so many divinities. 
A dreadful imputation, no doubt, were it well 
founded; and I should certainly prefer embracing 

Vol.. II.— F 
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the system of monads^ with all th^ chimeras and 
illusions which flow from it, to a declaration in favour 
of divisibility in infinitum, if it involved a conclusion 
so impious. 

You will allow, that to reproach one^s adversaries 
with atheism or idolatry is a very strange mode of 
arguing; but where do they find us ascribing to 
bodies this divine infinity? Are they infinitely 
powerful, wise, good, or happy t By no means: 
we only affirm, that on dividmg bodies, though the- 
division be, carried on ever so far, it wiU always be 
possible to continue it further, and that you never 
can arrive ^t indivisible particles. It may accord- 
ingly be affirmed, that the divisibility of bodies is 
without limits ; and it is improper to use the term 
infinity, which is applicable to God alone. 

I must remark at the same time, that the word 
" infinity" is not so dangerous as these philosophers 
insinuate. . In saying, for example, infinitely wicked, 
nothing is more remote from the perfections of 
God. 

They admit that our souls will never have an end, 
and thus acknowledge an infinity in the duration of 
the soul, without marking the least disrespect to 
the infinite perfections of God. Again, when you 
ask them if the extent of the universe is bounded, 
are they very indecisive in their answer % Some of 
them very franjdy allow that the extent of the uni- 
verse may very probably be infinite without our 
being able, however far our ideas are carried, to 
determine its limits. Here then is one infinity 
more which they do not deem heretical. 

For a still stronger reason, divisibility in infinitum 
ought not to give them the least offence. To be 
divisible to infinity is not surely an attribute which 
any one could ever think of ascribing to the Supreme 
Being, and does not confer on bodies a deg^e of 
perfection which would not be far from that which 
these philosophers allow them in compounding 
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them of monads, which on their system are beings 
endowed with qualities so eminent that they do not 
hesitate to give to God himself the denomination of 
monad. 

In truth, the idea of a division which may be con- 
tinued without any bounds contains so little of the 
character of the Deity that it rather places bodies 
in a rank far inferior to that which spirits and our 
souls occupy; for it may well be affirmed that a 
soul in its essence is innnitely more valuable than 
all the bodies in the world. But on the system of 
monads, every body, even the vilest, is compounded 
of a vast number of monads, whose nature has a 
great resemblance to that of our souls. Each monad 
represents to itself the whole world as easily as our 
souls ; but, say they, their ideas of it are ver]r ob- 
scure, though we have already clear, and sometimes 
also distinct ideas of it. 

But what assurance have they of this difference % 
Is it not to be apprehended that the monads which 
compose the pen wherewith I am writing may have 
ideas of the universe much clearer than those of 
my soul 1 How can I be assured of the contrary ? 
I ought to be ashamed to employ a pen in conveying 
my feeble conceptions, while the monads of which 
it consists possibly conceive much more sublimely; 
and you might have greater reason to be satisfied, 
should the pen commit its own thoughts to paper in- 
stead of mine. 

In the system of monads that is not necessary ; 
the soul represents to itself beforehand, by its in- 
herent powers, all the ideas of my pen, but in a very 
obscure manner. What I am now taking the liberty 
to suggest contributes absolutely nothing to your 
information. The partisans of this system have de- 
monstrated that simple beings cannot exercise the 
slightest influence oil each other ; and your own soul 
derived from itself what I have been endeavouring 
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to coQvey, without my having any eoncem in the 
matter. 

Conversation, reading, and writing, therefore, are 
merely chimerical and deceptive formalities, which 
illusion would impose upon us as the means of ac- 
quiring and extending knowledge. But I have already 
had the honour of pointing out to you the wonderful 
consequences resisting from the system of the pre- 
estabhshed harmony; and I am apprehensive. that 
these reveries may have become too severe a trial 
of your patience, though many persons of superior 
illumination consider this system as the most sub- 
lime production of human understanding, and are 
incapable of mentioning it but with the most pro- 
found respect.* 

30;A May, 1761. 

* ft ia a consolation to reflect, that philoaopby bas In modern times 
divested itself of the lumber of such idle diroutations as those of which 
our author has in the preceding Letters of this, and in several of the 
former, volume given us so fhll an account. The disputes about pre- 
established harmonies, and the nature and exisience of monads, and of 
the essences of things appear to have been owing" to the want of a just 
conception of the limitation which Divine Providence has assigned to 
the powers and Acultiea of the human mind. Infinity, whether in the 
great or in the small, is absolutely beyond our reach. That nature car- 
ries the division of mailer both in the organic and Inorgairic world (as 
(he microscope reveals to us in the astonishing minuteness of animalctds, 
and as the sense of smelling determines in the di£nifli(Hi of odours) to an 
extent beyond our comprehension as to the means employed, no one can 
doubt; but with respect to the question of infinite divisibiUty, about 
which 80 much has been s^, although in theabstract it may seem to be 
established in the alBrmative by geometrical reasoning, yet it is the pre- 
vailing opinion of the present day that there is a limitation in nature of 
actual divisibility. The atoms or elementary particles of the chymiaC 
appear to ftirnish the ultimatum of the process of nature in the divisibility 
of matter. That diflferent kinds of matter are constituted of diflerent 
wrts of simple or elementary atoms, having diflbreot qualities or affinities, 
and that these atoms possess infinite hardneas, and cannot therefore be 
Airther divided, are propositions which enable us to account more satis- 
Ihctorily for the chymical changes which are constantly taking fdaoe 
throughout the whole domain of nature, and for the stability of the laws 
to which those changes are subservient. We know, indeed, little or 
nothing of the real nature of corpuscular action, but the theory of atomic 
combinations in stable and definite proportions has diflhsed a most salu- 
tary light over the whole surface of chymical science. It wiU he a giati* 
fication to every Christian reader to obaerve the ability with which Euler 
combats the skeptical philosophy which resulted Ihna the visionary tbeo- 
riea which he has so ably confuted.— ulm. Ed, 
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LETTER XVm. 

Elucidation respecting the Nature of Cofours. 

I AM under the neqessity of acknowledging, that 
the ideas respecting colour which I have already 
taJten the liberty to suggest* come far short of that 
degree of evidence to which I could have wished to 
carry them. This subjec^t has hitherto proved a 
stumbling-block to philosophers, and I must not flatter 
myself with the belief that I am able to clear it of 
ever^ difficulty. I hope, at the same time, that the 
elucidations which I am going to submit to your 
examination may go far towards removing a con- 
siderable part of them. 

The ancient philosophers ranked colours among 
the bodies of wMch we Know only the names. When 
they were asked, for example, why such a body was 
red, they answered, it was in virtue of a quali^ which 
made it appear red. You must be sensible that such 
an answer conveys no information, and that it would 
have been quite as much to the purpose to confess 
ignorance. 

Descartes, who first had the courage to plunge into 
the mysteries of nature, ascribes colours to a certain 
mixture of light- and shade, which last, being nothing 
else but a want of light, as it is always foimd where 
the light does not penetrate, must be incapable of 
producing the diflBrent colours we observe. 

Having remarked that the sensations of the organ 
of sight are produced by the rays which strike that 
organ, it necessarily follows that those which excite 
in it the sensation of red must be of quite a different 
nature from those which produce the sensation of 
the other colours ; hence it is easily comprehended 

* 8ee Laltsra XXVn., XXVm., and XXXI., In voL i. 

Fa 



66 ELHCIDATION RBSlPECTIllO 

that each colour is attached to a certain quality of 
the rays which strike the organ of vision. A body 
appears to us red when the rays which it emits are 
of a nature to excite in our eyes the sensation of 
that colour. 

The \^hole, then, results in an inquiry into the 
difference of the rays which variety of colours pro- 
duces. This difference must be great to produce so 
' many particular sensationsin our eyes. But wherein 
can it consist 1 This is the great qi^estion, towards 
the solution of which our present research is directed. 

The first difference between rays which presents 
itself is thaisomeare stronger than othei^. It can- 
not be doubted that those of the sun, or of any other 
body very brilliant, or very powerfully illuminated, 
must be much stronger than those of a body feebly 
illuminated, or endowed with a slender degree of 
light ; our eyes are assuredly struck in a very differ- 
ent manner b^ the one and by the other. 

Hence it might be inferred, that different colours 
result from the force of the rays of light ; so that the 
most powerful rays should produce, for example, 
red ; those which are less so, yellow ; and in pro- 
gression, green, and blue. 

But there is nothing more easy than to overturn 
this system, as we know from experience that the 
same body always appears to be of the same coloi^r, 
be it less or more illuminated, or whether its rays 
be strong or feeble. A red body, for example, ap- 
pears equally red, exposed to the brightest lustre of 
the sun, and in the shade, where the rays are ex- 
tremely faint. We must not, then, look for the 
cause of the difference of colour in the different de- 
grees of the force of rays of light, it being possible 
to represent the same colour as well by very forcible 
as by very faint rays. The feeblest glimmering 
serves equally well to discover to us difference of 
colours, as the brightest efiiilgence. 

It is absolutely necessary, therefore, that there 
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should be another difference of rays discovered, 
which may characterize their nature relatively to 
the different colours. You will undoubtedly con- 
elude, that in order to discover this difference we 
most be better acquainted with the nature of lumi* 
nous rays ; in other words, we must know what it is 
that, reaching our eyes, renders bodies visible ; this 
definition of a ray must be the justest, as in effect it 
is nothing else but that which enters into the eye by 
the pupil, and excites the sensation in it. 

I have already informed you that there are only 
tvf o 'systems or theories which pretend to explain 
the origin and nature of rays of light. The one is 
that of Newton, who considers them as emanations 
proceeding from the sun and other luminous bodies ; 
and the other that which I have endeavoured to 
ciemonstrate, and of which I have the reputation of 
being the author, though others have had nearly the 
same ideas of it. Perhaps I may have succeeded 
better than they in carrying it to a higher degree 
of evidence. It will be of importance, then, to show, 
in both systems, on what principle the difference of 
colours may be established. 

In that of emanation, which supposes the rays to 
issue from luminous bodies, in the form of rivers, or 
rather of fountains, spouting out a ibid in all direc- 
tions, it is alleged that the particles of light differ in 
size or in substance, as a fountain might emit wine, 
oil, and other liquids ; so that the different colours 
are occasioned by the diversity of the subtile matter 
which emanates from luminous bodies. Red would 
be, accordingly, a subtile matter issuing from the 
luminous body, and so of yellow and the other 
colours. This explanation would exhibit clearly 
enough the origin of the different colours, if the sys- 
tem itself had a solid foundation. I shall enter into 
the subject more at large in my next Letter. 

2(2 Junei 1761. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Reflections on the Analogy between Colours and Sound:^^ 

You will be pleased to recollect the objections I 
offered to the system of the emanation of light.* 
T^ey appear to me so powerful as completely to 
overturn that system . I have accordingly succeeded 
in my endeavours to convince certain natural phi- 
losophers of distinction, and they have embraced my 
sentiments of the subject with expressions of singu-^ 
lar satisfaction. 

Rays of light, then, are not an emanation from 
the sun and other luminous bodies, and do not con- 
sist of a subtile matter emitted forcibly by the sun, 
and transmitted to us with a rapidity which may well 
fill you with astonishment. If the rays employed 
only eight minutes in their course from the sun to 
us, the torrent would be terrible,t and the mass of 
that luminary, however vast, must speedily be ex- 
hausted. 

According to my 83rstem, the rays of the sun, of 
which we have a sensible perception, do not proceed 
immediately from that luminary; they are only par- 
ticles of ether floating around us, to which the sun 
communicates nearer and nearer a motion of vibra- 
tion, and consequentl)r they do not greatly change 
their place in this motion. 

This propagation of light is performed in a manner 
similar to that of sound. A bell, whose sound you 
hear, by no means emits the particles which enter 
your ears. You have only to touch it when struck 
to be assured that aU its parts are in a very sensible 

* See Letten XVn. and XVni. in vol. 1. 

t Tbe rapidity of tbe progress of lig]bt, if it be objectionable on tbe 
tbeorv of emanation, maat be equaUy so on tbat of ondulation ', for the 
Telodty la a flwt darifed flma obaomtion, and ia ind^endent of UMory. 
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aviation. This agitation immediately communicates 
i^elf to the more remote particles of air, so that all 
receive from it successively a similar motion of vi- 
bration, which, reaching the ear, excjite in it the sen- 
sation of sound. The strings of a musical instru- 
ment put the matter beyond m doubt ; you see them 
tremble, go and come. It is even possible to deter- 
termine by calculation how often m a second each 
string vibrates ; and this agitation, being communi- 
cated to the particles of air adjacent to the organ 
of hearing, the ear is struck by it precisely as often 
in a second. It is the perception of this tremulous 
agitation which constitutes the nature of sound. 
The greater the number of vibrations produced by 
the string in a second, the higher or sharper is 
the sound. Vibrations less frequent produce lower 
notes. 

We find the circuipstances which accompany the 
sensation of hearing, in a manner perfectly analogous, 
in that of sight. 

The medium only and the rapidity of the vibra- 
tions differ. In sound, it is the air through which 
the vibrations of sonorous bodies are transmitted. 
But with respect to light, it is the ether, or that me- 
dium incomparably more subtile and more elastic 
than air, which is universall]^ diffused wherever the 
air and grosser bodies leave interstices. 

As often, then, as this ether is put into a state of 
vibration, and is transmitted to the eye, it excites 
in it the sentiment of vision, which is in that case 
nothing but a similar tremulous motion, whereby 
the small nervous fibres at the bottom of the eye 
are agitated. 

You easily comprehend that the sensation must 
be different, according as this tremulous agitation is 
more or less frequent ; or according as the number 
of vibrations performed in a second is greater or 
less. Hence there must result a difference similar 
to that which takes place in sounds, when the vibra* 
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tions are more or less frequent. This difference is 
clearly perceptible by the ear, as the character of 
sounds m respect of flat and sharp depends on it. 
You wiU recollect that the note marked C in the 
harpsichord performs about 100 vibrations in a sec- 
ond, note D 112, note E 12^, note F 133, note G 150, 
note A 166, note B 187, and 300. Thus the nature 
of sounds depends on the number of vibrations per- 
formed in a second. 

It cannot be doubted that the sense of seeing may 
be likewise differently affected, according as the 
number of vibrations of the nervous fibres of the 
bottom of the eye is greater or less. When these 
Hbres vibrate 1000 times in a second, the sensation 
must be quite different from what it would be did 
they vibrate 1200 or 1600 times in the same space. 

True it is that the organ of vision is not in a con- 
dition to reckon numbers so great, still less than the 
ear is to reckon the vibrations which constitute 
$ound ; but it is always in our power to distinguish 
l]!etween the greater and the less. 

In this difference, therefore, we must look for the 
cause of diflterence of colour ; and it is certain that 
each of them corresponds to a certain number of 
vibrations, by which the fibres of our eyes are struck 
in a second, though we are not as yet in a condition 
to determine the number corresponding to each par- 
ticular colour, as we can do with respect to sounds. 

Mi^ch research must have been employed before 
it was possible to ascertain the numbers correspond- 
ing to aU the notes of the harpsichord, though there, 
was an antecedent conviction that their difference 
was founded on the diversity of those numbers. Our 
);nowledge respecting these objects is nevertheless, 
considerably advanced, from our bein? assured that 
there prevails a harmony so delightful between the 
Afferent notes of the harpsichord and the different 
colours ; and that the circumstances of the one serve 
to elucidate those of the other. This analogy ao« 
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cordingly furnishes the most convincing proofs in 
support of my system. But I have reasons still 
more solid to adduce, which will secure it from every 
attack. 
6th June, neu 



LfiTTER XX. 

Continuation. 

NioTHnro is more adapted to the communication 
of knowledge respecting the nature of vision than 
the analogy discoverable, almost in every particular, 
between it and the hearing. Colours are to the eye 
what sounds are to the ear. They differ from each 
<other as flat and sharp notes differ. Now we know 
that flat and sharp in sounds depends on the number 
of vibrations whereby the organ of hearing is struck 
an a given time, and that the nature of each is deter- 
mined by a certain number, which marks the vibra- 
tions performed in a second. From this I oonclude 
that each colour is likewise restricted to a number 
of vibrations which act on vision ; with this differ- 
ence, that the vibrations which produce sound reside 
in gross air, whereas those of light and colours are 
transmitted through a medium incomparably more 
subtile and elastic. The same thing holds as to the 
objects of both senses^ Those of hearing are all 
of them bodies adapted to the transmission of sound, 
that is, susceptible of a motion of vibration, or of a 
tremulous agitation, which, communicating itself to 
the air, excites in the organ the sensation of a sound 
corresponding to the rapidity of the vibrations. 

Such are afi musical instruments ; and to confine 
myself principally to the harpsichord, we ascribe to 
each stri^ a certain sound which it produces when 
struck^ *fik\js, one string is named C, another D, 
and so on. A string is named C when its structure 
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and tension are such that, being struck, it produces 
about 100 vibrations in a second ; and if ;t produced 
less or more in the same time, it would have the 
name of a different note, higher or lower. 

You will please to recollect that the sound of a 
string depends on three things — ^its length, its thick- 
ness, and the degree of tension; the more it is 
stretched the sharper its sound becomes; and as 
long as it preserves the same disposition, it emits 
the same sound ; but that changes as soon as the 
other undergoes any variation. 

Let us apply this to bodies which are the objects 
of vision. The minuter particles which coitlpose 
the tissue of their surface may be considered as 
strings distended, in as much as they are endowed 
with a certain degree of elasticity and bulk, so that, 
being struck, they acquire a motion of vibration, of 
which they will finish a certain number in a second ; 
and on this number depends the colour which we 
ascribe to such body. It is red when the particles 
of its surface have such a degree of tension that, 
beinjs: agitated, they perform precisely so many vi- 
brations in a second as are necessary to excite in us 
the sensation of that colour. A degree of tension 
which would produce vibrations more or less rapid 
would excite that of a different colour, and then the 
body would be yellow, green, or blue, &c. 

We have not as yet acquired the ability of assign- 
ing to each colour the number of vibrations which 
constitute its essence ; we do not so much as know ' 
which are the colours that require a greater or less 
rapidity of vibration, or rather, it is not yet deter- 
mined what colours correspond >eith high or low 
notes. It is sufiicient to know that each colour is 
attached to a certain number of vibrations, though it 
has not hitherto been ascertained ; and that you have 
only to change the tension of elasticity of the par- 
ticles which form the surface of a body, to noake it 
change colour. 
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We see that the most beantifol colours in Howrys 
quickly change and disappear, from a failure of the 
nutritive juices; and because their particles lose 
their vigour or their tension. This, too, is observa- 
ble in every other change of colour. 

To place this in a clearer light, let us suppose that 
the sensation of red requires such a rapidity of vibra* 
tion, that 1000 are performed in a second ; that 
orange requires 1126, yellow 1260, green 1333, blue 
1500, and violet 1666. Though these numbers are 
only supposed, this does not aifect the object I have 
in view. What I say as to these numbers will apply 
in like manner to the really corresponding numbers, 
If ever they are discovered. 

A body, then, will be red when the particles of its 
surface, put in vibration, complete 1000 in a second; 
another body will be orange when disposed so as to 
complete 1125 in a second, and so on. Hence it is 
obvious that there must be an endless variety of in* 
termediate colours between the six principal which 
I have mentioned ; and it is likewise evident, if the 
particles of a body, being agitated, should perfoml 
1400 vibrations in a second, it would be of an inter- 
mediate colour between green and blue ; green cor^ 
responding to number 1333, and blue to 1600. 

0th June, neh 

LETTER XXI. 

Haw Opaque Bodies are rerid^ed visiMe. 

You will find no difficullr in the definition 1 
have been giving of coloured bodies. The particles 
of their surface are always endowed with a certain 
degree of elasticity, which riders them suscep- 
tible of a motion of vibration, as a string is always 
Busceptible of a certain sound ; and it is the number 
of vibrtttmis whieli these partielefi fure eapsMe of 

Vol. 11. - 
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making in a second which determines the species 
of colour. 

If the particles of the surface have not elasticity 
sujfficient to admit of such agitation, the body must 
be black, this colour being nothing else but a depri- 
aratiou of light, and all bodies from which no rays 
are transmitted to our eyes appearing black. 

I • now come to a very important question, re- 
specting which some doubts may be entertained* It 
may be asked, What is the cause of the motion of 
vibration which constitutes the colours of bodies % 

Into the- discovery of this, indeed, the whole is 
resolved ; for as soon as the particles of bodies shall 
be put in motion, the ether diffused through the air 
will immediately receive a similar agitation, which, 
continued to our eyes, constitutes there that which 
we call raysy from which vision proceeds. 

I remark, first, that the particles of bodies are not 
put in .motion by an internal, but an external power, 
just as a string distended would remain for ever at 
rest, were it not put in motion by some external 
force. Such is the case of all bodies in the dark; 
for,. as we see them not, it is a certain proof that 
they emit no rays, and that their particles are at rest. 
In other words, during the night bodies are in the 
same state with the strings of an instrument that is 
not touched, and which emit no sound; whereas 
bodies rendered visible may be compared to strings 
which emit sound. 

And as bodies become visible as soon as they are 
illuminated, that is, as soon as the rays of the sun, 
or of some other Iviminous body, fall upon them, it 
must follow, that jthe «ame cause which illuminates 
them must excite theit particles to generate rays, 
and to produce in our eyes the sensation of vision. 
The rays of light, then, falling upon a body, put its 
particles into a state of vibration. 

This appears at first surprising, because on ex- 
posing our hands to the strongest light no sensible 
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impression is made on them. It is to be considered, 
that the sense of touch is in us too gross to perceive 
these subtile and slight impressions; but that the 
sense of sight, incomparably more delicate, is 
powerfully aSiected by them. This furnishes an an-, 
contestable proof that the rays of light which fall 
upon a body possess sufficient force to act upon the 
minuter particles, and to communicate to them ai 
tremulous agitation. And in this precisely consists 
the action necessary to explain how bodies, when 
illuminated, are put in a condition themselves to 
produce rays, by means of which they become 
visible to us. It is sufficient that bodies should be 
luminous or exposed to the light, in order to the 
agitation of their particles, and thereby to their 
producing themselves rays which render them visible 
to us. 

The perfect analogy between hearing and sight 
gives to this explanation the highest degree of prob* 
ability. Let a harpsichord be exposed to a great 
noise, and you will see that not only the strings in 
general are put into a state of vibration, but you 
will hear the sound of each, almost as if it were 
actually touched. The mechanism of this phenome^ 
non is easily comprehended, as soon as it is known 
that a string agitated is capable of communicating 
to the air the same motion of vibration which, trans- 
mitted to the ear, excites in it the sensation of the 
sound which that same string emits. 

Now, as a string produces in the air such a mo- 
tion, it follows that the air reciprocally acts on the 
string, and gives it a tremulous motion. And as a 
noise is capable of putting in motion the strings of 
a harpsichord, and of extracting sounds from them, 
the same thing must take place in the objects of 
vision. 

Cc^oured bodies are similar to the strings of a 
barpsiehord, and the different colours to the differ- 
ent notes, in respect of high and low. The light 
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which falls on these bodies, bein^ analogons to ih« 
noise to which the harpsichord is exposed, acts on 
the particles of their surface as that noise acts on 
the strings of the harpsichord ; and these particles 
thus put in vibration will produce the rays which 
shall render the body visible. 
This elucidation seems to me sufficient to dissi- 

rite every doubt relating to my theory of colours, 
flatter myself, at least, that I huve established the 
true principle of all colours, as well as explained 
how they become -visible to us only by the tight 
whereby bodies are illuminated, unless such doubte 
turn upon some other point which I have not 
touched upon. 
tZtk June, 1761. 



LETTER XXII. 

The Wonders of the Human Vaiee. 

In explaining the theory of sounds, I considered 
only two respects in which sounds could differ: the 
one re^aidea the force of sound, and I remarked 
that it IS greater in proportion as the vibrations ex* 
cited in the air are more violent. Thus, the noiae 
of a discharge of cannon, or the ringing of a beH, 
has more force than that of a string, or of the ho* 
man voice. 

The other difference of sounds is totally inde* 
pendent of this, and refers to flat and sharp, accords 
ing to which we say some are low and otners high. 
My remark relatively to this difference made it to 
depend on the number of vibrations completed in a 
certain given time, say a second; so that the greater 
such number is, the higher or sharper is the sound; 
and the smaller it is, the sound is lowe|r or flatter. 

You can easily comprehend how the same note 
may be either strong or faint ; accordingly, we see 
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liiat the forte and jiano employed by musiciams 
change in.no respect the nature of sounds. Among 
tiie good qualities of a harpsichord, it is required 
that all the notes should have nearly the san\e de- 
gree of strength ; and it is always considered as a 
great fault when some of the strings are wound up 
to a greater degree of force than the rest. Now 
the flat and the sharp are referable only to the simple 
sounds, whose vibrations follow regularly, and at 
equal intervals; and in music we employ only those 
sounds which are denominated simple. Accords 
are compound sounds, or the concourse of several 
produced at once, among the vibrations of which a 
certain order must predominate, which is the found* 
ation of harmony. But when no relation among 
the vibrations is perceptible, it is a confused noise, 
with which it is impossible to. say what note of the 
harpsichord is in tune, such as the report of a can* 
non or musket. 

There is still another reraarkaMp difference among 
the simple sounds, which seems to have escaped 
the attention of philosophers. Two sounds may be 
of equal force, and in accord with the same note of 
the harpsichord, and yet very different to the ear. 
The sound of a flute is totally different from that of 
the French horn, though both may be in tune with 
tiie same note of the harpsichord, and equally strong; 
each sound derives a certain peculiarity from the 
instrument which emits it, but it is impossible to 
describe wherein this consists ; the same string too 
emits different sounds, according as it is struck, 
touched, or pinched. You can easily distinguish the 
sound of the horn, the flute, and other musical in- 
struments. 

The most wonderful diversity, to say nothing of 
the variety of articulation in speech, is observable 
in the human voice, that astonishing masterpiece of 
the Creator. Reflect but for a moment On the dif- 
ferent TOivrels which the mouth simply pronounces 

G3 
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or dings. When the vowel a is pronounced or sung i 
the sound is quite different from that of e, t, o, «, or 
at pronounced or sung, though on the same tone. 
We must not then lobk for the reason of this differ- 
ence in the rapidity or order of the vibrations ; no 
investigation of philosophers has hitherto unfolded 
this mystery. 

You must be perfectly sensible, that in order to 
utter these different vowels, a different conformation 
must be given to the cavity of the mouth ; and that 
in man the organization oi this part is much better 
adopted to produce these effects than that of ani- 
mals. • W^find, accordingly, that certain birds 
which learn to imitate the human voice are never 
capable of distinctly pronouncing the different 
vowels ; the imitation is at best extremely imperfect 

In many organs there is a stop which bears the 
name of the human voice; it usually, however, 
contains only the notes which express the vocal 
sounds at or ae. I have no doubt, that with some 
change it might be possible to produce likewise the 
Other vocal sounds a, c, iyO,u, ou; but even this 
would not be sufficient to imitate a single word of 
the human voice ; for how can we combine them 
with the consonants, which are so many modifica- 
.tions of the vowels * We are so conformed, that 
however common the practice, it is almost impos- 
sible to trace and explain the real mechanism. 

We distinctly observe tiiree organs employed in 
expressing the consonants^ the lips, the tongue, and 
the palate ; but the nose likewise essentially concurs. 
On stopping it, we become incapable of pronouncing 
the letters m and n; the sound of b and d only is 
then to be heard. A striking proof of the marvel* 
lous structure of our mouth for the pronunciation of 
the letters undoubtedly is, that all the skiU of man 
has not hitherto been capable of producing a piece 
of mechanism that could imitate it. The sonj^ has 
teen exactly imitated, bat without any articulation 
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of sotmds, and without distinction of the iUEsteot 
Towels. 

The construction of a machine capable of exnrest- 
ing sounds, with all the' articulations, would no 
doubt be a very important discovery. Were it pos- 
sible to execute ^uch a piece of mechanism, and 
bring it to such perfection that it could pronounce 
all words, by means of certain stops, like those of 
an organ or harpsichord, every one would be smv 
prised, and justly, to hear a machine pronounce 
whole discourses or sermons -together, with the 
most graceful accompaniments. Preachers and 
other orators, whose voice is either too weak or 
disagreeable, might play their selrmons or orations 
on such a machine, as organists do pieces of music. 
The thing does not seem to me impossible.* 

IBth June^ 1761. 



LETTER XXin. 

A Summary of the principal Phenomena of Electricity. 

The subject which I am now going to recommend 
to your attention almost terrifies me. The variety 
it presents is immense, and the enumeration of facts 
serves rather to confound than to inform. The 6ub« 

* Pipes bave actually lyien constrncted of such fbran, by Kratxen- 
•tein and Kempel«n, as to imitate very aocurately the difi^nt Towel 
flMunds produced by the haman voice. From this first attempt Kempelea 
proceedod to analyze the mechanism ofaiieech, and he succeeded in eoo- 
fltrnctinc a speaking machine, which uttered, not only words, but entire 
•entenoes. The four letters D, 6, K, T, however, baffled ail his inge« 
nnity ; and he was obliged to substitute for them the letter P, which wa« 
•o managed as to bear a considerable rosemblance to them, so much so, 
at least, as to deceive tbe auditory.— See the Edinburgh ErusydopcBdia^ 
article AcoosTin. vol. i. p. 190 ; and Automaton, vol. Hi. p. 198, when 
ft fUU account of this machine is given. — Bd. 

'fbo ingenuity of the Swiss mechanicians in constructing artifldal 
bMa, dogs, and other animals which emit sounds so neariy resembling 
tbflSB of their prototypes as to deceive many ears, is Icnown to (hose who 
liave visited the workshops of Geneva, Locle, Cband»'fbnd, and o(|Mr 
towns. Bee on this subject Bnwstar^ Natund Magic, No. I*. Bimri 
VmaOf Uhnnr.~-jlfli. Af. 
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feet I mean is electricity, which for soigne time past 
has become an object of such importance in phy- * 
sics that everyone is supposed to be acquainted 
with its effects. 

You must undoubtedly have frequently heard it 
mentioned in conversation ; but I know not whether 
you have ever witnessed any of the experiments. 
Natural philosophers of modem times prosecute the 
study of it with ardour, and are almost every day 
discovering new phenomena, the description of 
which woidd employ many hundreds of letters ; nay, 
periiaps I should never have done. 

Ana here it is I am embarrassed. I could not 
bear to think of letting you remain unacquainted 
with a branch of tiatural philosophy so essential ; 
but I would willingly save you the fatigue of wading 
through a diffuse detail of the phenomena, which 
aiter all would not furnish the necessary informa- 
tion. I flatter myself, however, that I have dis- 
covered a road which will lead so directly to the 
object, that you shall attain a knowledge of it much 
more perfect than that of most natural philosophers, 
who devote night and day to the investigation of 
these mysteries of nature. 

Without stopping to explain the various appear- 
ances and effects of electricity, which would engage 
me in a long and tedious detail, without extending 
your knowledge of the causes which produce these 
effects, I shall .pursue quite a different course, and 
begin with unfolding the true principle of nature on 
which all these phenomena are founded, however 
various they may appear, and from which they are 
all easily deducible. 

It is sufficient to remark, in general, that elec- 
tricity is excited by the friction of a glass tube. It 
thereby becomes electrical.: and then it alternately 
attracts and repels light bodies which are apphed to 
it ; and on the application of <7ther bodies, sparks of 
fire are mutuaUy extracted, which, increased m 
strength, kindle spirits of wine and other combustible 
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fiiijb8tances. On touching such a tube witii the 
finger, you feel, besides the spark, a puncture vhic^ 
may in certain circumstances be rendered so acute 
as to produce a commotion through the whole body. 

Instead of a tube of glass^ we likewise employ a 
globe of glass, iwhich is made to turn round an axis 
like a turning- wheel. During this motion it is rubbed 
with the hand, or with a cushion applied to it ; then 
the globe becomes electric, and produces the same 
'pheiu)mena as the tube. 

Besides glass, resinous bodies, *such as Spani^ 
wax, and sfiphur, likewise possess the property of 
becoming electric by friction; but certain species 
of bodies only have this quality, of which glass, 
sealing-wax, and sulphur are the principal. 

Other bo^^ undergo friction without producing 
aqy such effect ; no sign of electricity appears : bat 
on applyinj^ them to the first, when rendered elec«* 
trie, they immediately acquire the same property. 
They become electric, then, by communication, ^as 
they touch ; and frequently the approximation only 
of electric bodies renders them such. 

All bodies, therefore, are divisible into two classes ; 
in the one are included those that become electric bv 
fiiction, in the other those which are rendered sucn 
by communication, whereas friction produces no 
manner of effect on them. It is very remarkable 
that bodies of the first class receive no electricity 
from communication ; when you apply to a tube or 
globe of glass strongly electrified, other glasses or 
bodies which friction renders electric, this touch 
communicates no electricity to them. The distinc- 
tion of these two classes of bodies is worthy of 
attention ; the one class being disposed to become 
electrical by friction only, and not by communica* 
tion<^the other, on the contrary, only by ooQi* 

munication.* 

.» 

* Tke distinction t)etween these two elasste Is not so afecolata U t1i# 
anthOT*t remait wonid lead the MDdent to inftnr. Tlw elasMM in^ wtth 
proper precaution, convertible into each other.— ilm. Ei, 
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All metals belong to this last class, and the com- 
mnniGation extends so far, that on presenting one 
extremity of a wire to an electric body, the other 
extremity becomes so likewise, be the wire ever so 
long ; and on applying still another wire to the far- 
ther extremity of the first, the electricity is conveyed 
through the whole extent of thkt second thread— 
and thus electricity may be transmitted to the most 
remote distances. 

Water is a substance which receives electricity by 
communication. Large pools have been electrified 
to such a degree that the application of the fii^r 
has elicited sparks and excited pain. 

The prevailing persuasion now is, that lightning 
and thunder are the effect of the electricity which 
the clouds acquire, from whatever cause. A thunder- 
i^rm exhibits the same phenomena of electricity, 
on the great scale, which the experiments of natural 
philosophers do in miniature. 

QOth June, 1761. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Tke true Principle of Nature on which are founded all 
the Phenomena of Electricity. 

Thv summary I have exhibited of the principal 
phenomena of electricity has no doubt excited a 
curiosity to know what occult powers of nature are 
capable of producing effects so surprising. 

The greatest part of natural philosophers acknow- 
ledge their ignorance in this respect. They appear 
to be so dazzled by the eifdless variety of phenomena 
which every day present themselves, and by the sin- 
gularly marvellous circumstances which accompany 
these phenomena, that they are discouraged from 
atteinptmg an investigation of the true cause of 
them. They readily admit the existence of a subtile 
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matter, which is the primary agent in the production 
of the phenomena, and which they denominate the 
electric fluid; but they are so embarrassed about 
determining its nature and properties, that this im- 
portant branch of physics is rendered only more 
perplexed by their researches. 

There is no room to doubt that we must look for 
the source of all the phenomena of electricity only 
in a certain fluid and subtile matter ; but we have no 
need to go to the regions of imagination in quest of 
it. That subtile matter denominated ether, whose 
reality I have already endeavoured to demonstrate,* 
is sufficient very naturally to explain all the sur* 
prising effects which electricity presents. I hope I 
shall be able to set this in so clear a light, that you 
shall be able to account for every electrical phe- 
nomenon, however strange an appearance it may 
assume. 

The great requisite is to have a thorough know- 
ledge of the nature of ether. The air which we 
breathe rises only to a certain height above the sur- 
face of the earth ; the higher you ascend the more 
subtile it becomes, and at last it entirely ceases. 
We must not afiirm that beyond the region of the 
air there is a perfect vacuum which occupies the im- 
mense space in which the heavenly bodies revolve. 
The rays of light, which are diffused in all directions 
from these heavenly bodies, sufficiently demonstrate 
that those vast spaces are filled with a subtile matter. 

If the rays of light are emanations forcibly pro- 
jected from luminous bodies, as some philosophers 
have maintained, it must follow that the whole 
space of the heavens is filled with these rays — nay, 
that they move through it with incredible rapidity. 
You have only to recollect the prodigious velocity 
with which the rays of the sun are transmitted to us. 
On this hypothesis, not only would there be no 

* Am Letter XV. tqLU 
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Yictnuii, but all spsuce would be ^ed with a soMite 
matter, and that in a state of constant and most 
dreadM agitation. 

But I think I have clearly proved that rays of 
light are no more emanations projected from lumi- 
nous bodies than sotmd is from sonorous bodies. 
It is much more certain that rays of light are too- 
thing else but a tremulous motion or agitation of a 
subtile matter, just as sound consists of a similar 
agitation excited in the air. And as sound is pro- 
duced and transmitted by the air, light is produced 
and transmitted by that matter, incomparably more 
subtile, denominated ether, which consequently fills 
the immense space between the heavenly bodies. 

Ether, then, is a medium proper for the transmis- 
sion of rvys of light: and this same quality puts us 
in a condition to extend our knowledge of its nature 
and properties. We have onlj to reflect on the 
properties of air, which render it adapted to the re- 
ception and transmission of sound. The principal 
cause is its elasticity or spring. You know that air 
has a power of expanding itself in all directions, and 
that it does expand the instant that obstacles are 
removed. The air is never at rest but when its 
elasticity is everywhere the same ; whenever it is 

S 'eater in one place than another the air imme- 
ately expands. We likewise discover by experi- 
ment that the more the air is compressed, the more 
its elasticity increases : hence the force of air-guns, 
in which the air, being very strongly compressed, is 
capable of discharging the ball with astonishing ve- 
locity. The contrary takes place when the air is 
rarefied : its elasticity becomes less^ in proportion 
as it is more rarefied, or difiiised over a larger space. 
On the elasticity of the air, then, relative to its 
density, depends the velocity of sound, which makes 
a progress of 11 48 feet in a second. If the elasticity 
of the air were increased, its density remaining the 
same, the velocity of sound would increase ; and the 
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Mme tiling ifroiild take place if the air were more 
rare or less dense than it is, its elasticity being the 
same. In general, the more that an}^ medium, simi- 
lar to air, is elastic, and at the same time less dense, 
the more rapidly will the aviations excited in it be 
transmitted. Aiid as light is transmitted so many 
thousand times more rapidly than sound, it must 
clearly follow that the ether, that medium whose 
agitations constitute light, is many thousand times 
more elastic than air, and, at the same time, many 
thousand times more rare or more subtile, both of 
these qualities c(mtributing to accelerate the propa- 
gation of light. 

Such are the reasons whjch lead us to conclude 
that ether is many thousand times more elastic and 
more subtile than air ; its nature being in other re- 
spects similar to that of air, in as much as it is like- 
wise a fluid matter, and susceptible of compression 
and of rarefaction. It is this quality which will 
conduct us to the explanation of all the phenomena 
of electricity. 

fS3d June, 1761. 



LETTER XXV. 

C&niinuaHim. Different Nature of Bodies relatively 

to Electricity, 

Etbir being a subtile matter and similar to air, 
lifut many thousand times more rare and more 
elastic, it cannot be at rest, unless its elasticity, or 
the force with which it tendd to expand, be the same 
-everywhere. 

As soon as the ether in one place shall be more 
elastic than in another, which is the case when it is 
more compressed there, it will expand itself into the 
parts adjacent, compressing what it finds there till 
the nHiole is reduced to the same degree of elaaticity . 

Vol. n.— H 
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It is then in equilibrio, the eqaiUbriuni belmj^nothu^ 
else but the state of rest, when the powers which have 
a tendency to disturb it counterbalance each o^er. 

When, therefore, the ether is not in equilibrio the 
same thing must ta^e place as in air, when its equi- 
librium is disturbed; it must expand itself from the 
place where its elasticity is greater towards that 
where it is less ; but, considering its greater elasticity 
and subtilty, tMs motion must be much more rapid 
than that of air. The want of equihbrium in the 
air produces wind, or the motion of that fluid from 
one place to another. There must therefore be pro- 
duced 9 species of wind, but incomparably more 
subtile than that of air, when the equilibrium of the 
ether is distuibed, by which this last fluid will pass 
from places where it was more compressed and 
more elastic to those where it was less so. 

This being laid down, I with confidence affirm that 
all the phenomena of electricit]^ are a natural cour 
sequence of want of equihbrium in the ether, so that 
wherever the equihbnum of the ether is disturbed 
the phenomena of electricity must take place ; con- 
sequently, electricity is nothing else but a derange- 
ment of the equilibnum of the ether. 

In order to unfold all the effects of electricity, we 
must attend to the manner in which ether is blended 
and enveloped with all the bodies which surround us. 
Ether, in these lower regions, is to be found only in 
the smaU interstices wluch the particles of the air 
and of other bodies leave unoccupied. Nothing can 
be more natural than that the ether, from its extreme 
subtihty and elasticity, should insinuate itself into 
the smallest pores of bodies which are impervious 
to air, and even into those of the air itself. You- wil} 
recollect that all bodies, however soUd tb/^y may 
appear, are full of pores ; and many experiments in- 
Gontestably demonstrate that these mterstices occupy 
much more space than the sohd parts ; finally, the 
.less ponderous a body is, the more it must be filled 
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ivith these pores, which contain ether only. It is 
clear, therefore, that though the ether be thus dif- 
fused through the smallest pores of bodies, it must 
however be found in very great abundance in the 
vicinity of the earth. 

Yon will eaisily comprehend that the difference of 
these pores must be very great, both as to magnitude 
and figure, according to the different nature of the 
bodies, as their diversity probably depends on the 
diversity of their pores. There must be, therefore, 
undoubtedly, pores more close, and which have less 
communication with others ; so that the ether which 
they contain is hkewise more confined, and cannot 
disengage itself but with great difficulty, though its 
elastici^ may be much greater than that of the 
ether which is lodged in the adjoining pores. There 
must be, on the contrary, pores abundantly open, 
and of easy communication with the adjacent pores; 
in this case it is evident that the ether lodged in 
them can with less difficulty disengage itself than 
in the preceding ; and if it is more or less elastic in 
these than in the others, it will soon recover its 
equilibrium. 

In order to distinguish these two classes of pores, 
I shall denominate the first dose, and the others 
epen. Most bodies must contain pores of an mter- 
mediate species, which it will be sufficient to (hs- 
tinguish by the terms more or less close, and more or 
less open. 

This being laid down, I remark, first, that if all 
bodies had pores perfectly close, it would be impos- 
sible to chwge the elasticity of the air contained in 
them ; and even though the ether in some of these 

Eores should have acquired, from whatever cause, a 
igher degree of elasticity than the others, it would 
always remain in that state, and never recover its 
equihbrium, from a total want of communication^ 
In this case no change could take place in bodies; 
ail would "Mmain in the same state as if the e^cr 
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were in eqoilibrio, and no pheoomeium of electricity 

could be produced. 

This would likewise be the pase if the pores of 
all bodies were perfectly open ; for then, though the 
ether might be more or less elastic in some pores 
than in others, the equilibrium would be instantly 
restored, from the entire freedom of communication 
— and that so rapidly that we should not be in a 
condition to remark the slightest change. For the 
same reason it would be impossible to cGsturb the 

Xllibrium of the ether contamed in such pores ; as 
n as the equiUbrium might be disturbed, it would 
be as instantaneously restored, and no sign of elec- 
tricity would be discoverable. 

The pores of all bodies being neither perfectly 
close nor perfectly oi>en, it will always be possible 
to disturb the equdibrium of the ether which they 
contain: and when this happens, from whaterer 
cause, the equilibrium cannot fail to re-establish 
itself; but this re-establishment will require some 
time, and this produces certain phenomena; and 
you will presently see, much to your satisfaction, 
that they are precisely the same which electrical 
experiments have discovered. It will then appear 
that the principles on which I am going to estabiish 
the theory of electricity are extremely simple, and 
at the same time absolutely incontrovertible. 

27th June, 1761. 



LETTER XXVI. 

On the same Stdject 

I HOPK I have now surmounted the most formi- 
dable difficulties which present themselves in the 
theory of electricity;. You have only to preserve 
the idea of ether which I have been ejqdaimng ; and 
which isi that extremely subtile and elastiG matter 
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diiRised, not only through all the void spaces of the 
universe, but through the minutest ]^re8 of all 
bodies in which it is sometimes more and sometimes 
less engaged, according as they are more or less 
close. This consideration conducts us to two prin- 
cipal species of bodies, of which the one has pores 
more close, and the other pores more open. 

Should it happen, therefore, that the ether con- 
tained in the pores of bodies has not throughout the 
same degree of elasticity, and that it is more or less 
compressed in some than in others,. it will make an 
effort to recover its equilibrium ; and it is precisely 
from this that the phenomena of electricity^ take 
their rise, which, of consequence, will be varied in 
proportion as the pores in which the ether is lodged 
are various, and grant it a communication more or 
less free with the others. 

This difference in the pores of bodies perfectly 
corresponds to that which the first phenomena of 
electricity have made us to remark in them, by which 
some easily become electrical by communication, or 
the proximity of an electrical body, whereas others 
scarcely undergo- any change. Hence you will im- 
mediately infer that bodies which receive electricity 
so easily by communication alone are those whose. 
pores axe open; and that the others, which are' 
almost insensible to electricity, must have theirs 
clos^, either entirely or to a very great degree. 

It is, then, by the phenomena of electricity them- 
selves that we are enabled to conclude what are- 
the bodies whose pores are close or open. Respect- 
ing which permit me to suggest the following elu- 
^dations. 

First, the air which we breathe has its pores 
almost entirely close ; so that the ether which it 
contains cannot disengage itself but with di0lculty, 
and must find equal difficulty in attempting to pene- 
trate into it. Thus, though the ether difiused 
through the air is not in equilibrio with that which 

H2 
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it odntaiiied in other bodies where it is move or less 
compfiesded; the re-establishment of its equilibriimi 
is not to be produced without extreme difficulty; 
this is to be understood of dry air, humidity being 
of a different nature, as I shall presently remark. 

Further, we must rank in this class of bodies with 
close poreBj glass, pitchj resin&us bodies^ seaUng-vfoai 
stUpkur, and particmarlv silk. These substances hare 
their pores so very close that it is with extreme 
difficulty the ether can either escape from or peoe-> 
trate into them. 

The other class, that of bodies whose pores are 
open, contains, first, water and other liquors, whose 
nature is totall3r different from that of air. For this 
reason, when air becomes humid it totally ohanffea 
its nature with respect to electricity, and the ether 
can enter or escape without almost any difficulty. 
To this class of bodies with open pores likewise 
must be referred those of animals, and adl metals. 

Other bodies, such as wood, several sorts of stones 
and earths, occupy an intermediate state between the 
two principal s]>ecies which I have just mentioned ; 
and the ether is cajpable of entering or escaping 
with more or less facility, according to the nature 
of each species. 

After these elucidations on the different nature 
of bodies with respect to the ether which they con- 
tain, you will see with much satisfaction how aU 
the phenomena of electricity, which have been con- 
sidered as 80 many prodigies, flow very naturally 
from them. 

All depends, then, on the state of the ether dif- 
fused or dispersed through the pores of all bodies, • 
in as far as it has not throughout the same degree- 
of elasticity, or as it is more or less compressed in. 
some than m others : for the ether not being then ixk 
equilibrio will make an effort to recover it. It will 
endeavour to disengage itself as far as the opennesa 
of the pores will permit from places where U is toa 
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amich compressed, to expand itself and enter into 
pores where there is less compression, tiU it is 
:throi]^hout reduced to the same degree of com- 
pression and elasticity, and is, of consequence, in 
equilibrio. 

Let it be remarked, that when the ether passes 
irom a body where it was too much compressed into 
another where, it is less so, it meets with great ob- 
stacles in the air which separates the two ^dies on 
;account of the pores of tms fluid, which are almost 
entirely close. It however passes through the air 
:as a liquid and extremely subtile matter, provided 
its force is not inferior, or the interval between the 
<1)odie8 too great. Now, this passage of the ether 
tieing very much impeded, and almost entirely pre- 
sented by the pores of the air, the same thing will 
liappen to it as to air forced with velocity through 
«matl apertures — a hissing sound is heard — ^wbich 
proves that this fluid is then put into an agitation 
"Which produces such a sound. 

It is, therefore, extremely natural that the ether, 
£>rced to penetrate through the pores of the air, 
should likewise receive a species of agitation. You 
will please to recollect, that as agitation of the air 
produces sound, a similar agitation of ether produces 
jught. As often, then, as ether escapes from one 
body to entor into another, its passage through the 
air must be accompanied with light; which appears 
sometimes under the form of a spark, sometimes 
imder that of a flash of lightnii^, according as its 
quantity is more or less considerable. 

Here, then, is the most remarkable circumstance 
which accompanies most electrical phenomena, ex- 
plained to a demonstration, on the principles I have 
laid down.* I shall now enter into a more particular 

* Tb tlKMM eonTenant with the Tarioos phenoiiMM of claetrlelty, tte 
»«lit)m'8 theory of cloota and open poree, and of the diArent def reea af 
. ca iupt aaa tott af hUi aappoaed athat. will be de e med O m^fny araht 
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detail, which will furnish me with a very agreeable 
subject for some following Letters. 
ZOth June, 1761. 



LETTER XXVn. 

Of Positive and Negative Electricity, Expianatian of 
the Phenomenon of Attraction, 

You will easily comprehend, from what I have 
above advanced, that a body most become electrical 
whenever the ether contained in its pores becomes 
more or less elastic than that which is lodged in 
adjacent bodies. This takes place when a greater 
quantity of ether is Introduced into the pores of such 
body, or when part of the ether which it contained is 
forced out. In the former case, the ether becomes 
more compressed, and consequently more elastic ; in 
the other, it becomes rarer, and loses its elasticity. 
In both cases it is no longer in equilibrio with that 
which is external ; and the efforts which it makes to 
recover its equilibrium produce all the phenomena 
of electricity. 

You see, then, that a body may become electric 
in two different ways, according as the ether con- 
tained in its pores becomes more or less elastic than 
that which is external ; hence result two species of 
electricity : the one, by which the ether is rendered 
more elastic, or more compressed, is denominated 
increased or positive electricity ; ihe other, in which 
the ether is less elastic, or more rarefied, is denom- 
inated diminished or negative electricity. The phe- 
nomena of both are nearly the same; a slight difer- 
once only is observable, which I shall mention. 

Bodies are not naturally electrical — as the elas- 
ticity of the ether has a tendency to maintain it in 
equilibrio, it must always require a violent operation 
to disturb this equilibrium, and to render bodies 
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electrical ; and such operations must act on bodies 
with close pores, that the equilibrinm, once deranged, 
may not be instantly restored. We accordingly find 
that glass, amber, sealing-wax, or sulphur are the 
bodies employed to excite electricity. 

The easiest operation and for some time past, 
the most universally known, is to rub| a stick of seal- 
ing-wax with a piece of woollen cloth, in order to 
communicate to that wax the power of attracting 
small slips of paper and of other light bodies.. Am- 
ber, by means of friction, produces the same phe- 
nomena; and as the ancients gave to this body the 
name of electrumi the power excited by friction ob- 
tained, and preserves, the name of e/ec/rictiy— natural 
philosophers of the remotest ages having remarked 
that this substance acquired by friction the faculty 
of attracting light bodies. 

This effect undoubtedly arises from the derange- 
ment of the equilibrium of the ether by means of 
friction. I must begin, therefore, with explaining 
this well-known experiment. Amber and sealing- 
wax have their pores abundantl)r close, and those of 
wool are abundantly open; during the friction, the 
pores of both the one and the other compress them- 
selves, and the ether which is contained in them is 
reduced to a higher degree of elasticity. According 
as the pores (S the wool are susceptible of a com- 
pression ^eater or less than those of amber or seal- 
ing-wax, it must happen that a portion of ether shall 
pass from the wool into the amber, or, reciprocally, 
from the amber into the wool. In the former case, 
the amber becomes positively electric, and in the 
other negatively — and its pores being close, it will 
remain m this state for some time; whereas the 
wool, though it has undergone a similar change, will 
presently recover its natural state. 

From the experiments which electric- sealing-wax 
fumishes, we conclude that its electricity is negativef 
and that a part of its ether has passed during the 
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friction into the wool. Hence you perceive how a 
stick of sealing-wax is, by friction on woollen cloth, 
deprived of part of the ether which it contained, 
and must thereby become electric. Let us now see 
what effects must result from this, and how far they 
correspond with observation and experience. 

Let A B, Fig, 39, be a stick of sealing- 
wax, from which, by friction, part of the Fig, 89. 
ether contained in its pores has been O 
forced out ; that which remains, being ^ 
less compressed, will therefore have less 
force to expand itself, or, in other words, 
will have less elasticity than that con- 
tained in other bodies in the circumam- 
bient air : but as the pores of air are still 
closer than those of sealing-wax, this 
prevents the ether contained in the air 
from passing into the sealing-wax, to 
restore the equilibriiim: at least this 
will not take place till after a consider- 
able interval of time. 

Let a small and very light body C, 
whose pores are open, be now presented 
to the stick of sealing-wax, the ether 
contained in them, finding a free pass- 
age, because it has more force to expand 
itself than is opposed to it by the ether 
shut up in the stick at c, will suddenly escape will 
force a passage for itself through the air, provided 
the distance is not too great, and will enter into the 
sealing-wax This passage, however, will not be 
effected without very considerable difficulty, as the 
pores of the seaHng-wax have only a very small 
aperture, and consequently it will not be accom- 
pamed with a vehemence capable of putting the ether 
ma motion of agitation, to excite a sensible light. 
Afamt ghmmenng only wiU be perceptible in the 
dark, if the electricity is sufficiently strong. 
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But another pheuomenoii will be observable which 
is no less surprising— the small body C will spring* 
towards the sealing-wax as if attracted by it. To 
explain the cause of this, you have only to consider 
that the small body C, in its natural state, is equally 
pressed on all sides by the air which surrounds it ; 
but as in its present state the ether makes its escape 
and passes through the air in the. direction C c, it is 
evident that this last fluid will not press so violently 
on the small body on this side as on any other, 
and that the pressure communicated to it towards c 
will be more powerful than in any other direction, 
impelling it towards the sealing-wax as if attracted 
by it. 

Thus are explained, in a manner perfectly intel- 
ligible, the attractions observable in the phenomena 
of electricity. In this experiment, the electricity is 
too feeble to produce more surprising effects. I 
shall have the honour of presenting you with a more 
ample detail in the following Letters. 

^th July, 1761. 



LETTER XXVIII. 

On the same Subject* 

SuoB were the faint beginnings of the electrical 
phenomena ; it was not till lately that they were 
carried much farther. At first a tube of glass was 
employed, similar to that of which barometers are 
mside, but of a larger diameter, which \^as rubbed 
with the naked hand, or with a piece of woollen 
cloth, and electrical phenomena more striking were 
observed. 

You will readily comprehend, that on rubbing a 
tube of glass, part of the ether must pass, in virtue 
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of the compresdion of the pords of the giaae, and of 
the rubbing body, either from the hand into the glasai 
or from the glass into the hand, according as the 
pores of the one or of the other are more sasceptiUe 
of compression in the friction. The ether, after 
tins operation, easily recovers its equiUbrium in the 
hand, because its pores are open ; but those of the 
glass being abundantly close, this fluid will preserve 
Its state in it, whether the glass is surcharged or 
exhausted, and consequentl]^ will be electric, and 
will produce phenomena similar to those of sealing- 
•wax, but undoubtedly much stronger, as its electri- 
city is carried to a higher degree, as well from the 
greater diameter of the tube as from the very nature 
of glass. 

Experiments give us reason to conclude that the 
tub>e of glass becomes, by these means, surcharged 
with ether, whereas sealing-wax is exhausted of it ; 
the phenomena however are nearly the same. 

It must be observed that the glass tube retains its 
electricity as long as it is surrounded only with air^ 
because the pores of the glass and those of the air 
are too close to allow a communication sufficiently 
free to the ether, and to exhaust the glass of what 
it has more than in its natural state ; superfluity of 
ether always increasing elasticity. But the air must 
be very dry, for only when in that state are its pores 
sufficiently close ; when it is humid or loaded with 
vapours, experiments do not succeed, whatever de- 
gree of friction you bestow on the glass. The reason 
is obvious ; for water, which renders the air humid, 
having its pores very open, receives every instant 
the superfluous ether which was in the glass, anul 
which of course remains in its natural state. Ex* 
periments succeed, then, in only very dry air : let u» 
now see what phenomena a glass tube wiU in that 
case produce^ after having undergone considerable 
fricUon* 
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It is clear that on presenting to it a small Fig, 40. 
light body C, Fig, 40, with open pores, 
such as gold lea?, the ether in the tube, 
more elastic at the nearest parts, D, £, 
-will not make ineffectual efforts to dis- 
charge itself and pass into the pores of 
the body C. It will force a path through 
the air, provided the distance be not too 
great; and you will even see a light 
between the tube and the body, occa- 
sioned by the agitation excited in the 
ether, which passes with difficulty from 
the tube into the body. When, instead 
of the body C, the finger is applied to 
H, you feel a pricking, occasioned by 
the rapid entrance of the ether ; and if 
you expose your face to it at some dis- 
tance, you feel a certain agitation in the 
air, excited by the transition of the ether. These 
circumstances are likewise accompanied sometimes 
with a slight Crackling, produced undoubtedly by the 
agitation of the air, which the ether traverses with 
Buch rapidity. 

I must entreat you to keep in mind, that an agita- 
tion in the air always produces a sound, and that 
the motion of ether produces light ; and then the 
explanation of these phenomena will become abun- 
dantly easy. 

Let the small light body C be replaced in the 
▼icinity of our electric tube ; as long as the ether is 
escaping from the tube^ to enter into the pores of the 
body C, the air will be in part expelled from it, and 
consequently will not press so strongly on the body- 
on that side as in every other direction ; it will 
happen, then, as in the preceding case, that the body 
O will be impelled towards the tube, and being light, 
will come close up to it. We see, then, that this 
apt>arent attraction equally takes place, whether the 
ether in the tube be too much or too little elastto. 

Vol. n.— I 



08 ON THE ELECTRIC ATMOSPHERE* 

or whether the elasticity of the tnbe be positive or 
negative. In both cases, the passage of the ethet 
stops the air, and by its pressure hinders it from 

acting. 

But while the small body C is approaching the 
tube, the passage of the ether becomes stronger, and 
the body C will soon be as much surcharged with 
ether as the tube itself. Then the action of the 
ether, which arises from its elasticity only, entirely 
ceases, and the body C will sustain on all sides an 
equal pressure. The attraction will cease, and the 
body C will remove from the tube, as nothing detains 
it, and its own gravity puts it in motion. Now, as 
soon as it removes, its pores being open, its super- 
fluous ether presently escapes in the air, and it 
returns to its natural state. The body will then act 
as at the beginning, and you will see it again approach 
the tube, so that it will appear alternately attracted 
and repelled by it ; apd this play will go on till the 
tube has lost its electricity. For as, on every 
attraction, it discharges some portion of its super- 
fluous ether, besides the insensible escape of part of 
it in the air, the tube will soon be re-established m 
its natural state, and in its equilibrium; and. this so 
much the more speedily as the tube is small, and the 
body C light ; then all the phenomena of electricity 
will cease. 

7th July, 1761. 



LETTER XXIX. 

On the Electric Atmosphere* 

I !iAi> almost forgotten to bring forwaid a most 
essential circumstance, which accompanies all elec- 
tric bodies, whether positively or negatively suchj and 
Which supplies some very striking elucidations for 
•iplaining the phenomena of electricity^ 
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Though it be indubitably trae that the pores of 
air are very close, and scarcely permit any commu* 
nication between the ether that they contain and 
what is in the vicinity, it undergoes, however, some 
change when near to an electric body. 

Let us first consider an electric body negatioely so^ 
as a stick of sealing* j^^ 92^ 

wax A B, Fig. 92, ^p^s^?K»»%« 

which has been de- 
prived by friction of ^ 
part of the ether con- ^{«wi><J«^IJ^J^^^^»i$^5^i^^^^ 
tamed m its pores, ao 
that what it now contains has less elasticity than 
that of other bodies, and consequently than that of 
the air which surrounds the wax. It must necessarily 
happen, that the ether contained in the particles of 
the air which immediately touch the wax, as at m, 
having greater elasticity, should discharge itself, in 
however small a degree, into the pores of the wax, 
and will consequently lose somewhat of its elasticity. 
In like manner, the particles of air more remote, 
suppose at n, will likewise suffer a portion of their 
ether -to escape into the nearer at m, and so on to a 
certain distance beyond which the air will no longer 
undergo any change. In this mamier, the air round 
the stick of wax to a certain distance will be 
deprived of part of its ether, and become itself 
electric. 

This portion of the air, which thus partakes of the 
electricity of the stick of wax, is denominated the 
electric atmosphere ; and you will see from the proofs 
which I havje just adduced, that every electric body 
must be surrounded with an atmosphere. For n 
the body is positively electric, so as to contain a 
superfluity of ether, it will be more compressed in 
such a body, and consequently more elastic, as is 
the case with a tube of glass when rubbed ; this ether, 
more elastic, then discharges itself, in a smaU degree, 
into the particles of air which immediately touch % 



•I 
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iod thence into particles more remote, to a certain 
' distance ; this will form another electric atmosphere 
round the tube, in which the ether will be more 
compressed, and consequently more elastic than 
elsewhere. 

It is evident that this atmosphere which surrounds 
such bodies must gradually diminish the electricity 
of them, as in the first case there passes almost con- 
tinually a small portion of ether from the surround- 
ing air into the electric body, and which, in the 
other case, issues from the electric body and passes 
into the air. This is likewise the reason why 
electric bodies at length lose their electricity; and 
this so much the sooner, as the pores of the air 
are more open. In a humid air, whose pores are 
Tery open, all electricity is almost instantly extin- 
guished ; but in very dry air it continue^i a consid- 
erable time. 

This electric atmosphere becomes abundantly 
sensible on applying your face to an electrided 
body ; you have a feeling similar to the application 
of a spider^s web, occasioned by the gentle transition 
of the ether from the face into the electric body, or 
reciprocally, from this last into the face, according 
as it is negative or positive, to use the common 
expression. 

The electric atmosphere serves likewise more 
clearly to explain that alternate attraction and 
repulsion of light bodies placed near to electric 
bodies which I mentioned in the preceding Letter ; 
in which yon must have remarked, that the explana- 
tion of repulsion there given is incomplete ; but the 
electric atmosphere will supply the defect. 

Let A B, Fig. 93, rep- j^ q« 

resent an electric tube .... ^^'^o. 
of glass surcharged with lliil[j|||i!l!!i|lij||i i 
ether, and let C be a small 
light body, with pores suf- 
ficiently open, in its nat- 
ural state. Let the atmo- 
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.rohere extend as far as the distance D E. Now> as 
the vicinity of C contains already an ether more 
clastic, this will discharge itself into the pores of 
the body C ; there will immediately issue from the 
tube a new ether, which will pass from D into C, 
and it is the atmosphere chiefly which facilitates 
this passage. For if the ether contained in the air 
had no communication with that in the tube, the 
corpuscle C would not feel the vicinity of the tube ; 
but while the ether is passing from D to C, the 
pressure of the air between C and D will be dimin- 
ished, and the corpuscle C will no longer be pressed 
equally in all directions; it will therefore be im- 
pelled towards D, as if attracted by it. Now, in 
proportion as it approaches, it will be likewise more 
and more surcharged with ether, and will become 
electric as the tube itself, and consequently the 
electricity of the tube will no longer act upon it. 

But as the corpuscle, being now arrived at D, con- 
tains too much ether, and more than the air at E, it 
will have a tendency to escape, in order to make its 
way to E. The atmosphere in which the compres- 
sion of the ether continues to diminish from D to E 
will facilitate this passage, and the superfluous ether 
Will in effect flow from the corpuscle towards E. By 
this passage, the pressure of the air on the corpuscle 
will be smaller on that side than everywhere else, 
and consequently the corpuscle will be carried 
towards D, as if the tube repelled it. But as soon 
as it arrives at E, it discharges the superfluous ether, 
and recovers its natural state ; it will then be again 
attracted towards the tube, and having reached it, 
will be again repelled, for the reason which I have 
just been explaining. 

It is the electric atmosphere then chiefly which 
produces these singular phenomena, when we see 
electrified bodies alternately attract and repel small 
]ight bodies, such as little sups of paper, or particle* 

13 
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of metal, with which this experiment best succeeds, 
{US the substances have very open pores. 

You will see, moreorer, that what I have just now 
said respecting positive electricity must equally take 
place in negative. The ^transition of the ether is 
only reversed, by which the natural pressure of the 
air must always be diminished. 

nth Julyy 1761. 



LETTER XXX;. 

CommumcatMn of Electricity to a Bar of IroUf by 
means of a Globe of Olass, 

AvTBR the experiments made with glass tubes, we 
have proceeded to carry electricity to a higher de- 
gree of strength. Instead of a tube, a globe or 
round ball of glass has been employed, which is 
made to turn with great velocity round an axis, and 
on applying the hand to it, or a cushion of some 
matter with open pores, a friction is produced which 
renders the globe completely electric. 

Fiff, 94 represents this globe, Fig, 94. 
which may be made to move round 
an axis A B, by a mechanism simi- 
lar to that employed by turners. 
C is the cushion strongly applied 
to the globe, on which it rubs as it 
turns round. The pores of the 
cushion being, in this friction, com- 
pressed more than those of the glass, the ether con* 
tained in it is expelled, and forced to insinuate itself 
into the pores of the glass, where they continue to 
accumulate, because the open pores of the cushion 
are continually suppl3dng it with more ether, which 
it is extracting, at least in part, from surrounding 
bodies ; and thus the globe may be surcharged with 
aether to a much higher degree than glass tubes. 
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The effects of electricity are accordiBgly rendered 
much more considerable/ but of the same nature 
with those which I have ^escribed, alternately at- 
tracting and repelling light t)odies ; and the sparks 
which we see on. toucMUg the electric globe are 
much more lively. > 

But naturalists have not rested satisfied with such 
e3q)eriments, but have employed the electrical globe 
in the discoveiy of phenomena much more sui^ 
prising. 

Having constructed the machine for tnmiBg the 
g^obe round its axis A B, a bar of iron F G, Fig. 95, 

-F^. 96. 




is suspended above, or on one side of the globe, and 
towards the globe is directed a chain of iron or other 
metal E D, terminating at D, in metallic filaments, 
which touch the globe. It is sufficient that this chain 
be attached to the bar of iron in any manner what- 
ever, or but touch it. When the globe is turned 
J!Ouzid, and in turning made tp rub on the cushion at 
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O, in order that the glass may become surcharged 
witji ether, which will consequently be more elastic, 
it will easily pass from thence into the filaments D, 
for, being of metal, tjieir pores are very open ; and 
from thence, again, it will discharge itself by the 
chain D E, into the bar of iron F Q, Thus, by means 
of the globe, the ether extracted from the cushion 
C will successively accumulate in the bar of iron 
F G, which likewise, of consequence, becomes elec- 
tric ; and its electricity increases in proportion as 
you continue to turn the globe. 

If this bar had a further communication with other 
bodies whose pores too are open, it would soon dis- 
charge into them its superfluous ether, and thereby 
lose its electricity; the ether extracted from the 
cushion would be dispersed over all the bodies which 
had an intercommunication, and its greatest com- 
pression would not be more perceptible. To pre- 
vent this, which would prove fatal to ail the phe- 
nomena of electricity, the bar must of necessity be 
supported or suspended by props of a substance 
whose pores are very close ; such as glass, pitchy 
sulphur, 'sealing-wax, and silk. It would be proper, 
then, to support the bar on props of glass or pitch, 
or to suspend it by cords of silk. The bar is thus 
secured against the transmission of its accumulated 
ether, as it is surrounded on all sides only by bodies 
with close pores, which permit hardly any admission 
to the ether in the bar. The bar is then said to be 
irmdated, that is, deprived of all contact which could 
communicate, and thereby diminish, its electricity. 
You must be sensible, however, that it is not possible 
absolutely to prevent all waste ; for this reason, the 
electricity of such a bar must continually diminish, 
if it were not kept up by the motion of the globe. 

In this manner electricity may be communicated 
to a bar of irouj which never could be ^one by the 
most violent and persevering friction, because of the 
ppennesB of its pores. And, for the same reason. 
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such a bar rendered electric by communication pro- 
duces phenomena much more surprising. On pre- 
senting to it a finger, or any other part of the body, 
you see a very brilliant spark dart from it, which, 
entering into the body, excites a pungent and some- 
times painful sensation. I recollect having onoe 
presented to it my head, covered with my peruke 
and hat, and the stroke penetrated it so acutely that 
I felt the pain next day.* 

These sparks, whicH escape from every part of the 
bar on presenting to it a body with open pores, set 
on fire at once spirit of wine, and kill small birds 
whose heads are exposed to them. On plunging 
the end of the chain D E into a basin filled with 
water, and supported by bodies with close pores, 
0Qch as glass, pitch, silk, the whole water becomes 
electric ; and some authors assure us that they have 
seen considerable lakes electrified in this manner, so 
that on applying the hand you might have seen 
even very pungent sparks emitted from the water. 
But it appears to me that the globe must be turned 
a very long time indeed, to convey such a portion'^ 
ether into a mass of water so enormous ; it would ; 
likewise necessary that the bed of the lake, an' 
every thing in contact with it, should have the 
pores close.f 

The more open, then, the pores of a body are, tl^j 
more disposed it is to receive a higher degree of 
electricity, and to produce prodigious effects. You 
must admit that all this is perfectly conformable to 
the principles which I at first established. 
Uth July, 1761. 

* In the Mriy period ef tbe selenoe, the retnlti of deetrie leHoa 
wore 00 new and surprising ihat the imaginations of many persom 
wore hlglily wrought upon by them. Mnschenbroeck asserted, it Is said, 
that he would not take a second shock Ihr the kingdom of Fnam.—-Am. 



t Bneh an eflbet a« the antbor aUodssto isiipt in th0 iMitdQgiw pra^ 
«Ue.— Jim. Ed, 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Electrization of Men and AnimaU. 

As electricity may be communicated from glass to 
a bar of iron, by means of a chain which forms that 
commimication, it may likewise be conveyed into the 
human body ; for the t>odie8 of animals have this 
property in common with metals and water, that 
their pores are very open ; biit the man who is to 
be the subject of the experiment must not be in 
contact with other bodies whose pores are likewise 
open. 

For this purpose, the man is placed on a large lump 
of pitch, or seated on a chair supported by fflass 
columns, or a chs^r suspended by cords of silk, as 
all these substances have pores sufficiently close to 
prevent the escape of the ether with which the body 
of the man becomes surcharged by electricity. 

This precaution is absc^utely necessary, for were 
the man placed on the ground, the pores of which 
are abundantly open, as soon as the ether was con- 
yeyed into his body to a higher degree of compres- 
sion, it would iinmediately discharge itself into th^ 
earth ; and we must be in a condition to surcharge it 
entirely with ether before the man could become 
electric. Now you must be sensible that the cushion 
by which the globe of glass is rubbed could not pos- 
sibly supply such a prodigious quantity of ether, and 
that were you to extract it even out of the earth 
itself, you could gain no ground, for you would just 
take away as much on the one hand as you gave on 
the other. 

Having then placed the man whom you mean tQ 
electrify in the manner which I have indicated, you 
have only to make him touch with his hand the 
globe of glass while it turns^ and the ether accumci* 
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lated in the globe will easily pass into the open pores ^ 
of the hand, and diffuse itself over the whole body, 
from whence it cannot so easily escape, as the air 
and all the bodies with which he is surrounded have 
their pores close. Instead of touching the globe 
with nis hand, it will be sufficient for him to touch 
the chain, or even the bar, which I described in the 

g receding Letter ; but in this case, not only the man 
imself must be surcharged with ether^ but likewise 
the chain with the bar of iron ; and as this requires 
a greater quantity of ether, it would be necessary to 
labour longer in turning the globe, in order to supply 
a sufficient quantity.* 

In thia manner the man becomes entirely electric, 
or, in other words, his. whole body will be sur- 
charged with ether ; and this fluid wiU consequently 
be found there in the highest degree of compression 
and electricity, and will have a violent tendency to 
escape. 

You must be abundantly sensible that a state so 
violent cannot be indifferent to the man. The body 
is in its minutest parts wholly penetrated with ether, 
and the smallest nbres as well as the nerves are so 
filled with it, that this ether, without doubt, pervades 
the principal springs of animal and vital motion. It 
is accordingly observed, that the pulse of a man 
electrified beats faster — he is thrown into a sweat— 
and the motion of the more subtile fluids with which 
the body :is filled becomes more rapid. A certain 
change is .l%ewise felt over the whole body, which it 
is impossi^ to describe; and there is every reason 
to believe,' that^tl^is state has a powerful influence on 
the health, though sufficient experiments have not 
yet'been made to ascertain in what cases this influ- 
ence is salutary, or otherwise. It may sometimes be 

■ *T1iia last mode, however; of perfonnlqg- the ezperinMUt, would b9 
' aneh Um bettor of Um twoT-^Am. AL 
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highly beneficial to have the blood md humours 
raised to a more lively circulation ; certain obstruc- 
tions, which threaten dangerous consequences, might 
thereby 5e prevented ; but on other occasions an 
agitation too violent might prove injurious to health. 
The subject certainly well deserves the attention of 
medical gentlemen. We have heard of many sur- 
prising cures performed by electricity, but we are not 
yet enabled sufficiently to distinguish the occasions 
on which we may promise ourselves success. 

To return to our electrified man ; it is very re- 
markable, that in the dark we see him surrounded 
with a light similar to that which painters throw 
round the heads of saints. The reason is abundantly 
obvious ; as there is always escaping from the body 
of that man some part of the ether with which he is 
surcharged, this fluid, meets with much resistance 
firom the close pores of the air ; it is thereW put into 
a certain agitation, which is the origin of light, as I 
have had the honour to demonstrate. 

Phenomena of a very surprising nature are re- 
marked in this state of a man electrified. On touch- 
ing him, you not only see very brilliant sparks issue 
from the part which you touch, but the man feels 
besides a very p>ungent pain. Further, if the person 
who touches him be m his natural state, or not 
electrified, both sensibly feel this pain, which might 
have fatal consequences, especially if he were touched 
in the head, or any other part of the body of acute 
sensibility. You will readily comprehend, then, how 
little indifferent it is to us, that a part of the ether 
contained in our body escape from it, or that new- 
ether is introduced, especially as this is done with 
such amazing rapidity. 

Moreover, the light with which we see the maw 
surrounded in the dark is an admirable confirmation 
of my remarks respecting the electric atmosphere 
which is diffused round all bodies ; and you will no 
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longer find day difficulty in the greater numbeir of 
electrical phenomena, howerer inexplicable they may 
at first appear. 
I9th July, Ueh 



LETTER XXXII. 

Distinctive Character of the two Species of IHeetricity, 

Yov will please to recollect, that not only glass 
becomes electric by friction, but that other sub- 
stances, such as sealing-wax and sulphur, h;ave the 
same property, in as much as their pores are likewise, 
close ; so that whether you introduce into them an 
extraordinary quantity of ether, or extract a part of 
it, they continue for some time in that state ; nor is 
the equilibrium so soon restored. 

Accordingly, instead of a globe of glass, globes of 
sealing-wax and sulphur are employed, which aire 
likewise made to revolve round an axis, rubbing at 
the same time against a cushion, in the same mannet 
which I described respectmg a ^lobe of glass. Such 
globes are thus rendered equedly electric ; and on 
applying to them a bar of iron, which touches them 
only by slender filaments or fringes of metaL inca- 
pable of injuring the globe, electricity is immediately 
communicated to that bar, from which you may 
afterward transmit it to other bodies at pleasure. 

Here, however, a very remarkable difference is 
observable. A globe of glass rendered electric in 
this manner becomes surchar^d with ether; and 
the bar of iron, or other bodies Drought into commu- 
nication with it, acquire an electricity of the same 
nature. This electricity is denominated positive or 
augmented electricity. But when a globe of sealing- 
wax or sulphur is treated in the same manner, an 
electricity directly opposite is the result, which is 
denominated negative or diminished electricity, as 

Vol. n.— K 
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it is perceived that by friction these globes are de-- 
prived of part of the ether contained in their pores. 

You will be surprised to see that the same friction 
is capable of producing effects altogether opposite ; 
but this depends on the nature of the bodies which 
undergo the friction, whether by communicating or 
receiving it, and of the rigidity of their particles ' 
which contain the pores. In order to explain the 
possibility of this difference, it is evident, at first 
sight, that when two bodies are rubbed violently 
against each other, the pores of the one must in 
most cases undergo k greater compression thaa 
those of the other, and that then the ether contained 
in the pores is extruded, and forced to insinuate 
itself into those of the bodies which are less com- 
pressed. 

It follows, then, that in this friction of glass against 
a cushion, the pores of the cushion undergo a greater 
compression than those of the glass, and consequently 
the ether of the cushion must pass into the glass, 
and produce in it a positive or increased electricity, 
as I have already shown. But on substituting a 
globe of sealing-wax or of sulphur in place of the 
glass, these substances being susceptible of a greater 
degree of compression in their pores than the sub- 
stance of the cushion with which the friction is per- 
formed, a part of the ether contained in these globes 
will be forced out, and constrained to pass into the 
cushion ; the globe of sealing-wax or sulphur wiU 
thereby be deprived of part of its ether, and of course 
receive a negative or diminished electricity. 

The electricity which a bar of iron, or of any other 
metal, receives from communication with a globe 
of sealing-wax or sulphur, is of the same nature ; as 
is also that which is communicated to a man placed 
on a lump of pitch, or suspended by cords of silk. 
When such a man, or any other body with open 
pores electrified in the same manner, is touched,^ 
nearly the same phenomena are observable as in the 
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case of positive electricity. The touch is here like- 
wise accompanied with a spark, aiid a puncture on 
both sides. The reason is obvious; for the ether 
which in this case escapes from bodies in their 
natural state, to enter into electrified bodies, being 
under constraint, must be under an agitation which 
produces light. A sensible difference is, however, 
to be remarked in the figure of the spark, according 
as the electricity is positive or negative. See that 
of positive electricity, Fig, 96. 




If the bar A B possesses positive electricity, and the 
finger C is presented to it, the light which issues out 
of the bar appears under the form of rays diverging 
from the bar towards the finger m n, and the luminous 
point is seen next the finger. 

But if the bar A B, Fig. 97, is negatively electric, 



Fig, 97. 




and the finger C is presented to it, the luminous rays 
m n diverge from the finger, and you see the lumi- 
nous point V next the bar. 

This IS the principal character by which positive 
is distinguished from negative electricity. From 
whencesoever the ether escapes, the spark is emitted 
in the figure of rays diverging from that point ; but 
when the ether enters into a body, the spark is a 
luminous point towards the recipient body.* 

QlstJulf/, 1761. 

• FrofbflBor Hildebrend has lately fbnnd that the size and lominoos- 
iMSS of rbe spark depend upon the nature as well as upon the Ibrm of 
the mKat from which the sparks are taken. The pieces of metal which 
hs used were of a oonioal form. Tbey had all the ssine shape and dimen- 
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Yob will be enabled to see still more deariy tbo 
diSerence between positive and negative eleotrteitj, 
aAer I have explained how it is poaajble to produce 
by one and the same globe of glass both the species ; 
and this will serve at the same time further to elu- 
cidate these wonderiiil phenomena of nature. 

Let A B, Fig. 98, be the globe of glass tnniing 
Fig. 98. 
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round its axis C, and rubbed against the cushion D, 
in an opposite direction to which the globe is touched 
by the metallic filaments F attached to the bar of 
iron F G, which is suspended by cords of silk H and 
1, that it may nowhere touch bodies with open 
pores. 

This being laid down, you know that by friction 
against the cushion D, the ether passes from the 
cushion into the glass, from which it becomes more 
compressed, and consequently more elastic : it wiU 
pass, therefore, from thence, by the metallic iUa- 
ments F, into the bar of iron F G ; for though the 
pores of glass are abundantly close, as the ether in 
the globe is continually accumulating by the friction, 
it soon becomes so overcharged that it escapes by 
the metallic filaments, and discharges itself into the 
bar, by which this last becomes equally electric. 

Hence you perceive that all this superfluity of 
ether is supplied by the cushion,, which would speedr 
^y be exhausted unless it had a free communication 
with the frame which supports the machine, and 
thereby with the whole earth, which is every instant 
•supplying the cushion with new ether ; so that as 
long as the friction continuesj there is a quantity 
sufficient further to compress that which is in the 
globe and in the bar. But if the whole machinery 
18 made to rest on pillars of glass, as M and N, or 
if it is suspended by cords of silk, that the cushion 
may have no communication with bodies whose 
pores are open, which might supply the deficiency 
of ether, it would soon be exhausted, and thp eleq- 
tricity could not be conveyed into the globe and the 
bar beyond a certain degree, which will be scarcely 
perceptible unless the cushion be of a prodigious 
size. To supply this defect, the cushion D is pwt 
in communication with a large mass of metal E|the 
ether of which is sufficient to supply the globe and 
the bar, and to carry it to such a mgh degree of 

(Compression. ^ 

K j 
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You wifl thus procure to the globe and to the baf 
a positive electricity, as has been already explained. 
But in proportion as they become surcharged with 
ether, the cushion and the metaSiic mass £ will lose 
the. same quantity, and thereby acquire a negative 
electricity : so that we have here at once the two 
species of electricity ; the positive in the bar, and 
the negative in the metallic mass. Each produces 
its effect conformably to its nature. On presenting 
a finger to the bar, a spark with divergent rays win 
issue from the bar, and the luminous point will be 
seen towards the finger ; but if you present the finger 
to the metallic mass, the spark with divergent rays 
wiU issue from the finger, and you will see the lu- 
mbous point towards the mass.. 

Let us suppose two men placed on lumps of pitch, 
to cut off sdl communication between them and 
Iwdies with open pores ; let the one touch the ba^, 
and the other the metallic mass, while the machine 
is put in roof ion : it- is evident that the former will 
beeeme positively elettric, or surcharged with ether ; 
whereas the other, he who touches the metallic 
mass, wiU acquire a negative electricity, ^nd lose 
his ether. 

Here, then, are two electric men, but in a manner 
totally different, though rendered such by the same 
machine. Both will be surrounded by an elec- 
tric atmosphere, which in the dark will appear like 
the light that painters throw about the figures of 
saints. The reason is, that the superfluous eXhst 
of the one insensiUy escapes into the circumamUent 
air ; and that, with respect to the other, the ether 
contadned in the air insensibly insinuates itself into 
his body. This transition, though insensible, will 
be accompanied with an agitation of ether, which 
produces light. 

It is evident that these two species of electricity 
are directly opposite ; but in order to have a thorouffh 
conviction of it, let these two join hand% Of fiwjy 
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tpueh each other, and you will see very vehement 
sparks issue from their bodies, and they themselves 
will feel very acute pain. 

If they were electrified in the same manner) which 
would be the case if both touched the bar or the 
metallic mass, they mif ht ^ely touch each other ; 
no spark and no pain would ensue, because the 
ether contained in bothwcruld be in the same state; 
whereas, in the case laid down, their state is directly 
opposite. 

25th Julyy 17«X. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

The Leyden Experiment. 

I NOW proceed to describe a phenomenon of elec- 
tricity which has made a great deal of noise, and 
wMcn is known by the name of the Leyden experi^ 
menty because Mr, MuschenJbroeckf professor at Ley- 
den, is the inventor of it.* What is most astonish- 
ing in this elscperiment is the terrible stroke resulting 
from it, by which several persons at once may re- 
ceive a very violent shock. 

Let C, F^, 99, be a globe of glass, turned round 
by means, of the handle E, and rubbed by the cushion 
D D, which is pressqd upon the globe by the spring 0. 
At Q are the metallic filaments which transmit the 
electricity into the bar of iron F G, by the metallie 
el^ain P. 

Hitherto there is nothing different from the pro- 
cess already described. But in order to execute th* 

• The first peraoii who witneoMd the shock was Oimeus, a clergyman 
4ot Leydoa. Holding a tumUer of water in one hand» ha allowed a atrearn 
of electric fluid to paas into the water through a wire» which hung flron 
the prime conductor, to ascertain its eflbcts upon the taste of the waten 
Vnien he thought the water snflleiently electrified, he was about to tm>- 
move the wire with hia other hand ; and, oa touohiog U, to hte grwl «» 
MQlalUQentj received the aUock.— Am. Ei, 
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experiment in question, to the bar is attached an- 
other chain of metal H, one extremity of wliich I is 
introduced into a riass bottle K K, filled with water ; 
the bottle too is placed in a basin L L, likewise filled 
with water. Yon plunge at pleasure into the water 
in th« basin another chain A , one end of which drags 
on the floor. 

Having put the machine in motion for some time, 
that the bar may become sutiicientiv electric, you 
know that if the finger were to be presented to the 
extremity of the bar at a, the usual stroke of eleo- 
tricity -would be fell from the spark i.'isuing out of 
it. But were the same person at the same time to 
put the other hand into the water in the basin at A, 
or were he bul to touch with any part of his body 
the chain plunged in that water, he would receive a 
stroke incomparably more violent, by which his 
whole frame would imdergo a severe agitation. 

This shock may be communicated to many per- 
sons at ones. They have only to join hands, or to 
tonch each other, were it but by the clothes ; then 
the first puts his hand iato the water in the basin, or 
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touches the chain only, one end of which is plunged 
into it ; and as soon as the last person applies Ms 
finger to the bar you will see a spark dart from it 
much more vehement than usual, and the whole 
chain of persons feel, at the same instant, a very 
violent shock over their whole body. 

Such is the famous Leyden experiment, which is 
so much the more surprising, that it is difficult to 
see how the bottle and the water in the basin con- 
tribute to increase so considerably the effect of the 
electricity. To solve this difficiity, permit me to 
make the following reflections. 

1. While by the action of the machine the ether 
is compressed in the bar, it passes by the chain H 
into the water contained ii^ the bottle I, and there 
meeting a body with open pores, the water in the 
bottle will become as much surcharged with ether 
as the bar itself. 

2. The bottle, being glass, has its pores close* 
and therefore does not permit the ether compressed 
within it to pierce through the substance of the 
glass, to discharge itself into the water in the basin ; 
consequently, the water in the basin remains in its 
natural state, and will not become electric ; or even 
on the supposition that a little of the ether might 
force its way through the glass, it would presently 
be lost in the basin and pedestal, the pores of which 
are open. 

3. JLet us now consider the case of a man with 
one hand in the water in the basin, or only in con- 
tact with the chain A, one extremity of which is 
immersed in that water ; let him present the other 
hand to the bar at a, the result will be as the first 
effect, that with the spark which issues from the 
bar the ether will make its escape with great ve- 
locity, and meeting everywhere in the bo^ of the 
man open pores, will without obstruction be diffused 
over it. 

4. Hitherto we see only the usual effect of elec- 
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tricity ; but while the ether with such rapidity flies 
over the body of the man, it discharges itself with 
equal rapidity, by the other hand, or by the chain A, 
into the water in the basin ; and as it enters this 
with such impetuosity, it will easily overcome the 
obstacle opposed by the glass, and penetrate into the 
water which the bottle contains. 

6. Now the water in the bottle containing already 
an ether too much compressed, it will acquire from 
this increase new force, and will diffuse itself with 
impetuosity, as well through the chain I H as 
through the bar itself : it wiU of consequence make 
its escape thence at a with new efforts ; and as this 
is performed in an instant, it will enter into the finger 
with increased force to be diffused over the whole 
body of the man. 

6. Passing thence anew into the water in the basin, 
and penetrating the bottle, it will increase still fur- 
ther the agitation of the ether compressed in the 
water of the bottle and in the bar ; and this will con- 
tinue till the whole is restored to equilibrium, which 
will quickly take place, from the great rapidity with 
which the ether acts. 

7. The same thing will happen if you employ 
several persons instead of one man. And now I 
flatter myself, you fully comprehend whence arises 
the surprising increase of force in the electricity 
which is produced by this experiment of Mr. Mus- 
chenbroecK, and which exhibits effects so prodigious. 

8. If any doubt could remain respecting what I 
have advanced, that the ether compressed in the 
water of the bottle could not penetrate through the 
glass, and that afterward I have allowed it a passa^ 
abundantly free — such doubt will vanish when it is 
considered, that in the first case every thing is in a 
state of tranquillity, and in the last the ether is in a 
terrible agitation, which must undoubtedly as8i$t its 
progress through the closest passages. 

9Bth July, 1761. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Reflections on the Cause and Nature of Electricity ^ and 
on other Means proper to )froduce it. 

After these elucidations, you can be at no loss 
respecting the cause of the prodigious effects ob- 
servable in the phenomena of electricity. 

Most authors who have treated the subject, per- 
plex the experiments in such a manner that they are 
rendered absolutely unintelligible, especially when 
they attempt an explanation. They have recourse 
to a certain subtile matter, which they denominate 
the electric fluid, and to which they ascribe qualities 
so extravagant, that the mind rejects them with con- 
tempt ; and they are constrained to acknowledge,^ at 
length, that all their efforts are insufficient to furnish 
us with a solid knowledge of these important phe- 
nomena of nature. 

But you are enabled to conclude, from the prin- 
ciples which I have unfolded, that bodies evidently 
become electric only so far as the elasticity, or the 
state of the compression of the ether in the pores of 
bodies, is not the same as everywhere else ; in other 
words, when it is more or less compressed in some 
than in others. For in that case the prodigious 
elasticity with which the ether is endowed makes 
violent efforts to recover its equilibrium, and to re- 
store everywhere the same degree of elasticity, as 
far as the nature of the pores, which in different 
bodies are more or less open, will permit ; and it is 
the return to equilibrium which always produces the 
phenomena of electricity. 

When the ether escapes from a body where it is 
more compressed, to discharge itself into another 
where it is less so, this passage is always obstructed 
by the close pores of the air; hence it is put into a 
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certain agitation, or violent motion of yibration, In 
which, as we have seen, light consists ; and the more 
violent this motion is, the more hrilliant the li^ht 
becomes, till it is at length capable of setting bodies 
on fire, and of burning them. 

\Vhile the ether penetrates the air wi& so mnch 
force, the particles of air are likewise put into a mo- 
tion of vibration, which occasions sound ; it is ac- 
cordingly observed, that the phenomena of electri- 
city are accompanied with a cracking noise, greater' 
or less, according to the diversity of circumstances. 

And as the bodies of men ana animals are fflled 
with ether in their minutest pores, and as the action 
of the nerves seems to depend on the ether con-- 
tained in them, it is impossible that men and animals 
should be indifferent with respect to electricity : and 
when thle ether in them is put into a nreat agitation, 
the effect must be very sensible, and, acconling to 
circumstances, sometimes salutary, and sometimes 
hurtful. To this last class, undoubtedly, must be 
referred the terrible shock of the Leyden experi- 
ment ; and there is every reason to believe that it 
might be carried to a degree of force capable of kill- 
ing men, for by means of it hiany small animals, such 
as mice and birds, have actually been killed. 

Though friction usually is employed in the pro- 
duction of electricity, you will easily comprehend 
that there may be other means besides this. What- 
ever is capable of carrying the ether contained in the 
pores of a body to a greater or less degree of com- 
pression thaii.ordinary, renders it electric : and if its 
pores are close, there the electricity will be of some 
duration ; whereas, in bodies whose pores are open 
it cannot possibly subsist, unless surrounded by air, 
or other bodies with close pores. 

Hence it has been observed, that heat frequently 
supplies the place of friction. When you heat ot 
melt sealing-wax or sulphur in a spoon, you discover 
a very sensible electricity m these substances aftei^ 
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they are cooled. The reason is no longer a mystery, 
as we know that heat enlarges the pores of all bodies, 
for they occupy a greater space when hot than when 
they are cold. 

You know that in a thermometer the mercury 
rises in heat and falls in cold ; because it occupies 
a greater space when it is hot, and fills the tube 
more than when it is cold. We find, for the same 
reason, that a bar of iron very hot is always some- 
what longer than when cold — a property common to 
all bodies with which we are acquainted. 

When, therefore, we melt by fire a mass of seal- 
ing-wax or sulphur, their pores are enlarged, and 
probably more open ; a greater quantity of ether must 
of course be introduced to fill them. When, after- 
ward, these substances are suffered to cool, the pores 
contract and close, so that the ether in them is re- 
duced to a smaller space, and consequently carried 
to a higher degree of compression, which mcreases 
its elasticity : these masses will acquire, therefore, 
a positive electricity, and must consequently exhibit 
the effects of it. 

This property of becoming electric by heat is 
remarked in most precious stones. Nay, there is 
a stone named tourmaline^ which, when rubbed or 
heated, acquires at once the two species of electri- 
city. The ether in one part of the stone is expelled 
to compress more that which is in the other part ; 
and its pores are too close to permit the re-establish- 
ment of the equilibrium.* 

lit August J 1761. 

* Very important discoTeries have been made since the time of Euler, 
respecting the production of electricity by friction^ presrure, and tuat. 
A very brief notice of those will be interesting to the reader. 

Blec^ieity by FWctiorr.— Rock crystal, and almost all the precious 
stones, acquire positive or vitreous electricity with whateTer substances 
they are rubbed ; and on the other hand, resin, sulphur, bitumen, dice, 
acquire negative or resinous electricity when rubbed with any non-con- 
ducting substance. Glass, however, when polished, gives vitreous elec- 
tricity by flriction, whereas it gives resinous electricity when, it is rough. 
Among the metata ziru and bismuth always acquire vitreous etectrt- 

VoL. II.— L 
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LETTER XXXVl. 

Nature of Thunder : Explanations of the Ancient Phu- 
losophersj and of Descartes: Resemblance of the 
Phenomena of Thunder to those of Electricity, 

I HAVE hitherto considered electricity only as an: 
object of curiosity and speculation to naturalists ; but 

city when nibbed with li piece of woollen cloth, while ttn and ant^nianf/ 
alway« acquire resinoue electricity. In many ot the other m^als, and? 
la Tarious other aubntances, tbe results are often irregular and anoma- 
lous, sometimeB one kind of electricity being developi^, and sometime* 
another, Tbe most striliing example of this is In the mineral called^ 
kyonUe^ some crystals of which always acquire resinous electricity hf 
Mction, while other crystals always acquire vitreous electricity. In some 
of these crystals, indeed, Titreous electricity is obtained by rubbing one' 
ftce, and resinous electricity by rubbing the other. For further inlbrma" 
tion on this subject, see Haiiy's TraiUd'. Mineralo^e, Paris, 1622, toI. L- 
p. 186; and the Eidinburgh Encpclopadia, Article ElbctkicitT| vol. 
viii. p. 430. 

ElectrirMy by Pressiure. — The Abb*^ Haiiy discovered the method of 
producing electricity by pressure. He found that if a rhomb of Iceland 
spar is held in one band by two of its opposite edges, and if with two^ 
fingers of the other hand two of its opposite fkces are merely touekedt it 
gives out viiroous electricity. When jiresxure is applied in place of con^ 
tact, the effect is greatly increased. Ilaiiy found the same property 
In topa^ eucia.se, arragooite, fluaic of lime, carbonate of lead, and 
hyalin quartz, ail of which give vitreous electricity, both by friction and 
pressure. Sulphate of barytes and sulphate of limn give no electricity 
by pressure. Elastic bitumen, which is negatively electrified by (yiction^ 
is also negatively electrified by pressure. 

Electricity by Heat.— Tbe property possessed by tourmaline of he- 
eoming electrical by heat seems to have been known to the ancients. 
When tourmaline, oxide of zinc, borate of magnesia, Auvergne roeso^ 
type, Greenland mesoiype, scolezite, and mesolite, are heated, one ex- 
tranity of the crystal developes resinous and tbe other vitreous elec- 
tricity, the Intensity of electricity diminishing rapidly from the extremi- 
ties to the middle or neutral point of the crystal. In the boracite (here 
are eight electrical poles, one at each solid angle of the cube. 

When these minerals again reach the ordinary temperature, the elec^ 
tricity disappears; but M. Ha(iy has lately found, that it then passes by 
a reduction of temperature to tbe op}iosite state. With.oxidiie of zlno 
and tourmaline he invariably found, that the opposite electricity could- 
be developed by cold, so that the pole which possessed vitreous electricity 
when it was hot developed resinous electricity when it was cold. When- 
the opposite .electricity is beginning to show itself^ the two poles hav»- 
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yon will presently see, not without some degree of 
surprise, that thunder and lightning, as well as all 
the terrible phenomena which accompany them, 
derive their origin from the same principle ; and that 
in these nature executes on the great scale what 
naturalists do in miniature by their experiments. 

Those philosophers who thought they saw some 
, resemblance between the phenomena of thunder and 
'those of electricity were at first considered as vision- 
-aries ; Jlnd it was imagined that they made use of 
ihis pretence merely as a cover to their ignorance 
respecting the cause of thunder : but you will soon 
"be convinced that every other explanation of the^e 
^rand operations of nature is destitute of founda- 
•tion. 

In truth, every thing advanced on the subject pre- 
vious to the knowledge of electricity was a mass of 
absurdity, and little calculated to convey instruction 
Tespecting any of the phenomena of thunder. 

Ancient philosophers attributed the cause of it to 

aometixnes at once both vitreons and reeinons electricity. The disap- 
pearaoe» of the opposite electricity produced by cold takes place gen- 
••nUiy below the freesing point.— See Uaay'a TtaUe de MmeralogU, tom. 
1 p. 200. 

In examinhig the electricity of the toarmaline, I have fbvnd that ft 
may be shown in a very satiafhctory manner, by means of a thin slice 
.taken from any part of the prism, and having its surfaces perpeiMicular 
to the axis of the prism. It must then be placed upon a piece of well 
ipoliahed glass, and the glass heated to a considerable degree. At the 
inoper. temperature, wUch is about that of boiling water, the sli(« 
will adhere to the glass so firmly, that even when the glass is above 
the tonhnaline, the latter will adhere to it fbr six or eight hours. By 
this means slices of a very considerable breadth anil thickness develop 
jas much electricity as is capable of supporting their own weight. The 
slice of tourmaline adheres equally to all bodies whatever. Mr. 
'flivright has fitted up a tourmaline so as to bring the action of its two 
poles very near to one another. It resembles the letter D, with an 
opening in its curved parr. The straight part is the tourmaline, and 
-tiia two curved parts are pieces of silver wire rising out of two silver 
eaps ; one of which embraces each pole of the tourmaline, A pith 
Wl suspended at the opening vibrates between the extremides of the 
%in8. Sir H. Davy {Etetntnts of Chymical PkOosophyt vol. 1. p. 130) 
•latst, that when the sliee is of considerable size, flashes (flight may ha 
Man along 4ts surfkce.— See JRiiribvxgh. Pkilosopkical Journal, voL U 
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sulphureoiis and bitaminous vapours, which, ascend- 
ing from the earth into the air, mixed with the 
clouds, where they caught fire from some unknown 
cause. 

Descartes, who quickly perceived the insufficiency 
of this explanation^ imagined another cause in the 
clouds themselves, and thought that thunder might 
be produced by the sudden fall of more elevated 
clouds on others in a lower region of the air ; that 
the air contained in the intermediate space was com- 
pressed by this fall to such a degree as was capable 
of exciting a noise so loud, and even of producing 
lightning and thunder, though it was impossible for 
him to demonstrate the possibility of it. 

But without fixing your attention on false expla- 
nations, which lead to nothing, I hasten to inform 
you that it has been discovered by incontestable 
proofs that the phenomena of thunder are always 
accompanied by the most indubitable marks of ^ec* 
tricity. 

Let a bar of metal*, say of iron, be placed on a 
pillar of glass, or any other substance whose pores 
2ire close, that when the bar acquires electricity it 
may not escape or communicate itself to the body 
which supports the bar ; as soon as a thunder-storm 
arises, and the clouds which contain the thunder 
come directly over the bar, you perceive in it a very 
strong electncity , generallv far surpassing that which 
art produces ; if you apply the hand to it, or any 
other body with open pores, you see bursting from 
it, not only a spark, but a very bright flash, with a 
noise similar to thunder ; the man who applies his 
hand to it receives a shock so violent that he is 
stunned. This surpasses curiosity ; and there is good 
reason why we should be on our guard and not ap- 
proach the bar during a storm. 

A professor at Petersburg, named JRtcAmanni has 
fttmished a melancholy example. Having perceived 
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a resemblance so striking between the phenomena 
of thunder and those of electricity, this unfortunate 
naturalist, the more clearly to ascertain it by experi- 
ment, raised a bar of iron on the roof of his house, 
cased below in a tube of glass, and supported by a 
mass of pitch. To the bar he attached a wire, which 
he conducted into his chamber, that as soon as the 
bar should become electric, the electricity might 
have a free communication with the wire, and so 
enable him to prove the effects in his apartment. 
And it may be proper to, inform you, that this wire 
was conducted in such a manner as nowhere to be 
in contact but with bodies whose pores are close," 
such as glass, pitch, or silk, to prevent the escape 
of the electricity. 

Having made this arrangement, he expected a 
thunder-storm, which, unhappily for him, soon came. 
The thunder was heard at a distance : M*. Richmann 
was all attention to his wire, to see if he could per- 
ceive any mark of electricity. As the storm ap- 
proached, he judged it prudent to employ some pre^ 
caution, and not keep too near the wire ; but hap- 
pening carelessly to advance his chest a little, he 
received a terrible stroke, accompanied with a loud 
clap, which stretclied him lifeless on 'the floor. 

About the same time, the late Dr. Lieberkuhn and 
Dr. Ludolf were preparing to make similar experi- 
ments in this city, and with that view had fixed bars 
of iron on their houses ; but being informed of the 
disaster which had befallen Mr. Richmann, they had 
the bars of iron immediately removed ;' and, in my 
opinion, they acted wisely. 

From this you will readily judge, that the air or 
atmosphere must become very electric during a 
thunder-storm, or that the ether contained in it must 
then be carried to a very high degree of compres- 
sion. This ether, with which the air is surcharged, 
wiH pass into the bar, because of its open pores ; 

LS 



186 THK PBBNOlfSIfA OF 

and it will become electric, as it would bave been 
in the common method, but in a much higher de- 
gree. 
4t& August, 1761. 



LETTER XXXVn. 

Explanation of the Phenomena of Lightning and 

Thunder, 

Tbs experiments now mentioned incontestably 
demonstrate, therefore, that stormy clouds are ex- 
tremely electrical, and that consequently their pores 
are either surcharged with ether, or exhausted, as 
both states are equally adapted to electricity. But 
I have very powerful reasons for believing that this 
electricity is positive, that the ether in them is com- 
pressed to the highest degree, and consequently so 
much the more elastic than elsewhere. 

Such storms usually succeed very sultry weather. 
The pores of the air, and of the vapours floating in 
it, are then extremely enlarged, and filled with a 
prodigious quantity of ether, which easily takes pos- 
session of all the empty spaces of other substances. 
But when the vapoiirs collect in the superior re- 
gions of our atmosphere, to form clouds, they have 
to encounter excessive cold. Of this it is impossible 
to doubt, from the hail which is frequently formed 
in these regions : this is a sufficient proof of a conge- 
lation, as well as the snow which we find on the tops 
of very high mountains, such as the Cordilleras, 
while extreme heat prevails below. 

Nothing then is more certain, or better established 
by proof, than the excessive cold which universally 
prevails in the upper regions of the atmosphere, 
where clouds are Ibrmed. It is equally certain, that 
cold contracts the pores of bodies, by reducing them 
to a smaller size : now, as the pores of the vapours 



LXOHTNIKO.AMD THUKDEIL 127 

have foe^i extremely enlarged by the heat, as soon 
as they are formed alojft into cloud3) the pores con- 
tract, and the ether which filled them, not being able 
to escape, because those of the air are very close, it 
must needs remain there : it will be of course com- 
pressed to a much higher degree of density, and 
consequently its elasticity unll be so much the 
greater. 

The real state of stormy clouds, then, is. this — ^the 
ether contained in their pores is much more elastic 
than usual, or, in other words, the clouds have a 
positive electricity. A s they are only an assemblage 
of humid vapours, their pores are very open ; but 
- being surrounded by the air, whose pores are close, 
this ether could not escape but very imperceptibly. 
But if any person, or any body whatever with open 
|)ores, were to approach it, the same phenomena 
which electricity exhibits would present themselves ; 
a very vehement spark, or rather a real flash, would 
burst forth. Nay more, the body would undergo a ^ 
very violent shock by the discharge, from the im- 
petuosity with which the ether in the cloud would 
rush into its pores. This shock might be indeed so 
violent as to destroy the structure ; and, finally, the 
terrible a^tation of the ether which bursts from the 
cloud, bemg not only light, but a real fire, it might 
be capable of kindling and consuming combustible 
bodies. 

Here, then, you will distinguish all the circum- 
stances which accompany thunder; and as to the, 
noise of thunder, the cause is very obvious, for it is 
impossible the ether should be m such a state of 
agitation without the air itself receiving from it 
the most violent concussions, which forciblv impel 
the particles, and excite a dreadful noise. Thunder, 
then, bursts forth as often as the force of ether 
contained in the clouds is- capable of penetrating 
into a body where the ether is in its natural state, 
iand whose pores are open: it is not even neces^ 
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sary that such body should immediately touch the 
cloud. 

What I have said respecting the atmosphere of 
electrified bodies principally takes place in clouds ; 
and frequently, during a storm, we are made sensible 
of this electric atmosphere by a stifling air, which is 
particularly oppressive to certain persons. As soon 
as the cloud begins to dissolve into rain, the air, 
becoming humid by it, is charged with an electricity, 
by which the commotion may be conveyed to bodies 
at a very great distance. 

It is observed that thunder usually strikes very 
elevated bodies, such as the summits of church-spires, 
when they consist of substances with open pores, as 
all metals are; and the pointed form contributes not 
a little to it. Thunder frequently falls likewise on 
water, the pores of which are very open ; but bodies 
with dose pores, as glass, pitch, sulphur, and silk, 
are not greatly susceptible of the thimder-stroke, 
unless they are very much moistened. It has been 
accordingly observed, that when thunder passes 
through a window, it does not perforate the glass^ 
but always the lead or other substances which unite 
the panes* It is almost certain, that ^m apartment 
of glass cemented by pitch, or any other substance 
with close pores, would be an effectual security 
against the ravages of thunder. 

Sth August, 1761. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

Continuation, 

Thunder, then, is nothing else but the effect of 
fte electricity with which the clouds are endowed ; 
and as an electrified body, applied to another in its 
natural state, emits a spark with some noise, and 
dischaiges into it the superfluous ether with pro- 
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digions iinpetaosit^, the same thing takes place in a 
cloud that is electric, or surcharged with ether, but 
with a force incomparably greater, because of the 
terrible mass that is electrified, and in which, ac- 
cording to every appearance, the ether is reduced to 
a much higher degree of compression than we are 
capable of producing in it by our machinery. 

When, therefore, such a cloud approaches bodies 
prepared for the admission of its ether, this dis- 
charge must be made with incredible violence : in- 
stead of a simple spark, the air will be penetrated 
with a prodigious Hash, which, exciting a commotion 
in the ether contained in the whole adjoining region 
of the atmosphere, produces a most brilhant light ; 
and in this lightning consists. 

The air is at the same time put into a very vio- 
lent motion of vibration, from which results the 
noise of thunder. This noise must, no doubt, be 
excited at the same instant with the lightning ; but 
you know that sound always requires a certain 
quantity *of time, in order to its transmission to any 
distance, and that its progress is oidy at the rate of 
about eleven hundred feet in a second; whereas 
light travels with a velocity inconceivably greater. 
Hence we always hear the thunder later than we 
see the lightning ; and from the number of seconds 
intervening between the flash and the report, we are 
enabled to determine the distance of the place 
where it is genetated, allowing eleven himdred feet 
to a second. 

The body itself, into which the electricity of the 
cloud is discharged, receives from it a most dreadful 
stroke ; sometimes it is shivered to pieces—some- 
times set on fire and consumed, if combustible — 
sometimes melted, if it be of metal; and, in such 
cases, we say it is thunder-struck, the effects of 
which, however surprising and extraordinary they 
may appear, are in perfect consistency with the well- 
known phenomena of electricity. 
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A sword, it is known, has sometimes been by 
thunder melted in the scabbard, while the last sus- 
tained no injury : this is to be accounted for from 
the openness of the pores of the metal, which the 
ether very easily penetrates, and exercises over it 
all its powers ; whereas the substance of the scab^ 
bard is more closely allied to the nature of bodies 
with close pores, which do not permit the ether so 
free a transmission. 

It has likewise been found, that of several persons 
on whom the thunder has fallen, some only have 
been struck by it ; and that those who were in the 
middle suffered no injury. The cause of this phe- 
nomenon likewise is manifest. In a group exposed 
to a thunder-storm, they are in the greatest danger 
who stand in the nearest vicinity to the air that is 
surcharged with ether ; as soon as the ether is dis- 
charged upon one, all the adjoining air is brought 
back to its nat'jral state, and consequently those 
who were nearest to the unfortunate victim feel no 
effect; while others, at a greater distanoe, where 
the air is still sufficiently surcharged with ether, are 
struck with^the same thunder-clap. 

In a word, all the strange circumstances so fre- 
quently related of the effects of thunder contain 
nothing which may not be easily reconciled with 
the nature of electricity. 

Some philosophers have maintained, that thundei 
does not come from the clouds, but from the earth, 
or from bodies. However extravagant this senti- 
ment may appear, it is not so absurd, as it is difficult 
to distinguish in the phenomena of electricity 
whether the spark issues from the body which is 
electrified, or from that which is not so, as it equally 
fills the space between the two bodies ; and if the 
electricity is negative, the ether and the spark are 
in reality emitted from the natural or non-electrified 
body. JSut we are sufficiently assured, that in than- 
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der the clouds have a positive electricity, and that 
the lightlying is emitted from the clouds. 

You will be justifiable, however, in askings if by 
every stroke of thunder some terrestrial body is 
affected 1 We see, in fact, that it very rarely strikes 
buildings, or the human body ; but we know, at the 
same time, that trees are frequently affected by it, 
and that many thunder-strokes are discharged into 
the earth and into the water. I believe, however, 
it might be maintained, that a great many do not 
descend so low, and that the electricity of the clouds 
is very frequently discharged into the air or atmo- 
sphere. 

The small opening of the pores of the air no 
longer opposes any obstruction to it, when vapours 
or rain have rendered it sufficierrtly humid ; for then 
we know the pores are open. 

It may very possibly happen in this case, that the 
superfluous ether of tne clouds should be discharged 
simply into the air ; and when this takes place, the 
strokes are neither so violent, nor accompanied with 
so great a noise, as when the thunder bursts on the 
earth, when a much greater extent of atmosphere is 
put in agitation. 

nth August, 1761. 



LETTER XXXIX. 

The Possibility of preventing, and of avertings the 

Effects of Thunder. 

It has been asked. Whether it might not be pos- 
sible to prevent or to avert the fatal effects of thun- 
der \ You are well aware of the importance of the 
question, and under what obligation 1 should lay a 
-multitude of worthy people, were I able to indicate 
an. infallible method of finding protection against 
thunder. 
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The knowledge pf the nature and effects of elec* 
tricity permits me not to doubt that the thing is 

eMssible. I corresponded some time ago with a 
oravian priest, named ProcopiuM Dknsch^ who as- 
.sured me that he had averted, during a whole sum- 
mer, every thunder-storm which threatened his own 
habitation and the neighbourhood, by means of a 
machine constructed on the principles of electricity. 
Severad persons since arrived from that country 
have assured me that the fact is undoubted, anid 
confirmed by irresistible proof. 

But there are many respectable characters who, 
on the supposition that the thing is practicable, 
would have their scruples respecting the lawfulness 
of employing such a preservative. The ancient 
pagans, no doubt, would have considered him as 
impious who should have presumed to interfere 
with Jupiter in the direction of his thunder. Chris- 
tians, who are assured that thunder is the work of 
God, and that Divine Providence frequently employs 
it to punish the wickedness of men, might with 
equal reason allege that it were impie^ to attempt 
to oppose the course of sovereign justice. 

Without involving myself in this delicate discus- 
sion, I remark that conflagrations, deluges, and 
many other general calamities are likewise the 
means employed by Providence to punish the sins 
of men ; but no one surely ever will pretend, that it 
is unlawful to prevent or resist the progress of a 
fire or an inundation. Hence I infer, that it is per- 
fectly lawful to use the means of prevention against 
the effects of thunder, if they are attainable. 

The melancholy accident which befell Mr. IHch- 
mann at Petersburg demonstrates that the thunder- 
stroke which this gentleman unhappily attracted to 
himself, would imdoubtedly have fallen somewhere 
else, and that this place thereby escaped ; it can 
therefore no longer remain a question whether it be 
possible to conduct thunder to one place in prefer- 
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«iiee to another ; and this seems to bring ns near 
our mark. 

It would no doubt be a matter of still greater im- 
portance to have it in our power to divest the clouds 
of their electric force, without being under the 
necessity of exposing any one place to the ravages 
of thunder ; we should in that case altogether pre- 
vent these dreadful effects, which terrify so great a 
part of mankind. 

This appears by no means impossible ; and the 
Moravian priest whom I mentioned above unques- 
tionably effected it ; for I have been assured that his 
machinery sensibly attracted the clouds, and con- 
strained Uiem to descend quietly in a distillation, 
without any but a very distant thunder-clap. 

The experiment of a bar of iron, in a very ele- 
vated situation, which becomes electric on the 
approach of a thunder-storm, may lead us to the 
construction of a similar machine, as it is certain 
that in proportion as the bar discharges its electricity 
the clouds must lose precisely the same quantity ; 
but it must be contrived in such a manner, that the 
bars may immediately discharge the ether which 
they have attracted. 

It would be necessary for this purpose to procure 
for them a free communication with a pool, or with 
the bowels of the earth, which, by means of their 
open pores, may easily receive a much greater 
quantity of ether, and disperse it over the whole 
immense extent of the earth, so that the compres- 
sion of the ether may not become sensible in any 
particular spot. This communication is very easy, 
by means of chains of iron, or any other metal, 
which will with great rapidity carry off the ether 
with which the bars are surcharged. 

I would advise the fixing of strong bars of iron, 
in very elevated situations, and several of them to- 
gether, their higher extremity to terminate in a 
point, as this figure is very much adapted to the 

Vol. II.— M 



^ 134 or ATfRTINO THK BFFBCT8 OF THimD8«. 

attraction of electricity. I would afterward attach 
long chains of iron to these bars, which I wouid 
conduct under ground into a pool, lake, or river, 
tiiiere to^ discharge the electricity ; and I have no 
doubt, that after making repeated essays, the means 
may be certainly discovered of rendermg such ma- 
chinery more commodious, and more certain in its 
effect.* 

It is abundantly evident, that on the approach of 
a thunder-storm, the ether with which the clouds 
are surcharged would be transmitted in great abun- 
dance into these bars, which would thereby become 
very electric, unless the chains furnished to the ether 
a free passage, to spend itself in the water and in the 
bowels of the earth. 

The ether of the clouds woidd continue, therefore, 
to enter quietly into the bars, and would by its agita- 
tion produce a light which might be visible on the 
pointed extremities. 

Such light is, accordingly, often observed during 
a storm on the summit of spires — an infallible proof 
that the ether of the cloud is there quietly discharg- 
ing itself; and every one considers this as a very 
good sign of the harmless absorption of many thun- 
er-strokes. 

Lights are likewise frequently observed at sea on 
the tops of the masts of ships, known to sailors by 
the name of Castor and PoUux ;t and when such signs 
are visible, they consider themselves as safe from 
the stroke of thunder. 

Most philosophers have ranked these phenomena 
among vulgar superstitions; but we are now fully 

* As buildings are often struck laterally, the main thunder-rod, espe- 
cially in monumental pillars and elevated buildings, sbould have various 
lateral branches diverging from it, and extending to the air through 
openings in the building. By this means it is secured much more 
effbctually than when there is only one conductor, which can do no 
more than protect the sunraiit of tbe buildinir.— JSef. 

t This'pbenomenon is also called the Fire of St. Elmo. A very inter- 
eating account of it will be fbnnd in the Edmburgk Philosophical JoiuT' 
not, vol.ix. p, S5.— Al. 
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insured that such sentiments are not without foun- 
dation; indeed, they are infinitely better founded 
than many of our philosophical reveries.* 
15tA August, 1761. 



LETTER XL. 

On the celebrated Problem of the Longitude : General 
Description of the Earth, of its Axis, its two Poles, 
and the Equator. 

You will by this time, no doubt, imagine that 
enough has been said of electricity ; and indeed I 
have nothing further to add on that subject ; smd am, 
of course, not a little embarrassed about the choice 
of one worthy of your attention. 

In order to determine my choice, I think myself 
obliged to take into consideration those subjects 
which most materially interest human knowledge, 
and which authors of celebrity most frequently bring 

* A very copious account of the recent discoveries fn electricity will be 
fbnnd in the article on that subject, in the Bdinburgk EncydopadiOy 
1N>1. viii. p. ilL^Ed. [It is remarl(able that neither Euler nor his Eu- 
ropean editor have anywhere noticed the discoveries of Dr. Franklin, 
admitted as they are, almost universally, to lie at the foundation of the 
most intelligible principles of the science, and to have enriched it witb 
the most useful fhcts. The omission is the more surprising, since the 
experiments of the American philosopher which demonstrated the iden- 
tity of lightning and the fluid of an electrical machine were made in 17JS3, 
nine years prior to the date of Enter's Letter; and that bis letters to 
Peter Collinson, of London, describing his experiments and discoveries, 
were published in almost all the languages of Europe, and more eagerly 
read than any thing that had appeared on that new and interesting sub- 
ject. To Dr. Franklin the world is certainlyindebted for the application 
of the rod to the preservation of buildings. His views also of the nature 
9f electrical agency were cordially received by the scientific world, and 
still constitute the basis of the prevailing theory,— while that of Euler 
never attained much vogue among the learned, and is now no longer 
heard of. So prominent a station does Dr. Franklin hold among the most 
B«ccessAil cultivators of this science, and so numerous are the facta 
which have been added since his day, we can only refer the reader to 
Dr. Priestley's History of Electricity, and to some good modem treatise* 
pn the eabject.— Am. Ed.} 
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forward, fliese are subjects respecting which, it is 
to be presumed, persons of quality have considerable 
information. 

As you must unquestionably have heard frequent 
mention made of the celebrated problem of the lon- 
gitude, for the solution of which the British nation 
has proposed a most magnificent premium, I presume 
that my labour will not be wholly thrown away if I 
employ it in laying before you a fair state of that 
important question. It has such an intimate con- 
nexion with the knowledge of our terraqueous globe, 
tiiat it were a shame to be ignorant of it. It will 
accordingly furnish me with an opportunity of ex- 
plaining a variety of interesting articles, which I 
flatter myself you would wish to see elucidated. 

I begin, then, with a general description of the 
earth, which may be considered as a globe, thou^ 
it has been discovered by recent observation that its 
real figure is a spheroid somewhat flattened ; but the 
difference is so small that it may for the present be 
altogether neglected. 

The first thing to be remarked on the globe of the 
earth are two points on its surface denominated the 
two poles of the earth. Round these two points the 
globe of the earth every day revolves, as you turn 
a ball fixed between the two points of a turning ma- 
clune. This motion is called the daily or diurnal 
motion of the earth, each revolution of which is per- 
formed in about twenty-four hours; or, to speak 
according to appearances, you know that the whole 
heavens, which we consider as a concave ball, within 
whose circumference the earth revolves, appear to 
turn round the earth* in the same space of twenty- 
four hours. This motion is likewise performed 
round two fixed points in the heavens, denominated 
the poles of heaven; now if we conceive a straight 
line drawn from one of these poles of heaven to the 
other, that line will pass through the centre of the 
earth. 
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But you will easily comprehend that the appear- 
ance must be the same, whether the earth turns round 
these poles while the heavens remain in a state of 
rest; or whether the heavens revolve round their 
poles, the earth remaining at rest. On either sup- 
position we are equally led to the knowledge of the 
poles of the earth, the foundation not only of astron- 
omy, but likewise of geography. 

Let Fig. 100 represent the globe Fig. 100. 
bf the earth, whose poles are at 
the points A and B ; one of these 
poles, A, is named the south or ant- 
arctic pole, the other, B, is denom^ 
inated the north or arctic f>ole. This 
last is nearer to the region of the 
globe which we inhabit. 

I remark that these two poles 
are directly opposite to each other ; in other words, 
were a straight line A B to be drawn directly through 
the earth, it woidd pass precisely through the mid- 
dle C, that is to say, through the centre of the earth. 
This' straight line A B has accordingly its appro- 
priate name, and is called the axis of the earth, which 
being produced in both directions to the heavens, 
will terminate in the two points which are called the 
poles of heaven; and to which we give the same 
names as to those of the earth. 

These two poles of the earth are by no means a 
mere fiction, or a speculation of astronomers and 
geographers; but are really most essential points 
marked on the surface of our globe ; for it is well 
known, that the nearer we approach these two points, 
the colder* and more rugged the face of nature be- 



* I have lately had occasion to show, that the greatest cotd is not at 
(tut poles, but at two points on each side of the pole, nearly coincident 
with the magnetic poles. The mean temperature of MeMlIe Island, 
which Captain Parry found to be l^o for 1819>1830, is undoubtedly lower 
than that of the north pole of our globe.— See Edintnurgh Tr<au90tum;^ 
19Dl Ix. p. 801.~£(i. 

M9 
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comes, to such a degree that the regions a^Bcentto 
the poles are absolutely uninhabitable, from the ex- 
cessive cold which prevails there daring the winter. 
No one instance, accordingly, has been produced of 
any traveller, whether by land or water, who has 
reached either of the poles. It may be affirmedt 
therefore, that these two spots of the earth are alto- 
gether inaccessible. 

Having thus determined the two poles of the earth 
A and B, we may conceive the whole globe divided 
into two hemispheres, D B E and DAE, each of 
which terminates in one of the poles as its summit. 
For this purpose we are to suppose the globe bisected 
through its centre C, so that the section shall be 
perpendicular to the axis of the earth ; this section 
will mark on the surface a circle encompassing the 
whole globe, ever3rwhere equally distant from the 
two poles. This surrounding circle is denominated 
the equator. The regions adjacent to it are the 
hottest, and on that account, as the ancients believed, 
almost uninhabitable ; but they are now found to be 
exceedingly populous, though the heat be there 
almost insupportable. 

But as you remove from the equator on either side 
towards the poles, the countries becomes more and 
more temperate, till at last, on approaching too near 
the poles, the cold becomes intolerable. 

As the equator divides the earth into two hemi- 
spheres, each bears the name of the pole contained 
in it ; thus the half D B E, which contains the north 
pole, is denominated the northern hemisphere, and in 
it is situated all Europe, almost the wnole of Asia, 
part of Africa, and the half of America. The other 
nemisphere, D A E, is from its pole denominated the 
eouthefn hemisphere, and contains the greater part 
of Afhcsi, the other half of America, and several 
Isles, which geoffraphers attribute to Asia, as you 
will recdllect to have seen in maps o^ the w(M:ld. 

ISthAugvst, 17^. 
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LETTER XLI. 

Of the Magnitude of the Earth; of Meridians y and Iht 
shortest Road from Place to Place, 

Hayino distinctly fixed the idea of the poles of 
the earth and of the equator, which yon much more 
easily imagine on a globe than I can represent by a 
figure, every other necessary idea will readily follow 
from these. 

I must, however, subjoin a farther elucidation of 
considerable importance. The axis of the earth, 
passing from one pole to the other through the cen- 
tre of the earth, is a diameter of the globe, and con- 
secmently is double the lengt)i of the radius. A 
radius of the earth, or the distance from every point 
on the surface to the centre, is computed to be 3956 
English miles ; the axis of the earth will therefore 
contain 7912 English miles. And the equator being 
a circle whose centre is likewise that of the earth, 
it will have nearly the same radius, namely 3956 
miles ; the diameter of the equator will accordingly 
be 7913 miles, and its whole circumference 23,736 
miles nearly : so that if you were to make a tour of 
the globe, following the track of the equator, you 
must perform a journey of almost 23,736 English 
mUes. This wiU give you some idea of the magni- 
tude of the earth. 

The equator being a circle, it is supposed to be 
divided into 360 equad parts, named degrees; a degree 
of the equator contains, therefore, 65 English miles,* 
as 9 times 360 make nearly 24,196.t 

* Theae results are only approximative. As the earth is a spheroid, 
flattened at the poles like an orange, the circumference of the meridian is 
aboat S4j855.84 English miles, and the circumference of the equator 
94,896.16 English miles. A geographical mile of 60 to a degree wiU 
4lierefore contain 6075.6 English hti.—Ed. 

t This paragraph, as it stands, is unintelligible. A degree al the 
equator is about 69.2x360= 24^913, the circumference of the earth. The 
aumben in the preeeding paragrapli an aiiU mora enoneous.— .Am. Xd 




140 MAomTiii>E or the ea&th. 

Every degree is again subdivided into 60 equal 
parts, called minutes, so that every minute contains 
more than an EngUsh mile, or 6076 English feet ; c 
second, being the sixtieth part of a minute, will con- 

tain 101 English feet. . n- , /., 

It being impossible to represent a i- 1^-. 101 . 
globe on paper any other way than 
by a circle, you must supply this 
defect by imagination. Accord- 
ingly, A B, Fig. 101, being the two 
poles of the earth, B the north, and 
A the south, D M N E will repre- 
sent the equator, or rather that half 
of it which is turned towards us, 
the other being concealed on the opposite side. 

The line D M N E represents, then, a'semicircle, 
as well as B £ A and B D A ; all these semicircles 
having their centres at that of the globe C. It is 
possible to imagine an infinite number of other semi- 
circles, all of them drawn through the two poles of 
the earth A and B, and passing through every point 
of the equator, as B M A, B N A ; these will all be 
shttilar to the first, B D A and B E A, though in the 
figure their form appears very different. Imagina- 
tion must correct this, and the fact is apparent on a 
real globe. 

All these semicircles drawn from one pole to the 
other, through whatever point of the equator they 
may pass, are denominate meridians ; or rather, a 
meridian is nothing else but a semicircle, which on 
the surface of the earth is drawn from one pole to 
the other; and you can easily comprehend that tak- 
ing any place whatever on the surface of the earth, 
say the point L, you can always conceive a meridian 
B L M A, which passing through the two poles 
takes in its way the point L. This meridian, then« 
is named the meridian of L. Supposing, for ex- 
ample, L to be Berlin, the semicircle B L M A would 
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be the meridian of Berlin ; and the same may be 
said respecting every other spot of the earth. 

You can represent to yourself a globe, on the 
surface of which are described all the countries of 
the earth, the continent, as well as the sea, with its 
ifilands. This artificial globe, denominated the ter- 
restrial or terraoueous globe, you must no doubt be 
acquainted with. As to all meridians which can 
possibly be drawn upon it, and a great number of 
which actually are traced, I remark, that each being 
a semicircle is divided by the equator into two equsd 
parts, each of which is the fourth part of a circle, 
that is, an arch of 90 degrees. Accordingly, B D, 
]3 M, B N, B E, are fourth parts of a circle, as well 
as A D, A M, A N, A E ; each therefore contains 
90 degrees : and it may be further added, that each 
is perpenddci^ to the equator, or forms right angles 
with it. 

Again, were a person to travel from the point of 
the equator M to the pole B, the shortest road would 
be to pursue the track of the meridian MLB, which 
being an arch of 90 degrees, will contain 6214 Eng- 
lish miles ; the distance to be passed in going from 
the equator to either of the poles. 

You will recollect that the shortest road irom 
place to place is the straight line drawn through any 
two places ; here the straight line drawn from the 
point M in the equator to the i>ole B would fall 
within the earth— a route which it is impossible to 
pursue, for we are so attached to the surface of the 
earth that we cannot remove from it. For this rea- 
son, the question becomes exceedingly different 
when it is asked. What is the shortest road leading 
from one spot on the surface of a globe to another ? 
This shortest road is no longer a straight line, but 
the segment of a circle, described from one point of 
the surface to another, and whose centre is precisely 
that of the globe itself. This is accordingly in per- 
fect harmony witj^ the case in question; for to 
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travel from the poiBt M in the equator to the pole 
B, the arch of the meridian M L B, which I nave 
represented as the shortest road, is in reality a seg- 
ment of the circle whose centre is precisely that of 
the earth. 

In like manner, if we consider the spot L situated 
in the meridian B L M A, the shortest. road to go 
thence to the pole B will.be the arch L B ; and if we 
know the number of degrees which this arch con- 
tains, allowing 69 English miles to a degree, we 
shall have the length of the road. But if you were 
disposed to travel from the same spot to the equator 
by the shortest track, it would be necessary to pur- 
sue the track of the arch of the meridian L M, the 
number of degrees contained in which, reckoning 
09 English miles to a degree, would give the 
distance. 

We must be satisfied with expressing these dis- 
tances in degrees, it being so eas^ to reduce them 
to English miles, or the miles of any other nation. 
Taking, then, the city of Berlin for the spot L, we 
find that the arch L M, which leads to the equator^ 
contains 52 degrees and a half; consequently, to 
travel from Berlin to the equator, the shorteat road 
is 3623 English miles. But If any one were to go 
from Berlin to the north pole, he must follow the 
direction of the arch B L, which, containing 37 de- 
grees and a half, would be 2591 English miles. 
These two distances added give 6214 English miles 
for the extent of the arch B L M, which is the fourth 
part of a circle, or 90 degrees, which contain, as wa 
have seen, 24,855 English miles. 

2Sid August, 1761. 
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LETTER XLII. 




. OfLatitudej and its Influence on the Seasons^ and the 

Length of the Day, 

I BEGIN once more with the same pig, 103. 
figjmre (J^>. 102), whicb must by 
tms time be abundantly familiar to 
you. The whole circle represents 
the ^lobe of the earth ; the points A 
and B its two poles ; B the north or 
arctic, and A the south or antarctic ; 
so that the straight line B A drawn 
within the earth and passing through 
its centre C, is the axis of it. Again, D M E is the 
equator, which divides it into two hemispheres, D B £ 
the northern, and DAE the southern. 

Let us now take any spot whatever, say L, and 
draw its meridian B L M A, which, being a semicir* 
cle, passes through the point L, and the two poles 
B and A. This then is the meridian of the place L, 
divided by the equator at M into £wo equal parts, 
making two-fourths of a circle, each of which con- 
tains 90 degrees. I remark further, that the arch 
L M of this meridian gives us the distance of the 
place L from the equator,* and that the arch L B 
expresses the distance of the same place L from the 
pole B. 

This being laid down, it is of importance to ob- 
serve that the arch L M, or the distance of L from 
the equator, is denominated the latitude of the place 
L ; so that the latitude of any place on the globe is 
nothing else but the arch of the meridian of that 
place, which is intercepted between the equator and 
the given place ; in other words, the latitude of a 
place is the distance of that place from the equator; 
expressing such distance by degrees, the quantity of 
which we perfectly know, as each degree contains 
69 English miles. 
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Tcm wOl readily comprehend that this distance 
must foe distinguished according as the given place 
is in the northern or southern hemisphere. In the 
former case, that is, if the given place is in the 
northern hemisphere, we say it has north latitude; 
but if it is in the southern hemisphere, we say it is 
in sottth latitude. 

Taking Berlin as an instance, we say it is in 68 
degrees and 32 minutes of noith latitude ; the lati- 
tude of Magdeburg is, in like manner, northern, 62 
degrees and 8 minutes. But the latitude of Batavia 
in the East Indies is 6 degrees 13 minutes south ; 
and that of the Cape of Good Hope, in Africa, is 
likewise south 33 degrees 55 minutes. 

I remark, by-theway, that for the sake of abbre- 
viation, instead of the word degree we affix a small 
cipher (^) to the numeral characters, and instead 
of the word minute a small slanting bar (')i and in- 
stead of second two of these (") ; thus the latitude 
of the observatory at Paris is 48° 50' 14" N., that is, 
48 degrees, 50 minutes, and 14 seconds north. In 
Peru there is a place named Vlo, whose latitude has 
been found to be 17<^ 36' 15" S., that is, 17 degrees, 
36 minutes, and 15 seconds south. Hence you will 
understand, that if a place were mentioned whose 
latitude was 0° O' 0", such a place would be precisely 
under the equator, as its distance from the equator 
is 0, or nothing ; and in this case it is unnecessary 
to a[ffix the letter N or S. But were it possible to 
reach a place whose latitude was 90® N., it would be 
precisely the north pole of the earth, which is dis- 
tant from the equator the fourth of a circle, or 90 
degrees. This will give you a clear idea of what is 
meant by the latitude of a place, and why it is ex- 
pressed by degrees, minutes^ and seconds. 

It is highly important to know the latitude of 
every place, not only as essential to geography, in 
the view of assigning to each its exact situation on 
geogr^hical charts, but likewise because on the 



OF LATITITDS. }4t 

latitude depend the seasons of the year, the ineqaali* 
ties of day and night, and consequently the temper- 
ature of tne nlace. As to places situated directly 
under the emtator, there is scarcely any perceptible 
variation of the seasons; and througn the whole 
year the days and nights are of the same length, 
namely, 12 hours. For this reason the equator is 
likewise denominated the equinootial line; but in. 
proportion as you remove from the equator, the more 
remarkable is the difference in the seasons of the ' 
year, and the more likewise the days exceed the 
nights in summer ; whereas, reciprocally, the days 
in winter are as much shorter than the nights. 

You know that the longest days, in these northern 
latitudes, are towards the commencement of oor sum- 
mer,' about the 21st of June ; the nights, of conse- 
quence, are then the shortest : and that towards the 
beginning of our winter, about the 23d of December, 
the days are shortest and the nights longest : so that 
everywhere the longest day is equal to the longest 
night. Now in every place the duration of the 
longest day depends on the latitude of the place. 
Here, at Berlin, the longest day is 16 hours and 38 
minutes, and consequently the shortest day in winter 
is 7 hours 22 minutes. In places nearer the equator, 
or whose latitude 'is less than that of Berlin, which is 
52° 32', the longest day in summer is less than 16 
hours 38 minutes, and in winter the shortest day is 
more than 7 hours 22 minutes. The contrary of 
this takes place on removing farther from the equa- 
tor: at Petersburg, for example, whose latitude is 
69° 66', the longest day is 18 hours 30 minutes, 
and consequently the night is then only 6 hours 30 
minutes: m winter, on the contrary, the longest 
night is 18 hours 30 rainutesi and then the day is 
only 5 hours 30 minutes. Weife you to remove still 
farther from the eq^tbr, till you came to a place 
whose latitude was 66* 30', the longest day there 
would be exactly S4 hours, in other WMds, the son 

Voi;, IL— N 



146 or PARAIXEL8. 

would not eet at that place at that season ; whereat 
in winter the contrary takes place, the sun not rising 
at all on the 23d of December, that is, the night 
then lasting 24 hours. Now at places still more 
remote from the equator, and consequently nearer 
the pole, for example, at Warthuys, in Swedish Lap- 
land, this longe5«t day lasts for the space of several 
days together, during which the sun absolutely never 
sets ; and the longest night, when the sun never rises 
at all, is of the sam^ duration. • 

Were it possible to reach the pole itself, we should 
have day for six montlis together, and during the 
other six perpetual night. From this you compre- 
hend of what importance it is to know accurately the 
latitude of every spot of the globe. 

22d August, 1761. 



LETTER XLIIL 

Cf Parallels f of {he First Meridian, and of Longitude. 

Haying informed you, that in order to find the 
meridian of any given place L, it is necessary to 
draw on the surface of the 
earth a semicircle B L M A, 
passing through the two 
poles B and A, and through 
the given place L; I remark, 
Fig. 103, that there is an 
infinite number of other 
places through which this 
same meridian passes, and 
which are consequently all 
said to be situated under 
the same meridian, whether 
in the northern hemisphere, between B and M, or in 
the southern, between M and A. 

Now, all the places situated under the same me- 
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ridian differ as to latitude, some being nearer to, or 
more remote from, the equator than others. Thus, 
the meridian of Berlin passes through the city of 
Meisse, and nearJy through the port of Trieste, as 
well as many other places of less note. 
. You will likewise please to observe, that a great 
many places may have the same latitude, that is, 
may be equally distant from the equator, but all of 
them situated under different meridians.' In fact, if 
L is the city Of Berlin, whose latitude, or the arch L IVf , 
contains 52° 32', it is possible that there' should be 
under any other' meridian B N A, a place I, the lati- 
tude of which, or the arch I N, shall likewise be 
52° 32' ; such are the points F and G, taken in the 
meridians B D A, B £ A. And as a meridian may be 
drawn through every point of the equator, in which 
there shall be a place whose latitude is the same with 
that of Berlin, or the place L, we shall have an in^ 
finite number of places all of the same latitude. 
They will be all situated in the circle F L I G, all the 
points of which being equally distant from the equa- 
tor, it is denominated a parallel circle to the equator, 
or simply a paralleL A parallel on the globe, then, 
is nothing else but a circle parallel to the equator, 
that is, all the points of which are equidistant from 
it ; hence it is evident that all the points of a parallel 
are likewise equidistant from the poles of the earth. 

As it is possible to draw such a pandlel through 
every place on the globe, we can conceive an infinite 
number of them, aU .differing in respect of latitude, 
each having a latitude, whether north or south, pe- 
culiar to itself. 

You must likewise be abundantly sensible, that the 
greater the latitude is, or the nearer you approach to 
either of the poles, the smaller the parallels become ; 
till at last, on coming to the very poles, where the 
latitude is 90°, the parallel is reduced to a single 
point. But, on the contrary, as you approach the 
equator, or the smaller the latitude is, the greater 
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are the parallels; till at last, when the latitude 
becomes 0, or nothing, the parallel is lost in the 
equator. . It is accordingly by the latitude that we 
distinguish them ; thus, the parallel of 30° is that 
which passes through every place whose latitude is 
30 degrees ; but it is necessary to explain yourself, 
according as you mean north or south latitude. 

On consultmg an accurate map, you will observe 
that Hanover is situated under the same parallel 
with Berlin, the latitude of both being 52° 33" ; and 
that the cities of Brunswick and Amsterdam fall 
nearly under the same parallel; but that the me- 
ridians passing through these places are different. If 
you know the meridian and the parallel under which 
any place is situated, you are enabled to ascertain its 
actual position on the globe. If it were affirmed, for 
exampte, that a certain place is situated under the 
meridian B N A, and the parallel F L G, you would 
only have to look where the meridian B N A is inter- 
sected by the parallel F L G, and the point of inter« 
section I, will • give the true position of the given 
place. 

Such are the means employed by geographers to 
determine the real situation of every place on the 
face of the globe. You have only to ascertain its 
parallel, or the latitude, and its corresponding me- 
ridian. As to the parallei, it is easy to mark and 
distinguish it from every other ; you have only to 
indicate the latitude or distance from the equator, 
according as it is north or south : but how describe 
a meridian, and distinguish it from every other? 
They have a perfect resemblance, they are all equal 
to each other, and no one has a special and distinctive 
Biark. It depends therefore upon ourselves to make 
choice of a certain meridian, and to fix it, in order 
to refer all others to that one. If, for example, in 
Fig. 103, {p. 146), referred to at the beginning, we 
were to fix on the meridian B D A, it would be easy 
to indicate every other meridian, say B M A, by simply 
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ascertaining on the equator the arch D M, contained 
between the fixed meridian B D A and the one in 
question B M A, adding only in what direction you 
proceed from the fixed meridian towards the other, 
whether from east to west, or west to east. 

This fixed meridian, to which every other is re- 
ferred, is called the first meridian ; and the choice 
oir this meridian being arbitrary, you will not think 
it strange that diff*erent nations should have made a 
different choice. The French have fixed on the isle 
of Ferro, one of the Canaries, for this purpose, and 
draw their first mertdian through it. The Germans 
and Dutch draw theirs through another of the Canary 
ijslands, called Teneriflfe. But whether you follow 
the French or German geogruphers, it is always 
necessary carefully to mark on the equator the point 
through which the first meridian passes ; from this 
point you afterward reckon by degrees the points 
through which all other merididr.^ pass ; and both 
French and Germans have agreed to reckon from 
west to east.* 

If, therefore, in Fig. 103, {p. 146), to which I have 
already referred, the semicircle B D A be the first 
meridian, and the points of the equator M and N were 
situated towards the east, you have only, in order to 
mark any other meridian, say B M A, to indicate the 
magnitude of the arch D M ; and this arch is what 
we call the longitude of all the places situated under 
the meridian B M A. In like manner, all the places 
situated under the meridian B N A have their longitude 
determined by the arch of the equator D N, expressed 
in degrees, minutes, and seconds. 

2^th August, 1761. 

* In English maps the meridian of Greenwich, a village near London, 
where the Royal Obserratory is situated, is made the first meridian. In 
American maps the meridian of the city of Washington is gensrally 
Ed, 

N2 
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LETTER XUV. 

Choice of the First Meridian. 

Yoa have now received complete information 
respecting what is denominated the latitude and the 
longitisde of a pifece on the surface of the globe. 
Latitude is computed on the meridian of the g^vea 

Slace, up to the equator ; in other words, it is the 
istance of the parallel passing through that place 
from the equator ; and to prevent all ambiguity, it is 
necessary to express whether this latitude or distance 
is north or south. 

As to longitude, we must determine the distance 
of the meridian of the given place from the first me- 
ridian ; and this distance is computed on the equator, 
Arom the first meridian to the meridian of the given 
place, always proceeding from west to east ; in other 
words, longitude is the distance of the meridian of 
the given place from the first computing the degrees 
on the equator, as'I have just now said. 

We always compute, then, from the first meridian 
eastward ; and it is evident, that when we have com- 
puted up to 360 degrees, we are brought back pre- 
cisely to the first meridian, as 360 degrees complete 
the circumference of the equator. Accordingly, 
w.ere any particular place found to be in the 359th 
degree of longitude, the meridian of that place would 
be only one degree distant from the first meridian, 
but towards the west. In like manner, 350^ of Ion* 
gitude would exactly correspond with a distance of 
10° westward. For this reason, in order to avoid 
all ambiguity in determining longitude, we go on to 
reckon up to 360° towards the east. 

You will no doubt have the curiosity to know 
why geographers, in settling the first meridian, have 
agreed to nx on one of the Canary Islands. I beg 
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'leave to reply, that the intentipn was to begin with 
settling the Umits of Europe towards the west ; and 
as these islands, called the Canaries, and situate'd in 
the Atlantic Ocean, beyond Spain, towards Amerii^a, 
were still considered as part of Europe, it was 
thought proper to draw the first meridian through 
the most remote of the Canary Islands, that we 
might be enabled to compute the other meridians 
without interruption, not only all over Europe, but 
through the whole extent of Asia; from whence, 
going on to reckon towards the east, we arrive at 
.America, and thence return at length to the first 
meridian. 

But to which of the Canary Isles shall we give 
the prfeferencet Certain geographers of France 
made choice of the isle of Ferro, and the Germans 
that of Tenerifle, because the real situation of these 
isles was not then sufiiciently ascertained, and it was 
not perhaps known which of them was the most 
remote ; besides, the German geographers imagined 
that the mountain named the Peak or Teneriffe was 
pointed out, as it were, by the hand of Nature for 
the first meridian. 

Be this as it may, it seems rather ridiculous to 
draw the first meridian through a place whose real 
position on the globe is not perfectly determined ; 
for it was not till very lately that the situation of the 
Canaries was ascertained. For this reason the most 
accurate astronomers fix* the first meridian precisely 
20 degrees distant from that of the observatory zt 
Paris, without regarding through what spot the first 
may in that case pass ; and it is undoubtedly the 
surest method that can be adopted ; and in order to 
determine every other meridian, the simplest way is 
to find out its distance from that of Paris : then, if 
that other meridian is more to the east, you have 
only to add to it 20 degrees, in order to have the 
longitude of the places situated under it ; but if this 
meridian be westward to that of Paris, you must 
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subtract the distance from 20 degrees. Finally, if 
this distance towards the west is more than 20 de- 
grees, you subtract it from 380 degrees, that is, from 
20 degrees above 360, in order to have the longitude 
of the meridian. 

Thus, the meridian of Berlin being to the eastward 
of the meridian of Paris 11° 2', the longitude of 
Berlin will be 31*^ 2' ; and this is likewise the longi- 
tude of all other places situated mider the same 
meridian with Berlin. 

In like manner, the meridian of Petersburg being 
28° more to the east than that of Paris, the longi- 
tude of Petersburg vnl\ be 48°. 

The meridian of St. James's, London, is more to 
the west than that of Paris by 2° 25' 15" ; subtract- 
ing, therefore, that quantity from 20°, the remainder, 
17° 34' 45", gives the longitude of St. Jameses, 
London. 

Let us now take the city of Lima in Peru, the 
meridian of which is 79° 27 45 ' to the westward of 
that of Paris ; that distance must be subtracted from 
380 degrees ; which will leave a remainder of 310° 
32' 16", the longitude of Lima.* 

Now, when the latitude and longitude of a place 
are known, we are enabled to ascertain its true po- 
sition on the terrestrial g^lobe, oi; on a map ; for as 
the latitude marks the parallel under which the 
place is situated, and the meridian gives the me- 
ridian of the same place, the point where the parallel 
intersects the meridian will be exactly the place in 
question. 

You have but to look at a map, that of Europe, 
for example, and you will see the degrees of the 
parallels marked on both sides, or their distances 
from the equator ; above and below are the degrees 



* This method of reckoning the longitude is now entirely abandoned. 
The EnglUh reckon it flt)m Greenwich, the French from Paris, and m 
on.— JEa. 
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of longitude, or the distances of the several me- 
ridians from the first. 

The parallels and meridians are usually traced on 
maps, degree by degree, sometimes at the distance 
of five degrees from each other. In most maps the 
meridians are drawn up and down, and the parallels 
from left to right : the upper part is directed towards 
the north, the under to the south, the right-hand 
side towards the east, and the left-hand side towards 
the west. 

It is likewise to be remarked,, that as all the me- 
ridians meet at the two poles, the more any two me- 
ridians approach to either of the poles the smaller 
their distance becomes ; at the equator their distance 
always is greatest. Accordingly on all good maps, 
where the meridians are traced, you will observe 
that they gradually approximate towards the top, 
that is, the north ; and their distances increase as you 
proceed towards the equator. This is all that seems 
to be requisite for the understanding of geographical 
charts by means of which an attempt is made te 
represent the surface, or part of the surface, of the 
globe. 

But my principal object was to demonstrate how 
the real position of every spot on the globe is deter* 
mined by its latitude and longitude. 

1st September, 1761. 



LETTER XLV. 

Method of determining the Latitude, or the Eletation 

of the Pole, 

It being a matter of such importance to know the 
latitude and longitude of every place, in order to 
ascertain exactly the spot of the globe where you 
are, you must be sensible that it is equally important 



154 OF DETERMINING THE IJITITUDE. 

to discover the means of certainly arriving at such 
knowledge. 

Nothing can be more interesting to a man who 
has been long at sea, or after a tedious journey 
through unknown regions, than to be informed at 
what precise spot he is arrived ; whether or not he 
is near some known country, and what course he 
ought to pursue in order to reach it. The only 
means of relieving such a person from his anxiety 
would undoubtedly be to give him the latitude and 
longitude of the place where he is ; but what must 
he do to attain this most important information? 
Let us suppose him on the ocean, or in a vast desert, 
where there is no one whom he can consult. After 
having ascertained, by the help of a terrestrial globe, 
or of maps, the latitude and longitude of the place 
where he is, he will with ease from them determine 
his present position, and be furnished with the neces- 
sary information respecting his future progress. 

I proceed therefore to inform you that it is by 
astronomy chiefly we are enabled to determine the 
latitude and longitude of the place where we are ; 
and that I may not tire you by a tedious detail of all 
the methods which astronomers have employed for 
this important purpose, I shall satisfy myself with 
presenting a general idea of them, trusting that this 
will be sufficient to convey to you the knowledge 
of the principles on which every method is founded. 

1 begin with the latitude, which is involved in 
scarcely any difficulty ; whereas the determination * 
of the longitude seems hitherto to have defied all 
human research, especially at sea, where the utmost 
precision is requisite. For the discovery of this 
last, accordingly, very considerable prizes have been 
proposed, as an encouragement to the learned to 
direct their talents and their industry towards a dis- 
covery so interesting, both from its own importance 
and from the honour and emolument which are to 
he the fruit of it. 
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I return to the latitude, and the means of ascer- 
taining it, referring to some future opportunity a 
more ample discussion of the longitude, and of the 
different methods of discovering it, especially at sea. 



Fig: 104. 




Let the points B and A, Fig. 
104, be the poles of the earth ; 
B A its axis, and B its centre ; 
let the semicircle B D A repre- 
sent a meridian, intersected by 
the equator at the point D; 
and B D, A D, will be each the 
quadrant of a circle, or an arch 
of 90 degrees; the straight 
line D C will therefore be a ra- 
dius of the equator, and D E 
its diameter. 

Let there now be assumed in 
this meridian B D A the point 
L, the given place of which the latitude is required ; 
or, in other words, the number of degrees contained 
in the arch L D, which measures the distance of the 
point L from the equator ; or again, drawing the 
radius C L, as the arch L D measures the angle 
D C L, which I shall call y, this angle y will express 
the latitude of the place L, which we want to find. 

Now, it being impossible to place ourselves at the 
centre of the earth, from which we could take the 
measure of that angle, we must have recourse to the 
heavens. There the prolongation of the axis of the 
earth A B terminates in the north pole of the heavens 
P, which we are to consider as at an immense dis- 
tance from the earth. Let the radius C L likewise 
be carried forward till it terminate in the heavens at 
the point Z, which is called the zenith of the place ; 
then, drawing through the point L the straight line 
S T, perpendicular to the radius C L, you wiU recol- 
lect that this line S T is a tangent of the circle, and 
that consequently it will be horizontal to the place 
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L ; our horizon always touching the snrface of the 
earth at the place where we are. 

^t us now look from L towards the pole of the 
heavens P, which being infinitely distant, the straight 
line L Q directed to it will be parallel to the Ime 
A B P, that is, to the ^xis of the earth : this pole of 
the heavens will appear, therefore, between the ze- 
nith and • the horizon L T ; and the angle T L Q, in- 
dicated by the letter m, will show how much the 
straight line L Q, in the direction of the pole, is ele- 
vated above the horizon ; hence this angle m is de- 
nominated the elevation of the pole. 

You have undoubtedly heard frequent mention 
made of the elevation of the pole, or, as some call it, 
the height of the pole; which is nothing else but the 
angle formed by the straight line L Q in the direc- 
tion of the pole ^and the horizon of the place where 
we are. You have a perfect comprehension of the 
possibility of measuring this angle m, by means of 
an astronomical instrument, without my going into 
any further detail. 

Having measured this angle m, or the height of the 
pole, it will give you precisely the latitude of the 
place L, that is, the angle y. To make this appear, 
it is only necessary to demonstrate that the two an- 
gles m and y are equal. 

Now the line L Q being parallel to C P, the angles 
m and n are alternate, and consequently equal. And 
the line L T being perpendicular to the radius C L, 
the angle C L T of the triangle C L T must be a right 
angle, and the other two angles of that triangle, n 
and Xj must be together equal to a right angle. But 
the arch B D being the quadrant of a circle, the angle 
BCD must likewise be a right angle ; the two angles 
X and y, therefore, are together equal to the two 
angles n and x. Take away the angle x from both, 
and there will remain the angle y equal to the angle 
n; but the angle n has been proved equal to the 
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ttigte m, tlierefor^ the angle y is likewise eqtial to 
the angle m. ^ 

It has already been remarked-that the angle y ex- 
presses the latitude of the pktce L, and the ahgle fn 
the elevation or height of the pole at the same place 
L; the latitude of any place, therefore, is always 
equal td the height of the pole at that same place. 
Th^ means which astronomy supplied for observing 
the height of the pole indicate therefore the latitude 
required. 

Astronomical observations made at Berlin have 
accordingly informed us that there the height of the 
pole is' 62® Z9f, and hende we conclude that the lati- 
tude of that city is likewise 62** 32', 

This is one very remarkable instance to demon- 
strate how the heavens may assist us in the attain- 
ment of the knowledge of objects which relate only 
to the earth. 

6th September^ 1761. 



LETTER XLVI. 

Knowle^e of the Longitude^from a Calculation of the 
Direction^ and of the Space passed through, 

I NOW proceed to the longitude ; and remark tjiat, 
on taking a departure, whether by land or water, 
from a knqwn place, it would be easy to ascertain 
the spot we had reached, did we know exactly the 
length of the road, and the direction which we pur- 
sued. This might, in such a case, be eflffected even 
without the ^d Of astronomy ; and this obliges me 
to enter into a more particular detail oH the subject. 

We measure the length of a road by feet; we 
know how many feet go to a mile, and how many 
miles go to an arch of one degree upoYi thb globe : ' 
thus we are enabled to express in degrees the dis- 
tance we have travelled. 

Vol. II.— 
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Ab Ui the route or direction in which we travel, it 

is necessary accurately to know the position of ae 
meridlBn at erery place whers we are. Ab the me- 
ridian pioceeds in one direction towards the uortti 

pore, and in the other towards the south, you bare 
only to draw, on the horizon of the spot wnere yon 
are, a straight line from north to south, which is 
called the meridian line of that, place. A^ possible 
care must be taken to trace this meridi^ line very 
accurately, and here the heavens muSt again perform 
the office of a guide. 

You knov it is midday when the sun is at his 
neatest elevation above the horizon; or, which is 
the same thing, the direction of the sun is then ex- 
actly south, and the shadow of a staff fixed perpen- 
dicularly on a horizontal plane wiU fall, at that in- 
stant, precisely northward. Hence it is easy to com- 
prehend how an ohservation of the sun may furnish 
US with the means of accurately tracing a meridian 

line, wherever we may he. 
Having traced a meridian, every other direction is 

very easily determined. 
Let the straight line N S, pig. 106. 

j^. 105, be the meridian, 

one of the extremities N 

being directed towards the 

north, and the other S to- , 

wards the south. With this/ 

meridian let there be drawn 

at light ang'loB the straight I 

line E W, whose extremity \ 

E shall be directed towards 

the east, and the Other ex- 

tremityWtowards the west. 

Having divided the circle 

into sixteen equal parts, we shall have so maaydiSet- 

ent directions, denominated according to the letten* 

affixed to them ; and in case of not pursuing a direc- 
tion which exactly correatMnda with soma 08e of tha 
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sixteen, the angle mu^t be marked which that de- 
yiatmg line of direction makes with the meridian 
N S, or with E W, which is perpendicular to it. 

It is thtis Ve are enabled to determine exactly the 
direction which we pursue in travelling; and so 
long as We are assured of the length of the way, and 
of the direction pursued, it will be very easy to as- 
certain the true place at which we have arrived, and 
to indicate both its longitude and latitude. We em- 
ploy for this purpose an accurate map, which con- 
tains the>point of departure, and that which we have 
reached ; and by means of the scale, which gives the 
quantity of miles or leagues that go to a degree, it is 
easy^to trace, on such map, the track pursued and 
completed. 

Fig, 106 represents a map, oil which are marked 
from lefl to right the degrees of longitude, and those 

Fig. 106. 




160 kn^wiahob Qir thb uumnnE. 

of latitude from top to bottom ; it is likewise visible 
on the face of it, that the meridians converge as 
they approach towards the north, and retire from 
each other towards the south, as is the actual oase 
on the globe. 

This map contains part of the^surface of the earth, 
from the 53d degree of north latitude to the 5Qtb de- 
gree ; and from the 13th degree of longitude to the 
26th. 

Suppose^ then, I take my departure from the i^aee 
L, the longitude of which is 16°, and the latitude 
57° 20^, and that I proceed in the direction S S £1, 
and have travelled a space of 345 English miles. In 
order to deter iitine the longitude and latitude of the 
place I have reached, I draw from the place h the 
straight line L M^ making, with the meridian an angle 
of 67° 30', the same angle which the direction £ S £ 
in the preceding figure makes with N S. Then on 
that line I take, according to the scale mariced en 
the chart, L M equal to 345 English miles, and the 
point M shall be the place which I have reached. 

I have then^)hly to compare this place with the 
meridians and parallels traced on the map, and I find 
that its longitude is 24° nearly ; and on measuring 
more exactly the part of the degree to be a^ed to 
the 24th degree, I find the longitude of the point M 
to be 24° 4'. ^ As to the latitude, I observe it to be 
between the 55th and 56th degree, and by an easy 
computation I find it to be 55° 25' ; so that the lati- 
tude of the place M, which 1 have reached, is 53° 
25', and its longitude 24° 4'. . \ 

It has here been supposed that I have invariably 
pursued the same direction, E S E, from first to last ; 
but if I have from time to time deviated from th^t 
direction, I have only to perform the same opera- 
tion on each deviation, to find the place where I foen 
was ; from this I take a fresh departure, and trace 
my direction till another deviation takes places aod 
so on, till I reach my bbiect. By these means it is 
always in my power, whether travelling by sea or 
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land} to ascertain the place I have reached ; provided 
I know exactly, through my whole progress^ the 
direction I pursue, and meas,ure with equal accuracy 
the length of the way. 

W^ might in this case dispense even with the as- 
sistance of astronomy, unless we had ocpa^on for it 
accuivtely to determine our direction, or the angle 
which ii makes with the meridian ; hut the magnetic 
needle or compass may, in many casep, supply this 
want. 

You must be sensible, however, that it Is possible 
to make a very considerable mistake, both in the 
computaticm of the direction akid of the length of the 
way, especi£dly in very long voyages. How often 
is it necessary to change* the direction in travelling 
even from hence to Magdeburg I and how is it possi- 
ble to measure exactly the length of the wav ? But 
when we travel by land we are not reduced to this 
expedient ; for we are enabled to measure by geo- 
metrical experiments the distance of places; and the 
angles which the distances make with the meridian 
of every place ; and thus we can determine, with 
tolerable accuracy, the true situation of all i^es. 

Sth September, 1761. 



LETTER XLVH. 

Continttotion, Defects of this Method. 

A* MfiTBoD of observing the direction pursued and 
the length of the course, seems to be of singular 
utility in sea voyages, because there we are not 
under the necessity of deviating from the directiicm 
every hioment, as m travelling by land; for with the 
same wind we can proceed in the same direction. 

Pilots soie accordingly very attentive in exactiy 
observing the course pf the vessel, and in measuring^ 
the JNTOgress she haa made. They keep an accnratd 

8 
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kMuraal of all tiiese oliaervatioivs at the ^lose of evoi^ 
day, nay atiU more fV^quently; they traioe oa theif 
sea-charts the progress .they have made, md thus 
are enabled to mark on the charts, for every period 
of time, the point where they are, and of w^htiiey 
coiisequently know the latitude and loogi^de. A4^ 
oordin^ly, so long as the course is regolart and thsi 
vessel is not agitated by a tempest, good pilots are 
seldom mistaken; but when they are in doubt, they 
have recourse to astronomical observations, InMii 
. which they discover the elevationof the pole ; and 
this being always equal to the latitude of the placet 
where they are, they compare it with that which 
they have 'marked on the chart, conformahly to the 
computation of their progress. If these are found to 
coincide, their computation is just ; if they discover 
a difference, they conclude with certainty that some 
error has been committed in the computationof the 
distance and of the course ; in that case they re-ex- 
amine both the one and the other more carefuUy, 
and endeavour to apply the necessary corrections, 
in order to- make the computation agree with the 
observation of ^e hei^t of the pole, pr of the lati- 
tude, which is equal to it. 

This precaution may be sufficient in short voyages, 
as the errors committed can in these be of no great 
importance ; but in very long voyages, these slight 
mistakes may accumulate to such a degree that at 
last a very gross mistake may be committed, and 
the place where the vessel actually is may differ 
considerably from what it was suf^osed to foe on 
the cha3ct. 

I have hitherto gone on the supposition that the. 
voyage proceeded quietly ; bat should a storm ansoy 
dnxing which the vessel ia subjected to the rudest 
concussions of wind and waves, it is evident that 
the computation of distance and course is entirely 
deranged, and that.it is imposmble to trace on im 
ekarithe proigeess she has m^de.. 
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It would be very easy after this derangement to 
aseertain by astrdnomi^^al observations the latitude 
of the ship's place; but this would determine only 
the parallel of that place, and it would remain 
totally uncertain at what point of the parallel she 
actually was. 

It is necessary therefore to diecover likewise. the 
longitude of the place, which shows us the meridian 
under which it is situated ; and then the intersection 
of that meridian wit^ the parallel found will give 
the vessers tnie place. - This will make you 'sensi* 
Ide of what importance it is to assist mariners in 
discovering likewise the longitude of the place where 
'Ahey are. 

This necessity is imposed not only from the con- 
sideration of the tempests to whicn navigation is 
liable^, for it is possible, supposing the voyage tp 
proceed ever so- quietly, to be grossly mistaken in 
the computation of both course and distance. Could 
we supjKKse the sea to be at rest, it. might be pes- 
-sible to invent various methods of ascertaining with 
tolerable exactness the way w^hich the vessel has 
made; but there are rapid currents in n^any places 
4>f the ocean, which have the resemblance of a river 
running in a certain direction. Thus it is observed 
that the Atlantic Ocean has a perpetual current 
into the Mediterranean Sea, through the Straits of 
Gibraltar ; and that the ocean between Africa and 
America has a very considerable current from east 
to west, so that a voyage to America is perform^ 
in much less time Wfx a voyage from America to 
Europe. 

Were.suohv currents constant and we^ known, we 
ehould have considerable assistance towards form« 
iog our calculations ; but it has been observed that 
Ih0y are sometimes, more, sometimes less rapid, and 
that they frequently change their direction ; whic|^ 
^rrn^m the calculations of the most skilful navi- 
4^t&i tfi suQh a degrei» t^^t it is'no .lo^gel; safe to 



164 XNOWUBDOK or TMB LOveiTvnk 

trast them. We hftve tmt too many fatal instaacea 
of ships dashed on concealed rocks and lost, because 
these iKrere compoted to be still at a considerable 
distance. It was afterward discovered,' when too 
late, that these calamities had been occasioned by 
the currents of the ocean, which deranged' the cal- 
culations of navigators. 

' In fact, When the ocean has a current which makes 
it flow like a river, following a certain direction, 
vessels cailght in it are carried awayimperceptibl^. 
In a river we deariy perceive that- the current is 
carrying us along, by observing the banks or the 
bottom ; but at sea no land is vMible, and the depth 
is too great to admit of our maldng any observation 
from the bottom. At sea, then, it is impossible 
to discern the currents y and hence^ so many dread- 
Ail mistakes respecting both course and distance. 
Whether, therefore, we take tempests into the ac- 
count or not, we are always under the necessity of 
falling on other methods of ascertaining the longi- 
tude of the places where we may arrive ;• and of the 
varioiis methods hitherto employed' for acquiring 
this knowledge of the longitude I now proceed to 
inform you. 

Wh September, 1761. 



LETTER XLVm. 

StfConi'Meihod of deterrrwninff the Longitude^ ^y medm 

of an exact Timepiece, 

A VKR V sure method of finding the longitude would 
be a clock, watch, or pehdulum, so perfect, that is 
to say, which should always go so equally imd so 
exactly, that no concussion should be able to affect 
its motion. 

Supposing such a timepiece constructed, let «■ 
see in what mamier, by meaop of it, we should te 
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eaalded to.8olretfaie problem of the Icmgitude. We 
raust return, for this purpose, to the consideration 
of meridians, which we are to conceive to be drawn 
through every pjace on the surface of the globe. 

You know thkt the sun seems ta describe every 
day a circle round the earth* and that, of conse- 
quence, he passes successively over all the meridians 

in the space of twenty-four hours. 

Now, the sun is said to pass aver, or through a 
given meridian, if a straight line drawn ^om the mm 
to the centre of the earth C, Fig-. 107, «. .^m 
pass precisely through that meridian. »' * 
If, therefore, in the present case the 
line drawn from the sun to the centre of 
the earth pass through the meridian 
B L M A, we would say that the sun 
was in that meridian, and then it would 
be midday to all the places situated 
under this meridian ; but under every other it would 
not be midday at that precise instant; it would 
there be before noon or after it everywhere else. 

If the meridian B N A is situated to the east- 
ward of the meridian B M A, the sun, in makimg his 
circuit from easi to west, must pass over the meri- 
dian B N A before he reaches the meridian B M A ; 
consequently it will be midday under the meridian 
B N A earher than under the meridian B M A ; 
when, therefore, it shall be midday under this last 
meridian, midday under every other meridian tb the 
eastward will be already past, or it will be afternoon 
with them. On the contrary, it will be still fore- 
noon under every meridian, say B D A, situated to 
the westwabrd, as the sun cannot re^ch it till he has 
passed over the meridian B M A. 

And as the motion, of the sun is regular and imi- 
fbita, ahd he completes his circiiit of the globe, that 
is 3fl0 degrees, ih twenty-four hours, he must every 
hour describe an atch of 15 degrees. Wh<enj 1^er&- 
fove^it is noon at Berlin, and at ^vevy otiier pftaoe 
situated under the same meridian, noon will be 
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alreadypast under meridians situated to the eastward ; 
and more particularly still under the meridian situ- 
ated 15 decrees to the eastward of that of Berlin, it 
will alreafy be one o'clock ; under the meridian 30 
deg^es eastward, two o'clock ; under that of '45 de- 
grees, three o'clock afternoon, and so on. The con- 
trary wiU take place uhder meridians situated to the 
westward of that of Berlin ; when it is noon thete^ it 
will be only eleren o'clock forenoon under the me- 
ridian 16 degrees to the westward, ten o'clock under 
the meridian of 30, nine o'clock under the meridian 
of 45 degrees westward, and to on; a difference of 
15 degreeat between two meridians alwajrs amounting 
to ah hour of time. 

To elucidate still more elearly what has now been 
remarked, let us compare the two t;ities Berlin and 
Paris. As the meridian of 3eTlin is 11^ It 15" to 
the eastward of that of Paris, reckoning an hdur to 
15 degrees, this difference of 1 1° IT 15" will give 44 
mimltes and 29 seconds of time, or three-quarters 
of an hour nearly. When, therefore, it is midday 
at Paris, it will be 44 minutes and 39 second^ after 
midday at Berlin ; and re^prdcally, when it is mid- 
day at Berlin, it will only be 15 mmutes and 31 sec- 
onds ^fter eleven o'clock ^at Paris ; ' s6 that it will 
not be noon' at this last city till 44 minutes, and 39 
secohds afterward. H^ice it is evident, that the 
clocks at Berlin should always be faster than those 
of Paris, and that this difference ought to be ne^ly 
,44 minutes and 39 seconds. 
' The difference, between the meridians of Berlin 
and Magdeb\irg is nearly l^ 40^; Berlin therefore is 
to the eastward of. Magdeburg; and this differeiice 
reduced to time gives 6 minutes and 40 sec<H|dfi, 
which the clocks, of Berlin ought to indicate more 
than that of Magdeburg. Consequently, if it is just 
now noon at Magdeburg, and the clocks there, which 
I suppose well regulated, point to XII., the clocks 
at Berlin should, at the same idstan^ indicate 6 
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minutes and 40 seconds after XII., that is, noon 
tiiere is already past. 

Hence you see, that in pxo|K)rtion as places differ 
in lon^tude, or as they are situslted under different 
meridians, well-regulated timepieces ooji^ht not to 
point out the same hour at the same instant, hut the 
diffei^ence ou^t to be a whole hour when that of 
the longitude is 15 degrees. 

In employing a timepiece, then, for ascertaining 
the longitude of the places through which yre pass, 
it would- iirst be necessary to regulate it exactly at 
some place whei;e we actually were. This is done 
by observing the instant of nOon, that is, the instant 
when the sun passes over the meridian of that place ; 
and the timepiece ought then to point precisely to 
^11. It ought afterward to be adjusted in such a 
manner, that always after a revolution of 34 hours, 
when the sun returns to the meridian, the index after 
having made two complete circuits, should again 
point exactly to XII.. If thi^ is carefully observed, 
such well regulated timepieces will not coincide in 
different places, unless these be situated under one 
and the same meridian ; but if they are situated under 
different meridians, that is, if there be a difference 
of longitude, the time indicated by the clock or 
watch, at the same moment, will likewise be.-differ- 
ent ; at the rs^te of one whole hour of time for every 
15 degrees of longitude, . 

Knowing, then, the difference of time indicated 
by well regulated timepieces, at different places, 
and at the same instant, we are enabled exactly to 
compute the difference of longitude at these two 
places, reckoning always 15 degrees for an hour, 
and^the fourth part of a degree for a minute. 

I6th September^ 1761. > 
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LETTEE XLIX. 
OmtmuaHan, andfurtker EhicidtiHons. 

Yon wiU be less surprised at the dilTerence of time 
which well regulated timepieces must indicate under 
di^reAt meridians, when you recollect, that While 
it is noon with us, there ase counfries towards the 
east where the sun is already set,- and that thbre are 
others towards the west where he is but just rising. 
It must therefore be already night with the ohe, aiKl 
still morning with the other, at the same instant that 
it is noon with us. You know^ besides, that vrith 
our antipodes, who are under the meridian diametri- 
cally, opposite to ours, it is ntght, while it is day with 
us ,' so that our noon corresponds exactly to their 
midnight. 

It will bo an easy matter, lifter these elucidations,, 
to show how an exact timepiece may assist ~us in 
discovering the difference of meridians, or that of the 
longitude, at different places: ' 

Supposing me possessed of such an excellent time- 
piece, which, once exa,ctly regulated, shows me every 
day the precise time it is at Beiiin, so that whenever 
it IS noon at Berlin, it poittts precisely to XII. .-sup- 
posing further, that it goes so regularly, that once 
a^usted, I have no fhrther occasion to touch it, and 
that its ifhotion is not to be det^nged either by the 
shaking of a carriage, or the agitation of a vessel 
on the ocean, or by any concussion whatever to which 
it may be exposed. 

Provided thus (with a timepiece of this descrip^ 
tion, I set out to travel, whether by I^d or by sea ; 
perfectly assured, that go where T will, its motion 
will be steady and uniform, as if I had remained at 
Berlin: it will every day point to XII. at the very 
moment it is noon at Bedin, and that wherever I 
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■ay liappen to be. On this journey, I arrive AM 
at Magdeburg: there I observe ihe sun when ht 
passes the meridian, and this happens when he is 
exactly south ; and it being then noon at Ma^ebury, 
I consult my timepiece, and observe it pomts to 6 
minutes and 40 seconds after XII. : whence I con- 
clude, that when it is noon at Magdeburg, noon at 
Berlin is already past, and that uie difference is 
6' 40" of time, which correspond to 1° 40' of distance ; 
therefore the meridian of Magdeburg is to the west* 
ward of that of Berlin. The longitude of Berlin, 
therefore, being nearly 31^ T 15', the longitude of 
Magdeburg will be 1<» 40' less, that is, it will be S9<* 
ST 16". 

I thence proceed to Hamburgh, accompanied by 
my timepiece, which I never touch ; and there ot 
serving when it is noon by the sun, for I cannot 
depend on the public clocks which there announce 
the hour, I find my timepiece already announcea 
13' 33^' after XII. ; so that at Berlin noon is past 
13' 33" when it is exactly noon at Hamburgh : hence 
I conclude, that the meridian of Hamburgh is 3° S3' 
16" to the westward of that of Berlin ; reckoning 16® 
to an hour, that is one degree for every four minutes 
of time : accordiiigly, I find that 13' 33" of time give 
3® S3' 15'' of distance for the difference of the me- 
ridians. The longitude of Hamburgh will be of course 
37<^ 44'. 

At Hamburgh I go to sea, still accompanied by my 
timepiece, and after a long voyage I arrive at a place 
where, waiting for noon, the moment of which I ascer- 
tain by observing the sun, I find that my timepiece 
indicates only 5^ 15" after X. ; so that then it is not 
yet noon at Berlin, and the difference of time is 1 hour 
1 minute and 46 seconds, from which I conclude, thai 
the place at which I have arrived is to the eastward of 
Berlin ; and as one hour gives 16 degrees, one minute 
of time 16', and 46 seconds of time 11' 15", the differ- 
ence of the meridians will therefore be 16® SO' 16". 

Vol. II.— P 
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I find, then, that I am at a place to the eastward of 
Bexlin, whose longitude is greater than that of Berhn 
by 15° ^ 19"; now the longitude of that city beinff 
nearly 31° T 15", the longitude of the place where I 
am must be 40° 33' 30". Thus I have discovered 
under what meridian I now am ; but I am stiU un- 
certain as to the point of the meridian. In order to 
ascertain this, I have recourse to astronomical obser- 
vations, and find the height of the pole to be precisely 
41°. Knowing likewise that I am still in the north- 
em hemisphere, as I have not passed the equator, I 
discover that I actually am at a place whose latitude 
is 41° liorth, and longitude 46^ 33' 30". I take there- 
fore my globe or maps, and trace the meridian whose 
longitude is 46° 33' 30''; I look for the place whose 
latitude is 41°, and at the point of intersection I find 
I have got to the city of Constantinople without 
having occasion to apply for information to any per- 
son whatever. 

Thus, at whatever place of the globe I may arrive, 
possessed of a timepiece so exact, I am able to 
ascertain the longitude of it ; and then an observation 
of the height of the pole will show me its >latitude. 
AU that remains, therefore, is to take the terrestrial 
globe, or a good map, and it will be easy for me to 
ascertain where I am, however unknown to me the 
country may in other respects be. 

It is much to be regretted, that artists of the 
greatest ability have hitherto been unsuccessful in 
the construction of timepieces such as I have de- 
scribed, and such as the case requires. We meet 
with a great many very good pendulum machines, 
but they go regularly only when fixed in undisturbed 
situations ; the slightest concussion is apt to derange 
their motion ; they are therefore totally useless m 
loi^ sea voyages. It is obvious that the pendulum, 
which regulates the motion, is incapable of resisting 
the shocks to which it is exposed in navigation. 
About ten years ago, however, an English artist 
pretended that he had constructed a timepiece proof 
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against the motion of a ship at 8e^^ and that after 
having tried it a long time together in a carriage on 
the road, it was impossible to perceive the sh^test 
derangement ; on which the inventor claimed and 
received part of the parliamentary reward proposed 
for the discovery of the longitude, and the rest was 
to be paid after it had been put to the proof of a 
long voyage. But since that time we have heard no 
more of it ; from which it, is to be presumed that 
this attempt too has failed, like many others which 
had the same object in view.* 
I9th September, llQl. 



LETTER L. 

Eclipses of the Moon, a third Method of finding the 

Longitude. 

From want of the exquisite timepiece of which I 
have endeavoured to give you an idea, the eclipses 
of the moon have hitherto been considered as the 
most certain method of discovering the longitude ; 
but these phenomena present themselves so rarely, 

* The attempt bas by no means failed. Tbe reward offered by the 
French Academy, and more especially the liberal reward offered by the 
British parliament of 20,0002., Ibr a discovery that should determine the 
longitude within half a degree, provided such method should extend more 
than 80 miles from the coast, stimulated the ingenuity of various me- 
chanicians, and led to the discovery of several means by which the ex- 
pansion and contraction of metals by heat and cold (the principal cause 
of irregularity in the beat timekeepers) were very nearly compensated, 
and an equable motion established. The lisirge reward of 30,0002. was 
gained by Harrison, for his invention of the gridiron pendulum, and the 

S' »plicatioa of the same principle to a watch to efihct a self-regulating curb 
r linuting the effbctive length of the spiral pendulum spring. This 
reward, which it is said was actually increased by gratuities of the Board 
of Longitude, the East India Company, and others, to S4,000Z., wa« paid to 
James ^d William Harrison, fiither and son, in 1774, and a new act of 
parliament was passed, gruiting Airther but less rewards for still greater 
perfection in the construction of chronometers. By the successive labours 
of Mttdge, Arnold, Eamshaw, and others, the art of chronometer making 
has been brought to so great perfection, as to render this instrument or 
the Ughest value to the navigator, and to bring it within tbe reaeh of 
almost every ship-master.— ulm. Ed 
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that we have it not in our power to employ them so 
often as occasion reanires. 

You know that the moon is ec]i|)6ed when it 
passes into the shadow of the earth : it is possible 
then to observe the moment when the moon begins 
to enter into the shade, and when she has emerged ; 
the one is denominated the beginninff of the echpse, 
and the other its end ; and when both are observed, 
tihM3 mean time between them is denominated the 
middle of the eclipse. The moon is sometimes 
wholly immerged in the shadow of the earth, and 
remains for some time invisible ; this we call a total 
eclipse, during which we may remark the moment 
when the moon entirely disappears, and that when 
she begins to emerge; the former is called the 
beginning of total darkness, and the latter the end of 
it. But when a part only of the moon is obscured, 
we call it a partial eclipse ; and we can remark only 
the moment of its beginning and ending. You know 
likewise that eclipses of the moon can happen only 
at the full, and that but rarely. 

When, therefore, an eclipse of the moon is ob* 
served attwojdifierent places situated under different 
meridians, the beginning of the eclipse will be clearly 
seen at both, and at the same instant ; but the time- 
pieces at th^se different places wUl by no means 
udicate the same hour, or any other division of time 
exactly the same : I mean weU regulated timepieces, 
each of which points precisely to XII. when it is 
noon at that places If these places are situated 
under the same meridian, their timepieces wiH no 
doubt indicate the same time at the beginning and 
at the end of the eclipse. But if these two meridians 
are 15 degrees distant from each others that ie, if 
the difference of their, longitude be 16^, the time- 
pieces must differ a complete hour from the begin- 
ning to the end of the eclipse ; the timepiece of the 
place situated to the eastward wUl indicate one hour 
more than the other: the difference of 30^ inrlongi- 



KNOWLEDGE OF THE LONGITUDE. 



173 



tude will occasion that of two hours in the time indi- 
cated by well regulated clocks or watches ; and so 
on, according to the following table : 



SirrCRKNCB OF LOMOITUDB. 


DIFFKBBNCB OF LOMOITUDK. 


Of Degrees. 


Of Time. 


Of Degrees. 


OfTUne. 


16° 


1 Hour. 


106 


,7 Hours. 


30 


2 


120 


8 


45 


3 


135 


9 


60 


4 


160 


10 


76 


5 


166 


11 


90 


6 


180 


12 



If, therefore^ the difference of the longitude were 
150*^, the timepieces would differ ten hours from the 
beginning to the end of the eclipse. 

Thus, when the same eclipse is observed at two 
different places, and the moment of its commence- 
ment is exactly marked on the timepieces at each, 
it will be easy to calculate from the diflference of the 
time indicated, the difference of longitude between 
the two places. Now, that where the time is more 
advanced must be situated more towards the east, 
and consequently its lon^tude greater, as longitude 
is reckoned from west to east. 

By such means, accordingly, the longitude of the 
principal places on the globe have been determined, 
and geographical charts are constructed conformably 
to these determinations. But it is always necessary 
to compare the observations made in a place the 
longitude of i^hich was not already known, with 
those which had been made in a known place, and' 
to wait the result of that comparison. Were I to 
arrive, then, after a long voyage, at an unknowh 
place, and an opportunity presented itself of there 
observing an eclipse of the moon, this would, in the 
first instance, afford me no assistance towards the 

P2 
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diacoTery of the longitude of that place ; I couM 
not, till after my return, compare my obsenratioa 
with another made in a known place, and thus I 
should learn too late where I was at that time. The 
grand point in request is, How am I at the moment 
to acquire the necessary information, that I may 
take my measures accordingly \ 

Now, the motion of the moon beinpr so exactly 
known, it is possible to attain this satisfaction ; for 
we are thereby enabled, not only to calculate before- 
hand all future eclipses, but to ascertain the moment 
of the beginning and end, according to the time- 
pieces of a given place. You know that our Berlin 
itlmanacs always indicate the beginning and the 
end of every eclipse visible at that city. In the 
view, then, of undertaking a long voyage, I can fur- 
nish myself with a Berlm almanac ; and if an oi>- 
portunity presents itself of observing an eclipse of 
the moon at an unknown place, I niust mark exactly 
the time of it by a timepiece accurately regulated 
by the sun at noon, and compare the moments of the 
beginning and end of the eclipse with those indicated 
• in the almanac, in order to ascertain the difference 
between the meridian of Berlin and that which 
passes through the place where I am. 

But besides the rarity of eclipses of the moon, 
this method is subject to a further inconvenience ; 
we are not always able to distinguish with sufficient 
accuracy the moment of the beginning and end of 
the eclipse, which comes on so imperceptibly that a 
mistake of several seconds may very easily be com- 
mitted. But as the mistake will be nearly the same 
at the end as at the beginning, we calculate -the 
middle point of time between the two moments ob- 
served, which will be that of the eclipse ; and we 
afterward compare this with that which is indicated 
by the almanac for Berlin, or for any other known 
place. 

If the almanac for next year should not be pob* 
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tislted when I set out on my vo3rage, or supposing it 
to last more years than one, there are books con- 
taining the eclipses calcnlated for several years to 
come. 
22d September^ 1761. 



LETTER LI. 

Observatum of the EcHpses of the Satellites ofJufitety 
a fourth Method of finding the Longitude, 

E<».iP8E8 of the sun may likewise assist in a8ce^- 
taming the longitude, but iii a way that requires 
more profound research, because the sun is not im- 
mediately obscured ; it is only the interposition of 
the body of the moon which obstructs the trans- 
mission of his rays to us, as when we employ a 
parasol to sh^ter us from them, which does not pre> 
¥ent others from beholding all their lustre. For the 
moon conceals the sun only from part of the inhabk- 
ants of the earth ; and an eclipse of the sun may 
be clearly visible at BerUn, while at Paris there is 
no interception of his light. 

But the moon is really eclipsed by the shadow of 
the earth ; her own light i& diminished or extin- 
guished by it : hence the eclipses of the moon are 
seen in the same manner wherever she is above the 
horizon at the time of the eclipse. 

It cannot have escaped your penetraEtion, that if 
there were other heavenly bodies which ftom time 
to time underwent an^r real obscuration, they mig^ 
be employed with siinilar success as the echpses of 
the moon in ascertaining the longitude. The satel- 
lites of Jupiter, which pass so frequently into the 
ahadow of their planet that almost every night one 
or othet of them is eclipsed, may be ranked in the 
WDiib^ «€ these, and fianuahiis with another excel- 
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Fig, 108. 



lent method of deteraiinin^ the longitude. Astrono- 
mers accordingly employ it with great succese. 

You know that Jupiter has 
four satellites which make their 
revolutions round him, each in 
his own orhit, as represented 
in the annexed figure, Fig. 108, 
by circles described round Ju- 
piter. I have likewise repre- 
sented the sun in this figure, in 
order to exhibit the shadow 
A O B behind the body of Ju- 
piter. You see the first of 
these satellites, marked 1, on 
the point of entering into the 
shadow ; the second, marked 2, 
has just left it ; the third, 3, is 
still at a great distance, but ap- 
proaching to it ; and the fourth, 
4, has left it a considerable 
time ago. 

As soon as one of these satel- 
lites passes into the shadow it 
becomes invisible, and that 
'suddenly ; so that at whatever 
place of the fflobe you may hap- 
pen to be, uie satellite which 
was before distinctly visible 
disappears in*an instant. This 
entrance of a satellite into the 
shadow of Jupiter is denomi- 
nated immersion^ and its depart- 
ure from the shadow emer- 
Stan ; when the satellite which 
had for some time been invisible suddenly reappears^ 

The immersions and emersions are equally adapted 
to the determination of the longitude, as they take 
place at a decided instant; so that when such a phe- 
nomenon is observed at several places of the globe. 
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you must find in the time indicated by the time- 
pieces of each the difference which exactly cor* 
responds to the difference of the distance of their 
meridians. It is the same thing as if we observed 
the beginning or the end of an eclipse of the moon ; 
and the case is then involved in no difiicnity. For 
some time past we have been able to calculate these 
eclipses of the satellites of Jupiter, that is, their 
immersions and emersions ; and we have only to 
compare' the time observed with the time calculated 
for a given place, say Berlin, in order to conclude at 
once the distance of its meridian from that of our 
camtaL 

This method is accordingly practised universally 
in travelling by land ; but the means have not yet 
been discovered of profiting by it at sea, where, 
however, it is of still greater importance for a man 
to know with certainty where he is. Were the 
satellites of Jupiter as visible to the naked eye as 
the moon is, this method would be attended with no 
difficulty, even at sea ; but the observation cannot 
be made without a telescope of at least four or five 
feet in length-— a circumstance which presents an in^ 
surmountaUe obstacle. 

You well know that it requires some address to 
manage, even on land, a telescope of any length, to 
direct it towards the object which you wish to con* 
template, and to keep it so steady as not to lose the 
object; you will easily comprehend, then, that a 
ship at sea being in a continual agitation, it mu^ be 
almost impossible to catch Jupiter himself; and if 
you could find him, you would lose him again in a 
moment. Now, in order to make an accurate ob- 
servation of the immersion or emersion of one of 
the satellited of Jupiter, it is absolutely necessary 
that you should have it in your power to look at him 
steadily for some time together ; and this being im- 
possible at sea, we are to all appearance constrained 
io abandon this methodof determining the longitude. 
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This inconyenience, however, may he remedied 
two ways ; the one by the construction of telescopes 
six inches long, or less still, capable of discovering 
clearly the satellites of Jupiter ; and there can be no 
doubt that these would be more managea]t>le than 
such as are four or five feet in length. Artists are 
actually employing themselves with success in/bring- 
ing telescopes of this sort to perfection ; but it has 
not yet been proved whether or not it will require as 
much address to point them to the object as those 
which are longer. 

The other way would be to contrive a chair to be 
used on shipboard, whiclr should remain fixed and 
motionless, so as not to be affected by the agitation 
of the vessel. It does not seem impossible that a 
dexterous mode of balancing mi^ht ^ect this. In 
fact, it is not long since we read m the public prints 
that an Englishman pretended that he had constructed 
such a chair, and therefore claimed the prize pro- 
posed for the discovery of the longitude.* His claim 
was well founded, if he indeed constructed the ma- 
chine, as it would be possible by means of it to ob- 
serve at sea the immersions and emersions of the 
satellites of Jupiter, which are undoubtedly very 
much adapted to the making of this discovery ; but 
for some time past no further mention has been made 
of it. From the whole, you must have perceived 
how many difficulties attach themselves to the dis* 
covery of the longitude. 

2dth Septevdber, 1761. 

^ Tbe InTention here alladed to vnm Irwin*f marine tihair, which 
WM tried at aea, but It waa not foond to anaw^ the parpoae of tha 
btTootor.— £i. 

r 



XNOWIKDOB OV THE LOMOITVDX. 179 

LETTER UI. 

The Motion of the Moon, a fifth Method* 

The heavens furnish us with one resource more 
for discovering the longitude without the assistance 
of telescopes, in which astronomers seem to place 
the greatest confidence. It is the moon, not only 
when ecUpsed but at all times, provided she be visi- 
ble; an unspeakable advantage considering that 
ecUpses are so rare, and that the immersions and 
emersions of the satellites of Jupiter are of such 
difficult observation; there being a considerable 
time every year during which the planet Jupiter is 
not visible to us, whereas the moon is almost con- 
stantly in view. 

You must undoubtedly have already remarked, 
that the moon rises every day almost three-quarters 
of an hour later than the preceding, not being at- 
tached to one fixed place relatively to the stars, 
which always preserve the same situation with respect 
to each other, though they have the appearance of 
being carried round by the heavens, to accomplish 
everyday their revolution about the earth. 1 speak 
here according to appearances ; for it is the earth 
which revolves every day round its axis, while the 
heavens and the fixed stars remain at rest ; while 
the sun and planets are continually changing their 
place relatively to these. The moon has Bkewise a 
motion abundantly rapid from one day to another, 
with relation to the fixed stars. 

If you were to see the moon to-day near a certam 
fixed star, it will appear to-morrow at the same 
hour at a considerable distance from it towards the 
east ; and the distance sometimes exceeds even 15 
degrees. The velocity of her motion is not always 
^ same, yet we ase able to determine it very ex- 
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actly for every day; by wiiidi means we can eaten- 
late before-hand her trae ^place in the heaTens for 
every hour of the day, and for any known meridian, 
say that of Berlin, or Paris. 

Suppose, then, that after a long voyage I find my- 
self at sea, in a place altogether unknown, what use 
can I make of the moon, in order to discover the 
longitude of the place where I am ? There is no 
difficolty with respect to the latitude, even at sea, 
where mere are means abundantly certain for ascer* 
taining the height of the pole, to which the latitude 
is always equal. My whole attention, then, will be 
directed to the moon ; I will compare her with the 
fixed stars which are nearest, and thence calculate 
her true place relatively to them. You know there 
are celestial globes on which all the fixed stars are 
arranged, and that celestial charts are likewise c(m»- 
structed similar to geographical maps, on which are 
reivesented the fixed stars which appear in a certain 
quarter of the heavens. On taking, then, a celestial 
chart on which the fixed stars to which the moon 
is near are marked, it will be an easy OEiatter to de- 
termine the true place where the moon at that time 
is ; and my watch, which I have taken care to regu- 
late there, from an observation of the moment of 
noon, will indicate to me the time of my lunar ob- 
servation. Then, from my knowledge of the moon's 
motion, I calculate for Berlin, at what hour she must 
appear in the same place where I have seen her. If 
the time observed exactly correspond with the time 
of Berlin, it will be a demonstration that the place 
where I am is precisely under the meridian of Berlin,. 
and that consequently the longitude is the same* 
But if the time of m^ observation is not that of Ber- 
lin, the difference will give that which is between 
the meridians ; and reckoning 15 degrees lor every 
hour of time, I compute how much the longitude of 
the place I am at is greater or leaa than that of Ber- 
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lin: the place where time is more advanced has 
always the greater longitude. 

Tins is an abstract of the manner of determining 
longitude by simple observations of the moon. I 
remark, that the happiest moments for successfully 
performing this operation, and fpr accurately deter- 
mining the moon's place, are, when a fixed star hap- 
pens to be concealed behind her body ; this is called 
occultation, and there are two instances favourable 
to observation, that when the moon in her motion 
completely covers the star, and that when the star 
reappears. Astronomers are particularly attentive 
to catch these instants of occultation, in. order to 
calculate from them the moon's true place. 

I foresee, however, an objection you will proba- 
bly make respecting the time-piece with which I 
suppose our navigator provided, after having main- 
tained the impossibility of constructing one that 
shall be proof against every agitation of a ship at 
sea. But this impossibility respects only such 
time-pieces as are expected to preserve a regular 
motion for a long time together, without the neces- 
sity of frequent adjustment; for as to the observa- 
tions in question, a common watch is quite suffi- 
cient, provided it go regularly for some hours, after 
having been carefully adjusted to the noon of the 
place where we are; supposing a doubt to arise, 
whether we could calculate from it the succeeding 
evening or night,, at the time we observe the moon, 
the stars likewise will afford the means of a ne\V 
and accurate adjustment. For as the situation of 
the sun with relation to the fixed stars is perfectly 
known for any time whatever, the simple observa- 
tion of any one star is sufficient to determine the 
place where the sun must then be ; from which we 
are enabled to calculate the hour that a well regu- 
lated timepiece ought to indicate. Thus, at the . 
very instant of making an observation by the moon^ 
we are enabled likewise to regulate our timepiece 
Vol. II.— Q 
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by the stars ; and every timeiHece is supposed to 
go regularly for so short a space^ 
29th September, 1761. 



LETTER LIIL 

Advantages of this last Method ; its Degree of 

Precision. 

This last method of finding the longitude, founded 
on lunar observations, seems to merit the prefer- 
ence, as the others are subjected to too many diffi- 
culties, or the opportunities of employing them 
occur too seldom to be useful. And you must be 
abundantly sensible that success depends entirely 
ou the degree of precision attained in forming the 
calculation, and that the errors which may be eom- 
mitted would lead to conclusions on which we could 
place no dependence. It is of importance, there- 
fore, to explain what degree of precision we may 
reasonably hope to attain in reducing this method 
to practice, founded on the considerable change 
which the moon undergoes from one day to another 
in her position. It may be affirmed, that if the 
moon's motion were more rapid, it would be more 
adapted to the discovery of the lomritude, and would 
procure for us a higher degree of precision. But 
if, on the contrary, it were much slower, so that 
we could scarcely discern any change of her posi- 
tion from day to day, we could derive very little, 
if any, assistance from her towards the discovery 
of the longitude. 

Let us suppose, then, that the moon changes her 
place among the fixed stars a space of 12 degrees 
in twenty-four hours ; she will, in that case, change 
it one degree in two hours, and half a degree, or 
lufr^v minutes in an hour : if we were to commit a 
mistake in observing the moon's place of thirty 
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miBUtes, it would be the same thing as if we ob- 
served the moon an hour earlier or later, and we 
shoiiid commit a mistake of one hour in the con- 
clusion respecting the difference of the meridians. 
Now, one hoar's difference in the meridians corres- 
ponds to 15 degrees in their longitude; conse- 
quently, we shoiSd be mistaken 15 degrees in the 
longitude itself of the place we look for; which 
would undoubtedly be an error so enormous that it 
were almost as well to know nothing about it ; and 
a simple computation of the distance and the direc- 
tion, however uncertain, could not possibly lead to a 
mistaJke so very gross. But a man must have gone 
to work in a very slovenly manner to commit a 
mistake of 30 minutes respecting the moon's place ; 
and the instruments which he employed must havo 
been very bad, a thing not to be supposed. 

Nevertheless, however excellent the instruments 
may be, and whatever degree of attention may have 
been bestowed, it is impossible to keep clear of aU 
error ; and he must have acquitted himself very well 
indeed who has not committed the mistake of one 
mimrte in determining the moon's place. Now, as 
it changes half a degree, or 30 minutes, in one hour, 
it wiU change one minute of distance in two minutes 
of time. When, therefore, the mistake of the moon's 
place amounts to no more than one minute, the 
mistake in the difference of meridians will amount to 
two minutes of time. And one hour, or 60 minutes, 
being equivalent to 15 degrees of longitude, there 
will resist from it an error of half a degree in the 
longitude ; and this point of precision might be sitf- 
ficient for every purpose, were it but attainable. 

I have hitherto supposed our knowledge of the 
moon's motion to be so perfect, that, for a known 
meridian, we could determine the moon's true place 
for every moment without an error ; but we are stiU 
very far short of that point of perfection. Within 
tiiese twenty years, the error in this calculation wa« 
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more than six minutes ; and it is bat lately that the 
ingenious Professor Mayer of Gottingen, pursuing' 
the track I had pointed out to him, has succeeded so 
far as to reduce this error to less than a minute. It 
may very easily happen, then, that in the calculation 
likewise, the error of one minute maybe committed, 
which, added to that of a minute committed in the 
observation of the moon^s place, will double that 
which results from it respecting the longitude of 
the place where we are ; and, consequently, it may 
possibly amount to a whole degree: it is proper 
further to remark, that if the moon in twenty-foar 
}K>ur8 should change her relative situation more than 
12 degrees, the error in the longitude would be less 
considerable. The means may perhaps be discov- 
ered of diminishing still further the errors into which 
we are liable to fsul, in the observation and in the 
calculation ; and then we should be able to ascertain 
the longitude to a degree, or less. Nay, we ought 
not to despair of attaining a still higher degree of 
precision. We have only to make several observa- 
tions, which can be easily done by remaining several 
days together at the same place. It is not to be 
apprehended, in that case, that all the conclusions 
should be equally defective ; some will give the lon- 
gitude sought too great, others too small, and by 
striking a medium between all the results, we may 
rest assured that this longitude will not be one de- 
gree removed from the truth. 

'Hie English nation, generously disposed to engage 
genius and ability in tliis important research, has 
proposed three prizes for ascertaining the longitude 
—one of 10,000/., one of 15,000/., and one of 20,000/. 
The first of these is to be bestowed on the person 
who shall determine the longitude to a degree, or 
about it, so as to give perfect assurance that the 
error shall not ex^oeed one degree at most. The 
second is to be given to him who shall discover a 
method still more exacts so that the error shall 
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never exceed two-thirds of a degree, or 40 minutes. 
The highest prize is destined to the man who shdl 
ascertain the longitude so exactly that the error shall 
never exceed half a degree, or 30 minutes ; and a 
higher degree of precision is hardly to be expected. 
No one of these prizes has hitherto been allotted : I 
do not take into the account the gratification be- 
stowed on the artist who pretended to it from his 
construction of perfect timepieces. Mr. Mayer is 
at this moment claiming the highest, and I think he 
is entitled to it.* 
^ October, 1761'. 



LETTER LIV. 

On the Mariner's Compass^ and the Properties of the 

Magnetic Needle. 

You are by this time sufficiently informed respect- 
ing the discovery of the longitude : I have had the 
pleasure of explaining the various methods which 
have been employed for the determination of it. 

The first and most natural is carefully to observe 
the quantity of space which we have gone over, and 
the direction in which we moved ; but the currents 
and tempests to which sea voyages are exposed 
render this method impracticable. 

The second requires the construction of a time- 
piece so perfect as to go always uniformly, notwitb- 
standing the agitation of a ship at sea; which no 
artist has hitherto been able to accomphsh. 

The third is founded on the observation of the 
eclipses of the moon, which would completely 

* Th« Widow o{ Professor Mayer received from the British parliament 

taKthrthooremi on whiSh Maya's Tables are founded. The latter w- 
K alwa reward from the French government, and gained aeveral 
pizM Ibr Xm improvement .of the lunar theory.— £a. 
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answer every imrpose, were ttot oppoirtimitiest of 
employing it too rare, and least in our power when 
the necessity may be most urgent. 

The fourth xefers to the eclipses of the satellites 
of Jupiter, which would answer the purpose ex- 
tremely well, had we the means of employing at 
sea telescopes of a certain description^ without 
which they are invisible. 

Finally, observations of the moon herself famish 
a fifth method, which appears the most practicaUe, 
provided we were able to observe the moon's place 
m the heavens so exactly, that the error in calcula^ 
tion (and error is unavoidable) should never exceed 
one minute, in order to be assured that we are not 
mistaken above one degree in the determination of 
the longitude.* 

To one or thB other of these five methods persons 
engaged in this research have chiefly directed their 
soeculations : but there is still a sixth, which seems 
likewise adapted to the solution of the problem, were 
it rhore carefully cultivated ; and will pethsms one 
day furnish us with the most certain method of dis- 
covering the longitude ; though as yet we are far, 
very fkr 'short of it. 

It is not derived from the heavens, but is attached 
to the earth simply, being founded on the nature of 
the magnet, and of this compass, The explication 
of it opens to me a new field of important physioid 
observation, for your amusement and instruction, on 
the subject of magnetism ; and I flatter myself you 
will attend with dehght and improvement to the 
elucidations which I am going to suggest. 

My reflections shall be directed only to the main 
subject of our present research, I mean the discovery 
of the longitude. I remark in general, that the 

* This method is now brought to tfery great perftction, not only hv 
the improvement of the luiiar tables, but by the perifecUon of tb» 
•exiants and circles witl^ which the i2iooo!8 place io Uw betvens il 
wPserreo,^— jSrf. 
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magnet is a Ert;one wh)ch has the quality of attracting 
iron, and of disposing itself in a certain direction ; 
and that it communicates the same quality to iron 
and steel, by rubbing, or simply touchmg them with 
a magnet ; proposing ailerward to enter into a more 
minute discussion of this quality, and to explain the 
nature of it. 

1 begin, then, with the description of a magnetic 
needle, which, mounted in a certain manner, for the 
use of mariners, is denominated the compasM. 

For this purpose we provide a. needle of good 
steel, nearly resembling Fig. 109, one extremity of 

Fig, 109. 
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which B terminates in a point, the better to distin- 
guish it from the other A ; it is furnished at the 
middle C with a small cap, hollowed below, for the 
purpose of placing the needle on a pivot or point D, 
as may be seen in the second figure. 

The two ends are adjusted in such a manner, that 
tl^e needle, keing in perfect equilibrium, can revolve 
freely, or remain at rest, on the pivot^ in whatever 
situation it may be placed. Before the magnet is 
apolied, it would be proper to temper the needle, ip 
oraer to render it as hard as possible ; then by rub- 
bing or touching it with a good loadstone, it will 
instantly acquire the magnetic virtue. The two ex- 
tremities will no longer balance each other, but the 
one B will descend, as if it had become heavier; 
and in order to restore the equil^rium, something 
must be taken away from the extremity B, or a smafl ' 
weight added to the end A. But the artists, fore- 
seeing this change produced by magnetism, make 
the end B ohginSly lighter than the end A, that the 
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mag^netized needle may of itself assume the hori* 
zontal position. 

It then acquires another property still more re- 
marlcable : it is no longer indifferent to all situations 
as formerly ; but affects one in preference to every 
other, and disposes itself in such a manner that the 
estremity B is directed to the north nearly, and the 
extremity A towards the south; and the" direction 
of the magnetic needle corresponds almost with the 
meridian line. 

You recollect that, in order to trace a meridian 
line« which may point out the north and the south, 
it is necessary to have recourse to astronomical 
observations, as the motion of the sun and stars 
determines that direction; and when we are not 
provided with the necessary instruments, and espe- 
cially when the sky is overclouded, it is impossible 
to derive any assistance from the heavens towards 
tracing the meridian line ; this property of the mag- 
' netic needle is, therefore, so much the more admi- 
rable, that it points out, at all times, and in every 
place, the northern direction, on which depends the 
others, towards the east, south, and west. For this 
reason the use of the magnetic needle, or compass, 
is become universal. 

It is in navigation that the advantages resulting 
from the use of the compass are most conspicuous ; 
it being always necessary to direct the course of a 
vessel towards a certain quarter of the world, in 
order to reach a place proposed, conformably to 
geographic or marine charts, which indicate the 
direction in which we ought to proceed. Before this 
discovery, accordingly, it was impossible to under- 
take long voyages ; the mariner durst not lose sight 
of the coast for fear of mistaking his course,* unless 
the sky was unclouded, and the stars pointed out 
the way. 

A vessel on the wide ocean, without the know- 
ledge of the proper course, would be precisely in the . 
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state of a man who, with a bandage over his eyes, 
was obliged to find his way to the great church of 
Magdeburg ; imagining he was going one way, he 
might be going another. The compass, then, is tho 
principal guide in navigation ; and it was not till 
after this important discovery that men ventured 
across the ocean, and attempted the discovery of 
a new world. What would a pilot do without his 
compass during or after a storm, when he could 
derive no assistance from the heavens 1 Take 
whatever course he might, he must be ignorant in 
what direction he was proceeding, north, south, or 
to any other quarter. He would presently deviate 
to -such a- degree as infallibly to lose himself. But 
the compass immediately puts him right ; from 
which you will be enabled to Judge of the importance 
of the discovery of the magnetic needle, or mariner's 
compass. 
6th October^ 1761. 



LETTER LV. 

Declination of the Compass, and Manner of observing it. 

Though the magnetic needle affects the situation 
of being directed from south to north, there are ac- 
cidental causes capable of deranging this direction, 
which must be carefully avoided. Such are the 
proximity of a loadstone, or of iron or steel. You 
have only to present a knife to a magnetic needle, 
and it will immediately quit its natural direction, and 
move towards the knife ; and, by drawing the knife 
round the needle, you will make it assume every 
possible direction. In order to be assured, then, 
that the needle is in its natural direction, you must 
keep at a distance from it all iron or steel, as well 
as magnets ; which is so much the more easy, that 
these substances influence its direction only when 
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veiy near it : once removed, their effect becomes In- 
sensible, unless in the case of a very powerful mag- 
net) which might possibly act on the needle at the 
distance of several feet. 

But iron alone produces not this effect, as the 
compass may be used to advantage even in iron 
mines. You are perfectly sensible, that under 
ground, in mines, we are in the same condition as at 
sea when the face of heaven is overclouded, and th^t 
it is necessary to drive mines in a certain direction. 
Plans are accordingly constructed representing all 
the tracks hollowed out in the bowels of the earth, 
and this opHeration is regulated merely by the com- 
pass ; this is the object of the science denominated 
subterraneous geometry. 

To return to our compass or ma^etic needle: 
I have remarked that its direction is only almost 
northerly ; it is therefore incorrect to say that the 
magnet nas the property of always pointmg north. 
Having employed myseu in the fabrication of many 
magnetic needles, I constantly found that their di- 
rection at Berlin deviated about 15° from the true 
meridian line ; now an aberration of 15° is very con- 
siderable. 

Fig. 110 represents first the 
true meridian line, drawn from 
north to south ; that which is 
drawn at right angles with it 
'ndicates the east to the right- 
hand, and the west to the left. 
Now the magnetic needle A B 
does not fall on the meridian, 
but deviates from it an angle 
of 15"^ BO North. This angle is 
denominated the declination, 
and sometimes the deviation or 
variation, of the compass or magnetic needle ; and 
as the extremity B, nearest the north, deviates 
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towards the west, we say the declination is 15^ 
westerly. 

Having thus determined the declination of the 
magnetic needle, we can make it answer the same 
purpose as if it pointed directly north. The needle 
IS usually enclosed in a circle, and you have only to 
mark on it the due north and the exact distance from 
the northern extremity of the needle, so as to make 
a declination qf 15° westward ; and the line North 
South, Fig. llOi will indicate the true meridian line, 
and enab& us to ascertain the four cardinal points, 
north, east, south, and west. 

The better to disguise the secret, the magnetic 
needle is concealed in a circle of pasteboard, as rep- 
resented in the figure, only the needle is rendered 
invisible, the pasteboard covering it, and forming 
but one body with it, the centre of which is placed 
on a pivot,* in order to admit of a free revolution : 
it assumes, of course, a situation such that the point 
marked North is always directed to that point of the 
horizon ; whereas the neecUe, which is not seen, in 
effect deviates from it 16° to the west. This con- 
struction serves only to disguise the declination, 
which the vulgar consider as a defect, though it be 
rather an object worthy of admiration, as we shall 
afterward see ; and the pasteboard, only increasing 
the weight of the needle, prevents its turning so 
freely as if it were unencumbered. 

To remedy this, and more commodiously to 
employ the compass, the needle is deposited in a 
circular box, the circumference of which, divided 
into 360°, exhibits the names of the principal 
points of the horizon. In the centre is the pivot, 
or point which supports the needle, and this last 
immediately assumes a certain direction ; the box is 
then turned till the northern extremity of the needle 

* The cap or hoUow which rests on the pivot should be made of nr- 
mt, wUeh gives less Mction than any other of Um preeionB stoiMt.--Si. 
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B exactly corresponds with 15^ on the circnniferencey 
reckonings from the north-westward ; and then the 
names maiked will agree with the real quarters of 
the world. 

At sea, however, tfaey employ needles cased in 
circles of pasteboard, the circumference of which is 
divided into 360°, to prevent the necessity of turning 
round the box ; then the pasteboard circle, which is 
called the compass, indicating the real quarters of 
the world, we have only to refer to it the course 
which the ship is steering, in order to ascertain the 
direction, whether north or south, east or west, or 
any other intermediate point. By the compass like- 
wise we distinguish the winds, or the quarters from 
which they blow ; and from the points marked on it 
their names are derived. It is necessary, at any 
rate, to be perfectly assured of the declination or 
variation of the compass ; we have found it to be 
exactly 15° westward here at Berlin ; but it may be 
different at other places, as I shall afterward demon- 
strate. 

10th October, 1761. 



LETTER LVI. 

Difference in the Declination of the Compass at the 

same Place, 

When I sa^^ that the declination of the compass 
Is 15° west, this is to be understood as applying only 
to Berlin, and th^ present time : for it has been re- 
marked, that not only is this declination different at 
different places of the earth, but that it varies, with 
time, at the same place.* 

The magnetic declination is accordingly much 

* In tbe year 1786, M. Sehdze found the deviation to be 180 88" wMch 
■Bematoksfttbeeiiiteiiiaxirauni. Ial80ft,jr.£et(efi>iUMlittol)el8OI'i 
teTinf been ao low aa 17o y in 1788.-&L 
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greater at Berlin now than it was formerly. I re- 
collect the time perfectly when it was only 10° ;* 
and in the last century there was a period when 
there was no declination, so that the direction of the 
magnetic .needle coincided exactly with the meridian 
line. This was about the year 1670 ; since then the 
declination is become progressively greater towards 
the west, up to 15°, as at this day : and there is every 
appearance that it will go on diminishing till it is 
again reduced to nothing. 1 give this, however, 
merely as conjecture, for we are very far from being 
able to predict it with certainty. 

Besides, it is well known that prior to the year 
1670, the declination was in the contrary direction, 
that is, towards the east ; and the farther back we 
go, the greater do we ilnd the declination eastward. 
Now, it is impossible to go farther back than to the 
period when the compass was discovered ; this hap- 
pened in the fourteenth century ; but it was long 
after the discovery before they began to observe 
the declination at Berlin ; for it was not perceived 
at first that the needle deviated from the meridian 
Una 

But at London, where this subject has been more 
carefully studied, the magnetic declination in the 
year 1580 was observed to be 11° 16' east; in 1622, 
6® C east ; in 1634, 4° 5' east ; in 1667 there was no 
declination ; but in 1672 it was 2° 30' west ; in 
1692, 6° 0' west ; and at present it may probably be 
18® west, or more.f You see, then, that about 
the beginning of the last century, thQ declination 
was nearly 8 degrees east : that thenceforward it 
gradually diminished^ till it became imperceptible in 
the year 1657 ; and that it has since become westerly, 
gradually increasing up to the present time.| 

* It wu 80 low as lOo at Berlin in \717.— Ed. 

t In Janaary, 1831, tbe yariation of tbe needle at London was 9i^ 35 
yn&L—Ed. 

t Tbe variation of tbe magnet is not only difiirrent in diflbrent oonn- 
triea, but in diflbreot plaoea in tlM same ootutry, aitnated a fbw milet 

Vol. II.— R 
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It has preserred nearly the same order at Paris ; 
but there it was reduced to nothing in 1666, nine 
years later than at London ; hence you will observe 
a most unaccountable diversity of declination rela^ 
tively to different places of the earth at the same 
time, and to the same place at different times. 

At present, not only through all Europe, but 
through all Africa, and the greatest part of Asia, the 
declination is westerly, in some places ^ater, in 
others less, than with us. It is greater m certain 
countries of Europe than at our capital : namely, in 
Scotland and in Norway, where the declination con- 
siderably exceeds 30^ ; in Spain, Italy, and Greece, 
on the contrary, it is less, being about 12°* ; on the 
western coasts of Africa it is about 10^, and on the 
eastern 13^. But as you advance eastward into 
Asia it progressively diminishes, till it entirely dis- 
appears in the heart of Siberia, at Jeniseisk ; it dis- 
appears too in China, at Pekin, and at Japan ; but 
beyond these regions, to the eastward, the declinar 
tion becomes easterly, and goes on increasing in 
this direction, along the north part of the Pacific 
Ocean, to the western coasts of America, from 
which it proceeds, gradually diminishing,, till it 
again disappears in Canada, Florida, the Antilles, 
and towards the coasts of Brazil. Beyond these 
countries, towards the east, that is, towards Europe 
and Africa, it again becomes westerly, as I have 
already remarked. 

In order to attain a perfect knowledge of the pres- 
ent state of magnetic declination, it would be neces- 
sary to ascertain for ail places, both at land and sea, 
the present state of magnetic declination, and whether- 

from each otber. It is also subject to an bonrly'cbange or moyemrat at 
the same place on the same day, returning generally to the same point, 
▼«ry nearly, at the same hoar on each successive day. In the year 1890 
agreeably to Professor Fisher, the variation at New-Haven was 4^ 25' 25" 
W. The annual variation is 2' 49" : so that the needle appears to be grad- 
ually advancing towards the true meridian, after which it will proMbly 
acquire an easterly variation.~jim. Ed. 
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its tendency is westward or eastward. This know- 
ledge would be undoubtedly extremely useful, but 
we dare scarcely hope for it. It would require men 
of abiUty in every part of the globe, employed at the 
same time in observing, each on his. own station, the 
magnetic declination, and who should communicate 
their observations with the utmost exactness. But 
the space of some years would elapse before the 
communications of the more remote could be re- 
ceived, thus the knowledge aimed at is imattainable 
till after the expiration of years. Now, though no 
very considerable change takes place in the direc- 
tion of the magnetic needle in two or three years, 
this change, however small, woidd prevent the 
attainment of complete information respecting the 
present state of the various declination of the mag- 
netic needle, from observations made at the same 
time in the different regions^ of the globe. 

The same thing holds with respect to times past ; 
to every year corresponds a certain state of mag- 
netic declination proper to itself, and which distin- 
guishes it from every other period of time, past and 
future. It were, however, sincerely to be wished 
that we had an exactly detailed state of the declina- 
tion for one year oidy; the most important elu- 
cidations of the subject would certainly be derived 
from it. 

The late Mr, Halley, a celebrated English astrono- 
mer, has attempted to do tliis for the year 1700, 
founding his conclusions on a great number of ob- 
servations made at different places, both by land and 
sea ; but, besides that some very considerable dis- 
tricts, where these observations were not made, are 
not taken into his account, most of those which 
he h^ employed were made several years prior to 
1700 ; so that at this era the declination might have 
undergone very considerable alterations. It follows 
that this statement, which we find represented on a 
general chart of the earth, must be considered as exr 
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tremely defective ; and, moreover, what would it now 
avail us to know the state of magnetic dectination 
for the year 1700, having since that time undergone 
a considerable change \ 

Other English geographers have produced, pos- 
terior to that period, a similar chart, intended to 
represent all the declinations such as they were in 
the year 1744. But as it has the same defect with 
that of Mr, Halley, and as they likewise were unable 
to procure observations from several countries on 
the globe, they did not scruple to fill up the vacant 
places by consulting Halley's chart, which certainly 
could not apply to 1744. You will conclude, from 
what I have said, that our knowledge of this im- 
portant branch of physics is extremely imperfect* 

13M October, 1761. 



LETTER LVII. 

Chart of Declinations ; Method of employing ii for th$ 
Discovery of the Longitude, 

It may be proper likewise to explain in what 
manner Halley proceeded to represent the magnetic 
declinations in the chart which he constructed for 
the year 1700, that if you should happen to see it, 
you may comprehend its strucfture. 

First, he marked at every place the declination of 
the magnetic needle, such as it had been there ob- 
served. He distinguished, among all these places, 
those where there was no declination, and found 
that they all fall in a certain line, which he calls the 
line of no declination, as everywhere under that line 

* Very eorract and interesting charts, botli of tbe variation and tiw dip of 
tiM ma; netio needle, have iMeo recently consinicted by Mr. Utauteen at 
Cbristiania in Norway, and publisiied in his vervable worit on the Mag* 
netlsm of the Earth. Mr. HanstteiCt charts will be found in dM WA- 
¥w4h FkibmpMeal Journal, vol. iv. p. dO^.—Ed, 
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there was then none. This line was neither a me- 
ridian nor a parallel, but ran in a very oblique direc- 
tion over North America, and left it near the coasts 
of Carolina; thence it bent its counse across the 
Atlantic Ocean, between Africa and America. Be- 
sides this line, he discovered likewise another in 
which the declination disappeared; it descended 
through the middle of China, and passed from thence 
through the Philippine Isles and New-Holland. It 
is easy to judge, from the track of these two lines, 
that they have a communication near both poles of 
the globe. 

Having fixed these two lines of no declination, 
Mr, HaUey remarked that everywhere between the 
first and last, proceeding from west to east, that is, 
through all Europe, Africa, and almost the whole of 
Asia, the declination was westerly ; and that on the 
other side, between those Unes, that is, over the 
whole Pacific Ocean, it was easterly. Aftei: this, 
he observed all the places in which the declination 
was 5 degrees west, and found he could still con- 
veniently draw a line through all these places, which 
he calls the line offioe degrees west. He found like- 
wise two lines of this description, the one of which 
accompanied, as it were, the first of no declination, 
and the other the last. He went on in the same 
manner with the places where the declination was 
10® ; afterward 16°, 20°, &c. ; and he saw that these 
lines of great decUnation were confined to the polar 
regions ; whereas those of small declination encom- 
passed the whole globe, and passed through the 
equator. 

In fact, the declination scarcely ever exceeds 15° 
on the equator, whether west or east; but on ap- 
ppeaching the poles, it is possible to arrive at ^aces 
where the declination exceeds 58° and 60°. There 
are undoubtedly some where it is still greater, ex- 
ceeding eyen 90°, and where the northern extremity 

R3 
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of the needle will consequently torn about and poidt 
southward.* 

Finally, having drawn similar lines through the 
places where the declination was eastward l(r, 15^, 
20°, and so on, Mr, HaUey filled up the whole chart, 
which represented the entire surface of the earth, 
under each of which lines the declination is univer- 
sally the same, provided the observations' are not 
erroneous. Mr, HaUey has accordingly scrupulously 
abstained from continuing such lines beyond the 
places where observations had actually been made : 
for this reason the greater part of Ms chart is a 
blank. 

Had we such a chart accurate and complete, we 
should see at a glance what declination must have 
predominated at each place at the time for which, 
the chart was constructed ; and though the place in 
question should not be found precisely under one 
of the lines traced on the chart, by comparing it 
with the two lines between which it might be situ- 
ated, we could easily calculate the intermediate 
declination which corresponds to it. If I found my 
present place to be between the lines of 10° and 15° 
of western declination, I should be certain that the 
declination there was more than 10°, and less tlum 
15^ ; and according as I might be nearer the one or 
the other, I could easily find the means which would 
indicate the true declination. 
• From this you will readily comprehend, that if we 
had such a chart thus exact, it would assist us in 
discovering the longitude, at least for the time to 
which it corresponded. In order to explain this 
method, let us suppose that we are possessed of a 
chart constructed for the present year, we would see 
on it, first, the two lines drawn through the places 

* This WM fbund to be tbe ease in the Yoyacee of Captain. Ro$s and 
Caatain Pony. On tbe S.B. point of Byam Martin*s Island, in wast 
ton. lOT' 44A\ and north lat. 79'' 9', the Tariation was 1«9« M' euL 
liaTinf bean 19S^ Off wmt In west Ion. M*" 47', and north lat. 74« 40'.— JUT 
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where there is no declination ; then the two where 
it is 6°, 10°, J5°, 20°, both east and west: let us fur- 
ther suppose that, for the greater exactness, these 
lines were drawn from degree to degree, and that I 
found myself at a certain place on sea, or in an un- 
known country, I would in the first place draw a me- 
ridian line, in order to ascertain how much my com- 
jpass deviated from it, and I should find, for example, 
$hat the dechnation is precisely 10° east ; I should 
rthen take my chart, and look for the two Unes under 
which the declination is 10° east, fully assured that 
H am under the one or the other of these two lines, 
<which must at once greatly relieve my uncertainty, 
finally, I would observe the height of the pole, 
«¥hich being the latitude of my place, nothing more 
^nrould remain but to mark, on the two lines men- 
itioned, the points where the latitude is the same 
"with that which I have just observed, and then all 
my uncertainty is reduced to two points very dis- 
tant from each other ; now the circumstances of my 
Toyage would easily determine which of those two 
places is that where I actually am. 

You will admit that if we had charts such as I 
have described, this method would be the most com- 
modious and accurate of all for ascertaining the 
longitude ; but this is precisely the thing we want ; 
and as we are still very far from having it in our 
power to construct one for the ; time past, which 
would be of no use for the present time, for want of 
a sufficient number of observations, we are still less 
instructed respecting all the changes of declination 
which every place undergoes in the lapse of time. 
The observations liitherto made assure us that cer- 
tain places are subject to very considerable varia- 
tions, and that others scarcely undergo any, in the 
same interval of time ; which strips us of all hope 
of ever being able to profit by this method, however 
excellent it may be in itself. 

i7ih October, 17«1. 
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LETTER LVra. 

Why does the Magnetic Needle affect, in every Place of 
the Earth, a certain Direction, differing in different 
Places; and for what Reason does it change, with 
Time, at the same Place t 

You will undoubtedly have the curiosity to be iu- 
termed why magnetic needles affect, at every {dace 
on the globe, a certain direction ; why this direction 
is not the saone at different places ; and why, at the 
same place, it changes with the course of time. I 
shall answer these important inquiries to the best 
of my ability, though, I fear, not so much to your 
satisfaction as I could wish. 

I remark, first, that magnetic needles have this 
property in common with all magnets, and that it is 
only their form, and their being made to balance and 
revolve freely on a pivot, which renders it more con- 
spicuous. The loadstone, suspended by a thread, 
turns towards a certain quarter, and when put in a 
small vessel to make it swim on water, the vessel 
which supports the loadstone will always affect a 
/certain direction. Every loadstone fitted with two 
opposite points, the one of which is directed to the 
north, and the other to the south, will be subject to 
the same variations as the magnetic needle. 

These points are very remarkable in all load- 
stones, as by them iron is attracted with the greatest 
force. 

They are denominated the poles of a loadstone — ^a 
term bcMTOwed from that of the poles of the earth, 
or of the heavens ; because the one has a tendency 
towards the north, and the other towards the .south 
pole of the earth : but this is to be understood as 
4>nly almost, not exactly, the case; for when th« 
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name was imposed, the declination had not yet been 
observed. That pole of the loadstone which is di- 
rected northward is called its north pole, and that 
which points southward its south pole. 

I have already remarked, that a magnetic needle, 
as well as the loadstone itself, assumes this situation, 
which appears natural to it only when removed 
from the vicinity of another loadstone, or of iron. 
When a magnetic needle is placed near a loadstone, 
its situation is regulated by the poles of that load- 
stone : so that the north pole of the loadstone attracts 
the southern extremity of the needle ; and recipro- 
cally, the south pole of the loadstone the northern 
extremity of the needle. For this reason, in refer- 
ring one loadstone to another, we call those the 
friendly poles which bear different names, and those 
the hostile which have the same name. This prop- 
erty is singularly remarkable on bringing two load- 
stones near each other ; for then we find, that not 
only do the poles of different names mutually attract, 
but that those of the same name shun and repel each 
other. This is still more conspicuous when two 
magnetic needles are brought within the sphere of 
mutual influence. 

In order to be sensible of this, it is of much im- 
portance to consider the situation which a magnetic 
needle assumes in the vicinity of a loadstone. 

The bar AB, Fig, 111, represents a loadstone, 

Fig. 111. 
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whose north pole is B, and the south pole A : yoo 
see various positions of the magnetic needle, under 
the figure ojf ^n arrow, whose extremity marked b is 
the north pole, and a the south. In aU these posi- 
tions, the extremity b of the needle is directed to- 
wards the pole A of the loadstone ; and the extrem- 
ity a to the pole B. The point c indicates the pivot 
on which the needle revolves ; and you have only to 
consider the figure with some attention in order to 
determine what situation the needle will assume, in 
whatever position round the loadstone the pivot c is 
fixed. 

If there were, therefore, an3rwhere a very large 
loadstone AB, the magnetic needles placed round it 
would assume at every place a certain situation, as 
we see actually to be the case round the fflobe. 
Now if the globe itself were that loadstone, we should 
comprehend why the magnetic needles everywhere 
assumed a certain direction. Naturalists, accord- 
ingly, in order to explain this phenomenon, maintain 
that the whole globe has the property of a macnet, 
or that we ought to consider it as a prodigious load- 
stone. iSome of them allege, that there is at the 
centre of the earth a very laree loadstone, which has 
exercised its influence on all the ma^etic needles, 
and even on all the loadstones, which are to be 
found on the surface of the earth; and that it is this 
influence which directs them in every place, con- 
formably to the directions which we observe them 
to assume. 

But there is no occasion to have recourse to a 
loadstone concealed in the bowels of the earth. Its 
surface is so replenished with mines of iron and 
loadstone, that their united force may well supply 
the want of this huge magnet. In fact, all loadstones 
are extracted from mines — an infallible proof that 
these substances are found in great abundance in the 
bowels of the earth, and that the union of all their 
poweTB furnishes the general force which produces 
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aU the magnetical phenomena. We are likewise 
enabled thereby to explain why the magnetic dech- 
'nation changes, with time, at the same place ; for 
it is well known that mines of every kind of metal 
are subject to perpetual change, and pariicularhf 
those of iron,' to which the loadstone is to be re- 
ferred. Sometimes iron is generated, and sometimes 
it is destroyed at one and the same place ; there are 
accordingly at this day mines of iron where there 
were none formerly; and where it was formerly 
found in great abundance there are now hanlly any 
traces of it. This is a sufficient proof that the total 
mass of loadstones contained in the earth is under- 
going very considerable changes, and thereby un 
doubtedly the poles, by which the magnetic declina- 
tion is regulated, likewise change with the lapse of 
time. 

Here, then, we must look for the reason why the 
magnetic declination is subject to changes so con- 
siderable at the same place of the globe. But this 
very reason, founded on the inconstancy of what is 
passing in its bowels, affords no hope of our ever 
being Sb\e to ascertain the magnetic declination be- 
forehand, unless we could find the means of subject- 
ing the changes of the earth to some fixed law. A 
long series of observations, carried on through 
severd ages successively, might possibly throw 
some light on the subject. 

20th October, 1761. 



LETTER LIX. 

Elucidaiions respecting the Cause and Variation of the 
Declination of Magnetic J^eedles, 

Tbobk who allege that the earth contains in its 
womb a prodigious loadst-one, like a stone with a 
kernel in fruit, are trader the necessity of admitting^ 
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in Older to explain the magnetic declination, that tins 
stone is SQcceasivefy shifting Its situation. . It must 
in that case be detached from the earth in all its 
parts ; and as its motion would undoubtedly follow 
ascertain law, we might flatter ourselves with the 
hope of one day discovering it. But whether there 
be such a magnetic stone within the earth, or whether 
the loadstones* scattered up and down through its 
entrails unite their force to produce the magnetical 
phenomena, we may always consider the earth itself 
as a loadstone, in subserviency to which every par- 
ticular loadstone, and all magnetic needles, assume 
their direction. 

Certain naturalists have enclosed a very powerful 
magnet in a globe, and having placed a magnetic 
needle on its surface, observed phenomena similar 
to those which take place on the globe of the earth, 
by placing the magnet within the globe in several 
different positions. Now, considering the earth as a 
loadstone, it will have its magnetic poles, which must 
be carefully distinguished from the natural pole» 
round which it revolves. These poles have nothing^ 
in common between them but the name ; but it i» 
from the position of the magnetic poles relatively 
to the natural that the apparent irregularities in the 
magnetic declination proceed, and particularly of 
the lines traced on the globe, of which I have en- 
deavoured to give you some account. 

Ill order more clearly to elucidate this subject, I 
remark, that if the magnetic poles exactly coincided 
with the natural, there would be no declination alt 
over the earth ; magnetic needles would universally 
point to the north precisely, and their position would 
be exactly that of the meridian line. This would no 
doubt be an unspeakable advantage in navigation, as- 
we should then know with precision the course of 
the vessel and the direction of the wind ; whereas 
at present we must always look for the declination 
of the compass before we are able to detemiiae the; 
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true quarters of the world. But then the compass 
could furnish no assistance towards ascertaining the* 
lon^tude, an object which the declination may soooor 
or later render attainable. 

Hence it may be concluded, that if the magnetio 
poles of the earth differed very greatly from thb 
natural, and .that if they were directly opposite to 
each other — which would be the case if the mag- 
netic axis of the earth, that is, the straight line 
drawn from the one magnetic pole to the other, 
passed through the centre of the earth — ^then mag- 
netic needles would universally point towards these 
magnetic poles, and it would be easy to assign the 
magnetic direction proper to every place ; we should 
only have to draw for every place a circle which 
should at the same time pass through the two mag- 
netic poles, and the angle which this circle would 
make with the meridian of the same place must give 
the magnetic declination. 

In this case, tlie two lines under which there is no 
declination would be the meridians drawn through 
the magnetic poles. But as we have seen that, in 
reality, these two lines without declination are not 
meridians, but take a very unaccountable direction, 
it is evident that no such case actually takes place. 
HaUey clearly saw this difficulty, and therefore 
thought himself obliged to suppose a double load- 
stone in the bowels of the earth, the one fixed, the 
ottier moveable ; of consequence, he was obliged to 
admit four poles of the earth, two of them towards 
the north and two towards the south, at unequal dis- 
tances. But this hypothesis seems to me rather a 
bold conjecture : it by no means follows, that be- 
cause these lines of no declination are not meridians, 
there must be four magnetic poles on the earth ; but 
rather, that there are only two, which are not directly 
opposite to each other ; or, which comes to the same 
thing, that the magnetic axis does not pass through 
the centre of the earth* 

ToL. IL—S 
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It remains, therefoiie, that we consider the casesr 
in which these two magnetic poles are not directly 
opposite, and in which the magnetic asis does not 

gass through the centre of the earth; for if we em- 
race the hypothesis of the magnetic nucleus within 
the earth, why should one of its poles be precisely 
opposite to the other? This nucleus may very 
probably be not exactly in the very centre of the 
earth, but at a considerable distance fironl it. Now, 
if the magnetic poles are not diametrically opposite 
to each other, the lines of no decHnation may actually 
assume a direction similar to that which, from oh- 
servation, we find they do ; it is even possible to 
assign to the two magnetic poles such places on the 
earth, that not only these lines should coincide with 
observation, but liKewise, for every degree of decli- 
nation, whether western or eastern, we may find 
lines precisely similar to those which at first seemed 
so unaccountable. 

In order, then, to know the state of magnetic 
declination, all that is requisite is to fix the two 
magnetic poles ; and then it becomes a problem in 
geometry to determine the direction of all the lines 
which 1 mentioned in my preceding Letter, drawn 
for every place where the declination is the same : 
by such means, too, we should be enabled to rectify 
tnese lines, and to fill up the countries where no 
observations have been made ; and were it possible 
to assign, for every future period, the places of the 
two magnetic poles on the globe, it would undoubt- 
edly prove the most satisfactory solution of the 
problem of the longitude. 

There is no occasion, therefore, for a double load- 
stone within the earth, or for four magnetic poles, in 
order to explain the declination of magnetic needles, 
as Halley supposed ; but for a simple magnet, or two 
magnetic poles, provided its just place is assigned to 
each.* It appears to me, that, from this reflection, 

* Hie phenomena render it absolutely necessary to admit fwa mag' 
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we are much more advanced in our knowledge of 
magnetism. 
Sath October, 1761. 



LETTER LX. 

Inclination or Dip of Magnetic Needles. 

You will please to recollect, that on rubbing a 
needle against the loadstone, it acquires not only the 
property of pointing towards a certain point of the 
horizon, but that its northern extremity sinks, as if 
it had become heavier, which obliges us to diminish 
its weight somewhat, or to increase that of the other 
extremity, in order to restore the equilibriunk I 
have, without putting this in practice, made several 
experiments to ascertain how far the magnetic force 
brought down the northern extremity of the magnet- 
ized needle, and i have found that it sank so as to 
make an angle of 72 degrees with the horizon, and 
that in this situation the needle remained at rest. It 
is proper to remark, that these experiments were 
made at Berlin about six years ago ; mr I shall show 
you afterward, that this direction to a point below 
the horizon is as variable as the magnetic declina- 
tion. 

Hence we see that the magnetic ix)wer produces a 
double ej(fect on needles ; the one directs the needle 

netic poles. The two northern poles, vrhieh we may call B and i, and 
the two southern poles, A and a, were thus situated, according to Ban»- 
itm, in 1828. ^ 

NodhlAt. Wert Loaf. 

B in 00« 34' and 271o 38^ from Gnenwieh. 
A 85 9 14S 11 

A 08 48 133 11 

a ^78 33 223 8 

Tem. 

The pole B moves round the north pole of the globe in 1740. 

' bj which is weaker than B, in 860. 

— — A moves round the south pole of the globe in 4609. 

A dLwhich is weaker than A, in 1904. 

a«e (he minlnurgh PMlosppMeal Journal, yoI. it. p. 117.— JEK. 



3Q8 



OV THE KiLGNKTIC NEEDLC. 




towards a certain quarter of the horizon, the devia- 
tion of which from the meridian line is what we 
call the magnetic declination ; the other impresses on 
it an inclination towards the horizon, sinking the one 
or the other extremity under it up to a certain anffl& 

Let d e, Fig. 112, be the hori- 
zontal line, drawn according to 
the magnetic declination, and 
the needle will assume, at Ber- 
lin, the situation h a, which 
makes with the horizon d e the 
angle d c h, or g c a, which is 
72°, and consequently with the 
vertical f g an angle b c g, or 
c cf, of IS**. This second effect 
of the magnetic force, by which 

Jilfn SW'''.i.''l^^^.® ""^^^^^ a certain inclina- 
tion towards the honzon, is as remarkable as the 
first; and as the first is denominated the magnetic 
t^^^' '^^ second is known by the na^e of 
M« ^.T^T^^** ''''^'P^ ^^ich deserves, as wefl 
ffi !^t AT^'*'''*'''''' ^"^ be everywhere observed with 
iiU possible care, as we find in it a similar variatioiL 
The mchnation at Berhn has been found 72° • at 
B&sle onlv 70°, the northern extremity of the needle 
being8unk,and the opposite, of consequence, raised 

i^ nio^^^- P'' *i^' P^^^^ i° countries which 
are nearer to the northern magnetic pole of the 
earth ; and m proportion as we approach it, the 

Sltn^^^.?'"'^' ^^.! inclination of the magnetic 
needle or the more it approaches the vertical line ; 
«o that If we could reach the magnetic pole itself 

i^! Jfn^n^^^-,'^^"^^.K*^''^ actuallylssume a vertica 
5l"f Ti,'^^ northern extremity pointing perpen- 
dicularly downwards, and its soutLm end Qpwai&s.t 

t o!i\to ISth'SwTMO^.if "'^'^^*° be 690 53' at Berlin-JM. 
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"The farther, on the contrary, you remove from the 
northern magnetic pole of the earth, and approach 
the sonthem, the more the inclination diminishes ; 
it will at length disappesu*, and the needle will assume 
a horizontal position, when equally distant from hoth 
poles ; but in proceeding towards the south pole of 
the earth, the southern extremity of the needle will 
sink more and more under the horizoh, the northern 
extremity rising in proportion, till at the pole itself 
the needle again becomes vertical, with the south- 
jern extremity perpendicularly downwards, and the 
aiorthem upwards. 

It were devoutly to be wished that experiments 
had been as caremlly and as generally made, with^ 
the view of ascertaining the magnetic inclination as 
of determining the declination; but this important 
article of experimental philosophy has hitherto been 
.too much neglected, though certainly neither less 
curious nor less interesting than that of the declina- 
tion. This is not, however, a matter of surprise: 
experiments of this sort are subject to too many 
difficulties ; and almost all the methods hitherto at- 
tempted of observing the magnetic inclination have 
failed. One artist alone, Mr. Diterich, of Bisle, has 
succeeded, having actually constructed a machine 
proper for the purpose, under the direction of the 
•celebrated Mr. Daniel BemouiUi. He sent me two 
'Of the machines, by means of which I have observed, 
at Berlin, this inclination of 73 degrees ; and how- 
'Over curious in other respects the English and 
French maybe in prosecuting such inquiries, they 
have put no great value on Mr, Diterich^s machine, 
though it is the only one adapted for this purpose.* 

* One of the simplest machines for mea^ming the dip of the needle is 
Capt. Seoretby's magnetimeter. A bar of Iron deprived entirely of its 
magnetism, either by heat, or by hammering it in the magnetic equator. 
Is placed in the magnetic meridian, upon an inclined plane. This plane 
Is raised or depressed by a wheel and pinion, till the iron bar exercises 
no aetlon whatever upon a compass-needle piaeed near it. When tldf 
iMppMis, the bar Is la •the magtietie eqtiaior, ami eooasqiiiHitly tht eon^ 

S2 
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This instanoe demonstrates how the progress of 
science may be obstructed by prejudice; hence 
Berlin and B&sle are the only two places on the 
globe where the magnetic inchnation is known. 

Needles prepared for the construction of com- 
passes are by no means proper to indicate the quan- 
tity of magnetic inclination, though they may convey 
a rough idea of its effect, because the northern ex- 
tremity in these latitudes becomes heavier. In order 
to render serviceable needles intended to discover 
the decUnation, we are under the necessity of de- 
stroying the effect of the inclination, by diminishing 
the weight of the northern extremity, or increasing 
that of the southern. To restore the needle to a 
horizontal position, the last of these methods is 
usuallv employed, and a smaU morsel of w^ is 
affixed to the southern extremity of the needle. 
You are abundantly sensible that this remedy applies 
only to these regions of the globe where the incli- 
natory power is so much, and no more ; and that 
were we to travel with such a needle towards the 
northern magnetic pole of the earth, the inclinatory 
power would increase, so that to prevent the effect 
we should be obliged to increase the quantity of 
wax at the southern extremity. But were we travel- 
ling southward, and approaching the opposite pole 
of the earth, where tne inclinatory power on the 
northern extremity of the needle diminishes, the 
quantity of wax affixed to the other extremity must 
then likewise be diminished ; after that it must be 
taken away altogether, being wholly useless when 
we arrive at places where the magnetic inclination 
disappears. On proceeding still forward to the south 
pole, the southern extremity of the needle sinks ; so 

Sement of tbe inclination of the plane on which it recta la the dip or 
clination of tbe needle at the place where the observation is made. 
This angle of inclination was measured by a vertical graduated circle, 
%di\uteato zero when the bar had a horicontal position. — See the Bdin' 
burgk Dransactions, vol. ix., and the Edinburgh PkilosopkicalJcunudf 
9rt. ix. p. 4^ for a fUU acconm^r this inatmmeat.'^-JBfL 
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that to remedy this, a morsel of wax must be affixed 
to the northern extremity of the needle. Such are 
the means employed in long voyages to preserve 
the compass in a horizontal position. 

In order to observe the magnetic inclination, it 
would be necessary to have' instruments made on 
purpose, similar to that invented by the artist of 
B&sle. His instrument is called the inclinatory ; but 
there is little appearance of its coming into general 
use. It is still less to be expected that we should 
«oon have charts constructed with the magnetic in- 
clination, similar to those which represent the dech- 
nation. The same method might easily be followed, 
by drawing lines through all the places where the 
magnetic inclination is the same : so that we should 
have lines of no inclination ; afterward other hues 
where the inclination would be 6°, 10°, 15°, 30°, and 
«o on, whether northward or southward.* 

^Ith October, 1761. 

LETTER LXI. 

Jhie Magnetic Directum ; subtile Matter which 
produces the Magnetic Power. ^ 

In order to form a just idea of the effect of the 
-earth's magnetic power, we must attend at once to 
the declination and inclination of the magnetic 
needle, at every place of the globe. At Berlm, we 
know the declination is 15° west, and the mclination 
of the northern extremity 72°. On considermg 
this double effect, the declination and mclmation, 
we shall have the true magnetic direction for Berlin. 
We draw first, on a horizontal plane, a Ime which 
«haU make with the meridian an angle of 15 west, 
;aiid thence descending towards the vertical Ime, we 

^ See Noteon Letter LVL 
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trace a new line, which shall make with it an angje 
of 73^ ; and this will give us the magnetic direction 
for Berlin : from which vou will comprehend how 
the magnetic direction for every other place is to 
be ascertained, provided the inclination and declina- 
tion are known. 

Every magnet exhibits phenomena altogether 
similar. You have only to place one on a table 
covered with filings of steel, and you will see the 
filings arrange themselves round the loadstone A B, 
nearly as represented in Fig, 1 13, jfVo.. 113. 

in which every particle of the — 

filings may be considered as a 
smafi magnetic needle, indicating 
at every point round the load- 
stone the magnetic direction. 
This experiment leads us to in- 
quire into the cause of all these 
phenomena. *-^5f«misUs^^*^ 

The arrangement assumed by the steel filings 
leaves no room to doubt that it is a subtile and 
invisible matter which runs through the particles of 
the steel, and disposes them in the direction which 
we here observe. It is equally clear that this sub- 
tile matter pervades the loadstone itself, entering at 
one of the poles, and going out at the other, so as 
to form, by its continual motion round the loadstone, 
a vortex which reconducts the subtile matter from 
one pole to the other ; and this motion is, mthout 
doubt, extremely rapid. 

The nature of the loadstone consists, then, in a 
continual vortex, which distinguishes it from all 
other bodies ; and the earth itself, in the quality of 
a loadstone, must be surrounded with a similar vor- 
tex, acting everywhere on magnetic needles, and 
making continual efforts to dispose them according 
to its own direction, which is the same I formerly 
denominated the magnetic direction: this subtile 
matter is continually issuing at one of the ms^gnetic 
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poles of the earth, and after having performed a 
^circuit round to the other pole, it there enters, and 
pervades the globe through and through to the oppo- 
site pole, where it again escapes. 

We are not yet enabled to determine by which of 
the two magnetic poles of the earth it enters or 
issues ; the phenomena depending on this have such 
a perfect resemblance, that they are indistinguishable. 
It is undoubtedly, likewise, this general vortex of 
the globe which supplies the subtile matter of every 
particular loadstone to magnetic iron or steel, and 
which keeps up the particular vortices that surround 
them. 

Previous to a thorough investigation of the natui^ 
of this subtile matter, and its motion, it must be re- 
marked, that its action is confined to loadstone, iron, 
and steel ;* all other bodies are absolutely indifferent 
to it: the relation which it bears to those must 
therefore be by no means the same which it bears to 
others. We are warranted to maintain, from mani- 
fold experiments, that this subtile matter freely per- 
vades all other bodies, and even in all directions. 
for when a loadstone acts upon a needle, the action 
is perfectly the same whether another body inter- 
poses or not, provided the interposing body is not 
iron, and its action is the same on the filings of iron. 
This subtile matter, therefore, must pervade all 
bodies, iron excepted, as freely as it does air, and 
even pure ether; for these experiments succeed 
equally well in a receiver exhausted by the air-*pump. 
This matter is consequently different from ether, 
and even much more subtile. And, on account of 
the general vortex of the earth, it may be affirmed 
that the globe is completely surrounded by it, and 

*ProftMor Haniteen has lately found that every vertieal object, at 
^vfaatever materials it is composed, has a magnetic south pole above, and ^^ 

a magnetic north pole below. This carioas fact he has put beyond a * 

doubt, by measuring the velocity of the oscillations of a magnetic needle iA 

on different sides of the extremities of the vertioai object.— See tho "''^ 
^urghPkUotophiedl Journal, vol. iv. p. 299, ZOO.— Ed. 
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freely penraded, as all other bodies are, excepSiv 
the loadstone and iron; for this reason iron and 
•steel may be denominated magnetic bodies, to dis- 
tinguish them from others. 

But if this magnetic matter passes freely through 
•all non-masnetic bodies, what relation can it have to 
those which are such 1 We have just observed, that 
the magnetic vortex enters at one of the poles of 
every loadstone, and goes out at the other ; whence 
it may be concluded that it freely pervades load- 
stones likewise, which would not distinguish them 
from other bodies. But as the magnetic matter 
passes through the loadstone only from pole to pole, 
this is a circumstance very diiSerent from what takes 
place in others. Here, then, we have the distinctive 
character. Non-magnetic bodies are freely pervaded 
by the magnetic matter in all directions : loadstones 
are pervaded by it in one direction only ; one of the 
poles being adapted to its admission, the other to 
its escape. But iron and steel, when rendered 
magnetic, fuMl this last condition ; when they are 
not, it may be affirmed that they do not grant a 
free transmission to the magnetic matter in any 
direction. 

This may appear strange, as iron has open pores, 
which transmit the ether, though it is not so subtile 
as the magnetic matter. But we must carefully dis- 
tinguish a simple passage, from one in which the 
magnetic matter may pervade the body, with all its 
rapidity, without encountering any obstajcle, 

3lst Octo^ert 1761. 



LETTER LXII. 

NiOure of the Magnetic Matter, and of its rapid Current. 

Magnetic Canals. 

I AM very far from pretending to explain perfectly 
the phenomena of magnetism ; it presents duficultieft 
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wluch I did not find in those of electricity. The 
cause of it undoubtedly is, that electricity consists in 
too great or too small a degree of compression of a 
subtue fluid which occupies the pores of bodies, 
without supposing that subtile fluid, which is the 
ether, to be in actual motion : but magnetism cannot 
be explained unless we suppose a vortex in rapid 
agitation, which penetrates magnetic bodies. 

The matter which constitutes these vortices is 
Ukewise much more subtile than ether, and freely 
pervades the pores of loadstones, which are imper- 
vious even to ether. Now, this magnetic matter is 
diflused through and mixed with the ether, as the 
e^er is with gross air ; or, just as ether occupies 
and fills up the pores of air, it may be affirmed that 
the magnetic matter occupies and fills the pores of 
ether. . 

I conceive, then, that the loadstone and iron have 
pores so small that the ether in a body cannot force 
its way into them, and that the magnetic matter 
alone can penetrate them : and which, on being ad- 
mitted, separates itself from the ether by what may 
be called a kind of filtration, in the pores of the 
loadstone alone, therefore, is the magnetic matter to 
be found in perfect purity: everjrwhere else it is 
blended with ether, as this last is wfth the air. 

You can easily imagine a series of fluids, one 
always more subtile than another, and which are 
perfectly blended together. Nature furnishes in- 
stances of this. Water, we know, contains in its 
Sores particles of air, which are frequently seen 
ischarging themselves in the form of small bubbles : 
air again, it is equally certain, contains in its pores a 
fluidincomparably more subtile — namely, ether — ^and 
which on many occasions is separated from it, as in 
electricity. And now we see a still further progres- 
sion, and that ether contains a matter much more 
0TOle than itself— the magnetic matter— which may 
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Fig. lU. 



perhaps ccmtain, in its turn, others still mors snbCflier 
at least this is not impossible. 

Haying considered the nature of this magnetic 
matter, let us see how the phenomena are produced. I 
consider a loadstone, then ; and say, first, that besides 
a great many pores filled with ether, like all other 
bodies, it contams some still much more narrow, into 
which the magnetic matter alone can find admission. 
Secondly, these pores are disposed in such a manner 
as to have a communication with each other, and 
constitute tubes or canals, through which the mag- 
netic matter passes from the one extremity to the 
other. Finally, this matter can be transmitted througb 
these tubes only in one direction, without the possK 
bility of returning io an c^posite direction. This 
most essential circumstance requires a 
more particular elucidation. 

First, then, I remark, that the veins 
and lymphatic vessels in the bodies of 
animals are tubes of a similar con- 
struction, containing valves, represented 
in Figr. 114, by the strokes m n, which, 
by raising themselves, grant a free pas- 
sage to the blood when it flows from 
A to B, and to prevent its reflux from B 
to A. For if the blood attempted to flow 
from B to A, it would press down the 
moveable extremity of the valve m on the 
side of the vein o, and totally obstnict 
the passage. Valves are thus employed 
in aqueducts, to prevent the reflux of the 
water. 1 da not consider myself, then, 
as supposing any thing contrary to nature, 
when I say that the canals in loadstones, 
which admit the magnetic matter only, 
are of the same construction. 
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ISg. 116, represents this magnetic canal, J%. 115. 
according to my idea of it. I conceive it m 
fmnished inwardly with bristles directed l 
from A towards B, which present no oppo- f\r 
sition to the^inagnetic matter in its passage 
from A to B, for in this oase they opeh of i . 
themselves at n, to let the matter pass at PV^ 
o; but they would immediately obstruct the 
channel were it to attempt a retrograde 
course from B to A. The nature of ma^- k y 
netic canals consists, then, in granting ^•^ 
admission to the magnetic matter only at 
A, to flow towards B, without the possi- 
bility of returning in the opposite direction \y 
from B towards A. 

This construction enables us to ez^in 
how the magnetic matter enters into these l 
tubes, and flies through them with the great- i^tr 
est rapidity, even when the whole ether is 
in a state of perfect rest, which is the most 
surprising ; for how can a motion so rapid be ^ \,/ 
produced? This will appear perfectly clear 
to you, if you will please to recollect that ether is a 
matter extremely elastic ; accordingly, the magnetic 
matter, which is scattered about, will be pressed l^ 
it on every side. Let us suppose the magnetic canal 
A B still quite empty, and that a particle of magnetic 
matter m presents itself at the entrance A ; and this 
particle pressed on every side at the opening of the 
canal, into which the ether cannot force admission, 
it will there be pressed forward with prodigious force, 
and enter into the canal with equal rapidity : another 
particle of magnetic matter will immediately present 
itself, and be driven forward with the same force ; 
and in like manner all the following particles. There 
will thence result a continual flux of magnetic matter, 
which, meeting with no obstruction in this canal, 
will escape from it at B with the same rapidity that 
it enters at A. 

Vol. XL— T 
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My idea then is, that every loadstone contains a 
great multitude of these canals, which I denominate 
magnetic ; and it very naturally follows, that the 
magnetic matter dispersed in the ether must enter 
into them at one extremity, and escape at the other, 
with great impetuosity ; that is, we shall have a per- 
petual current of magnetic matter through the canals 
of the loadstone : and thus I hope I have surmounted 
the greatest difficulties which can occur in the theory 
of magnetism. 

3d November, 1761. 



LETTER LXIII. 

Magnetic Vortex, Action of Magnets upon each other. 

You have now seen in what the distinctive character 
of the loadstone consists ; and that each contains 
several canals, of which I have attempted to give a 
description. 

Fig. 116 represents a loadstone Fig. 116. 
A B, with three magnetic canals 
a by through which the magnetic 
matter will flow with the utmost 
rapidity, entering at the extremi- 
ties marked a, and escaping ut A» 
those marked b: it will escape' 
indeed with the same rapidity; 
but immediately meeting with the 
ether blended with the grosser air, 
great obstructions will oppose the continuation of its 
motion in the same direction ; and not only will the 
motion be retarded, but its direction diverted towards 
the sides c c. The same thing will take place at the 
entrance, towards the extremities a a a; on account 
of the rapidity with which the particles of magnetic 
matter force their way into them, the circulation 
will quickly overtake those which are still towards the 
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sides e'e, and these in their turn will be replaced by 
those which, escaping from the extremities b b bf 
have been already diverted towards c c, so that the 
same magnetic matter which issued from the ex- 
tremities bbb quickly returns towards those marked 
a a a, performing the cir(?uit b c d e a; and this cir- 
culation round the loadstone is what we call the 
magnetic vortex. 

li must not be imagined, however, that it is always 
the same magnetic matter which forms these vor- 
tices : a considerable part of it will escape, no doubt, 
as well towards B as towards the sides, in performing 
the circuit ; but as a compensation, fresh magnetic 
matter will enter by the extremities a a a, sp that the 
matter which constitutes the vortex is succedaneous 
and very variable : a magnetic vortex, surropnding 
the loadstone, will, however, always be kept up, and 
produce the phenomena formerly observed in filings 
of steel scattered round the loadstone. 

You will please further to attend to this circum- 
stance, that the motion of the magnetic matter in 
the vortex is incomparably slower out of the load- 
atone than in the magnetic tubes, where it is sepa- 
rated from the ether, after having been forced into 
them by all the elastic power of this last fluid ; and 
that on escaping it mixes again with the ether, and 
thereby loses great part of its motion, so that its 
velocity in travelling to tlie extremities aaais incom- 
parably less than in the magnetic canals a b, though 
still very great with respect to us. You will easily 
comprehend, then, that the extremities of the mag- 
netic canals, by which the matter enters into the 
loadstone and escapes from it, are what we call its 
poles ; and that the magnetic poles of a loadstone 
are by no means mathematical points, the whole 
space in which the extremities of the magnetic canals 
terminate being one magnetic pole, as in the load- 
stone represented by Fig. 113 (p. 212), where the 
whole surfaces A and B are the two poles. 
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Now, though these poles are distinguished by the 
terms north and south, yet we cannot affirm with cer- 
tainty whether it is by the north or sonth pole that 
the magnetic matter enters into loadstones. You 
will see, in the sequel, that all the phenomena pro- 
duced by the admission and escape nave such a per- 
fect resemblance that it appears impossible to deter- 
mine the question by experiments. It is therefore 
a matter of indifference whether we suppose that 
the magnetic matter enters or escapes by the north 
pole or by the south. 

Be this as it may, I shall mark with the letter A 
the pole by which the magnetic matter enters, and 
with B that by which it escapes, without pretending 
thereby to indicate which is north or south. I jwo- 
ceed to the consideration of these vortices, in order 
to form a judgment how two loadstones act upon 
each other. 

Let us suppose that the two loadstones A B and 
ab, Fig. 117, are presented to Pig, 117. 

each other by the poles of the 
same name A, a, and their 
vortices will be in a state of 
total opposition. The mag- 
netic matter which is at C 
will enter at A and a, and these 
two vortices attempting mutuaHy to destroy each 
other, the matter which proceeds by E to enter at A 
will meet at D that of the other loadstone returning 
by to enter at a : from this must result a coUision 
of the two vortices, in which the one will repel ^he 
other ; and this effect will extend to the loadstones 
themselves, which, thus situated, undergo mutual 
repulsion. The same thing would take place if the 
two loadstones presented to each other the other 
poles B and b : for this reason the poles of the same 
name are denominated hostile, because they actually 
repel each other. 

But if the loadstones present to each other thft 
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poles of a different name, an opposite effect will 
ensue, and you will perceive that they have a mutual 
attraction. 

In Fis. 118, where the Fig, 118. 

two loadstones present to ^ -^ 

each other the poles B and y^ 

«, the magnetic matter j^)> rr- — 51^ 

which issues from the pole ^ 1"=^ 

B, finding immediately free \ J 

admission into the other — ^ — —- ' 

loadstone by its pole «, 

will not be diverted towards the sides in order to 
return and re-enter at A, but will pass directly by C 
into the other loadstone, and escape from it at ^, and 
will perform the circuit by the sides d d, to re-enter, 
not by the pole a, but by the pole A, of the other 
loadstone, completing the circuit by ef. Thus the 
vortices of these two loadstones will unite, as if there 
were but one ; and this vortex, being compressed on 
all sides by the ether, will impel the two loadstones 
tpwards each other, so that they will exhibit a mutual 
attraction. 

This is the reason why the poles of different names 
are denominated/n>nfl?/y, and those of the same name 
hostile, the principal phenomenon in magnetism, in 
as much as the poles of different names attract, and 
those of the same name repel each other. 

7th November, 1761. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Nature of Iron and Steel. Method of communicattng 
to them the Magnetic Force, ; 

Having settled the nature of the loadstone in these 
canals which the magnetic matter can pervade in 
only one direction, because the valves they contain 
prevent its return in the contrary direction, you caa 
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no longer doubt that they are the continuation of 
those pores (see Fig, 115, p. 317), whose fibres 
point in the same direction ; so that several of these 
particles, being joined in continuation, constitute one 
magnetic canal. It is not sufficient, therefore, that 
tiie matter of the loadstone should contain many 
similar particles ; they must likewise be disposed in 
such a manner as to form canals continued from one 
extremity to the other, in order to grant an uninter- 
rupted transmission to the magnetic matter! ' 

Iron and steel, then, apparently contain such par- 
ticles in great abundance ; these are not, however, 
originally disposed in the manner I have been de- 
scribing, but are scattered over the whole mass, and 
this disposition is all they want to become real mag- 
nets. In that case, they still retain all their other 
qualities, and are not distinguishable from other 
masses of iron and steel, except that now they have 
besides the properties of the loadstone ; a knife and 
a needle answer the same purposes, whether they 
have or want the magnetic virtue. The change 
which takes place in the interior, from the arrange- 
ment of th^ particles in the order which magnetism 
requires, is not externally perceptible ; ahd the iron 
or steel which has acquired the magnetic force is 
denominated an artificial magnet^ to distinguish it 
from the natural, which resembles a stone, though 
the magnetic properties are the same in both. Yon 
will have a curiosity, no doubt, to be informed in 
what manner iron and steel may be brought to re- 
ceive the magnetic force, and so become artificial 
magnets. Nothing can be more simple; and the 
vicinity of a loadstone is capable of rendering iron 
somewhaUnagnetic : it is the magnetic vortex which 
produces this effect, even though the iron and load- 
stone should not come into contact. 

However hard iron may appear, the particles which 
contain the magnetic pores formerly represented are 
Tery pliant ia substance, and the smallest forqe is 
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sufficient to change their situation. The mafcnetic 
matter of the vortex, entering into the iron, wiU then 
Easily dispose the first ^magnetic pores which it 
meets following its own directions — ^those at least 
whose situation is not very different ; and having run 
through them, it will act in the same manner on the 
adjacent pores, till it has forced a passage quite 
through the iron, and thereby formed some magnetic 
canals. The figure of the iron contributes greatly 
to facilitate this change ; a lengthened figure, and 
placed in the same direction with the vortex, is most 
adapted to it, as the magnetic matter,' in passiag 
through the whole length, disposes there a great 
many particles in their just situation, in order to 
form longer magnetic canals ; and it is certain, that 
the more there is the means of forming canals, and 
the longer they are without interruption, the more 
rapid will be the motion of the magnetic matter, and 
the, greater the magnetic force. " ,. 

It has likewise been remarked, that when the iron 
placed in a magnetic vortex is violently shaken or 
struck, it acquires a higher degree of magnetism 
from this, because the minute particles are. by such 
concussion agitated and disengaged, so as to yield 
more easily to the action of the magnetic matter 
which penetrates them. 

Placmg accordingly a small Fig, 119. 

barof ironad, i")^. 119,in the * 

vortex of the loadstone A B, 
so that its direction may nearly 
agree with that of the current 
d ef of the magnetic matter, it 
will with ease pass through JM 
the bar, and form in it mag- i|^i 
netic canals, especially if at '^^ssgasaJJ:;^ 
the same time the bar is sha- ^^^l^M^- 

ken or struck to facilitate the 
transmission. It is likewise 
observable, that the magnetic matter which enters 
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at the pole A of the loadstone, and escapes at the 
pole B, will enter the bar at the extremity a, and 
escape at the extremity b, so that the extremity a 
will become the pole of the same name A, and h the 
same with B. Then taking this bar a b out of the 
magnetic vortex, it will be an artificial magnet, 
though very feeble, which will supply its own vor- 
tex, and preserve its magnetic power, as long as its 
magnetic canals shall not be interrupted^- This will 
take place so much the more easily that the pores of 
iron are pliant ; thus the same circumstance which 
■assists the production of magnetism contributes 
likewise to its destruction. A natural magnet is 
not so easily enfeebled, because the pores are much 
closer, and more considerable efforts are requisite to 
derange them. 1 shall go more largely into the de- 
tail afterward. 

I here propose to explain the manner pf most 
naturally rendering iron magnetic ; though the force 
which it thence acquires is very small, it will assist 
us in comprehending this remarkable and almost 
universal phenomenon. It has been observed, that 
tongs and other implements of iron which are 
usually placed in a vertical position, as well as bars 
of iron fixed perpendicularly on steeples, acquire in 
time a very sensible magnetic force. It has likewise 
been perceived that a bar of iron, hammered in a 
.vertical position or heated red-hot, on being plunged 
into cold water in the same position, becomes some- 
what magnetic, without the application of any load- 
stone. 

In order to account for this phenomenon, you have 
only to recollect that the earth itself is a loadstone; 
and conseauently encompassed with a magnetic vor- 
tex, of which the declination and inclination of the 
magnetic needle everywhere show the true direction! 
If then a bar of iron remain long in that position, 
there is no reason to be surprised should it become 
magnetic. We have likewise seen that the inclina- 
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tion of the magnetic needle is at Berlin 72 degrees ; 
and as it is nearly the same all over Europe, this 
inclination differs only 18 degrees from the vertical 
position; the vertical position, accordingly, diifers 
but little from the direction of the magnetic vortex : 
a bar of iron, long kept in that position, will be at 
last penetrated with the magnetic vortex, and must 
consequently ncq^ire a magnetic force. 

In other countries, where the inclination is im- 
perceptible, which is the case near the equator, it is 
not the vertical, but rather the horizontal position, 
which renders bars of iron magnetic ; for their posi- 
tion must correspond to the magnetic inclination, if 
you would have them acquire a magnetic force. I 
speak here only of iron ; steel is too hard for the 
pnrpose, and means more ei&cacious must be em- 
ployed to communicate the magnetic virtue to it.* 

loth November, 1761. 

^ Captain Scoresby has lately ditooveied a method of making artilloial 
Inagnets, solely (torn tbe process of hammering soft steel. He found that 
a bar of soft steel, 0i inches long, ^ of an inch in diameter, and weighing 
39S grains, when hammered in a vertical direction, on a surthee of metal 
not ftrmginoiiB, aoqoired, after seventeen blows, a lifting power of 6^ 
grains, when a similar bar was hammered, with its lower end resting 
on the top«f a small poXer, it lifted a nail of 88 grains weight, after 
twenty-two blows. When .the poker had been previously hammered in 
a Teitical position, a sin^^e blow^ve the bar a lifting power of 20 grains ; 
and in one instance ten blows produced a lifting iwwer of 188 grains. 
When a single blow was struck upon the bar when held with the other 
end np, its magnetism was almost entirely destroyed. 

These eurk>ns results have a most important practical application. 
Captain Scoresby has shown how we may by this process oonvwt the 
blade of a penknife, tbe limb of a pair of scissors, or even a nail, into a 
oompass-needle, which will traverse with great fhcility when suspended 
by a hair or a slender thread. By this means tbe shipwrecked mariner 
nay guide himself in his boat as accurately as if he had been able to nse 
his compass. For ftirther information on this subject see the BdirUnirgh 
TransaetioM^ vol. tx. p. 943 : Philosophical TransaetionSt 1883, p. 941 ; 
and Edinburgh Pkilosaphical Journal^ vol. ix. p. 41.— JSrf. 
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Actkm of Loadstones im Iron. Phcnontena obiervabie 
on placing Pteces of Iron near a Loaditoiie. 

Thodoh the whole earth may be considered as a 
vast loa^tone, and as encompassed with a magnetic 
TOrtex which everywhere directs the magnetic nee- 
dl«,its magnetic power is, however, very feeble.and 
much less than that of a very small loadstone : this 
apptears \eiy strange, considering the enormous 
magnitude of the earth. 

It arisCH undoubtedly from our very remote dis- 
tance from the real magnetic poles of the earth, 
which, from every appearance, are buried at a great 
depth below the surface : now, however powerful a 
loadstone may be, its force is considerable only 
when it is very near; and as it removes, that force 
gradually diminishes, and at length disappears. For 
this reason the magnetic force- acquired In lime by 
masses of iron suitably placed in the earth's vortex 
is very- small, and indeed hardly perceptible, unless 
it is very soft, and of a figure adapted to the produc- 
tion of a vortex, as has been already remarked. 

This effect is much more considerable near a load- 
stone of moderate size: small masses ofiron speedily 
acquire from it a very perceptible magnetic ibrce — 
they are likewise attracted towards the loadstone ; 
whereas this effect is imperceptible in the earth's 
vortex, and consists only in directing magnetic 
needles, without either attracting them or increas- 
ing their weight. 

A mass of iron plunged into the vortex of a load- 
fitnne likpwiitn nrp^cnts very curious phenomena, 
a particular explanation. Not 
first attracted towards the load- 
Tacts other pieces of iron. Let 
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A B, Fi^. 130. be a natural magnot, in the ricinity 
of which, at the pole B, is placed the mass of iron 
C D| and it will be found that this last is capable of 

Fig. 130. 
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supporting a bar of iron E F. Apply again to this, 
at F, an iron ruler G H, in any position whatever, say 
horizontal, supporting it at H, and it will be found 
that the ruler isr not only attracted by the bar F, but 
likewise capable of supporting at H needles as IK, 
and that these needles again act on fihngs of iron 
L, and attract them. 

The magnetic force may thus be propagated to 
very considerable distances, and even made to change 
its direction, by the different position of these pieces 
of iron, though it gradually diminishes. You are 
perfectly sensible, that the more powerful the load- 
stone A B is of itself, and the nearer to it the first 
mass C D, the more considerable likewise is the 
effect. The late Mr. de Maupertuu had a large load- 
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Stone 80 p ow e rfu l that at Uie distance eren of serenfll 
feet, the mass of iron C D x^ontumed to exert a veiy 
considerable force. 

In order to explain these phenomena, yon have 
only to consider that the magnetic matter which 
escapes rapidly at the pole of the loadstone B enters 
into the mass pf iron, and disposes the pores of it 
to form magnetic canals, which it afterwahi freely 
pervades. In like manner, on entering into the bar. 
It will there too form magnetic canali^-and so on. 
And as the magnetic matter, on issuing from one 
body, enters into another, these two bodies must un- 
dergo a mutual attraction, for the same reason, as 
I have before proved, that two loadstones, which 
present their fnendly poles to each other, must, be 
attracted ; and as often as we observe an, attraction 
between two pieces of iron, we may with certainty 
conclude that the magnetic matter which issues 
from the one is entering into the other, from the 
continual motion with which it penetrates these 
bodies. It is thus that, in the preceding disposition 
of the bars of iron, the magnetic matter in its motion 
pervades all of them ; and this is the only reason of 
their mutual attraction. 

The same phenomena still present themselves on 
turning the other pole A of the loadstone, by which 
the magnetic matter enters, towairds the mass of 
iron. The motion in this case becomes retrograde, 
and preserves the same course ; for the magnetic 
matter contained in the mass of iron will then escape 
- from it, to pass rapidly into the loadstone, and in 
making its escape will employ the same efforts to 
arrange the pores in the mass suitably to the current, 
as if it were rapidly entering into the iron. To this 
end, therefore, the iron must be sufficiently soft and 
these pores pliant to obej the efforts of the magnetic 
matter. A difficulty will no doubt here occur to 
you ; it will be asked, How do you account for the 
ehaiige of direction of the magnetic matter on enter- 
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ing into another bar of iron ; and why is that Sec- 
tion Te^lated according to the length of the bars, 
as its course is represented in the figure I This is 
a very important article in the theory of magnetism, 
and it proves how much the figure of the pieces 
of iron contributes to the production of the mlagnetic 
phenomena. 

To elucidate this, it must b^ recollected th^t this 
subtile m^ttter moves with the utmost ease in the 
magnetic pores, where it is separated from the ether ; 
and that it encounters very considerable obstacles 
when it escapes from them, with all its velocity, to 
re-enter into the ether and the air. 

Let us suppose that the magnetic matter, after 
having pervaded the bar C D, Fig. 121, enters into the 
iron niler E F, placed per- 
pendicidarly. It would cer- Fig. \^\. 

tainly, on its first admis- JB .p ^.^ 
sion, preserve the same m 
direction, in order to es- 
cape at m, unless it found 
an easier road in which to 
continue its motion: but 
nieeting at m the great- 
est obstruction, it at first 
changes its direction, 
though in a very small 
deffree, towards F, where 
finding pores adapted to 
the continuation of its motion, it will deviate more 
and more from its first direction, and travel through 
the ruler E F in all its length ; and, as if the magnetic 
matter were loath to leave the iron, it endeavours to 
continue its motion there as long as possible, avail- 
ing itself of the length of the ruler ; but if the ruler 
were very short, it would undoubtedly escape at m. 
But the length of the ruler presenting it a space to 
run through, it follows the direction E F, till it is 
tinder the necessity of escaping at F, where aU the 

Vol. II.— U 
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magnetic canals, formed according to the game 
direction, no longer permit the subtile magnetic 
matter to change its direction and return along the 
ruler ; these canals being not only filled with suc- 
ceeding matter, but, from their very nature, incapa- 
ble of receiving motion in an opposite direction. 
Uth November, 1761. 



LETTER LXyi. 

Arming of Loadstones, 

You have just seen how iron may receive the 
magnetic current of a loadstone,. convey it to con- 
siderable distances, and even change its direction. 
To unite a loadstone, therefore, to pieces of iron, is 
much the same with increasing its size, as the iron 
acquires the same nature with respect to the mag^ 
netic matter ; and it being further possible by such 
means to change the direction of the magnetic cur- 
rent, as the poles are the places where this matter 
enters the loadstone and escapes, we are enabled to 
conduct the poles at pleasure. 

On this principle is founded the arming, or mount- 
ing, of loadstones — a subject well worthy of your 
attention, as loadstones are thus brought to a higher 
degree of strength. 

Loadstones, on being taken from the mine, are 
usually reduced to the figure of a parallelepiped, or 
rectangular parallelogram, with thickness as A A, B B, 
Fig, 122, of which the sur- Fig, 122. 

face A A is the pole by which ' 
the magnetic matter enters, 
and B B that by which it es- 
capes. It is filled, then, the 
whole length A B with canals 
a b, which the magnetic mat- 
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pervades with the utmost rapidity, and without any 
mixture of that fluid. Let us now see in what manner 
such a loadstone is usually armed. 

To each surface, A A r- ioq 

and B B, Fig. 123, the two i^ i^. i^i. ^ 

poles of the loadstone, are <](||ipn7?p=Tr?^^ 
applied plates of iron a a 
imd ^5, terminating below 
in the knobs A' and B' call- 
ed the feet; this is what 
we denominate the ar- 
mour of the loadstone, and 
when this is done, the 
loadstone is said to be 
-armed. In this state, the 
magnetic matter which would have escaped at the 
•surface B B passes into the iron plate b b, where the 
difficulty of flying off into the air, in its own direc- 
tion, obliges it to take a different one, and to flow 
along the plate b h into the foot B', and there it is 
under the necessity of escaping, as it no longer finds 
iron to assist the continuation of its motion. The 
same thing takes place on the other side ; the subtile 
matter will be there conducted through the foot A', 
from which it will pass into the plate a a, changing 
its direction to enter into the loadstone, and to fly 
through its magnetic canals. For the subtile matter 
contained in the plate enters first into the load- 
stone ; it is followed by that which is the foot A', 
replaced in its turn by the external magnetic matter, 
which, being there impelled by the elasticity of the 
ether, penetrates the foot A' and the plate a a with a 
rapidity whose vehemence is capable of arranging 
the poles, and of forming magnetic canals. 

Hence it is evident that the motion must be the 
same on both sides, with this difference, that the 
magnetic matter will enter by the foot A', and es- 
cape by the foot B', so that m these two feet we 
now find the poles of the armed loadstone ; and as 
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the poles formerly diffused over the surfaces A A 
and B B are now collected on the basis of the feet 
A' and B', it is naturally to be supposed that the mag- 
netic force must be considerably greater in these 
new poles. 

In this state, accordingly, the vortex will be more 
easily formed. The matter esca]J)ing from the foot 
B' will, with the utmost facility, return to the^ foot 
A', passing through C ; and ti^ rest of the body of 
the loadstone will not be encompassed by any vor- 
tex, unless perhaps a small quantity of magnetic 
matter should escape from the plate b by from its 
not being able to change the direction so suddenly; 
and unless a small quantity should find admission 
by the plate a a, which in that case might produce 
a feeble vortex, whereby the subtile matter would 
be immediately conducted from the, plate bb to aai 
hov^ver, if the armour be well fitted, this second 
vortex will be almost imperceptible, and conse- 
quently the current between the feet is so much the 
stronger. 

The principal direction for armiujp^ loadstone^ is 
carefully to polish both surfaces of the loadstone 
A A and B B, as well as the plates of iron, so that on 
applying them to the loadstone, they may exactly 
touch it in every point, the subtile matter passing 
easily from the loadstone to the iron, when unol^ 
structed by any intervening matter ; but if there be 
a vacuum, or a body of air, between the loadstone 
and the plates, the magnetic matter wMl lose almost 
all its motion, its current will be interrupted, and 
rendered incapable of forcing its passage through 
the iron, by forming magnetic canals in it. 

The softest and most ductile iron is to be preferred 
for the construction of such armour, because its 
pores are pliant, and easily arrange themselves in 
conformity to the current of the magnetic matter. 
Iron of this description, accordingly, appears well 
adapted to the production of a sudden change in 
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the direction of the current : the magnetic matter, 
4oo, seems to affect a progress in that direction as 
long as possihle, and does not quit it till the continu- 
ance of its motion through that medium is no longer 
ptacticaUe: it prefers making a circuit to a pre- 
mature departure — a thing that does not take place 
in the loaTdstone itself, in which the magnetic canals 
are already formed, nor in steel, whose pores do not 
so easily yield to the efforts of a magnetic current. 
But when these canals are once formed in steel, 
they are not so easily deranged, and much longer 
retain their 4iiagnetic forc^ ; whereas soft iron, 
whatever force it may have exerted during its junc- 
tion with a loadstone, loses it. almost entirely on 
being disjoined. 

Experience must be consulted as to the other cir- 
cumstances of arming loadstones. Respecting the 
plates, it has been found that a thickness either too 
great or too small is injurious ; but for the most part, 
the best adapted plates are very thin, which would 
appear strange, did we not know that the magnetic 
matter is much more subtile than ether, and that 
-consequently th^ thinnest plate is sufficient to re- 
-ceive a very great quantity of it. 

nth November, 1761. 
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LETTER LXVII. 

AcHan and Force of armed Loadstones. 

At (he feet of its annour, then, a loadstone exerts 
its greatest force, because there its pples are col- 
lected ; and each foot is capable of supporting aweigfat 
of iron, greater or less in proportion, to the excel- 
lence of the loadstone. 

Thus a loadstone A A, B B, 
Fig, 124, armed with plates of 
iron a a and b b, terminating in 
the feet A' and B', will support 
by the foot A' not only the 
iron ruler C D, but this last , _, 
will support another of small- AW^ 
er size £ F* this again another 
still smaller G H, which will 
in its turn support a needle 
I K, which, finally, wiU at- Ijgl 
tract filings of iron L; be- 
cause the magnetic matter 
runs through all these pieces 
to enter at the pole A' ; or if it 
were the other pole by which 
the magnetic matter issues 
from the loadstone, it would 
in like manner run through 
the pieces C D, E F, G H, I K. 
Now, as often as the matter 
is transmitted from one piece 
to another, an attraction be- 
tween the two -pieces is ob- 
senrable ; or rather they are impelled towards each 
other by the surrounding ether, because the current 
of the magnetic matter between them diminishes the 
pressure of that fluid. 
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When one of the poles of the loadstone is thus 
loaded, it& vortex undergoes a very remarkable 
change of direction ; for as, without this weight, the 
magnetic matter which issues from the pole B', di- 
recting around its course, would flow towards the 
other pole A' ; and as now the entrance into this 
pole is sufficiently supplied by the pieces" which it 
supports, the matter issuing from the pole B' must 
take quite a different road, which will at length con- 
duct it to the last piece IK. A portion of it will un- 
doubtedly be likewise conveyed towards the last but 
one G H, and towards those which precede it ; as 
those which follow, being smaller, do not supply in 
«ufficjient abundance those which go before : but the 
Tortex will always be extended to the last piece. By 
these means, if the pieces are well proportioned to 
each other in length and thickness, the loadstone is 
'Capable of supporting much more than if it were 
loaded with a single piece, in which the figure like- 
wise enters principaUy into consideration. But in 
order to make it sustain the greatest possible weight, 
we must contrive to unite the force of both poles. 

For this purpose, there is aj^lied to the two poles 
A and B, Fi^. 127, a " 
piece of- soft iron C D, 
touching the base of the 
feet in a]l points, jmd 
whose fij^re is such, 
that the magnetic mat- 
ter which issues from 
B shall find it in the 
most commodious pas- 
sage to re-enter at the 
other extremitjr A. — 
Such a piece of'^iron is 
called tne supporter of 
the loadstone; and as 
the magnetic matter en- 
ters into it on issuing 
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from the loadstone at B, and enters into the other 

Eole A^ on issuing from the supporter, the iron will 
e attracted at both poles at once, and consequently 
adhere to them with great force. In order to know 
how much power the loadstone exerts, there is affixed 
to the supporter, at the middle E, a weight P, which 
is increased till the loadstone is no longer capable of 
sustaining it ; and then that weight is said to coun- 
terbalance the magnetic power of the loadstone : this 
is what you are to understand when told that such 
a loadstone carries ten pounds weight, such another 
thirty, and so on. Mahomet's coffin, they pretend, 
is supported by the force of a loadstone — a thing by 
no means impossible, as artificial magnets have 
already been constructed which carry more than 100 
pounds weight. 

A loadstone armed with its supporter loses nothing 
of the magnetic matter, which performs its complete 
vortex within the loadstone and the iron, so that 
none of it escapes into the air. Since then mag- 
netism exerts its power only in so far as the matter 
escapes from one body to enter int6 another, a load- 
stone whose vortex is shut up should nowhere exert 
the magnetic power ; nevertheless, when it is touched 
on the plate at a with the point of a needle, a very 
powerful attraction is perceptible, because the mag- 
netic matter, being obliged suddenly to change its 
direction, in order to enter into the canals of the 
loadstone, finds a more commodious passage by 
running through the needle, which will consequently 
be attracted to the plate a a. But by that very thing 
the vortex will be' deranged inwardly*, it will not 
flow so copiously into the feet ; and if you were to 
apply several needles to the plate, or iron rulers stiU 
more powerful, the current towards the feet would 
be entirely diverted, and the force which attracts the 
supporter would altogether disappear, so that it 
would drop off without effort. Hence it is evident 
that the feet lose their magnetic power in proportion 
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as the loadstone exercises its force in other places ; 
and thus we are enabled to account for a variety of 
very surprising phenomena, which without the the- 
ory, would be absolutely ineiqplicable. 
. This is the proper pls^ce for introducing the experi- 
ment which demonstrates, that after having applied 
its supportei' to an armed loadstone, you may go on 
from day to day increasing the weight which it is 
able to sustain, till it at length shall exceed the 
double of what it carried at first. It is necessary to 
show, therefore, how the magnetic force may in 
time foe increased in the feet of the armour. The 
case above described, of the derangement of the 
vortex, assuifes us, that at the moment when the 
supporter is applied, the current, of the magnetic 
matter is still abundantly irregular, that a consider- 
able part of it is still e0caping by the plate h h, and 
that it will require time to form magnetic canals in 
the iron : it is likewise probable that^ when the cur- 
rent shall have become more free, new canals may 
be formed in the loadstone itself, considering that it 
contains, besides these fixed canals, moveable poles, 
as iron does. But on violently separating the sup- 
porter from the loadstone, the current being dis- 
iurbed, and these new canals in a great measure 
destroyed, the force is suddenly rendered as small 
as at the beginning f and some time must intervene 
before these canSs, with the vortex, can recover 
their preceding state. I once constructed an arti- 
fici^ magnet, which at first could support only ten 
pounds weight; and after some time I was sur- 
prised to find that it could support more than thirty. 
It is remarked, chiefly in artificial magnets, that time 
alone strengthens them considerably ; but that this 
increase of force lasts only till the supporter is separ 
rated from it. 
QUt November, 1761. 



^238 METHOD OF COMHT7NICATINO 



LETTER LXVIII. 

The Method of communicating to Steel the Magnetic 
Force, and of magnetizing Needles for the Compass: 
the Simple Touch, its Defects ; Means of remedying 
these. 

Having eacplained the nature of magnets in general, 
an article as curious as interesting still remains; 
namdy, the manner of communicating to iron, but 
especially to steel, the magnetic power, and even 
the highest degree possible of that power. 

You have seen that, by placing iron in the vortex 
of a loadstone, it acquires a magnetic force, but which 
almost totally disappears as soon as it is removed 
out of the vortex ; and that the vortex of the earth 
alone is capable, in time, of impressing a slight mag- 
netic power upon iron ; now, steel being hanler than 
iron, and almost entirely insensible to this action of 
the magnetic vortex, more powerful operations must 
be employed to magnetize it ; but then it retains the 
magnetic force much longer. 

For this purpose we must have recourse to touch- 
ing, and even to friction. I begin, therefore, with 
explaining the method formerly employed for mag- 
netizing the needles of compasses ; the whole opera^ 
tion consisted in rubbing them at the pole with a 
good loadstone, whether naked or armed. 

The needle ab c, Fig. 125, 
was laid on a table ; the pole 
B of the loadstone was drawn 
Over it, from b towards a, andj 
being arrived at the extremity 
a, the loadstone was raised aloft, and brought back 
through the air to b; this operation was repeated 
several times together, particular care being taken 
that the other pole of the loadstone should not come 
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near the needle, as this would have disturbed the 
whole process. Having several times drawn the 
pole B of the loadstone over the needle, from b to a, 
the needle had become magnetic, and the extremity 
b of the same name with that of the loadstone with 
which it had been rubbed. In order to render the 
extremity b the north pole, it would have been 
necessary to rub with the pole of this name in 
the loadstone, proceeding from bio a; but in rub- 
bing with the south pole, the progress must be from 
a to b. 

This method of rubbing, or touching, is denomi- 
nated. /A« simple touch, because the operation is per- 
formed by touching with one pole only ; but it is 
extremely defective, and communicates but very little 
power to the needle, let the loadstone be ever so 
excellent ; accordingly, it does not succeed when the 
steel is carried to the highest degree of hardness, 
though this be the state best adapted to the retention 
of magnetism. You will yourself readily discern the 
defects of this method by the simple touch. 

Let us suppose that B is the pole of the loadstone 
from which the magnetic matter issues, as the effect 
of the two poles is so similar tlxat it is impossible to 
perceive the slightest difference ; having rested the 
pole on the extremity b of the needle, the magnetic 
matter enters into it with all the rapidity with which 
it moves in the loadstone, incomparably greater than 
that of the vortex which is in the external air. But 
what will become of this matter in the needle I It 
cannot get out at the extremity b, it will therefore 
make an effort to force its way through the needle 
towards a, and the pole B, moving in the same direc- 
tion, will assist this effort ; but as soon as the pole 
B shaU arrive at a, the difficulty of escaping at the 
extremity a will occasion a contrary effort, by which 
the magnetic matter will be impelled from a towards 
b ; Hnd before the first effect is entirely destroyed 
thia jiast cannot take place. Afterward, when the 
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pole B is again brought back to the extremity b, this 
last effect is again destroyed, but without producing, 
however, a current in the contrary direction from b 
towards a ; and consequently, when the pole B shaU 
have got beyond c in its progress towards a, it will 
more easily produce a current from aiob, especially 
if you press more hard on the half c a : hence it is 
clear, that the needle can have acqilired only a small 
degree of the magnetic power. 

Some, accordingly, rub only the half c a {Fig. 125, 
p. 338), proceeding from c to a, and others touch 
only the extremity a of the needle with the pble B 
of the loadstone, and with nearly Uie same success. 
But it is evident that the magnetic matter which 
enters by the extremity a only is incapable of acting 
with sufficient vigour on the pores of the needle, for 
arranging them conformably to the laws of mag^- 
netism ; and that the force impressed by this method 
must be extremely small, if any thing, when the steel 
is very much hardened. 

It appears to me, then, that these defects of the 
simple touch might be remedied in the following 
manner; of the success of which I entertain no 
doubt, though I have not yet tried it ; but am con- 
firmed in my opinion by experiments which I have 
made. 

I would case the extremity b of the needle. Fig, 
126, in a ruler of soft iron E F ; ^^ j^e 

and I should think it proper to n 

make that ruler very tmn, and as ^fr ^ U» ,£ 
straight as possible ; but4he ex- ^-^^^^^ 
tremity must be exactly applied in all points, and 
even fitted to a groove perfectly adjusted for its re- 
ception. On resting the pole B of the loadstone upon 
the extremijy b of the needle, the magnetic matter 
which enters into it, meeting scarcely any difficulty 
in its progress through the iron ruler, will at once 
pursue its course in the direction b d ; and in pro- 
portion as the pole advances towuds a, the mag- 
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netic matter, in ordet to continue this course, has 
only to arrange the pores on which it immediately 
acts ; and having reached a, aU these pores, or at 
least by far the greater number of them, wfll be 
already disposed conformably to that direction. 
When you afterward recommence the fHction at 
the extremity h, nothing is destroyed ; but you con- 
tinue to perfect the current of the magnetic matter, 
following the same direction b d, by likewise arran- 
ging the pores which resisted the first operation ; and 
tiius the magnetic canals in the needle will always 
become more perfect. A few strokes of the pole B 
will be sufficient for the purpose, provided the load- 
stone is not too lyeak ; and I have no doubt that the 
best tempered steel, that is, rendered as hard as pos- 
sible, would yield to this method of operating ; an 
unspeakable advantage in the construction of com- 
passes, as it has been found that ordinary needles 
jfreijuently lose, by a slight accident, all their mag- 
netic power ; by which ships at sea would be ex- 
posed to the greatest dangers, if they had not others 
m reserve. But. when needles are made of weft 
tempered steel, accidents of this kind are not so 
much to be apprehended ; for if a greater force is 
requisite to render them magnetic, in return th&y 
preserve the power more tenaciously. 
24th November J 1761. 



LETTER LXIX. 

On the Dovble Touch. Means of preserving the Mag- 
netic matter in Magnetized Bars. 

Instead of this method of magnetizing iron or 
steel by.^A^ simple touchy by rubbing with one pole 
only of the loadstone, we now employ the double 
touchy in which we rub with both poles at onc6» 
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Which is easily done by meais of an armed load- 
stone; 

Let E F, Fig: 130, be a • 
bar of iron or steel, which 



Fig. 130. 




you wish to render mag- 
netic. Having fixed it 
steadily on a table, you 
press upon it the two feet 
A and B of an armed load- 
stone. In this state, you will easily see that the 
magnetic matter which issues from the loadstone by 
the foot B must penetrate into the bar, and would 
difiuse itself in all directions, did not the foot A, on 
its side, attract the magnetic matter contained in the 
pores of the bar. Tius evacuation therefore at d 
will determine the matter which enters by the pole 
B to take its course from p towards d, provided the 
poles A and B are not too remote from each other. 
Then the magnetic current will force its way in the 
bar, in order to pass from the pole B to the pole A, 
disposing its pores to form magnetic canals ; and it 
is very easy to discover whether this is taking place ; 
you have only to observe if the loadstone is power- 
fully attracted to the bar, which never fails if the 
bar is of soft iron, as the magnetic matter easily 
penetrates it. But if the bar is of steel, the attraction 
IS frequently very small — a proof that the magnetic 
matter is incapable of opemng for itself a passage 
from ctod; hence it is to be concluded that the 



loadstone is too feeble, or that the 
distance between its two poles is 
too great : in this case it would be 
necessary to employ a loadstone 
more powerful, or whose feet are 
nearer ; or finally, the armour of 
the loadstone ought to be changed 
into the form reoresented in Fig. 
129. 



Fig. 129. 
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But the following is a method of remedying 'this 
inconvenience. 

Having fixed the bar as in c d, Fig. 130 (p. 242), 
the loadstone must be several times drawn back- 
ward and forward over it, from one ej^tremity to the 
other, without taking it off till you perceive that 
the attraction no longer increases ; for \t is undoubt- 
edly certain that attraction is increased in propor- 
tion to the increase of the magnetic force. The bar 
E F will be magnetized by this operation in such a 
manner that the extremity E, towards which the 
pole A was turned, will be the friendly pole of A, 
and consequently of the same name with the other 
pole B. Again, on removing the loadstone, as mag- 
netic canals are formed the whole length of the bar, 
the magnetic matter diffused through the air will 
force a passage through these canals, and will make 
the bar a real magnet. It will enter by the extremity 
a, and escape by the extremity J, from whence a 
part, at least, will return to /i, and will form a vor- 
tex such as the nature of the bar permits. 

I take this occasion to remark, that the formation 
of a vortex is absolutely necessary to the increase 
of magnetism : for if all the magnetic matter which 
goes but at the extremity b were to fly off, and be 
entirely dispersed, without returning to a, the air 
would not .supply a sufficient quantity to the other 
extremity a, which must occasion a diminution of 
the magnetic force. But if a considerable part of 
that which escapes at the extremity b returns to a, 
the air is abundantly able to supply the remainder, 
and perhaps still more, if the magnetic canals of the 
bar are capable of receiving it ; the bar will there- 
fore in that case acquire a much greater magnetic 
force. 

This consideration leads me to explain how it is 
possible to keep up the magnetic matter in magnet- 
ized bars. The object being to prevent the magnetic 
matter which pervades them from dispersing in the 



244 



MEANS OF PBBSEETINO 




aiTi these bars are always disposed in pairs of ex- 
actly the same size. They are placed on a table, in 
a parallel situation, so that the friendly poles, or 
those of different names, should be turned to the 
same side as inFt|-. 131, j^ ^31 

where MM and NN rep- ^' 

resent the two bars, 
whose friendly poles a, 
bf 6i a, are turned the 
same way. To prevent 
mistake, a mark x is 
made on each bar, at the 
extremity where the 
north pole is, and to 
both ends is appUed a 
piece of soft iron E E 
and F F, for receiving the magnetic corrent. In 
this manner, the whole magnetic matter which per- 
vades the bar M M, and which issues at the extremity 
hi passes into the piece of iron E E, where it easily 
maJies its way, to enter at the extremity a of the 
other bar N N, from which it will escape at the ex- 
tremity b, into the other piece of iron F F, which 
reconveys it into the first bar M M by the extremity 
a. Thus the magnetic matter will continue to 
circulate, and no part of it escape; and even in 
case there should not be at first a sufficient quantity 
to supply the vortex, the air will supply the deficiency, 
and the vortex will preserve all its force in the two 
bars. 

This disposition of the two bars may likewise be 
employed for magnetizing both of them at once. 
The two poles of a loadstone must be drawn over 
the two bars, passing from the one to the other by 
the pieces of iron ; and the circuit must be several 
times performed,, carefully observing that the two 
poles of the loadstone A and B be turned as the 
figure directs. 

This method of magnetizing two bars at once 
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must be much more efficacious than the preceding, 
as from the very first circuit performed by the load- 
stone, the magnetic matter will begin to flow 
through the two bars by means of the two pieces of 
iron. A fterward, by repeated circuitous applications 
of the loadstone to the bars, a greater quantity of 
pores will be arranged in them conformably to mag- 
netism, and more magnetic canals will be opened, by 
which the vortex will be more and more strengthened, 
without undergoing any diminution. If the bars are 
thick, it would be proper to turn and rub them in the 
same manner on the other surfaces, in order that the 
magnetic action may penetrate them thoroughly. 

Having obtained these magnetic bars M M, N N, 
Fig. 132, they may be em- 
ployed in place of the natu- 
ral loadstone, for magnet- 
izing others. They are 
joined together at the top, 
so that the two friendly poles 
ab may touch each other; 
and the other two poles * 
below, h and a, are sepa- hllvi „,.„ — 

rated as far as it is thought ^ '- 5^ 

proper. Then we rub with the two under extremi- 
ties, which supply the place of the two poles of a 
loadstone, two other bafs E F, in the manner which 
I have above explained. 

As these two bars are joined in the form of com- 
passes, we have the advantage of opening the lower 
extremities as much or as little as we please, which 
cannot be done with a loadstone ; and the magnetic 
current will easily pass at top, where the bars touch 
each other, from the one to the other. A small 
piece of soft iron P might likewise be applied there, 
the better to keep up the current ; and in this man- 
ner you may easily and speedily magnetize as many 
double bars as you please. 

^^th November, ll%l. 

X2 
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LETTER LXX. 

The Method of communicattng to Bars of Steel a 
very great magnetic Force, by means of other Bars, 
which have it tn a very inferior degree. 

Though this method of magnetizing by the double 
touch be preferable to the preceding, the magnetic 
power, however, cannot be carried beyond a certain 
degree. Whether we employ a natural loadstone 
or two magnetic bars for rubbing other bars, these 
last will never acquire so much force as the first ; it 
being impossible that the effect should be greater 
than the cause. 

If the bars with which we rub have little force, 
those which are rubbed will have still less : the rea- 
son is evident ; for as bars destitute of magnetic 
force never could produce it in others, so a moderate 
degree of force is incapable of producing one 
greater than itself, at least by the method which 
I have been describing. 

But this rule is not to be taken in the strict inter- 
pretation of the words, as if it were Uterally impos- 
sible to produce a greater magnetic force by the 
assistance of a smaller. I am going to point out a 
method by which the magnetic power may be in- 
creased almost as far as you please, beginning with 
the smallest degree possible. This is a late discov- 
ery, which merits so much the more attention that 
it throws much light on a very difficult subject-^ 
the nature of magnetism. 

Supposing that I am possessed of a very feeble 
loadstone, or, for want of a natural magnet, of bars 
of iron rendered somewhat magnetic merely by the 
vortex of the^ earth, as I explained it in a preccidiog 
Letter, I then provide myself with eight bars of 9teel, 
very small, and not hardened, in order the more 
easily to receive the small degree of magnetic power 
which the feeble loadstone, or slightly magnetized 
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ban, are capable of communicating, by rubbing each 
pair or couple in the manner I formerly described. 
Havinff then eight bars magnetic, but in a very 
amall degree, I take two pair, which I join together 
in the manner represented in Fig, 133. 

By uniting the two bars by the r.- ,,, 
poles of the same name, I form but J^^g-J:^^' 
one of double the thickness, and 
with which I form the compass A C 
and B D ; the better to keep up the 
magnetic current, a piece of soft 
iron P may be applied at the top C D. 
The legs of the compass may be 
separated as far as is judged proper, 
and I rub with them, on<5 after the 
other, the remaining bars, which will 
thereby acquire more power than they had before, 
because the powers of the first are now united. I 
have now only to join these two pair newly rubbed 
in the same manner, and by rubbing with them, one 
after the other, the two pair first employed, and the 
power of these will be considerably increased. I 
afterward join these two pair together, and go on 
rubbing others, in order to augment their magnetic 
force, and still twd pair with two pair alternately ; and 
by repeating this operation, the magnetic power may 
be carried to such a degree as. to become insuscep- 
tible of further increase, even by continuing the ope- 
ration. When we have more uan four pair of such 
bars, instead of two pair, three maybe joined together 
for the purpose of rubbing others ; they will thereby 
be sooner carried to the highest degree possible. 

The greatest obstacles are therefore surmounted ; 
ai^d by means of such bars, joined together by two 
or more pairs, we may rub others of steel properly 
hardened, and which may be either of the same size, 
or still greater than the first, to which the greatest 
power of which they are susceptible may be thus 
communicated. 

Beginning with small bars such as I have de 
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tscribed, these operations may be successively applied 
to bars of an enormous size, and made of the hard- 
est steel, which is less liable to lose the magnetic 
power. Only it is to be observed, that for the pur- 
pose of rubbmg large bars, several pairs ought to be 
joined together, whose united weight should be at 
least double that of the large one. But it would 
always be better to proceed by degrees, and to rub 
each species of bars with bars not much smaller 
than themselves, or it may be sufficient to join at 
most two pair : for when we are obliged to join more 
than two pair, the extremities with which the fric- 
tion is performed will extend too far, and the mag- 
netic matter which parses that way ^vill itself prevent 
its being directed conformably to the direction of 
the bar that is rubbed ; and the rather that it enters 
the bar perpendicularly, whereas it necessarily 
should take a horizontal direction. 

In order to facilitate this change of direction, it is 
proper that the magnetic matter should be led to it 
in a small space, and in a direction already approach- 
ing tp that which it ought to take within the bar 
which we are going to rub. The following method, 
I think, might be effectual for this purpose. 

Fig. 134 represents 
live pair of bars M M, 
N N, joined togetlier, 
but not in the form of a 
compass. There is at 
top a bar of soft iron 
C D, to keep up the vor- 
tex; below, I do not 
rub immediately with 
the extremities of the 
bars, but I case these 
extremities on each 
side in a foot of soft 
iron, fastening them to 
it with screws marked 
O. Each foot is bent 
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at A and B, so that the direction of the magnetic 
matter, which freely pervades these feet, already has 
a considerable approximation to the horizontal ; so 
that in the bar to be rubbed £ F it has no need 
greatly to change its direction. I have no doubt, 
that by means of these feet the bar E F will receive 
a much greater magnetic power than if we rubbed 
immediately by the extremities of the bars, the depth 
of whose vertical direction naturally opposes the 
formation of horizontal magnetic canals in the bar 
£ F. It is likewise possible, in practising this 
metiiod, to contract or ext^d the distance of the 
feet A and B at pleasure. 

I must further observe, that when these bars lose 
in time their magnetic power, it is easily restored 
by the same operation. 

1st December, 1761. 



LETTER LXXI. 

Construction of Artificial Mc^nets in the Form of a 

HorsC'S&e, 

Whoevsr wishes to make experiments on the 
properties of the loadstone ought to be provided 
with a great number of magnetic bars, from a very 
small up to a very large size. Each may be con- 
sidered as a particular magnet, having its two poles, 
the one north and the other south. 

You must have considered it as extremely remark- 
able, that by the interposition of the magnetic power, 
the feeblest which can be supplied by a wretched 
natural loadstone, or by a pair of tongs in the chim- 
ney comer, which have acquired by length of time a 
small portion of magnetism, we should be enabled to 
increase tiiat power to such a degree as to commu- 
nicate to the largest bars of steel the highest degree 
of magnetic force of which they are susceptible. It 
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would be needless to add, tliat by this method we 
are enabled to construct the best magnetic needles, 
not only much larger than the common, but made 
of a steel hardened to the highest degree, which 
renders them more durable. I have only a few words 
to add on the construction of artificial magnets, 
which have usually the form of a horse-shoe, as you 
must no doubt have seen. 

These artificial magnets answer the same purposes 
on every occasion as the natural ones, with this ad- 
vantage in their favour, that we can have them much 
more powerful, by giving them a suflicient magnitude. 
They are made of well tempered steel, and the figure 
of a horse-shoe seems the most proper for keeping 
up the vortex. When the mechanic has finished 
his work, we communicate to it the greatest degree 
of magnetic power of which it is susceptible, by means 
of the magnetic bars, of which I have given a de- 
scription. It is evident, that the greater this magnet 
is, the larger must be the bars Sve employ : and this 
is the reason, why we should be provided with bars 
of all sizes. 

In order to magnetize a horse-shoe HIG, J'l^. 135, 
which ought to be of steel well tem- 
pered, we place on the table a pair 
of magnetic bars A C and B D, with 
their supporters of soft iron applied 
on both sides, but of which the 
figure represents only one E F, the 
other having been removed to make 
way gradually for the application of 
the feet of the horse-shoe, as you 
see. In this state, the magnetic 
matter which pen'^ades the bars will 
make strong efforts to pass through 
the horse-shoe, the poles of the bars 
being adapted magnetically to those ^ 
of the horse-shoe ; but considering 
the hardness of tempered steel, it will not be suffi- 




ARTIFICIAL MAGNETS. 251 

ci^nt to arrange the pores, and open for itself a pas- 
sage. The same means, therefore, must be em- 
ployed to this effect which were prescribed for the 
iiMignetizing of bars. We take a compass formed 
of another pair of magnetic bars, and rub them in 
the samre manner over the horse-shoe; magnetic 
canals will thereby be opened, and the subtile mat- 
ter of the bars, by pervading it, will form the vortex 
of that fluid. Particular care must be taken, in this 
operation, that the legs of the compass, in passing 
over the horse-shoe, do not touch the extremities 
A and B of the bars ; for this would disturb the cur- 
rent of the magnetic matter, which would pass im- 
mediately from the bars into the legs of the compass ; 
or the vortices of the bars and of the compass would 
mutually derange each other. 

The horse-shoe will thereby acquire very great 
power, being pervaded by an impetuous magnetic 
current. All that remains to be done is to detach 
the bars without deranging the current. If they 
are separated violently, the magnetic vortex will be 
destroyed, and the artificial magnet will retain very 
little power. 

The' canals being kept up no longer than the mag- 
netic matter pervades them, it must be concluded 
that the particles which form these canals are in a 
forced state, and that this state subsists only while 
the voftex acts ; and that as soon as it ceases, these 
particles, by their elasticity, will deviate from their 
forced situation, and the magnetic canals will be 
interrupted and destroyed. This we clearly see in 
the case of soft iron, whose pores are quickly ar- 
ranged on the approach of a magnetic vortex, but 
retain scarcely any magnetic power when removed 
out of thp' vortex. This proves that the pores of 
iron are moveable, but endowed with an elasticity 
which changes their situation as soon as force ceases. 
It requires length of time to fix certain pores in the 
position impressed on them by the magnetic force. 
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Which tsdces place chiefly in bars of iron long e^qiosed 
to the v6rtex of the earth. The pores of steel are 
mnch less flexible, and better support the state into 
which they have been forced : they are however liaMle 
to some derangement, as soon as force ceases to act 
on them; but this derangement is less in propor- 
tion to the hardness of the steel. For this reason 
artificial magnets ought to be made of the hardest 
steel : were they to be made of iron, they would 
immediately acquire, on being applied to magnetic 
bars, a very great degree of power ; but the momeot 
you detach them, all that power would disappear. 
Great precaution must therefore be employed in 
separatmg from the bars magnets composed of well 
tempered steel. For this purpose, before the sepa- 
ration, you press the supporter, which is of veiy soft 
iron, in the direction of the line M N, Fig. 136, tak- 
ing particular care not to touch the jjVjr. 136. 
bars with it, for this would mar the j^ 

whole process, and oblige you to re- (T^ 

peat the operation. On the applica- Q)| (p 
tion of the supporter,, a consicferay e MV^ ^JT 
portion of the magnetic matter which 
is circulating in the magnet G p I will 
make its way through the supporter, 
and form a separate vortex, vmich will continue after 
the magnet is detached from the bars. 

Afterward, you press the supporter slowly forward 
over the leffs of the magnet to the extremities^ as 
represented in the figure, and in this state perniit it 
to rest for some time, that the vortex may be allowed 
to settle. The supporter is likewise furnished with 
a weight P, which may be increased every day; it 
being always understood that the supporter is to be 
so perfectly adjusted to the feet of the magnet as to 
touch them in all points.* 

5th December, 1761. 

* The laws of magnetism have been ably inreatigated daring (he last 
ten years, and many highly interesting diets hare been added to«ur pi- 
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LETTER' LXXIt 

On Dioptrics ; Instruments which that Science sttmilies : 
of Telescopes and Microscopes. Different Figures 
given to Glasses or Lenses, 

Thb wonders of dioptrics will now, I think, fur- 
nish a subject worthy of your attention. This science 
(irovides us with two kinds of instruments composed 
of glass, which serve to extend our sphere of vision, 
by discovering objects which would escape the naked 
eye. 

There are two cases in which the eye needs assist- 

tious knowledge 6f tliis department of phy«fcB. It haa been eonelit* 
•iT«ly abown that the magnetic fltiid to, if not identical with the electric. 
■o intimately aaaociated with it as to appear to be the aarae thing modifled 
•nW by aome pectiliaritiea of motion or mode of excitement. The im- 
portant dtocovery waa made by P/ofeaaor (EAted, of Copenhagen, that 
whena carrent of Voltaic electricity is pausing along the surface of a bar 
of copper, tin, lead, iron, or other metal, the bar possesses magnetic prop- 
orttes, and will cause an immediate deviation of a magnetic needle sus- 
pended near it: that it has Its north and south poles, the situation of 
which dependa on the direction of the electric current; that these pole« 
are immediately changed by changing the direction of the current ; that 
rite bar of metal, which, thus condvcUng the electric fluid, will attracr iron 
llUoga, and in short convert iron or steel into magnets, in the same man- 
ner as a natural loadstone or artificial m^net. So eflbctttal is this mode 
of prodacing artiiTcfal magnets that Professor Henry, of Albany, relates 
•n experiment performed by himself and Dr. Ten Eyclc. in which a bar of 
Iron bent in the fbrm of a horae-shoe, and weighing 594 Iba. avoirdui)ois, 
being surrounded with a coil of copper wire T8o feet tong, and the ends of 
the wire connected with galvanic batterios containing 4 7-9ths square feet 
of surfece, the iron became instantly so powerftUly magnetized by the 
revolmion of the electric current around It as to sustain a weight at- 
lacbed to its armature or litler of 2000 lbB/--( Vide AnuTicmi Journal <f 
&ttfn6«, vol. XX. p. aOL) 

The discoTory pf (Ersted and the numerous and successful investiga- 
tkHis of the natare of the connexion between dectticify and magnetism 
have laid the foundation of a new branch of physics, called electro-tKogh 
Helimt. A spark, similar to the electric spark, has been obtained from an 
iron magnet alone, unconnected with an electric or galvanic battery.— 
(AjiMricaw/oumaio/SciCTice, vol. xxii. p. 410.) 

Of Um identity of the two agents there can therefore be no longer a 
doobt. The theory of onr aitthor of coarse 1» tttttenable.— Aiii. Ed, 

Vol. II.— y 
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ance : the first is, when objects are too distant to 
admit of our seeing them distinctly ; such are the 
heavenlybodieS) respecting which the most important 
discoveries have been made by means of dioptrical 
instruments. You will please to recollect what I 
have said concerning the satellites of Jupiter, which 
assist us in the discovery of the longitude ; they are 
visible only with the aid of good telescopes; and 
those of Saturn require telescopes of a still better 
construction. 

There are, besides, on the surface of the earth 
objects very distant, which it is impossible for us to 
see, and to examine in detail, without the assistance 
of telescopes, which represent them to us in the 
same manner as if they were near. These dioptri- 
cal glasses or instruments for viewing distant bodies 
are denominated telescopes. 

The other case in wluch the eye needs assistance 
is when the object, though sufficiently near, is too 
small to admit of a distinct examination of its parts. 
If we wished, for example, to discover afl th6 parts 
of the leg of a fly, or of any insect still smaller,— if 
we were disposed to examine the minuter particles 
of the human body, such as the sn^allest fibres of the 
muscles, or of the nerves, it would be impossible to 
succeed without the help of certain instruments 
called microscopes, which represent small objects in 
the same manner as if they were a hundred or a 
thousand times greater. 

Here, then, aije two kinds of instruments, tele- 
scopes and microscopes^ furnished by dioiptrics for 
assisting the weakness of our sight. A few ages 
only have elapsed since these instruments were in- 
vented ; and from the era of that invention must be 
dated the most important discoveries in astronomy 
by means of the telescope, and in physics by the' 
microscope. 

These wonderful effects are produced merely by 
the figure given to bits of glass, and the happy com- 
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Innation of two or more glasses, which we denomi- 
Rate lenses. Dioptrics is the science that unfolds 
the principles on which such instruments are cooh 
structed, and the uses to which they are ap^died; 
and you will please to recollect that it turns chiefly 
on the direction which rays of light take on passing 
through transparent media of a different quahty ; on 
passing, for example, from air into glass or water, 
and reciprocally, from glass or water into air. 

As long as the rays are propagated through the 
same medium, as for example air, they preserve the 
same direction, in the straight -p- .^q 

Knes L A, L B, L C, L D, Fig, 128, ^*^' *^^- 
drawn from the luminous point L, 
whence these rays issue; and 
when they anjrwhere meet an 
eye they enter into it, and there 
paint an image of the object from 
which they proceeded. In this 
ease the vision is denominated L^ 
simple, or natural ; and represents to us the objects 
as tney really are. The science which explains to 
tts the principles of this vision is termed optics. 

But when the rays, before they enter into the eye, 
are reelected on a finely polished surface, such as a 
mirror, the vision is no longer natural ; as in this 
case we see the objects differently, and in a different 
place, from what they really are. The science which 
explains the phenomena presented to us by this 
Tision from reflected rays is termed catoptrics. It, 
too, supplies us with instruments calculated to extend 
the sphere of our vision; and you are acquainted 
with such sorts of instruments, which, by means of 
one or two mirrors, render us the same services as 
those constructed with lenses. These are what we 
properly denominate telescopes ; but ia order to dis- 
tinguish tiiem from the common perspectives, which 
are composed only of glasses, it would be bettei^ to 
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call them catoplric or inflecting tolescopeB. Tiuo 
mode of expression would at least be more accurate ; 
for the word Measme was in use before t^ dis- 
covery of reflectii^ instruments, and then meant 
the same thing with perspective. 

I propose at present to confine myself entirely to 
dioplrittal instruments, of which we have .two sorts, 
telescopes and microscopes. In the constructioo 
Of both we employ glasses formed after diiferent 
ma&uera, the various sorts of which I am going to 
ex:plaiB. They are principally three, according to 
the figure given to the surface of the glass. 

The first is the phne^ when the surface of a glara 
is plane on both sides, as that of a common mirror 
If you were to take, for example, a piece of lookiog<* 
glass, and to separate from it the quicksilver whi^ 
adheres to its farther surface, you woi^d have aglasA 
both of whose surfaces are pianef imd of the same 
thickness throughout. 

The second is the c&nvex; a glass of this d«iomi« 
nation is more raised in the middle than towards the 

The third is the comaott such a glass is hollow 
towards the middle, and rises towards the edge. 

Of these three different figures which may be given 
to the surface of a glass, are produced the six speiaea 
of glasses represented in J%. 133. 

Fig. 133. 
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I. The flane glass has both its surfaces plane. 

II. The fiUuuheonvea glajis has one surface pUOM 
and the oth^ convex. 
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HI. The pUxmhcxmcaxie has One surface plane and 
the other concave. 

IV. The canvexe^onvex, or d&t^ donvex^ has both 
surfaces convex. 

V. The convexa^oncave, or meniscus, has one sur- 
face convex and the other concave. 

VI. Finally, the concavo-concave, Or double eonatve^ 
has both surfaces concave. 

It is proper to remark, that the figure represent^ 
tlie section t>f these glasses or lenses. 
Sih December, 1761. 
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Difference of Lenses with respect to the Curve of their 
Surfaces, Distribution of Lenses into three Classes, 

From what I have said respecting the convex and 
concave surfaces of lenses, you will easily compre- 
hend that their form may be varied without end, 
according as the convexity and concavity are greater , 
or less. There is only one species of plane surfaces, 
because a surface can be plane in one manner only; 
but a convex surface may be considered as making 
part of a sphere, and according as the radius or 
diameter of that sphere is greater or less, the con- 
vexity will differ; and as we represent lenses on 
paper by segments of a circle, according as these 
circles are greater or less, the form of lenses must 
be infinite, with respect both to the convexity and 
concavity of their surfaces. 

As to the manner of forming and polishing glasses, 
all possible care is taken to render their figure ex- 
actly circular or spherical ;- for this purpose we em- 
ploy basins of metal formed by the turning machine, 
Km a n^ericsd surface, both inwardly and outwardly. 
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Let A E B D F C, Fiff. 137, be the 

form of such a basin, which shall have Fig, 137- 
two surfaces, A E Q and C F D, eadi 
of which may have its separate ra- 
dios ; when a piece of ghiss is robbed 
on the concave side of the basin A E B, it will beecMne 
convex ; but if it is rubbed on the convex side C F D, 
it will become concave. Sand, or coarse emer^, is 
fit first used in rubbing the glass on the basin, till it 
has acquired the proper form ; and after that a fine 
species of emeiy, or pumice-stone, to give it the last 
polish. 

In order to know the real figure of the surfaces 
of a lenS) you have only to measure the radius of the 
surface of the basin on which that lens was formed ; 
for the true measure of the convexity and concavity 
of surfaces, is the radius of the circle or sphere 
which corresponds to them, and of which they maike 
a part. 

Thus, when it is said that the radios of the con- 
vex surface A E B, Fig. 138, is three inches, the 

Fig, 138. 



tneaning is, that A E B is an arch of a circle described 
with a radius of three inches, the other surface A B 
being plane. 

That I may convey a stiU clearer idea of the dif* 
ference of convexities, when their radii are greater 
or less, I shall here present you with several figures 
of different convexity, Fig. 139. 

Fig. 139. 

TwoInchM. 
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Vrom this you see, that the smaller the radios is 
lihe ipreater is the curve of the surface, or the greater 
its difference from the plane ; on the contrary, the 
greater the radius is, the more the surface approaches 
to a plane, or the arch of the circle to a straight 
liiie* If the radius were made still greater, the curve 
would at length become hardly perceptible. You 
scarcely perceive it in the arch M N, J^^. 138, the 
radijis of whicl^ is six inches, or half a foot ; and if 
the radius were still extended to ten or a hundred 
times the magnitude, the curve would become alto- 
gether imperceptible to the eye. 

But this is by no means the case as to dioptrics ; 
and I shall afterward demonstrate, that though the 
radius were a hundred or a thousand feet, and the 
curve of the lens absolutely imperceptible, the effect 
would nevertheless be abundantly apparent. The 
radius must indeed be inconceivably great to pro- 
duce a surface perfectly plane : from which you may 
conclude, that a plane surface might be considered 
as a convex surface whose radius is infinitely great, 
or as a concave of a radius infinitely great. Here it 
is that convexity and concavity are confounded, so 
that the plane surface is the medium which separates 
convexity from concavity. But the smaller the 
radii are, the greater and more perceptible do tiie 
convexities and concavities become ; and hence we 
say, reciprocally, that a convexity or concavity is 
greater in proportion as its radius, which is the 
measure of it, is smaller. 

However great in other respects maybe the variety 
we meet with in lenses or glasses, according as their 
surfaces are plane, convex, or concave, and this in 
an infinity of different manners ; nevertheless, with 
respect to the effect resulting from them in dioptrics^ 
they may be reduced to the three following classes :— 

The first comprehends glasses which are every- 
where of an equal thickness ; whether their two suT' 
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faces be plane and parallel to each otiier, FHg. 140, 
or the one. convex and the other concave, but con- 

Fiff. 140. 



J 



centric, or described round the same centre. Fig. 
141, so that the thickness shall remain eveiywhere 
the same. It is to be remarked respecting glasses 

Fig, 141. 




of this class, that they produce no change in the 
appearance of the objects which we view through 
them; the objects appear exactly the same as if- 
nothing interposed; accordingly, they are of no 
manner of use in dioptrics. This is not because the 
rays which enter into tHese glasses undergo no re- 
fraction, but because the refraction at the entrance 
is perfectly straightened on going off, so that the 
rays, after having passed through the glass, resume 
the same direction which they had pursued before 
they reached it. Glasses, therefore, of the other 
two classes, on account of the effect which they 
produce, constitute the principal object of dioptrics. 
The second class of lenses contains those which 
are thicker at the middle than at the edge, Fig. 142. 

Fig. 143. 




Their effect is the same, as long as the excess of 
the thickness of the middle over that of the edge has 
the same relation to the magnitude of the lens. All 
lenses of this class are commonly denominated cm^ 
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Having made these remarks, let us now consider 
a convex lens A B, Fig. 145, whose axis is p^^ ^^^ 
the straight line E F P; and let us sup- * -^ 
pose that there is in this line, at a great 
distance from the lens, an object or lu- 
minous point 0, which diffuses rays in 
all directions : some of these will pass 
through our lens A B, such as M, E, 
and O N ; of which that in the middle, O E, 
will undergo no refraction, but will con- 
tinue its direction through the lens in the 
same produced straight line F I P. The 
other two rays, M and O N, in passing 
through the lens towards the edge, will 
be refracted both at entering and depart- 
ing, so that they will somewhere meet 
the axis, as at I, and afterward continue 
their progress in the direction I Q and I R. 
It might likewise be demonstrated that 
all the rays which fall between M and N 
will be refracted, so as to meet with the 
axis in the same point I. Therefore, the 
rays which, had no lens interposed, would 
have pursued their rectilineal direction 

M and N, will, after the refraction, 
pursue other directions, as if they had taken their 
departure from the point I: and if there were an 
eye somewhere at P, it would be affected just as if 
the luminous point were actually at I, though there 
be no reality in this. You have only to suppose for 
a moment, that there is at I a real object, which 
diffusing its rays, would be equally seen by an eye 
placed at P, as it now sees the object at by means 
of the rays refracted by the lens, because there is at 

1 an image of the object 0, and the lens A B there 
represents the object 0, or transports it nearly to I. 
The point is therefore no longer the object of 
vision, but rather its image, represented at I ; for 
this is now its immediate object. 



Mi D18TANCK Of THX 

this lens, then, produces a very consideirabkr 
change : an object very remote O is suddenly trans^ 
port^ to I, from which the eye must undonbtedljr 
receive a very different impression from what it 
would do if, withdrawing the lens, it were to view 
the object immediately. Let O be considered as 
a star, the point being supposed extremely distant, 
the lens- will represent at I the image of that star, 
but an image which it is impossible to touch, and 
which has no reality, as nothing exists at I, unlesa 
it be that the rays proceeding from the point are 
collected there by the refraction of the lens. Nei- 
ther is it to be imagined that the star would appear 
to us in the same manner as if it really existed at I. 
How could a body many thousands of times bigger 
than the earth exist at a point U Our senses would 
be veiy differently struck by it. We- must carefully 
remark, then, that an image only is represented at I, 
like that of a star represented in the bottom of the 
eye, or that which we see in a mirror, the effect of 
which has nothing to surprise us. 

16M December, 1761. 
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Tke same Subject: Distance of the Focus of Conoesi 

Lenses, 

I MEAN to employ this Lettet in explaining the effect 
produced by convex lenses, that is, such as are 
thicker at tne middle than at the edge. The whole 
consists in determining the change which rays un- 
dergo in their progress, on passing through such a 
class. In order to place this subject in its clearest 
fight, two cases must be carefully distinguished ; the 
one when the object is very distant from the lens, 
and the other when it is at no great distance. I 
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tegbi with considering the first case, that is, when 
the object is extremely remote from the lens. 

In Fig. 146, M N is the convex lens, 
«nd the straight line A B I S its axis, 
passing perpendicularly through the 
middle. I remark, by-the-way, that 
this property of the axis of every 
lens, that of passing perpendicularly 
through its middle, conveys the justest 
idea of it that we are cai^le of form- 
ing. Let us now conceive that on 
this axis there is somewhere at O an 
object O P, which I here represent as 
a straight Une, whatever figure it may 
really have; and as every point of 
this object emits its rays in all direc- 
tions, we confine our attention to 
those which fall on the lens. 

My remarks shall be at present fur- 
ther limited to the rays issuing from 
the point 0, situated in the very axis 
of the lens. The figure represents 
three of these rays, A, M, and O N, 
the first of which, O A passing through 
the middle of the lens, undergoes no 
change of direction, but process, after having passed 
through the lens, in the same straight line B I S, that 
is, in the axis of the lens ; but the other two rays, 
O M and N, undergo a refraction both on entering 
into the glass and leaving it, \sy which they are 
turned aside from their first direction, so as to meet 
somewhere at I with the axis, from which they will 
proceed in their new direction, in the straight lines 
M I Q and N I R ; so that afterward, when they shall 
meet an eye, they will produce in it the same effect 
as if the point existed at I, as they preserve the 
same direction. For this reason, the convex lens is 
said to transport the object O to I ; but in order lo 
distinguish this point I from the real point 0> the 

Vol. U.— Z 
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former is called the image of the latter, which in it« 
turn is denominated the object. 

This point I is very remarkable, and when the ob- 
ject IS extremely distant, the image of it is like- 
wise denominated the focus of the lens, of which I 
shall explain the reason. If the sun be the object at 
O, the ra3r8 which fall on the lens are all collected at 
I ; and being endowed with the quality of heating, it 
is natural that the concourse of so many rays at I 
should produce a degree of heat capable of setting 
on fire any combustible matter that may be placed 
there. Now, the place where so much heat is col- 
lected we call the foctu ; the reason of this denomi^ 
nation with respect to convex lenses is evident. 
Hence, too, a convex lens is denominated a huning- 
gkus, the effects of which you are undoubtedly well 
acquainted with. I only remark, that this property 
of collecting the rays of the sun in a certain point, 
called their focus, is common to all convex lenses : 
they likewise collect the rays of the moon, of th« 
stars, and of all very distant bodies ; though their 
force is too small to produce any heat, we neverthe- 
less employ the same term, focus : the focus of a 
glass, accordingly, is nothing else but the spot where 
the image of very distant objects is represented ; to 
which this condition must still be added, that the 
object ought to be situated in the very axis of the 
lens ; for if it be out of the axis, its image will like- 
wise be represented out of the axis. 1 shall have 
occasion to speak of this afterward. 

It may be proper still further to subjoin the fol- 
lowing remarks respecting the focus : — 

1. As the point O, or the object, is infinitely dis- 
tant, the rays M , A, and N may be considered 
as parallel to each other ; and, for the same reason, 
parallel to the axis of the lens. 

2. The focus I, therefore, is the point behind 
the glass where the rays parallel to the axis which 
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Itil on the lens are collected by the refraction of the 
lisns. 

3. The focus of a lens, and the spot where the 
image of an object, infinitely distant, and situated 
in the axis of the lens, is represented, are the same 
thing. 

4. The distance of the point I behind the lens, that 
is, the length of the line B I, is called the distance of 
the focus of the lens. Some authors call it the focai 
4istance, or focal length. 

6. Every convex lens has its particular distai^e 
of focus-H)ne greater, another less— which is easily 
ascertained by exposing the lens to the sun, and oh- 
eerving where the rays meet. 

6. Lenses formed by arches of small circles, have 
their focuses very near behind them; but those 
'whose surfaces are arches of great circles have more 
distant focuses. 

7. It is of importance to know the focal distance 
of every convex lens employed in dioptrics ; and it 
is sufficient to know the focus in oraer to form a 
judgment of all the effects to be expected from it, 
whether in the construction of telescopes or micro- 
iSpopes. 

'8. If we employ lenses equally convex on both 
aides, so that each surface shall correspond to the 
same circle, then the radius of that circle gives 
nearly the focal distance of that lens ; thus, to make 
a burning-glass which shall bum at the distance of 
a foot, you have only to form the two surfaces 
arches of a circle whose radius is one foot. 

9. But when the lens is plano-convex, its focal 
distance is nearly equal to the diameter of the circle 
which corresponds to the convex surface. 

Acquaintance with these terms will facilitate the 
knowledge of what I have further to advance on this 
0iibiect. 

mh December, 1761. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

Distance of the Image of Objects. 

Hayiho remarked that an object iniSiiitely distant 
is represented by a conrex lens in the very focus, 
provided the object be in the axis of the loui, I pro- 
ceed to nearer objects, but always situated in the 
axis of the ghiss ; and I obsenre, first, that the nearer 
the object approaches to the lens the farther the 
image retires. 

Let us accordingly suppose that F, 
Fig. 147, is the focus of the lens M M, 
BO that when an object is infinitely dis- 
tant before the ^lass, or at the top of 
the fiffure, the image shaJH be repre- 
sented at F ; on brinsing the object 
nearer to the glass, and placing it suc- 
cessirely at P, Q, R, the image will be 
represented at the points >>, a, r, more 
distant from the lens than tne focus : 
in other words, if A P is the distance 
of the olject, B/i wiU be the distance 
of the image ; and if A Q is the dis- 
tance of the object, B q wUl be that of 
the imag:e ; and the distance B r of the 
image will correspond to the distance 
A R of the object 

There is a rule by which it is easy 
4o calculate the distance of the image 
behidid the lens for every distance of 
the object before it, but I will not tire 
jovL with a dry exposition of this rule ; 
It will be sufficient to remark, in gene- 
ral, that the more the distance of the object be* 
fore the glass is diminished, the more is the distance 
4>f the image behind it increased. I shall to this 
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stibjoin the instance of a convex lens whose focal 
distance is six inches, or of a lens so formed that 
if the distance of the object is infinitely great, the 
distance of the image behind the lens shall be pre- 
cisely six inches ; now, on bringing the object nearer 
to the lens, the image will retire, according to the 
g^radations marked in the following table : « 



Distance of the Object. 


Distance of the Image. 


Infinity. 


6 


42 


^. 7 


24 


8 


Id 


9 


15 


10 


12 


12 


10 


15 


9 


18 


8 


24 


7 


42 


6 


Infinity. 



Thus, the object being 42 inches distant from the 
lens, the ima^ will fall at the distance of 7 inches,, 
that is, one inch beyond the focus. If the object is 
at the distance of 24 inches, the image will be re- 
moved to the distance of 8 inches from the lens, 
diat is, two inches beyond the focus ; and so of the 
rest. 

Though these numbers are applicable only to a 
lens whose focal distance is 6 inches, some general 
consequences may, however, be deduced from them. 

1. If the distance of the object is infinitely great, 
the image falls exactly in the focus. 

2. If the distance of the object is double the dis- 
tance of the focus, the distance of the image will 
likewise be double the distance of the focus ; in other 
words, the object and the image will be equally dis- 
tant from the lens. In the example above exhibited^ 

^2 
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the distance of the olject heiog 19 incfae*, th&tof 
the imsffe is likewise 12 inches. 

S. Wben the object is bronght so near the lens 
that the distance is precisely equal to that of tiie 
focus, sa^ 6 inches, as in the preceding exam^le» 
then the image retires to an infinite distance bemnd 
the lens. 

4. It is likewise obsenrable in general, that the 
distance of the object and that of the image recip- 
rocally correspond ; or if you put the object in the 
place of the image, it will fall in the pkice of the 
object. 

5. If, therefore, the lens M M, Fig, 148, J^. 148. 
collects at I the rays which issue from ^ 
the point 0, the same lens will likewise 
collect at O rays issuing from the 
point I. 

6. It is the consequence of a great 
principle in dioptrics, in virtue of which 
it may be maintained that whatever are 
the refractions which rays have under- 
^ne in passing through several refract- 
ing media, they may always return in the 
same direction. 

This truth is of much importance in the know- 
ledge of lenses : thus, when I know, for example* 
that a lens has represented, at the distance of 8 
inches, the ima^ of an object 24 inches distant, I 
may confidently infer, that if the object were 8 inches 
distant, the same lens vovld represent its image at 
the distance of 24 inches. 

It is fiirther essential to remark, that when the 
distance of the object is equal to that of the focus, 
the image will suddenly retire to an infinite distance ; 
which perfectlv harmonizes with the relation existing 
between the object and the image. 

You will no doubt be curious to know in whai 
place the imaffe will be represented when the object 
is brought «tiU nearer to t& lens, so that its distance 
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H^aSi become less than that of the focus* This ques- 
tion is the more embarrassing, that the answer most 
be, the distance of the image will in this case be 
greater than infinity, since the nearer the object ap- 
proaches the lens the farther does the image retire. 
Mt the image being already infinitely distant, how 
is it possiUe that distance should be increased ? The 
j[uestion might undoubtedly puzzle philosophers, but 
is of easy solution to the mathematician. The image 
will pass from an infinite distance to the other siae 
of the lens, and consequently will be on the same 
side with the object. However strange this answer 
may appear, it is confirmed, not only by reasoning, 
but by experience, so that it is impossible to doubt 
4)f its solidity ; to increase beyond infinity is the same 
tthing with passing to the other side : tms is unques- 
jtionably a real paradox. 
22d December, 1761. 



LETTER LXXVII. 
Magnitude of Images. 

You can no longer doubt that every convex lens 
must represent somewhere the image of an object 
presented to it ; and that in every case the ]^ace 
of the image varies as much according to the dis- 
tance of the object as according to the R>cal distance 
of the lens : but a very important article remains 
yet to be explained— I mean the magnitude of the 
image. 

When such a lens reinresents to us the image of 
the sun, of the moon, or of a star, at the distance of 
a foot, you are abundantly sensible that th^se images, 
must be incomparably smaller than the objects them- 
eelves. A star being much greater than the wfacde 
.earth, how is itpossmle that an image of such mig- 
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nitade should be represented to as at the distance of 
a foot t But the star appearing to us only as a point, 
the image represented by the lens likewise resembles 
a point, and consequently is infinitely smaller than 
the object itself. 

There are, then, in every representation made by 
lenses, two things to be considered ; the one respects 
the place where the image is represented, and the 
other the real magnitude of the image, which may 
be very different m>m that of the object. The first 
being sufficiently elucidated, I proceed to furnish 
you with a very simple rule, by which you will be 
enabled |n every case to determine what must be 
the magnitude of the image represented by the 
lens. 

Let O P, Fig. 149, be any object 
whatever situated on the axis of the 
convex lens M N ; we must first look 
for the place of the image, which is 
at 1, so that the point I shall be the 
representation of the extremity O of 
the object, as the rays issuing from 
the point O are there collected by 
the refraction of the lens. Let us 
now see in what place will be repre- 
sented the other extremity P of the 
object; for this purpose let us con- 
sider the rays P M, P A, P N, which, 
issuing from the point P, fall on the 
lens. I observe that the ray P A, 
which passes through the middle of 
the lens, does not change its direc- 
tion, but continues its progress in the 
straight line A K S ; it will be there- 
fore somewhere in this line, at K, 
that the other rays P M and P N 
will meet : in other words, the point 
K will be the image of the other extremity P of the 
object, the point I being that of the extremi^ O: 
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-hence it is easy to conclude that I K will be the 
> image of the object P represented by the lens. 

In order, then, to determine the magnitude of this 

image, having found the place I, you have only to 

draw from the extremity P of the object, througn A, 

the middle of the lens, the straight line P A K S, and 

rto raise from I the line I K perpendicular to the axis, 

4md this line I K will be the image in question ; it is 

evident from this that the image is reversed, so that 

if the line O R were horizontd, and the object O P 

a man, the image would have the head K undermost, 

and the feet I uppermost. 

On this I subjoin the following remarks : 

1. The nearer the image is to the lens, the smaller 
it is ; and the more remote it is, the greater its mag^ 
nitude. Thus, O P, Fig. 150, being jyg-. 160. 
the object placed on the axis before 
the lens M N, if the image fell at Q, 
it would be smaller than if it fell at 
R, S, or T. For, as the straight line 
P A t, drawn from the summit of the 
4>bject P, through the middle of the 
lens, always terminates the image, 
at whatever distance it may be, it is 
evident that among the lines Q ^, R r, 
S 9yT t, the first Q q is the smallest, 
and that the others increase in pro- 
portion as they remove from the 
lens. 

9. There is one case in which the 
image is precisely equal to the object : 
it is when the distance of the image is 
eoual to that of the object ; and this 
takes place, as I have already re- 
marked, when the distance of the 
object A is double that of the focus 
of the lens ; the image will then be T r, so that the 
distance B / is equal to A Q. 'Vou have only then 
lo consider the two triangles O A P and T.A< 
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wbich having the opposite angles at tiie point 4^ as 
well as the sides A and A T, equal each to each, 
as likewise the angles at O and T, which are both 
right angles ; these two triangles will be every way 
equal, and consequently the side T t, which is the 
image, will be equal to the side O P, which is the 
object. 

3. If the image were twice farther from the lens 
than the object, it would be double the object ; and 
in general, as many times as the image is farther 
from the lens than the object, so many times will 
it be greater than the object. For the nearer 
you bring the object to the glass, the farther the 
image retires, and consequently the greater it be* 
comes. 

4. The contrary takes place when the image is 
nearer the lens than the object ; it is then as many 
times smaller than the object as it is nearer the 
lens than the object is. If, then, the distance of 
the image were one thousand times less than that 
of the object, it would likewise be one thousand 
times smsQler. 

5. Let us apply this to burning-glasses, which, 
being exposed to the sun, represent its image in the 
focus, or rather represent the focus, that is, the lumi- 
nous and brilliant circle, which bums, and which is 
nothing else but the image of the sun represented by 
the lens. You will no longer be surprised, then, at 
the smallness of the image, notwithstanding the pro>- 
digious magnitude of the sun, it being as many times 
smaller in the focus than the real sun, as the dis- 
tance of the sun from the lens is greater than that 
of the image. 

6. Hence likewise it is evident, that the greater is 
the distance of the focus of a burning-glass, th^ 
more brilliant also is the circle in the focus, that 
ia, the greater will be the image of the sun ; and the 
idiameter of the focus is always about one hundred 
times smaller than the distance of the focus from 
the lens. 
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I Shan afterward explain the different nses which 
may he made of convex lenses ; they are all suffi- 
ciently curious to merit attention. 

26th December, 1761. 



LETTER LXXVIIL 

I 

I Buming'glasses, 

The first use of convex lenses is their employ- 
ment as burning-glasses, the effect of which must 
appear altogether astonishing, even to those who 
already have some acquaintance with natural philo- 
sophy. In fact, who could believe that the image 
of the sun simply should be capable of exciting such 
a prodi^ous decree of heat 1 But your surprise will 
cease, if you {Sease to pay some attention to the 
following reflections : — 

1. Let M N, Fig. 151, be a bum- jp,v. 151. 
ing-glass, which receives on its ** • 

surface the rays of the sun R, R, R, 
refracted in such a manner as to 
present at F a small luminous cir- 
cle, which is the image of the sim, 
and so much smaller as it is nearer 
to the glass. 

a. AUthe rays of the sun, which 
fall on the surface of the glass are collected in the 
small space of the focus F; their effect, accord- 
ingly, must in that space be as many times greater 
as the surface of the glass exceeds the magnitude 
of the focus, or of the sun's image. We say that 
the rays, which were dispersed over the whole 
surface of the glass, are concentrated in the smadl 
space F. 

3. The rays of the sun having a certain degree of 
heat, they exert their power in a very sensible man- 
ner at the focus ; it is possible even to calculate how 




many times the heat at Hat Hocob most exxseed the 
natural heat df the sun's rays: we have only to 
observe how many timeiE^ the surface of the glass is 
greater than the focus. 

4. If the glass were not greater than the focus, 
the heat womd not be stronger at the focus than any- 
where else ; hence we must conclude, that in order 
to the production Of a strong heat by a burning- 
glass, it is not sufficient that it should be convex, or 
that it should represent the image of the sun ; it 
must besides have a surface which several times 
exceeds the magnitude of the focus, which is smaller 
in proportion as it is nearer to the glass. 

5. France is in possession of the most excellent 
burning-glass : it is three feet in diameter, and its 
surface is calculated to be nearly two thousand times 
greater than the focus, or the image of the sun which 
It represents.* It must produce, therefore, in the 
focus, a heat two thousand times greater than that 
which we feel from the sun. Its effects are accord- 
ingly prodigious : wood of every kind is in a moment 
set on fire ; metals are melted in a few minutes ; 
and, in general, the most ardent fire which we are 
capable of producing is not once to be compared 
with the vehement heat of this focus. 

6. The heat of boiUng water is calculated to ber 
about thrice greater than what we feel from the ray» 
of the sun in summer ; or, which amounts to tne 
same thing, the heat of boiling water is thrice fiteater 
than the naturad heat^ of the blood in the human 
body. But in order to melt lead, we must have a 
heat thrice greater than is requisite to make water 

* The lens here alluded to was, we believe, one of T^kinUumsai's, 
ttwt the Dnke of Orleans purchased for the Academy of Sciences. A. 
more poweriUl burning lens, however, was afterward made in England 
by Mr. Parker^ which cost above 700L It had 2 feet 8^ inches of dear 
diameter. lis thickness at the centre was 3^ inches, and its (besl length 
6 feet 8 inches in diameter. It was made of flint-glass. This celebrated 
leas is now at Fsldn.^-Sae Edinbturgh Bnafdmpaditi, wtide tfumte 
Innntmmts,inA, ▼. p. Ml.— J^ 



1tK)il ; and to melt copper, a heat stSi Hirice greater 
is liecessairy. To melt gold requires a much Mg^heir 
degree of heat. Heat, then, one hundred times 
greater than that of our blood is capable of melting 
gold ; how far then must a heat two thousand times 
greater exceed the force of our ordinary fires 1 

7. But how are these prodigious effects produced 
by the rays of the sun collected in the focus of a 
burning-glass i This is a very difficult question, 
with respect to which philosophers are very much 
divided. Those who maintain that the rayB are an 
emanation from the sun, darted with the amazing 
velocity which I formerly described, are not greatly 
embarrassed for a solution ; they have only to say 
that the matter of the rays, striking bodies with 
violence, must totally break and destroy their minute 
particles. But this opinion is no longer admitted in 
sound philosophy. 

8. The other system, which makes the nature of 
light to consist in the agitation of the ether, appears 
little adapted to explain these surprising effects of < 
burning-glasses. On carefully examining, however, 
all the circumstances, we shall soon be convinced of 
the possibiUty of this. The natural rays of the sun, 
as they fall on bodies, excite the minute particles of 
the surface to a concussion, or motion of vibration, 
which, in its turn, is capable of exciting new rays ; 
and by these the body in question is rendered visible. 
And a body is illuminated only so far as these 
proper particles are put into a motion of vibration 
so rapid as to be capable of producing new rays in 
the ether. 

9. It is clear, then, that if the natural ra3rs of the 
sun have sufficient force; to agitate the minute par- 
ticles of bodies, those which are collected in the 
focus must put the particles which they meet there 
into an agitation so violent that their mutual adhe- 
sion is entirely dissolved, and the body itself com- 
pletely destroyed, which is the effect of fire» For if 

Vol. U. — ^A a 
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the bod3ri8 combustible, as wood, the dissolution of 
these minute particles, joined to the most rapid agi- 
tation, makes a considerable part of it to fly off into 
air in the form of smoke, and the josser particles 
remain in the form of ashes. Fusible bodies, as 
metals, become liquid by the dissolution of their par- 
ticles, whence we may comprehend how fire acts on 
bodies ; it is only the adhesion of their minutest par- 
ticles which is attacked, and the particles themselves 
are thereby afterward put into the most violent agita- 
tion. Here, then, is a very striking effect of burn- 
ing-glasses, which derives its origin from the nature 
of convex lenses.* There are besides many wonder- 
ful effects to be described. 
2Sth December, nei. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

The Camera Obscura. 

Wb likewise employ convex lenses in the camera 
obscura, and by means of them all external objects 
are presented in the darkened room on a white sur- 
face, in their natural colours, in such a manner that 
landscapes and public buildings, or objects in general, 
are represented in much greater perfection than 
the power of the pencil is capable of producing. 
Painters accordingly avail themselves of tlus method, 
in order to draw with exactness landscapes and other 
objects which are viewed at a distance. The camera 
obscura, then, which is the subject of this Letter, 
is represented at E F G H, Fig. 152, closely shut up 

* Tn the work already quoted, in p. 363, note, I have shown how bam- 
liif lenses may be constructed of any size, by building them, as it were, 
ofaoparate cones, each zone consisting of different segments, which are 
ground and polished separately. By this means the central parts of 
the burning lens are much lees thick than when the leus is of one piece, 
and the error of the spherical aberration may be in a great measure cor- 
Rcied.— See the EdinJbwrgh Philonphical Joumalj vol. vili. p. 160.— JSkl. 
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Fig, 152. 
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on all sides, except one little round aperture made 
in one of the window-shutters, in which is fixed a 
convex lens, of such a focus as to throw the image 
of external objects, say the tree O P, exactly on the 
opposite wall F G, at o jd. A white and moveable 
table is likewise employed, which is put in the place 
of the images represented. 

The rays of light, therefore, can be admitted into 
the chamber only through the aperture M N, in 
which the lens is fixed, without which total darldiess 
would pretail. 

Let us now consider the point P of any object, 
say the stem of our tree O P. Its rays P M, P A, 
P N, will fall on the lens M N, and be refracted by 
it, so as to meet again at the point i> on the wall, or 
on a white table* placed there for the purpose. 
This point p will consequently receive no other rays 
but s,uch as proceed from the point P ; and in like 
manner every other point of the table will receive 
only the rays which proceed from the corresponding 
point of the object ; and reciprocally, to every poi6t 

* The table should be made of stoeco, or plaster of Paris, ground fay 
•vuwthtr, and ought to be conoaT^ that every part of It nuy bo cgnaUy 
dlrtant nom the lens.— J5tf . 
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of the external ol^ect will correspond a point on the 
table, which receives those rays, and no other. If 
the lens were to be removed from the aperture M N, 
the table would be illuminated in quite a different 
manner ; for in that case every point of the object 
would difiuse its rays over the whole table, so that 
every point of the table would be illuminated at 
once by all the external objects, whereas at present 
it is so by one only, that whose rays it receives : 
from this you will easily comprehend that the effect 
must be quite different from what it would be if the 
rays entered simply by the aperture M N into the 
cluimber. 

Let us now examine somewhat more closely 
wherein thi^ difference consists ; and let us first sup- 
pose that the point P of the object is green; the 
point of the table p will therefore receive onl3r those 

Seen rays of the object P, and these, reuniting on 
e wall or table, wUl make a certain impresnon, 
which here merits consideration. For this purpose 
you will please to recollect the following propo- 
sitions, which I had formerly the honour of expltun- 
ing to you : — 

1. Colours differ from each other in the same 
manner as musical sounds ; each colour is produced 
by a determinate number of vibrations, which in a 
given time are excited in the ether. The green 
colour of our point P is accordingly appropriated to 
a certain number of vibrations, and would no long^er 
be green were these vibrations more or less rapid. 
Though we do not know the number of vibrations 
which produce such or such a colour, we may how- 
ever be permitted to suppose here that green requires 
twelve thousand vibrations in a second ; and what we 
affirm of this number, twelve thousand, may likewise 
be easily understood of the real number, whatever 
tt be. 

S. This being laid down, the point p on the white 
table will be struck by a motion of vibration, of which 
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twelve thousand will be completed in a second. 
Now, I have remarked that the particles of a white 
surface are all of such a nature as to receive every 
sort of agitation, more or less rapid ; whereas those 
of a coloured surface are adapted to receive only that 
degree of rapidity which corresponds to their colour. 
And as our table is white, the point p in it will be 
excited to a motion of vibration corresponding to the 
colour of green ; in other words, it will be agitated 
twelve thousand times in a second. 

3. As long as the point p, or the particle of the 
white surface which exists there, is agitated with a 
similar motion, this will be communicated to the par- 
ticles of the ether which surround it ; and this motion, 
cUflfusing itself in all directions, will generate rays of 
the same nature, that is to say green ; just as in 
music, the sound of a certain note, say C, agitates a 
string wound up to the same tone, and makes it emit 
a sound without being touched. 

4. The point p of the white table will accordingly 
produce green rays, as if it were died or painted that 
colour ; and what I affirm of the point jti will equaUy 
take place with respect to all the points of the illu- 
minated table, which will produce all the rays, each 
of the same colour with that of the object whose 
image it represents. Every point of the table will 
therefore become visible, under a certain colour, as 
if it were actually painted that colour. 

6. You wiU perceive, then, on the table, all the 
colours of the external objects, the rays of which 
will be admitted into the chamber through the leas ; 
each point in particular will appear of the colour of 
that point of the object which corresponds to it, and 
you will see on the table a combination of various 
colours, disposed in the same order as you see them 
in the objects themselves ; that is to say, a repre- 
sentation, or rather the perfect picture, of all the ob- 
jects on the outside of the dark chamber which are 
ibefore the lens N N. 

Aad 
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6. All these objects wiU, howeyer, ap|>ear reversed 
on the table, as yoti will conclude from what I have 
said in my foregoing Letters. The under part of the 
tree O will be represented at o, and the summit P at 
p ; for, in |feneral, each object must be represented 
on the white table in the place which is the termi- 
nation of the straight line drawn from the object P 
through the middle of the lens A : that which is ui>- 
ward will consequently be represented downward, 
and that which is to the left will be to the ri^ht ; in 
a word, every thing will be reversed in the picture ; 
the representation will nevertheless be more exact 
and more perfect than the most accurate painter is 
capable of producing. 

7. You will further remark, that this picture will 
be so much smaller than the objects themselves in 
proportion as the focus of the lens is shorter. Lenses 
of a 3hort focus will accordingly give the objects in 
miniature ; and if you would wish to have them 
mngnified, you must employ lenses of a longer focus, 
or which represent the images at a greater distance. 

8. In order to contemplate these representations 
more at ease, the rays may be intercepted by a mir- 
ror, from which they are reflected, so as to represent 
the whole picture on a horizontal table ; and this is 
of peculiar advantage when we wish to copy the 
images.* 

2d January, 1762. 

. * The lens ia aometlnies ground on tbe anterior sorthoe of a thick pieee 
of glass, the posterior surface of which is ground flat, and inclined 45° to 
the axis of tbe lens. The picture is therofbro reflected on a horisootal 
table, t«1thout the nse of a mirror, and the image is much more pwieel^ 
s» the light is totally reflected.— £tf. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Reflections <m the RepreserUation'in the Camera Ohscura, 

Thoogh you can no longer entertain any doubt 
respecting the representations made in a dark cham- 
ber by means of a convex lens, I hope the following 
reflections wiU not appear superfluous, as they serve 
to place this subject in a clearer light : — 

1. The chamber must be completely darkened; for 
were the light admitted the white table would bd 
visible, and the particles of its surface, already agi- 
tated, would be incapable of receiving the impression 
of the rays which unite to form the images of exter- 
nal objects. Though, however, the chamber were a 
little illuminated, still something of the representatioa 
would appear on the table, but by no means so vivid 
as if the chamber were entirely dark. 

2. We must carefully distinguish the picture repre- 
sented on the white table from the image which the 
lens in virtue of its own nature represents, as I have 
formerly explained. It is very true, that placing .the 
table in the very place where the image of the oV 
jects is formed by the lens, this image will be con- 
founded by the picture we perceive on the table-; 
these two things are nevertheless of a nature entirely 
different : the image is only a spectre or shadow 
floating in the air, which is visible but in certain 
places ; whereas the representation is a real picture^ 
which every one in the chamber may see, and to 
which duration alone is wanting. 

3. In order the more clearly to elucidate this differ- 
ence, you have only to consider carefully the nature 
of the image o, Fig. 153, represented by the convex 
lens M N, the object bein^ at 0. This image is 
nothing else but the place m which the rays O M, 
i) C, N, of the object, after havi^ passed through 
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fhe lens, meet b^ refraction, and thence condnue 
their direction as if they proceeded from the point 
0, though they really originated from O, and by no 
means from o. 

4. Hence the image is visible only to eyes situated 
somewhere within the angle R o Q, as at S, where 
an eye will actually receive the rays which come to 
it from the point o. But an eye situated out of 
this angle, as at F or V, will see nothing at all of it, 
because no one of the rays collected at o is directed 
towards it : the image at o, therefore, differs very 
essentially from a real object, and is .visible only in 
certain places. 

6, But if a white table is placed at o, and its sur- 
face at this point o is really excited to an agitation 
similax to that which takes place in the object O, 
this spot o of [the gurfece itself generates rays which 
render it, visible everywhere. Here, then, is the 
difference between the image of an object and its 
representation made in a camera obscura: the image 
is visible only in certain places, namely, those 
through which are transmitted the rays that origin- 
ally proceed from the object ; whereas the picture, 
ox representation forijied on ttie white t^ble, is seen 
by its own rays, excited by the agitation of the par- 
ticles of its surface, and consequentljr visible in 
e^ery place of the camera obscunu 
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«. It is likewise evident that the white table nn»t 
absolutely be placed exactly in the place of the image 
formed by the lena, ia order that every point of toe 
table may receive no othflr rays except such 33 pro- 
ceed from a single point of the object ; for if other 
rays were likewise to fall upon it, they would dis- 
turb the effect of the former, or render the repre- 
sentation confused. 

7. Were the lens to be entirely removed, and free 
admJBsion given to the rays into the dark chamber, 
tbe white t^le would be iUuthinated by it, but no 
picture would be visiMe. The rays of the different 
objects would fall on every point of the table, with* 
out expressing any one determinate image. Tbo 
picture, accordingly, which we see In a camera ob- 
scura, on a white surface, is the effect of the convex 
lens fixed in the shutter : this it is which collect* 
anew, in a single point, all the rays that proceed 
iroia one point of the object. 

3. A very singular phenomenon is here however 
observable, when the aperture made in the window- 
ahutter of the dark chamber is very small; for though 
no lens be applied you may nevertheless perceive, 
on the opposite partition, the images (rf external ob- 
jects, and even with their natur^ colours; but the 
representation is very faint and confused, and if the 
aperture is enlarge^ this representation entirely 
disappears. I ah^ explain this phenomenon. 

In F^. 154, M N ia 
the sraaU aperture through 
which the rays of external '^ 
objects are adqiitted into the 
dark chamber E F G H. 
The wall F G opposite to 
the aperture is white, tbe 
better to receive the impres- 
sion of rays of all sorU. 

Let the point be an object, of which the rays 
M, N alone, with those which fall between 
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them, can enter into the chamber. These ra3rs will 
be confined to the small space o o of the wall, and 
will illuminate it. This space o o will be eo much 
smaller, or approach the nearer to a point, in pro- 
portion as the aperture M N is small : if then this 
aperture were very small, we should have the effect 
already described, according to which every point 
of the white table receives only the rays proceeding 
from a single point of the object : there would be 
produced, of consequence, a representation similar 
to that which is produced by the application of a 
convex lens to an aperture in the window-shutter. 
But in the present case, the aperture being of a cer- 
tain extent, every point of the obgect will illumi- 
nate a certain small space o o on the wall, and agitate 
it by its rays. The same thing, then, nearly, would 
take place, as if a painter, instead of making pointa 
with a fine pencil, should with a coarse one make 
spots of a certain ma^itude, attending, however, 
to design and colouring : the representation made on 
the wall will have a resemblance to this sort of 
daubing; but it will be clearer in propoftion to the 
smallness of the aperture by which the rays are ad- 
mitted. 
5^ January i 1763^ 



LETTER LXXXI. 

Of the Magic Lantern, and Solar Microscope, 

The camera obscura has properly no effect except 
on very distant objects, but you will easily compre- 
hend that its application may be equally extended 
to nearer objects. For this purpose, the white fable 
must be removed farther from the lens, conformably 
to this general rule, that the nearer the object is 
brought to the convex lens, the farther does the 
image, where the white table ought to be placed, 
retire from, it ; and if the chamber is not of suffi- 
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^ent depth, a difTerent lens, of a shorter focus, 
must be employed. 

You may place, then, out of the chambier, before 
the aperture to which the convex lens is fitted, any 
object or picture whatever, and you will see a copy 
of it on the white table within the dark chamber, 
greater or smaller than the original, according as 
tiie distance of the image is greater or smaller; but 
it Mr ould be more commodious, undoubtedly, if the 
object could be exposed within the dark chamber, 
in order to its being moved and changed at pleasure. 
But here a great difficulty occurs, — the object itself 
would iH this case be darkened, and consequently 
rendered ipcapable of producing the effect we wish. 

The th^g wanted, then, is to illuminate the object 
as much bs possible within the dark chamber, and 
at the jB^me time to exclude the light. I have found 
out ^e means of doing this. You will recollect 
that I constructed a machine to the effect I am 
mentioning, which I had the honour of presenting 
to you six years ago ; and now you will easily com- 
prehend tlie structure, and the principles on which 
it is founded. 

This machine consists of a box very close on all 
sides, nearly of a figure similar to Fig. 164. The 

Fig, 164. 
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ftither 6id« of which E G has an opening I K^ 
in which are to he fitted the ohjects, portraits or 
other pictures, O P, which you mean to represent ; od 
the other side, directly opposite, is a tube M N Q R, 
eontaini&ff a convex lens M N ; this tube is more- 
able, for the purpose of bringing the lens nearer to 
the object, or of removing it, at pleasure. Then, 
provided the object O P be well illuminated, the 
fens will throw somewhere the image of it o p, and 
if you there place a white tablet, you will see upon 
it a perfect copy of the object, so much the clearer 
as the object itself is more illuminated. 

For this purpose 1 have contrived in this box two 
side wing[9} for the reception of lamps with large 
wickS) and in each wing is placed a mirror to reflect 
the lifhl of the lamps on the objects O P ; ^ove, at 
B F, is a chimney, oy which the smoke of the ^amps 
passes off. Such is the construction of this Ria- 
chine, within which the object P may be very 
strongly illuminated, while the darkness of the 
chamber suffers no diminution. In order to the 
proper use of this machine, attention must be paid 
to the following remarks. 

1. Oft sliding inward the tube M N Q R, that is, 
bringing the lens M N nearer to the object P, the 
image o p will retire ; the white tablet must there- 
fore be removed backwards, to receive the image at 
the just distance ; the image will thereby be like- 
wise magnified, and you may go on to enlarge it at 
pleasure, by pressing the lens M N nearer and nearer 
to the object P. 

2. On removing the lens from the object, the dis- 
tance of the image will be diminished: the white 
tablet must in this case be moved nearer to the lens^ 
in order to have a clear and distinct representation ;^ 
but the image will be reduced. 

3. It is obvious that the image will be always re- 
versed; but this inconvenience is easily remedied; 
you have only to reverse the object P itself, turn- 
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ing it upside down, and .the image will be repre- 
sented upright on the white tablet. 

4. It 18 a further general remark, that the more 
the image is magnified on the white tablet, the less 
uminous and distinct it will be; but on reducing 
the image, it is rendered more distinct and brilliant. 
The reason is plain— the light proceeds wholly from 
the illumination of the object; the greater that the 
space is over which it is diffused, the more it must 
be weakened, and the more contracted it is, the more 
brilliant. 

6. Accordingly, the more you wish to magnify the 
. representation, the more you must strengthen the 
illumination of the object, by increasing the light 
of the lampis in the wings of the machine ; but for 
small representations a moderate illumination is 
sufficient. 

The machine which I have been describing is 
palled the magic latttem, to distinguish it from the 
common camera obscura, employedfor representijig 
distant objects ; its figure, undoubtedly, has procured 
it the name of lantern, especially as it is designed 
to contain light ; but the epithet magic must have 
been an inventicm of its first proprietors, whto wished 
to impress the vulgar with the idea of magic or 
witchcraft. The ordinary magic lanterns, however, 
are not constructed in this manner, and serve to 
represent no other objects but figures painted on 
glass, whereas this machine may be applied to ob- 
jects of all sorts. 

It may even be employed for representing the 
smallest objects, and for magnifying the representa- 
tion to a prodigious size, so that the smallest fly 
shall appear as large as an elephant ; but for this 
•purpose the strongiest light that lamps can give is 
fyr from being suflicient; the machine must be dis- 
posed in such a manner that the objects may be illu- 
minated by the rays of the sun, strengthened by a 
burning-glass ; the machine, in this case, changes 

Vol. iI— B b 
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its name, and is called the solar microscope. I sball 
have occasion to speak of it more at large in the 
seqnel. 

8M January, 1762. 



LETTER LXXXn. 
Uss and Effect of a simple Convex Lens, 

We likewise employ convex lenses for imme- 
diately looking through ; but in order to explain their 
different uses, we must go into a closer investigation 
of their nature. 

Having observed the focal distance of such a 
glass, I have already remarked, that when the in- 
ject is very remote, its image is represented in the 
focus itself; but on bringing the object nearer to the 
lens, the image retires farther and farther from it: 
so that if the distance of the object be equal to that 
of the focus of the lens, the image is removed to an 
infinite distance, and consequently becomes infinitely 
great. 

The reason is, that the rays OM, OM, Fig. 165| 

Fig, 165. 




i^a • ■ 

which come from the point O, are refracted by the 
lens, so as to become parallel to each other, as N P, 
N F ; and as parallel lines are supposed to proceed 
forward to infinity, and as the image is always in. 
the place where the rays, issuing from one point 
of the object, are collected again after the refrac- 
tion ; in the case when the object A is equal to 
that of the focus pf the lens, the place of the image 
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nmffTestoautiifinite distance; and -as it is indifferent 
whetber we conceive the parallel linen N F and N P 
to meet at an infinite distance to the left or to the 
right, it may be said indifferently that the image is 
to the right at to the left infinitely distant, the .^ect 
being always the sanie. 

Having made this remark, yon will easily jui^ 
what must be the place of the image when the otv 
ject is brought still nearer to the lens. 

Let O P, Fig. 168, be the object, jiy^, igg, 
and as its distance O Afromthe con- 
vex lens is less than the distance of 
the focus, the raj^ M, M, which 
fall upon it from the point O, are too - 
divej^ent to admit of the possUiility 
of their being rendered parallel to 
each other by the refractive power 
of the lena: they will therefor^ be 
still divergent after the refraction, as 
marked by the Unes N F, N F, though 
much less so than before; therefore, . 
if these lines are produced backward, i 
they will meet somewhere at o, as 
you mKV see in the dotted lines N a, 
N 0. TTie rays N F, N F, will of con- I 
sequence, afterhaviogpassed through ' 
the lens, preserve the same direction 
as if they had proceeded from the 
point o,though they have not actually passed through 
that point, as it ia only in the lens that they have 
taken this new direction. An eye which receives 
these refracted rays N F, N F, will be therefore af- 
fected as if they really came from the point o, and 
will imagine that the (wject of its vision exists at o. 
There will, however, be no image at that point, 
a» in the preceding case. To no purpose would 
you put a white tablet at o ; it would present no 
pietuis there for want of rays : for this reason we 
■ay that there is an imaginary image at o, and not a 
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real one — ^the term imaginary being opposed to that 

of reai. 

Nevertheless, an eye placed at E receives the same 
impression as if the object O P, from which the rays 
originally proceed, existed at o. It is of great im- 
portance, then, to know, as in the preceding caaesy 
the place and the magnitude of this imaginary image 
op. As to the place, it is sufficient to remark, that 
if the distance of the object A be equal to the dis- 
tance of the focus of the lens, the image wiU be. at 
an infinite distance from it ; and this is what the 
present case has in common with the preceding ; but 
the nearer the object is brought to the lens, or the 
less that the distance A O becomes than that of the 
focus of the lens, the nearer does the imaginary 
image approach to the lens ; though, at the same 
time, it remains always at a greater distance from 
the lens than the object itself. 
' To elucidate this by an example, let us suppose 
that the focal distance of the lens is 6 inches ; and 
for the different distances of the object, the an- 
nexed table indicates the distance of the imaginary 
image o p. 



If the dittance. of tM Object 
AOis 



6 

4 
3 
2 
1 



The disUnee of the irndginofy 
Image A o vxUl U 



Infinity 
30 
13 

6 

3 

1 and a fifth. 



The rule for ascertaining the magnitude of this 
imaginary image op is easy and general ; you have 
only to draw through the middle of the lens, marked 
C, and through the extremity of the object ?, the 
straight line C P /> ; and where it meets with the 
line o p drawn from o at right angles with the axis 
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«f the lens, you will have found the ma^tude of 
the imag^inary image o p : from which it is evident, 
that this image is always greater than the object 
O P itself, as many times as it is farther from the 
lens than the object P. It is likewise evident 
that this image is not reversed, as in the preceding 
case, but upright as tlie object. 

You will easily comprehend, from what I have 
said, the benefit that may be derived from lenses of 
this sort, by persons whose sight is not adapted to 
the view of near objects, but who can see them to 
more advantage at a considerable distance. They 
have only to look at objects through a convex lens, 
in ordet to see them as if they were very distant. 
The defect of sight with respect to near objects 
occurs usually in aged people, who consequently 
make use of spectacles with convex glasses, which, 
exposed to the sun produce the effect of a burning- 
glass, and this ascertains the focal distance of every 
glass. . Some persons have occasion for spectacles 
of a very near focus, others of one more distant, 
according to the state of their sight ; but it is suffi- 
cient for my present purpose to have given a gen*, 
eral idea of the use of such spectacles. 

t^th January^ 1762. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

Use and Effect of a Concave Lens. 

You have seen how convex glasses assist the sight 
of old people, by representing to them objects as at 
a greater distance than they really are ; there are 
■«yes, on the contrary, which, in order to distinct 
vision, require the objects to be represented as 
Hearer ; and concave glasses procure them this ad- 
•raatage ; which leads me to the fexplanation of the 

Bb2 
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Fig. 167. 



effect of concaye lenses, which is directly the coil<' 
trary of that of convex ones. 

When the object O P, Fig. 167, 
is very distant, and its rays O M, 
O M, fall almost parallel on the 
concave lens TT ; in this ca»e, 
instead of becoming^ convergem 
by therrefraction of the lens, 
they, on the contrary, become 
more divergent, pursuing^ the 
direction N F, N F, which, pro- 
duced backward, meet at the 
point o ; so that an eye placed, 
for example, at E, receives these 
refracted rays in the same man- 
ner as if they proceeded from 
the point o, though they really 
proceed from the point O ; for 
this reason, I have in the figure 
dotted the straight lines N o, 
Na. 

As the object is supposed to 
be infinitely distant, were the 
lens convex the point o would be 
what we call the focus ; but as, in the present case, 
there is no real concurrence of rays, we call this 
point the imaginary focus of the concave lens ; some 
authors likewise denominate it thep&int of dispersion^ 
because the rays, refracted by the glass, appear to 
be dispersed from this point. 

Concave lenses^ then, have no real focus, like the 
convex, but only an ima^ary focus, the distance of 
which from the lens A o is, however, denominated 
the focal distance of this lens, and serves, by means 
of a rule similar to that which is laid down for oon- 
yex lenses, to determine the place of the image, 
when the object is not inffnitely distant. Now, this 
image is always imaginary ; whereas in the case of 
convex lenses, it becomes so only when the object is 
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neax^r than the distance of the focus. Without 
entering into the explanation of this rule, which 
respects calculation merely, it is sufficient to re- 
mark : — 

1. When the object P is infinitely distant, the 
imaginary image o p is represented at the focal dis- 
tance of the concave lens, and this, too, on the same 
side with the object. Nevertheless, though this 
image be imaginary, the eye placed at E is quite as 
much affected by it as if it were real, conformably 
to the explanation given on the subject of convex 
lenses, when the ooject is nearer the lens than its 
focal distance. 

2. On bringing the object O P nearer to the lens, 
its image o p will likewise approach nearer, but in 
such a manner that the image will always be nearer 
to the lens than the object is ; whereas, in the case 
of convex lenses, the image is more distant from the 
lens than the object. In order to elucidate this more 
clearly, let us suppose the focal distance of the con- 
cave lens to be 6 mches. 



Jf the Distance of the Object 
OAm 



T*he Dittimce of the Image 
A iDul be 





Infinite. 


6 




30 


5 




13 


4 




6 


3 




3 


2 




2 


1 and.a half. 



3. By the same rule you may always determine 
the magnitude of the imaginary image op. You 
draw from the middle of the lens a straight line,- to 
the extremity of the object P, which will pass through 
the extremity p of the image. For, since the line 
P A represents a ray coming from the extremity of 
the object, this same ray must, after the refractioiit 
pass through the extremity of the image ; but as 
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this ray PA passes through the iniddle of the letss; 
it undergoes no refiraction ; therefore it must itself 
pass through the extremity of the image, at the 
point o. 

4. This image is not reversed, hut in the same 
position with the object ; and it may be laid down 
as a general rule, that whenever the image falls on 
the same side of the lens that the object is, it is 
idways represented upright, whether the lens be 
convex or concave; but when represented on the 
other side of the lens, it is always reversed ; and this 
can take place only in convex lenses. 

5. It is evident therefore that the images repre- 
sented by concave lenses are always smaller than the 
objects ; the reason is obvious— the image is alwa3rB 
nearer than the object; you have only to look at 
the figure to be satisfied of this truth. These are 
the principal properties to be remarked respecting^ 
the nature of concave lenses, and the manner in which 
objects are represeiited hy them. 

It is now easy to comprehend how concave glasses 
may be rendered essentially serviceable to persons 
whose sight is short. You are acquainted with some 
who can neither read nor write without bringing the 
paper almost close to their nose. In order, therefore, 
to their seeing distinctly, the object must be brought 
very near to the organ of vision : I think I have for- 
merly remarked that such persons are denominated 
myopes. Concave lenses, then, may be made of great 
use to them, for. they represent the most distant ob- 
jects as very near ; the image not being farther from 
such passes than their focal distance, which, for the 
most part, is only a few inches. 

These images, it is true, are much smaller than 
the objects themselves ; but this by no means prevents 
distinctness of vision. A small object near may 
appear greater than a very large body at a distanee. 
m fact^ the head of a pin appears to the eye greater. 
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than a star in the heavens, though that star far ex- 
ceeds the earth in magnitude. 

Persons whose sight is short, or. myopes^ have 
occasion, then, for glasses which re{>resent objects 
as nearer; such are concave lenses. And those 
whose sight is long, or presbytes, need convex 
glasses, which represent to them objects at a greater 
distance. 

16^A January, 1769. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

Cff apparent Magnitude, of the Visual Angle, and of 
Microscopes in general, 

I HAVE b^en remarking, that myopes are obliged 
to make use of concave glasses to assist their vision 
of distant objects, and that presbytes employ convex 
glasses in order to a more distant vision of such as 
are near ; each sight has a certain extent, and each 
requires a glass which shall represent objects per* 
fectly. This distance in the myopes is very smaU, 
and in the presbytes very great ; but there are eyes 
80 happily conformed as to see nearer and rooro 
distant objects equally well. 

Nevertheless, of whatever nature any person's 
sight may be, this distance is never very small : there 
'is no myope capable of seeing distinctly at the dis* 
tance of less than an inch ; you must have observed, 
that when the object is brought too close to the eye, 
it has a very confused appearance ; this depends on 
the structure of the organ, which is such in the hu- 
man species as not to admit of their seeing objects 
very near. To fnsects, on the contrary, very distant 
objects are invisible, while they easily see such as * 
are nearer. I do not believe that a fly is capable of 
seeing the stars, because it can see extremely well 
at the distance of the tenth part of an inch, a dis- 
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tance at which the human eye can distinguish ahso- 
lutely nothing. This leads me to an explanation of 
the microscope, which represents to us the smallest 
object as if it were very great. 

In order to convey a just idea of it, I must entreat 
you carefully to distinguish between the apparent 
and the real magnitude of every object. Real mag- 
nitude constitutes the objector geometry, and is in- 
variable as long as the body remains in the same state. 
But apparent magnitude admits of infinite variety, 
though the body may remain always the same. The 
stars, accordingly, appear to us extremely smaU, 
though their real magnitude is prodigious, because 
we are at an imm<3nse distance from them. Were 
it possible to approach them, they would appear 
greater ; from which you will conclude that the ap- 
parent magnitude depends on the angle formed in our 
eyes by the rays which proceed from the extremities 
of the object. 

Let P O Q, JVj-. 158, be the object of 
vision, which, if the* eye were placed 
at A, would- appear under the angle 
P A Q, called the visual angle, and 
which indicates to us the apparent 
magnitude of the object ; it is evident, 
on inspecting the figure, that the far- 
ther the eye withdraws from the ob- 
ject, the smaller this angle becomes, 
xand that it is possible for the greatest 
bodies to appear to us under a very 
small visual angle, provided our dis- 
tance from thetp be very great, as is 
the case with the stars. But when the 
eye approaches nearer to the object, 
and looks at it from B, it will appear 
under the visusd angle P B Q, which 
is evidently greliter than P A Q. Let the eye advance 
still forward to C, and the visual angle P G Q is still 
greater. Further, the eye being placed at D« the^ 
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Tisual angle Tf ill be P D Q ; and on advancing for- 
ward to E, the visual angle will be P E Q, always 
greater and greater. The nearer, therefore, the eye 
approaches to the object, the more the visual angle 
increases, and consequently likewise the apparent 
magnitude. However small the object may be, it is 
possible, therefore, to increase its apparent magnitude 
at pleasure ; you have only to bring it so near the 
eye as is necessary to form such a visual angle. A 
fly near enough to the eye may, of consequence, 
appear under an angle as great as an elephant at 
the distance of ten feet. In a comparison of this 
sort, we must take into the account the distance at 
which we suppose the elephant to be viewed ; un- 
less this is done, we affirm absolutely nothing ; for 
an elephant appears great only when we are not 
very far from it; at the distance of a mile, it would 
be impossible, perhaps, to distingush an elephant 
from a pig ; and, transported to the moon, he would 
become absolutely invisible; and I might affirm 
with truth, that a fly appeared to me greater than 
an elephant, if the latter was removed to a very 
considerable distance. Accordingly, if we would 
express ourselves with precision, we must not 
speak of the apparent magnitude of a body, without 
taking distance likewise into the account, as the 
same body may appear very great or very small ac- 
cording as its oistance is greater or less. It is very 
easy, then, to see the smallest bodies under very 
great visual angles ; they need only to be placed 
very close to the eye. 

This expedient may be well enough adapted to a 
fly, but the human eye could see nothing at too 
small a distance, however short the sight may be; 
besides, persons of the best sight would wish to see 
likewise the smallest objects extremely magnified. 
The thing required, then, is to find the means of en- 
abling us to view an object distinctly, notwithstand- 
ing its great proximity to the eye. Convex lenses 
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render us this service, by removing^ the image of ob* 
jects which are too near. 

Let a yery small convex lens M N be employed, 
Fig. 159, the focal distance of which shall be half an 

Fig, 159. 




inch ; if you place before it a small object O P, at a 
distance somewhat less than half an inch, the lens 
will renresent the image of it o p, as far off as could 
be wished. On placing the eye, then, behind the 
lens, the object will be seen as if it were at o, and at 
a sufficient distance, as if its magnitude were o p : 
as the eye is supposed very near the lens, the visual 
angle will hept o\ that is, the same as P « O, under 
which the naked eye would see the object O P in 
that proximity ;.but the vision is become distinct Inr 
means of the lens : such is the principle on which 
microscopes are constructed. 
l^th January, 1762. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

Egtimatum of the Magnitude of Objects viewed through 

the Microscope. 

Whsn several persons view the same object 
through a microscope, the foot of a fly, for example, 
they aU s^ee that they see it greatly magnified, but 
their judgment respecting the real magnitude will 
vary ; one will say, it appears to him as large as that 
of a horse ; another, as that of a goat ; a third, as 
that oT a cat. No one then advances any thing posi- 
tive on the subject, unless he adds at what distance 
he views the feet of the hor^e^ the goat, or the cat. 
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They all mean, therefore, without expressing it, a 
certain distance, which is undoubtedly different ; con- 
isequently, there is no reason to be surprised at the 
variety of the judgments which they pronounce, as 
the foot of a horse viewed at a distance, may very 
well appear no bigger than that of a cat viewed near 
to the eye. Accordingly, when the question is to 
be decided. How much does the microscope mag* 
nify an object ? we must accustom ourselves to a 
more accurate mode of expression, and particularly 
to specify the distance, in the comparison which we 
mean to institute. 

It is improper, therefore, to compare the appear- 
ances presented to us by the microscope with objects 
of another nature, which we are accustomed to view 
sometimes near and sometimes at a distance. The 
most certain method of regulating this estimation 
seems to be that which is actually employed by au- 
thors who treat of the microscope. They compare 
a small object viewed through the microscope with 
the appearance which it would present to the naked 
eye on being removed -to a certain distance ; and 
they have determined, that in order to contemplate 
such a small object to advantage by the naked eye, 
it ought to be placed at the distance of eight inches, 
which is the standard for good eyes, for a short- 
sighted person would bring it closer to the eye, and 
one far-sighted would remove it. But this difference 
does not affect the reasoning, provided the regulating 
distance be settled ; and no reason can be assigned 
for fixing on any other distance than that of eight 
inches, . the distance received by all authors who 
have treated of the subject. Thus, when it is said 
that a microscope magnifies the object a hundred 
times, you are to understand that, with the assist- 
ance of'^such a microscope, objects appear a hundred 
times greater than if you viewed them at the dis- 
tance of eight inches ; and thus you will form a just 
idea of the effect of a microscope. 

Vol. II^C c 



802 



OBJECTS TISW£D THROUGH 



In general, a microscope magnifies as many ^mes 
as an object appears larger than if it were viewed 
without the aid of the glass at the distance of eight 
inches. You will readily admit that the effect is 
surprising, if an object is made to appear even a 
hundred times greater than it would to the naked 
eye at the distance of eight inches : but it has been 
carried much farther ; and microscopes have been 
constructed which magnify five hundred times — a 
thing almost incredible. In such a case it might be 
with truth afiirmed that the leg of a fly appears 
greater than that of an elephant. Nay, I have full 
conviction that it is possible to construct micro- 
scopes capable of magnifying one thousand, or even 
two thousand times, which would undoubtedly lead 
to the discovery of many things hitherto unknown. 

But when it is afiirmed that an object p^ |gQ^ 
appears through the microscope a hundred ^' 
times greater than when viewed at the dis- 
tance of eight inches, it is to be under- 
stood that the object is magnified as much 
in length as in breadth and depth, so that 
each of these dimensions appears a hundred 
times greater. You have only, then, to 
conceive at the distance of eight inches 
another object similar to the first, but whose 
length is a hundred times greater, as well 
as its breadth and depth, and such will be 
the image viewed through tlie microscope. 
Now, if the length, the breadth, and depth 
of an objept be a hundred times greater 
than those of another, you will easily per- 
ceive that the whole extent will be much 
more than a hundred times greater. In 
order to put this in the clearest light, let 
-us conceive two parallelograms A B C D, 
and E F G H, Fig, 160, of the same breadth, but that 
the length of the first, A B, shall be five times greater 
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than the length of the other, E F; it is evident that 
the area, or space contained in the first, is five 
times greater than that contained in the other, as 
in fact this last is contained five times in the first. 
To render, then, the parallelogram A D five times 
greater than the parallelogram E H, it is sufficient 
that its length A B be five times greater, the breadth 
being the same ; and if, besides, the breadth were 
likewise five times greater, it would become five 
times greater still, that is, five times five times, or 
twenty-five times greater. Thus, of two surfaces, 
if the one be five times longer and five times 
broader than the other, it is in fact twenty-five times 
greater. 

If we take, further, the height or depth into the 
account, the increase will be still greater. Conceive 
two apartments, the one of which is five times 
longer, five times broader, and five times higher 
than the other ; its contents will be five times 26 
times, that is, 125 times greater. When, therefore, 
it is said that a microscope magnifies 100 times, as 
this is to be understood, not only of length, but of 
breadth, and depth, or thickness, that is, of three 
dimensions, the whole extent of the object will be 
increased 100 times 100 times 100 times; now 100 
times 100 make 10,000, which taken again 100 times 
make 1,000,000 ; thus, when a microscope magnifies 
100 times, the whole extent of the object is repre- 
sented 1,000,000 times greater. We satisfy our- 
selves, however, with saying that the microscope 
magnifies 100 times ; but it is to be understood that 
all the three dimensions, namely, length, breadth, 
^nd depth, are represented 100 times greater. If, 
then, a microscope should magnify 1000 times, the 
whole extent of^ the object would become 1000 
times 1000 times 1000 times greater, which makes 
1,000,000,000, or a thousand millions : a most aston-; 
ashing effect! This remark is necessary to the 
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formslion of a just idea of what is said respecting 
the power of microscopes.* 
93i< January, 1763. 



LETTER LXXXVL 

Fundamental Proposiiionfor the Constructton of Simple 
Microscopes, Plan of some Simple Microscopes, 

Hating explained in what manner we are enabled 
to judffe of the power of microscopes, it will be easy 
to unfold the fundamental principle for the con- 
struction of simple microscopes. And here it majr 
be necessary to remark, that there are two kinds 
of microscopes ; some consisting of a single lens, 
others of two or more, named, accordingly, simple 
or compound microscopes, and which require par- 
ticular elucidations. I shall confine myself at pres- 
ent to the simple microscope, which consists of a 
single convex lens, the effect of which is determined 
by the following proposition : A simple microscope 
magnifies as many times as its focal distance is nearer 
than eight inches. The demonstration follows. 

Let M N, Fig, 161, be a con- ^^g^ ^gj 

vex lens, whose focal distance, 
at which the object P must 
be placed nearly,'in order that 
the eye may see it distinctly, 
shall be C ; this object wiU 
be perceived under th6 angle 
O C P. But if it be viewed at the distance of eight 
inches, it would appear under an angle as many times 
smaller as the distance of eight inches surpasses 

* A« it is in reality only tbe surftee of bodies that is presented to (ho 
eye, it may be que»tiotied whether the magnifying power t>r a mioro- 
scope ought to be estimated at a higher rate than that of tbe square : 
Ahus, if it raagntiy 100 times in length, the object will appear Itf.OOO 
times greater thau to the naked eye.— Am. JStf. 




PLAN OF SIMPLB MICROSCOPES. 305 

the distance CO:, the object will appear, therefore, 
as many, times greater than if it were viewed at the 
distance of eight inches. Now^ in conformity to 
the rule already established, a microscope magnifies 
as many times as it presents the object greater than 
if we. viewed it at the distance of eight inches. 
Consequently, a microscope magnifies as many 
times as its focal distance is less than eight inches. 
A lens, therefore, whose focal distance is an inch 
will magnify precisely eight times ; and a lens whose 
focal distance is only half an inch'will magnify six- 
teen times. The inch is divided into twelve parts, 
called lines ; half an inch, accordingly, contains six 
lines: hence it would be easy to determine how 
many times every lens, whose focal distance is given 
in lines, must magnify ; according to the following 
table : — 

Focal distance of the lens in lines. 

12, 8, 6, 4, 3, 2, 1, i lines, 

•magnifies 8, 12, 16, 24, 32, 48, 96, 192 times. 

Thus a convex lens whose focal distance is one 
line magnifies ninety-six times ; and if the distance 
be half a line, the microscope will magnify one hun- 
dred and ninety-two^ that is, near two hundred times. 
Were greater effect still to be desired, lenses must 
be constructed of a still smaller focus.* Now, it 
has been already remarked, tha^ in order to con- 
struct a lens of any certain given focus, it is only 
necessary to make the radius of each face equal to 
that focal distance,, so that the lens may become 
equally convex on both sides. I now proceed, then, 
to place before you. Fig. 162, the form of some of 
these lenses or microscopes : — 

No. I. The focal distance of this lens A is one 
inch, or twelve lines. This microscope, therefore, 
magnifies eight times. 

* Lenses have been ground and polished having only a fbcal length of 
one-Aflieth of an inch, cooseqnently their magnifying Jtower is 409 
times.— JBd. 
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No. II. The focal distance of the Fig. 168. 
lens M N is eight lines. This micro- ^ ^ ^'^ 
scope magnifies twelve times. l :zA&' 

No. III. The focal distance of the " ^^ 
lens M N is six lines. This micio- i »Jg y gy 
scope magnifies sixteen times. d 3^^ 

No. IV. The focal distance of this . yjaJ*%* 
lens is foar lines ; and such a micro* jri:f % 
scope magnifies twenty-four times. r/rx-s^ 

No. V. The focal distance here is i-afi^" 

three lines. Thid microscope magni- ^-^X^ 

fies thirty-two times. M J^ 

No. VI. The focal distance here is S'Ss' 

two lines. This microscope magni- ^^ 

fies forty-eight times. ^^ 

No. VII. The focal distance of this ^ 

lens is only one line ; and such a microscope mag- 
nifies ninety-six times. 

It is possible to construct microscopes still much 
smaller. They are actually executed, and much 
more considerable effects are produced ; whence it 
must be carefully remarked, that the distance of the 
object from the glass becomes smaller and smaller, 
as it must be nearly equal to the focal distance of 
the lensi I say nearly, as every eye brings the glass 
closer to it somewhat more or less, according to its 
formation ; the short-sighted apply it closer, the far- 
sighted less so. You perceive, then, that the eflbct 
is greater as the microscope or lens becomes smaller, 
and the closer likewise the object must be applied : 
this is a very great inconvenience, for, on the one 
haind, it is troublesome to look through a glass so 
very small; and, on the other, because the object 
must be placed so near the eye. Attempts have 
been made to remedy this inconvenience by a proper 
mounting, which may facilitate the use of it ; but the 
vision of the object is considerably disturbed as soon 
as the distance of it undergoes the slightest change : 
and as in the case of a very small lens the object must 
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almost touch it» whenever the surface of the object 
is in the least degree uneaual, it is seen but j^ . ^ 
confusedly. For, while tne eminences are ^* * 
viewed at the just distance, the cavities, pi 
being too far removed, must be seen very 
confusedly. This renders it necessary to 
lay aside simple microscopes when we 
wish to magnify very considerably, and to 
have recourse to the compound micro- 
.scope. 
!2Rth January^ 1763. 



LETTER LXXXVn. 

lAinUs and Defects of the Simple Microscope. 

Yov have now seen how simnle micro- 
scopes may be constructed, wnich shall 
magnify as many times as may be desired ; 
you have only to measure off a straight line 
•of eight inches, like that which I have 
marked A B,* J\^. 163, which contains 
precisely eight inches of the Rhenish foot, 
which is the standard all- over Germany. 
This line A B must then be subdivided 
into as many equal parts as correspond to 
the number of times you wish to magnify 
the object proposed, and one of these 
parts will give the focal distance of the 
lens that, is requisite. Thus, if you wish 
to magnify a hundred times, you must 
take the hundredth part of the line A B ; 
consequently, you must construct a lens 
whose focal distance shall be precisely 
«qual to that part A i, which will give, at I 
the same time, the radius of the surfaces b 

* It being ImpoMible here to taeert a ntreight Uiie of eight inebei^ 
.<i half that length ta employed, for the puipoM of illaatratioa. 
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Of the lens represented in No. VII. of the preceding 
figure. Hence it is evident, that the greater the 
effect we mean to produce, the smaller must be the 
lens, as well as the focal distance at which the object 
O P must be fAskced before the lens, while the eye is 
applied behind it : and if the lens were to be made 
twice smaller than what I have now described, in 
order to magnify two hundred times, it would be^ 
come so minute as almost to require a microscope 
to see the lens itself; besides, it would be neces- 
sary to approach so close as almost to touch the 
lens, which, as I have already observed, would be 
very inconvenient. The effect of the microscope, 
therefore, could hardly be carried beyond two hun- 
dred times ; which is by no means sufficient for the 
investigation of many of the minuter productions 
of nature. The purest water contains small ani- 
malcules, which, though magnified two hundred 
times, still appear no bigger than fleas ; and a mi- 
croscope which should magnify 20,000 times would 
be necessary to majpify their appearance to the size 
of a rat ; and we are far from reaching this degree, even 
with the assistance of the compound microscope.* 

But besides the inconveniences attending the use 
of simple microscopes which have been already 
pointed out, all those who employ them with a view 
to very great effect complain of another consider- 
able defect; it is this—- the more that objects are 
magnified, the more obscure they appear ; they seem 
as if viewed in a very faint light or by moonlight, so 
that you can hardly distinguish any thing clearly. 
You will not be surprised at this, when you recol- 
lect that the light of the full moon is more than 
two hundred thousand times fainter than that of the 
sun. 

It is of much importance, therefore, to explain 

* It Is not probabiB that water perfectly pare oontaiiw any aiiimal- 
cttls,— {hat is, water prepared by the slow and careAiI disUllatiOQ of dear 
dmb rain-water, and praMrred in cloee YesMla.— ^m. Ed. 
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-whence this diminution of light proceeds. We can 
•easily comprehend, that if the ray^s which proceed 
from a very small object must represent it to us as 
if it were much larger, this small quantity of light 
would not be sufficient. But however well founded 
this reasoning may appear, it wants soUdity, and 
throws only a false light on the question. For if 
the lens, as it proceeded in magnifying, necessarily 
produced a diminution of clearness, this must like- 
wise be perceptible in the smallest effects, even 
supposing it were not to so high a degree ; but yon 
may magnify up to fifty times, without perceiving 
;the least apparent diminution of light, which, how- 
ever, ought to be fifty times fainter, if the reasons 
adduced were just. We must look elsewhere, then, 
for the cause of this phenomenon, and even resort 
to the first principles of vision. 

I must entreat you, then, to recollect what I have 
already, suggested respecting the use of the pupil, or 
that black aperture which we see in the eye at the 
middle oi the iris. It is through this aperture that 
the rays of light are admitted into the eye ; accord- 
ingly, the larger this aperture is, the more rays are 
Emitted. We must nere coilsider two cases in 
which objects are very luminous and brilliant, and 
in which they are illuminated by only a very faint 
light. In the first, the pupil contracts of itself with- 
out any act of the will ; and the Creator has bestowed 
on it this faculty in order to preserve the interior of 
the eye from the too dazzling effect of light, which 
would infallibly injure the nerves. Whenever, there- 
fore, we are exposed to a very powerful Ught, we 
observe that the pupil of every eye contracts, to 
prevent the admi98ion of any more rays into the eye 
than are necessary to paint m it an image sufficiently 
luminous. But the contrary takes place when we 
are in the dark ; the pupil in that case expands, to 
admit the light in a greater quantity. This change 
is easily perceptible every time we pass from a daxk 
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to a Inminons sitaation. With respect to the subject 
before us, 1 confine myself to this circumstance, that 
the more raysof" light are admitted into the eye, the 
more luminous wiU be the image transmitted to the 
retina ; and reciprocally, the smaller the quantity of 
rays which enter the eye, the fainter does the image 
become, and, consequently, the more obscure does 
it appear. It may happen, that though the pupil is 
abundantly expanded, a few rays only shall be ad- 
mitted into the eye. You have only to prick a little 
hole in a card with a pin, and look at an object 
through it ; and then, however strongly illuminated 
by the sun, the object will appear dark in propor- 
tion as the aperture is small ; nay, it is possible to 
look at the sun itself, employing this precaution. 
The reason is obvious, a few rays only are admitted 
into the eye ; however expanded the pupil may be^ 
the pin-hole in the card determines the quantity of 
light which enters the eye, and not the pupil, which 
usually performs that function. 

The same thing takes place in the microscopes 
which magnify very much ; for when the lens is ex- 
tremely small, a very few rays only are transmitted, 
as m n. Fig. 165, which being smaller than j^^. ]^65. 
the aperture of the pupil, make the object 
appear so much more obscure ; hence it is ^L 
evident that this diminution of light takes ^ 
place only when the lens M N, or rather its open 
part, is smaller than the pupil. If it were possible 
to produce a great ndagnifying effect, by means of a 
greater lens, this obscurity would not take place ; 
and this is the true solution of the question. In 
order to remedy this inconvenience in the great 
effects of the mi^croscope, care is taken to illumi- 
nate the object as strongly as possible, to give greater 
force to the few rays which are conveyed into the 
eye. To this effect objects are illuminated by the 
sun itself; mirrors likewise are employed, which 
reflect on them the light of the sun. These are 
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nearly all the circumstances to be considered re- 
specting the simple microscope, and by these you 
will easily form a judgment of the effect of all those 
which you may have occasion to inspect.* 
30M January^ 1763. 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 

On Telescopes, and their Effect, 

Before I proceed to explain the construction of 
compound microscopes, a digression respecting the 
telescope may perhaps be acceptable. These two 
instruments have a very intimate connexion; the 
one greatly assists the elucidation of the other. As 
microscopes serve to aid us in contemplating nearer 
objects, by representing them under ^ much greater 
angle than when viewed at a certain distance, say 
eight inches ; so the telescope is employed to assist 
our observation of very distant objects, by repre- 
senting them under a ereater angle than that which 
they present to the naked eye. Instruments of this 
sort are known by several names, according to their 
size and use ; but they must be carefully distinguished 
from the glasses used by aged persons to reheve the 
decay of sight. 

A telescope magnifies as many times as it repre- 
sents objects under an angle greater than is pre- 
sented to the naked eye. The moon, for example, 
appears to the naked eye under an angle of half a 
degree ; consequently, a telescope magniHes 100 times 
when it represents the moon under an angle of fifty 
degrees, which is 100 times greater than half a de- 

* For an accoant of various Improvements on the sinfrle mtcroecope, 
the reader is referred to the article Optics^ in the Edinburgh EncyclojtCBdiaj. 
▼ol. XV. p 631, and Fergustm's Lecttires, vol. ii. p. 294.— IM. 

For stUl later Improvomenfs, see a paper by Dr. Rogeif in Phil 
2V4RiMMi«n«,fl»r May, 189a<-^m. Ei. 
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gre^. If it magnified 200 times, it wocdd represent 
the moon under an angle of one hundred degrees ; 
and the moon would in that case appear to fill more 
than half of the visible heavens, whose whole extent 
is only 180 degrees.* 

In common language, we say that the telescope 
brings the object nearer to us. This is a very equi- 
vocd mode of expression, and admits of two different 
significations. The one, that on looking through a 
telescope, we consider the object as many times 
nearer as it is magnified. But I have already re- 
marked, that it is impossible to know the distance of 
objects but by actual measurement, and that such 
measurement can be applied only to objects not 
greatly remote ; when, therefore, they are so remote 
as is here supposed, the estimation of distance might 
greatly mislead us.* The other signification, which 
conveys the idea that telescopes represent objects as- 
great as they would appear if we approached nearer 
to them, is more conformable to truth. You know 
that the nearer we come to any object, the greater^ 
becomes the angle under which it appears; tlu» 
explanation, accordingly, reverts to that with which 
I set out. When, however, we look at well-known 
objects, say men, at a great distance, and view them 
through a telescope under a much greater angle, we 
are led to imagine such men to be a great deal nearer, 
as in that case we would, in effect, see them under 
an angle so much greater. But in examining ob^ 
jects less approachable, such as the sun and moon, 
no measurement of distance can take place. This- 
case is entirely different from that which I have for- 
merly submitted to you, that of a concave lens, em- 

* Tlie magnifying power is ascertained by measuring the aperturer 
ofttaeobject-glaw, and that of the little image of it which is fonned at cheT 
end of the eye-piece; the proportion between these will give the ratio of 
the magnifying power. 

When single lenses are used, the power of a glass is readily disooTered 
by dividing the fbcal length of the olijeot-gtaaa by that of the eyo^glaM.-^ 
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ptu^ea by near-sighted persons, which representfr 
the images of objects at a very small distance. The 
concave lens which I use, for example, represents to 
me the images of all remote objects at the distance 
of four inches ; it is impossible for me, however, to 
imagine that the sun, moon, and stars are so near : 
accordingly, we do not conclude that objects are 
where their images are found represented by glasses ; 
we believe this as little as we do the existence of 
objects in our eyes, though their images are painted 
there. You will please to recollect, that the esti- 
mation of the real distance and real magnitude of ob- 
jects depends on particular circumstances. 

The principal purpose of telescopes, then, is to 
increase, or multiply, the angle under which objects 
appear to the naked eye ; and the principal division of 
telescopes is estimated by the effect which they pro- 
cure. Accordingly, we say such a telescope ma^- 
fies five, another ten, another twenty, another thirty 
times, and so on. And here I remark, that pocket- 
glasses rarely magnify beyond ten times; but the 
usual telescopes employed for examining very dis- 
tant terrestrial objects magnify from Hoenty to thirty 
times, and their length amounts to six feet or more. 
A similar effect, though very considerable with 
regard to terrestrial objects, is a mere nothing with 
respect to the heavenly bodies, which require, an 
effect inconceivably greater. We have, accordingly, 
astronomical telescopes which magnify from 60 
to 200 times ; and it would be difficult to go further, 
as, according to the usual mode of constructing 
them, the greater the effect is the longer they 
become. A telescope that shall magnify 100 times 
must be at least 30 feet long : and one of 100 feet 
in length could scarcely magnify 200 times. You 
must be sensible, therefore, that the difPculty of 
pointing and managing such an unwieldy machine, 
must oppose insurmountable obstacles to pushing 
the ^experiment further. The famoua Hevelius, the 

Vol. II.— D d 
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«Btronomer at Dantzic, emi^oyed telescopes 2(M 
feet long ; but such instruments must undoubtedly 
have been very defective, as the same things are 
now discovered by instruments much shorter. 

This is a brief general description of telescopes, 
and of the different kinds of them, which it is of 
importance carefully to remark, before we enter into 
a detail of their construction, and of the manner in 
which two or more lenses are united, in order to 
produce all the different effects. 

QdJ^ebruary, 1762. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

Of Pocket-glasses, 

We have no certain information respecting the 
person to whom we are indebted for the discovery 
of the telescope : whether he were a Dutch artist, or 
an Italian of the name of Porta.* Whoever he was, 
it is almost one hundred and fifty years since small 
pocket-glasses were first constructed, composed of 
two lenses, of which the one was convex, and the 
other concave. To pure chance, perhaps, a disco- 
very of so much utility is to be ascribed. It was 
possible, without design, to place two lenses nearer 
to or farther from each other, till the object appeared 
distinctly. 

The convex lens PAP, Fig. 166 is directed towards 




* IT tlM t^IaKope was not aetnally invented by Reger Bacfntf or 
I^^mard DifMf they an lenat eonstmcted cdrobinatiDn« tf leiwoB tu»A 
flMmn which praduoed the stme eiltet.— JU. 
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the dbject^ and the eye is applied to the concave 
lens Q' B Q ; fdr which reason, the lens P A P is 
name4 the object-glass, and Q B Q the eye-glass. 
These itwo lenses are disposed on the same axis 
A B, perpendicular to both, and passing through their 
centres^ The focal distance of the convex lens 
PAP must be greater than that of the concave ; and 
the lenses must be disposed in such a manner, that 
if A F be the focal distance of the objective PAP, 
the focus df the eye-glass Q Q B must fall at the same 
point F ; accordingly, the interval between the lenses 
A and B is the difference between the focal dis- 
tances of the two lenses, A F being the focal distance 
of the object-glass, and B F that of the eye-glass. 
When the lenses are arranged, a person with good 
eyes will clearly see distant objects, which will ap- 
pear as many times greater as the line A F is greater 
than B F. Thus, supposing the focal distance of the 
6bject-glass to be six inches, and that of the eye- 
glass one inch, the object will be magnified six times, 
or Will appear und6r an angle six times greater than 
when viewed with the naked eye ; and, in this case, 
the interval between the lenses A, B will be five 
Inched, which is, at the same time, the length of the 
lnStt^lftient. There is no need to inform you that 
thB^twib lenses are cased ilia tube of the same 
len^h, though not thus represented in the figure. 
' Having istown in what mamfer the two lenses are 
to bej^in^d together, in order to produce a good 
iilstrument; two. things must be. explained to you: 
the one^ H^w these lenses come to represent objects 
disthictly ; amd tRe other. Why they .appear magni- 
fied as many times as the line A F exceeds the Tine 
B F. ' With respect to the first, it must be remarked, 
that a-^od eye -seed jobjects best, when they are so 
distant that thfe.i-kys which fall on the eye may be 
considered as parsdlel to 'each other. 

Let us consider, then, a* point Y, Fig, 167, in the 
object towards which the instrument is direeted^and 
en the supposition of. its being very distant, th^ ray^ 



tis 
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which fall on the object-glass PQ,0 A, Fig. 167. 
P Q, will be almost parallel to each 
other; accordingly, the object-glass, 
Q A Q, beinff a convex lens, will coll ect 
them in its focus F, so that these rays, 
being convei^ent, will not suit a good 
eye. But the concave lens at B, hav- 
ing the power of rendering the rays 
more divergent, or of diminishing their 
con vergency, will refract the rajrs Q R, 
Q R, so that they shall become parallel 
to each other ; that is, instead of meet- 
ing in the point F, they will assume the 
direction R S, R S, parallel to the axis 
B F. Thus a good eye, according to 
which the construction of these is 
always regulated, on receiving these 
parallel rays R S, B F, R S, will see 
the object distinctly, f he rays R S, R S become 
exactly parallel to each other, because Uie concave 
lens has its focus, or rather its point of dispersion, at F. 

You have only to recollect, that when parallel 
rays fall on a concave lens, they become divergent 
by refraction, so that being produced backward, they 
meet in the focus. This being laid down, we have 
only to reverse the case, and to consider the rays 
S R, S R, as falling on the concave lens : in this case 
it is certain they would assume the directions R Q, 
R Q, which produced backwards would meet in the 
point F, which is the common focus of the convex 
and concave lenses, Now it is a general law, that in 
whatever manner rays are refracted in their passage 
from one place to another, they must dways undergo 
the same refractions in returnnig from the last to the 
first. If, therefore, the refracted rays R Q, R Q 
correspond to the incident rays S R, S R ; then, re- 
ciprocally, the rays Q R, Q R, being the incident ones, 
the refracted rays will be R S and R S. 

The matter will perhaps appear in a clearer light 
stilL when I sav that concave lenses have the power 
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of renderingparallel those rays which, without the re- 
fraction, would proceed to their focus. You will plcasa 
carefully to attend to the following laws of refraction, 
which apply to both convex and concave lenses^ 



Fig. lea 




Fig. 1C9. 




Fig. 170. 




Fig. 171, 



1. By a convex 
lens, Fig. 168, paral- 
lel rays are rendered 
convergent. 



Convergent rays become 
still more so, . Fig. 169, and 
divergent less divergent. 



2. By a concave lens 
parallel rays are rendered 
divergent. Fig. 170. 



Divergent rays be- 
come still more diver- 
gent, Fig. 171, and 
convergent rays less 
convergent. 



All this is founded on the nature of refraction and 
the figure of the lenses, the discussion of which 
would require a very long detail ; but the two rules 
which 1 have now laid down contain all that is 
essential. It is abundantly evident, then, that when 
the convex and the concave lenses are so combined 
that they acquire a common focus at F, they will 
distinctly represent distant objects, because the 
parallelism of the rays is restored by the concave 
fens after the convex lens had rendered them con- 

Dd3 
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▼ergent. In other words, tbe nyn of very distaiit 
objects, being neirly parallel to each other, become 
coDTergent by a convex lens; and afterward, the 
concare lens destroys this convecgency, and again 
renders the* rays paraUaL to each other. 
6/A February, 1762. 



LETTER XC. 

On the magnifying Power of Pocket-glasses, 

Thk principal article respectinj^ telescopical in- 
struments remains still to be explained, namely, their 
effect in magnifying objects. I hope to place this in 
so clear a light as to remove everv difficulty in which 
the subject may be involved ; and for this purpose I 
shall comprise what I have to say in the following 
propositions. 

1. Let E <?, Fig. 172, be the object, Fig, 172. 
situated on the axis of the instrument, 
which passes perpendicularly through both 
lenses in their centres. This object E e 
must be coosidered as at an infinite dis- 
tance. 

2. If, then, the eye, placed at A, looks 
at this object, it will appear under the 
angle E A «, called its visual angle. It 
wiU, accordingly, be necessary to prove, 
that on looking at the same object through 
the glass it wiU appear under a greater 
angle, and exactly as many times greater 
as the focal distance of the object-glass 
PAP exceeds that of the eye-glass 
QBQ. 

3. As the effect of all lenses consists 
in representing the objects in another 
place, and with a certain magnitude, we 
nave only to examine the images which 

.4aaU be successively represented by the 
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two lenses, the last of which is die imioediate ob- 
ject of the sight of the persoA who looks through 
the instrument. 

4. Now, the object E e being infinitely distant from 
the convex lens PAP, its image will be represented 
behind the lens at Yfy so that A F shall be equal to 
the focal distance of the lens; and the magnitude 
of this image F / is determined by the straight line 
/ A e, drawn from the extremity of the object c, 
ihik)ugh the centre of the lens A, by wjiich we see 
that this image is inverted, and as many times 
smaller than the object as the distance A F is smaller 
than the distance A E. 

5. Again, this image F/ holds the place of the 
object relatively to the eye-glass Q B Q, as the rays 
which fall on this lens are precisely those which 
would almost form the image F/, but are intercepted 
in their progress by the concave lens Q B Q; so 
that this image is only imaginary : the effect, how- 
ever, is the same as if it were real. 

6. This image F jf, which we are now consider- 
ing as an object being at the focal distance of the 
lens Q B Q, will be transported almost to infinity 
by the refraction of this lens. The preceding figure 
marks this new image at G g^ whose distance A G 
must be conceived as infinite, and the ravs, refracted 
a second time by the lens Q B Q, will pursue the 
same direction as if they actually proceeded from 
the image G g. 

7. This second imaffe G g being, then, the object 
of the person who looks through the instrument, its 
magnitude falls to be considered. To this effect, 
as it is produced by the first image F/ from the 
refraction of the lens Q B Q, following the general 
rule, we have only to draw through the centre of 
the lens B a straight line, which shall pass through 
the point / of the first image, and that line will 
mark at g the extremity of the second image. 

8. Let the spectator now apply his eye to B ; 
and as the rays which it receives pursue the same 
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direction as if they actuaUy- proceeded from the 
image G e, it will appear to him under the angle 
GBg, which is greater than the angle E A e, under 
whicn the object E e appears to the naked eye. 

9. In order the better to compare these two an- 
gles, it is evident, first, that the angle £ A e is equal 
to the angle FA/, being vertical angles; for the 
same reason, the angle 6 B ^ is equal to the angle 
F B /, being vertical and opposite at the point B. 
It remains to be proved, therefore, that the angle 
F B / exceeds the angle F A / as many times as 
the Ime A F exceeds the line B /; the former of 
which, A F, is the focal distance of the object-glass, 
and the other, !B F, the focal distance of the eye- 
glass. 

10. In order to demonstrate this, we must have 
recourse to certain geometrical propositions respect- 
ing the nature of sectors. You will recollect that 
the sector is part of a circle contained between two 
radii C M and C N, Fig. 173, and jw. 173. 
an arch or portion of the circum- 
ference M N. In a sector, then, 
there are three things to be con- 
sidered : 1 . The radius of the circle, 
C M or C N ; 2. The quantity of 
the arch M N ; ». The angle M C N. 

11. Let us now consider two sec-^ 
tors, M G N and men, whose radii 
C M and c m are equal to each other; 
now it is demonstrated in the ele- 
ments of geometry, that the angles 
C and c have the same proportion 
to each other that the arches M N ^..--^ 
and m n have : in other words, the ' t<;^ ) 
angle C is as many times greater """"^^-^ 
than the angle c, as the arch M N is n^ 
greater than the arch m n; but, instead of this awk- 
ward mode of expression, we say that the angles C 

2?f ""l^^ proportional to the arches M N and m n. 
tne radii being equal 





POOKfiT-OlASSES. 321 

12. Let us likewise consider two sectors, M N 
and men, Fig. 174, whose p- ^ly^ 
angles C and c are equal to °' 
each other, but the radii un- 
equal : and it is demonstrated 
in geometry, that the arch M N ^i 
is as many times greater than t^* 
the arch m n, as the radius CM® 
is greater than the radius c m ; 
or, in geometrical language, 

the arches are in proportion to the radii, the angles 
being equal. The reason is obvious, for every arch 
contains as many degrees as its angle ; and the de- 
grees of a great circle exceed those of a small one 
as many times as the greater radius exceeds the 
«hialler. 

13. Finally, let us consider likewise the case 
when, as in the two sectors M C N and m c n, 
Fig. 175, the arches M N and m n are pig^ 175. 
equal ; but the radii C M and c m un- ^ 
equal. 

In this cas^, the angle C, which cor- 
responds to the greater radius C M, is 
the smaller, and the angle c, which cor- *r 
responds to the smaller radius c m, is »» 
the preater ; and this in the same pro- [^^ 
portion as the radii. That is, the angle \y^ 
c is as many times ereater than the '^ 
angle C as the radius C M is greater than the radius 
cm; or, to speak geometrically, the angles are re- 
ciprocally proportional to the radii, the arches being 
equal. 

14. This last proposition carries me forward to 
iny conclusion, after I have subjoined this remark, 
that when the angles are very small, as in the case 
of pocket-glasses, there is no sensible difference in 
the chords of the arches M N and m n, that is, of 
the straight lines M N and m n. 

15. Having made this remark, we return to Fig. 173 
<p. 318). The triangles F A / and F B / may be 
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considered as eectors, in which the arch F/ is the 
same in both. Conseqaently, the angle F B / ex- 
ceeds the angle F A / as often as the distance A F 
exceeds the distance B F. That is, the object K e 
will appear through the instrument under an angle 
as many times greater as the focal distance of the 
object-glass A F exceeds the focal distance of the 
eye-glass B F, which was the thing to be demoa- 
fitrated. 
Bth February f 1763. 



LETTER XCI. 

Defects of Pocket-glasses. Of the apparent Field, 

You must be sensible that no great adyantage is 
to be expected from such small instruments ; and it 
has already been remarked that they do not mag- 
nify objects above ten times.. Were the effect to be 
carried further, not only would the length become 
too great to admit of their being carried about in 
the pocket, but they would become subject to other 
and more essential defects. This has induced art- 
ists entirely to lay aside glasses of this sort, when 
superior effect is required. 

The principal of these defects is the smallness 
of the apparent field ; and this bads me to explain 
an important article relative to telescopes of every 
descnption. When a telescope is directed towards 
the heavens, or to very distant objects on the earth, 
the space discovered appears in the figure of a cir- 
cle, and we see those objects only which are included 
in that space; so that if you wished to examine 
other objects, the position of the instrument must 
be altered. This circular space, presented to the 
eye of the spectator, is denominated the apparent 
field, or, in one word, the field of the instrument ; 
Mid it is abundantly obyious, that it must be a gyeat 
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advantaffe to have a veiy large field, and that, on 
the con&ary< a small field is a very great inconve- 
nience in instruments of this sort. Let us suppose 
two telescopes directed towards the moon, by the 
one of whicn we can discover only the half of that 
luminary, whereas by the other we see her whole 
body, together with the neighbou'ring stars ; the field 
of this last is therefore much greater than that of 
the other. That which presents the greater field 
relieves us, not only from the trouble of frequently 
changing the position, but procures another very 
great advantage ; that of enabling us to compare, 
by viewing them at the same time, several parts of 
the object one with another. 

It is therefore one of the greatest perfections of 
a telescope to present a very ample field ; and it is 
accordingly a matter of much importance to mea- 
sure the field of every instrument. In this view, 
we are regulated by the heavens, and we determine 
the circular space seen through a telescope, by 
measuring its diameter in degrees and minutes. 
Thus, the apparent diameter of the full moon being 
about half a degree, if a telescope takes in the moon 
only, we say that the diameter of its field is half a 
degree ; and if you could see at once oiily the half 
of the moon, the diameter of the field would be the 
quarter of a degree. 

The measurement of angles, then, furnishes the 
means of measuring the apparent field ; besides, the 
thing is sufficiently clear of itself. Supposing we 
could see through the insirnmentA B, fSg. 176, only 
the space POP, and jxg. j-g^ 

the objects which it p •»• • 

contains; this space /^""^-^^^^^ a b 

being a circle, its / ^''--.^^^ /r^~'~~^ff S^ 

diameter will be the "| ---^jc K ^ 

line POP, whose mid- . 
die point O is in the 
^i« of thelnstlrument. 
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Drawingt th6veft>re, firom the extremities P P 
the •traight lines P C, P C, the ang^e P C P will 
express the diameter of the apparent field; and 
the half of this angle, O C P, is denominated the 
semi-diameter of the apparent field of such an in- 
strument. You will perfectly comprehend the 
meaning, then, when it is said that the diameter of 
the apparent field of such an instrument is one de- 
gree, that of another two degrees^ and so on; as 
also when it is maiked by minutes, as 30 minutes, 
which make half a degree, or 15 minutes, which 
make the fourth pairt of a degree. 

But in order to form a rigM judgment of the yalue 
of a telescope, with respect to the apparent fields 
we must likewise attend to the magnifying power 
of the instrument. It may be remarked in general, 
that the more a telescope magnifies, the smaller, of 
necessity, must be the apparent field ; these are the 
bounds which nature herself has prescribed. Let 
us suppose an instrument which should magnify 100 
times ; it is evident that the diameter of the field 
could not possibly be so much as two degrees ; f<»r, 
as this space would appear 100 times greater, it 
would resemble a space of two hundred degrees ; 
greater, of consequence, than the whole visible 
heavens, which, from the one extremity to the other, 
contain only 180 degrees, and of which we can see 
but the half at most at once, — ^that is, a circular space 
of 90 degrees in diameter. From this you see, that 
a telescope which magnifies 100 times could not 
contain a field of so much as one degree ; for this, 
degree multiplied 100 times would give more than 
90 degrees ; and that, accordingly, a telescope which 
magnified 100 times would be excellent, if the diame- 
ter of its field were somewhat less than one degree ; 
and the very nature of the instrument admits not 
of a greater effect. 

But another telescope which should magnif}^ only 
10 tunes would be extremely defective, if it dis* 
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covered a field of only one degree in diameter; as 
this field magnified 10 times would give a space of 
no more than 10 djBgrees in the heavens, which 
would be a small matter, by setting too narrow 
bounds to our view. We should have good reason, 
then, to reject such an instrument altogether. Thus 
it would be very easy, with respect to the apparent 
field, to form a judgment of the excellence or de- 
fectiveness of instruments of this sort, when the 
effect is taken into consideration. For when it 
magnifies only 10 times, it may fairly be conjectured 
that it discovers a field of 9 degrees ; as 9 degrees 
taken 10 times give 90 degrees, a space which our 
sight is capable of embracing : and if th« diameter 
of its field were only 5 degrees ot less^ this would 
be an instrument very defective indeed. Now, I 
shall be able to demonstrate, that if a telescope 
were to be constructed such as I have been de- 
scribing, which should magnify more than 10 times, 
it would be liable to this defect : the apparent field 
multiplied by the magnifying power would be very 
considerably under 90 degrees, and would not even 
show the half. But when a small effect is aimed 
at, this defect is not so sensible ; for if such an in- 
strument magnifies only 5 times, the diameter of its 
field is about 4 degrees, which magnified 6 times 
contains a space of 20 degrees, with which we have 
reason to be satisfied : but if we wished to magnify 
25 tiroes, the diameter of the field would be only 
half a degree, which taken 25 times would give 
little more than 12 degrees, which is too little* 
When, therefore, we would magnify very much, a 
different arrangement of lenses must be employed^ 
which I shall afterward explain. 
13th February, 1762. • 
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LETTER XCn. 

Determinatum of the apparent Field for Pocket^ 

Glasses, 

To ascertain the apparent field being of very- 
great importance in the construction of telescopes^ 
I proceed to \he application of it to the small 
glasses which I kave been describing. 

The lens PAP, P^. 173 (p. 318), is the object-gktscs 
Q B Q the eye-glass, Mid the straight line £ F the axis 
of the instrument in \^hich is seen, at a rery greal 
distance, through \he mstrument, the object E e, 
under the angle £ A «, wMch represents the semi- 
diameter of the apparent field, for it extends as 
far on the other side downwards. The point E, 
then, is the centre of the ipace seen through the 
instrument, the radius of wmch, E A, as it passes 
perpendicularly through both lenses» und^goes no 
refraction ; and .in order that this ray may have 
admission into the eye,t^ eye must be fixed some- 
where on the axis of the instrument B F, behind 
the eye-glass, so that the centre of the pupil shall 
be in the line B F ; and this is a general rule for 
every species of telescope. Let us now consider 
the visible extremity of the object e, whose rays 
exactly fill the whole opening of the object-glass 
PAP; but it will be sufficient to attend only to the 
ray E A, which p^ses through the centre of the 
object-glass A, as the others surround, and little 
more than strengthen this ray : so that if it is ad- 
mitted into thb eye, the others, or at least a con- 
siderable part of them, find admission likewise ; aad 
if this ray is not admitted into the eye, though per- 
haps some of the others may enter, they are too 
feeble to excite an impression sufficiently powerfuL 
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Hence this may be laid down as a rule, that the ex- 
treniity e pf the object is seen only so far as tlje ray 
e A, after having passed through the two lenses, is 
admitted into the eye. 

We must therefore carefully examine the direc- 
tion of this ray e A. Now, as it passes through the 
centre of the object-glass A, it undergoes no refrac- 
tion; conformably to the rule laid down from the 
beginning, that rays passing through the centre of 
any lens whatever are not diverted from their direc- 
tion, that is, undergo no refraction. This ray, e A, 
therefore, after having passed through the object- 
glass, would continue in the same direction, to meet 
the other rays issuing from the same point e, to the 
point/ of the image represented by the object-glass 
at f/, the point / being the image of the point e 
of the object ; but the ray meeting at m, the concave 
lens, but not in its centre, will be diverted from that 
direction ; and instead of terminating in /, will as- 
sume the direction m n, more divergent from B F, it 
being the natural effect of concave lenses to render 
rays always more divergent. In order to ascertain 
this new direction m n, you will please to recollect 
that the object-glass represents the object E e in an 
inverted position at F/, so that A F is equal to the 
focal distance of this lens, which transports the ob- 
ject £ ^ to F /. Then this image F/ occupies the 
place of the object with respect to the eye-glass 
Q B Q, which, in its turn, transports that image to 
G ^, whose distance B G must be as great as that 
of the object itself: and for this effect, it is neces- 
sary to place the eye-glass in such a manner that 
the interval B F shall be equal to its focal distance. 

As to the magnitude of these images, the first F/ 
k determined by the straight line e A/, drawn from 
e through the centre A of the first lens ; and the 
other G ^by the straight line/B f, drawn from the 
point / through the centre B of the second lens« 
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This being laid down, the ray A m directed towards 
the point / is refracted, and proceeds in the direc- 
tion m n ; and this line m n, being produced liack- 
wards, will pass through the point g, for m n has the 
same effect in the eye as if it actually proceeded 
from the point g. Now, as this line m n retires far- 
ther and farther from the axis B F, where the centre 
of the pupil is, it cannot enter into the eye, unless 
the opening of the pupil extends so far; and if the 
opening of the pupil were reduced to nothing, 
the ray m n woula be excluded from the eye, and 
the point e of the object could not be visible, nor 
even any other point of the object out of the axis 
A F. There would, therefore, be no apparent field, 
and nothing would be seen through such an instru- 
ment except the single point E of the object, which 
is in its axis. It is evident, then, that a telescope 
of this sort discovers no field but as far as the pupil 
expands ; so that in proportion as the expansion of 
the pupil is greater or less, so likewise the appa* 
rent field is great or small. In this case the point e 
will therefore be still visible to the eye if the small 
interval B m docs not exceed half the diameter of 
the eye, that the ray m n may find admission into it ; 
but in this case, likewise, the eye must be brought 
as close as possible to the eye-glass : for as the ray 
m n removes from the axis F B, it would escape the 
pupil at a greater distance. 

Now it is easy to determine the apparent field 
which such an instrument would discover on the 
eye-glass : you have only to take the interval B m 
equal to the semi-diameter of the pupil, and to draw 
through that point m, and the centre of the object- 
glass A, the straight line m A c ; then this line will 
mark on the object the extremity e, which will be 
still visible through the instrument, and the angle 
E A e will give the semi-diameter of the apparent 
field. Hence you will easily judge, that whenever 
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tbe distance of the lenses A B exceeds some inches, 
the angle B A m must become extremely small,, ^s 
the line or the distance B m is but about the twen- 
tieth part of an inch. Now if it were intended to 
magnify very much, the distance of the lenses must 
become considerable, and the consequence would 
be that the apparent field must become extremely 
small. The structure of the human eye, then, sets 
bounds to telescopes of this description, and obliges 
us to have recourse to others of a different construc- 
tion whenever We want to produce very considerable 
effects. 

16^ February, 1763. 



LETTER XCIII. 

Astronamicai TtlescopeSy and their magnifying Power, 

I PROCEED to the second species of telescopes, 
called astronomical, and remark, that they consist 
of only two lenses, like those of the first species ; 
with this difference, that in the construction of asitro- 
nomical telescopes, instead of a concave eye-glass, 
we employ a convex one. 
- The object-glass PAP, Fig. 177, is, as in the other 

. Fig, 177. 




species, convex, whose focus being at F, we place, 
on the same axis a smaller convex lens Q Q, in such 
a manner that its focus shall likewise fall on the 
same point F. Then placing the eye at 0, so that 
theiliatance B shall be nearly equal to the focal 
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distance of the eye-glass Q Q, you will see objects 
distinctly, and magnified as many times as the focal 
distance of the object-glass A F shatt exceed that of 
the eye-glass BF: but it is to be remarked that 
every object will appear in an inverted position ; so 
that if the instrument were to be pointed towards a 
house, the roof would appear undermost, and' the 
ground-floor uppermost. As this circumstance 
would be awkward in viewing terrestrial objects, 
which we never see in an inverted situation, the 
use of this species of telescopes is confined to the 
heavenly bodies, it being a matter of indifference in 
what direction they appear ; it is sufiKcient to the 
astronomer to know that what he sees uppermost is 
really undermost, and reciprocally. Nothing, how- 
ever, forbids the appUcation of such telescopes to ter- 
restrial objects ; the eye soon becomes accustomed 
to the inverted position, provided the object is seen 
distinctly, and very much majgnified. 

Having given this description, three things fall to 
be demonstrated : first, that by this arrangement of 
the lenses objects must appear distinctly ; secondly, 
that they must appear magnified as many times as 
the focal distance of the object-glass exceeds that 
of the eye-glass, and in an inverted position ; and 
thirdly, that the eye must not be applied close to fhe 
eye-glass, as in the first species, but must be removed 
to nearly the focal distance of the ocular. 

1. As to the first, it is demonsti^ated in the same 
manner as in the preceding case : the rays eJP, e P, 
which are parallel before they enter into the object- 

flass, meet by refraction in the focui^ of this lens at 
' ; the eve-glass must, of course, restore the paral- 
lelism of these rays, and distinct vision requires 
that the rays proceeding from every point should 
be nearly parallel to each other when they enter the 
eye. Now, the eye-'giass, having ijts focus at F, is 
placed in such a manner as to render the rays F M, 
F M, by the refraction, parallel, and consequently 
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Fig. 178. 




the eye will receive the rays N o, N <?, parallel to 
each other. 

2. With respect to the second article, letlis consider 
the object at E e^Fig. 178, but so that 
the distance £ A shall be almost in- 
finite. The image of this vObject, 
represented by the object-glass, will 
therefore be F/, situated at the fo- 
cal distance of that lens A F, and 
determined by the straight line e A/, 
drawn through the centre of the 
lens. This image F/, which is in- 
verted, occupies the place of the 
object with respect to the eye-glass, 
and beii^ in its focus, the second 
image will be again removed to an 
infinite distance by the refraction 
of this lens, and will fall, for exam- 
ple, at G £-, the distance A G being 
considered as. infinite, like that of 
A E. Now, in order to determine the magnitude of 
this image, you have only to draw through the centre 
B of the lens, and the extremity^ of the first image, 
the straight line Bfg. Now this second image G^ 
hieing the immediate object of vision to the person 
who looks through the telescope, it is evident at 
once that this representation is inverted, and, as it 
is infinitely distant, will appear under an angle 
G B ^. But the object itself E e will appear to the 
naked eye under the angle E A e : now you are sen- 
sible, without being reminded, that it is indifferent 
to take the points A and B, in order to have the 
visual angles E A e and G B ^, on account of the 
infinite distance of the object. You now see here, 
as in the preceding case, that the triangles F A /and 
F B/may be considered as circular sectors, the line 
F/ measuring the arch Of both ; and the angles them- 
selves being so very small, ilo sensible mistake can 
be committed in taking the diord for the arch. As, 
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then, the radii of these two sectors are the lines A E 
and B F, the arches being equal to each other, it 
follows, as was formerl;^ demonstrated, that the 
angles FA/ (or, which is the same thing, E A «) 
and F B/ (or, which is the same thing, 6 S ^) have 
the same proportion to each other> that the radii 
B F and A F have. Therefore, the angle OB g, 
under which the object is seen through the telescope, 
as many times exceeds tiie angle E A <, under which 
the object is seen by the nak^ eye, as the line A F 
exceeds the line B F ; which was the second point 
to be demonstrated. I am under the necessity of 
deferring the demonstration of my third proposition 
till next post. 
90th February, 1768. 



LETTER XCIV. 
Of the apparent Fields and the Place of the Eye. 

Ik fulfilling my engagement respecting the third 
particular proposed, namely, to determine the place 
of the eye behind the telescope, I remark that this 
subject 18 most intimately connected with the appa- 
rent field, and that ,it is precisely the field which 
obliges us to keep the eye fixed, at the proper dis- 
tance ; for if it were to be Drought closer, or removed 
farther off, we should no longer discover so large a 
field. 

The extent of the field being an article of such 
importance, indeed so essential, in all telescopes, it 
must be of eaual importance to determine exactly 
the place of tne eye from which the largest field iS' 
discoverable. If the eye were to be applied close to 
the eye-glass, we should have nearly the same field 
as we have with the pocket-glass, which becomes 
insufferably small whenever the magnifying power 
is considerable. It is therefore a vast advantage to 
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astronomical telescopes, that by withdrawing the' 
eye from the eye-glass the apparent field increases 
to a certain extent ; and it is precisely this which 
renders such telescopes susceptible of prodigious 
magnifying powers, whereas those of the first species 
are in this respect extremely limited. You know 
that with the astronomical telescope, the magnifying 
power has been carried beyond two hundr^ times, 
which gives them an inconceivable superiority over 
those of the first species, which can scarcely magnify 
ten times ; and the trifling inconvenience of the in- 
verted position is infinitely overbalanced by an ad- 
vantage, so very great. 

I will endeavour to put this important article in 
the clearest light possible. 

1. The object E e, Fig, 179, being in- Fig. 179 

finitely distant, let e be its extremity, y^ —jcr. 

still visible through the telescope, whose 
lenses are PAP and Q B Q, fitted on 
the common axis £ A B ; it falls to 
be attentively considered what direc- 
tion will be pursued by the single ray 
which passes from the extremity e 
of the- object, through the centre A 
of the object-glass. You will recollect 
that the other rays, which fall from the 
point € on the object-glass, only accom- 
pany and strengthen the ray in question 
e A, which is the principal with respect 
to vision. 

2. Now this ray e A, passing through the centre 
of the lens P P, will undergo no refraction, but will 
pursue its direction in the straight line A fm^ and 
passing through the extremity of the image F /, 
will fjdl on the eye-glass at the point m ; and here 
it is to be observed, that if the size of the eye-glass 
had not extended so far as the point m, this ray 
would never have reached the eye, aQd the point e 
would have been invisible. That is to say, it would 
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be necessary to take the extremity e nearer to the 
axis, in order that the ray A/m may meet ^e eye- 
glus. 

3. Now this ray A m will be refracted by the eye- 
riass in a way which it is very easy to discover. 
We have only to consider the second image G g\ 
though infinitely distant, it is sufficient to know that 
the straight line B/ produced will pass through the 
extremity g of the second image G g^ which is the 
immediate object of vision. Having remarked this, 
the refracted ray must assume the direction n O, and 
this produced passes through g<, 

4. As, therefore, the two lines n and By* meet 
at an infinite distance at g, thev may be considered 
as parallel to each other ; and hence we acquire an 
easier method to determine the position of the re- 
fracted ray n O : you have only to draw it parallel 
to the line B/. 

5. Hence it is clearly evident that the ray n O wiU 
somewhere meet the axis of the telescope at O, and 
as usually, when the magnifying power is great, the 
point F is much nearer to the lens Q Q than to the 
tens P P, the distance B m will be somewhat greater 
than the image Yf\ and as the line n O is parallel 
to/B, the line B will be nearly eaual to BF, that 
is, to the focal distance of the eye-glass. 

6. If, then, the eye is placed at 0, it will receive, 
not oidy the rays which proceed from the middle of 
the object E, but those likewise which proceed from 
the extremity e, and consequently those also which 
proceed from every point of the object; the ey^ 
would even receive at once the rays B and n 0, 
even supposing the pupil infinitely contracted. In 
this case, therefore, the apparent field does not de- 
pend on the largeness of the aperture of the pupil, 
provided the eye be placed at ; but the moment it 
recedes from this pomt, it must lose considerably in 
the apparent field. 

> 7. Ii the point m were not in Uie extremity of the 
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eye-glass, it would transmit rays still more remote 
from the axis, and the telescope would, of course, 
^scover a larger field. In order, then, to determine 
the real apparent field which the telescope is capable 
of discovering, let there be drawn, from the centre 
A of the object-glass, to the extremity m of the 
eye-glass, the straight line A m, which, produced to 
the object, will marK at e the visible extremity ; and 
consequently the angle £ A e, or, which is the same 
thing, the angle B A m, will give the semi-diameter 
of the apparent field, which is consequently greats 
in proportion as the extent of the eye-glass is 
greater. 

8. As, then, in the first species of telescopes, the 
apparent field depended entirely on the aperture of 
the pupil, and as in this case it depends entirely on 
the aperture of the eye-glass, there is an essential 
difference between these two species of instruments, 
greatly in favour of the latter. . The figure which I 
have employed in demonstrating this last article re- 
specting the place of the eye and the apparent field, 
may greatly assist us in the elucidation of the pre- 
ceding articles. 

If you will be so good as to reflect, that the object- 
glass transports the object E e to F/, and that the 
eye-glass transports it from F jT to G^, this image 
G^, being very distant from the immediate object of 
vision, ought to be seen distinctly, as a good eye re- 
quires a great distance in order to see thus. This 
was the first article. 

As to the second, it is evident at first sight, that 
as instead of the real image E e, we see through the 
telescope the image G^, it must be inverted. Finally, 
this image is seen by the eye placed at under the 
ajigle G ^, or B n, whereas the object itself E e 
appears to the naked eye under the angle E A e : the 
telescope, therefore, magnifies as many times as the 
angle B n is greater than the angle £ A e. Now, 
as the line n is parallel to B/, the angle B n is 
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equal to the angle TBf, and the angle IE A e is equal 
to its opposite and vertical angle FA/; hence the 
magnifying power must be estimated from the pro- 
portion between the angles F B/ and F A f; accord- 
ingly, as the angle F B/ contains the angle F A fas 
often as the hne A F, that is, the focal distance of the 
object-glass, contains the line B F, that is, the focad 
distance of the eye-glass, the magnifying power will 
be therefore expressed by the proportion of these 
two distances. This is proof sufficient that the ele- 
ments of geometry may be successfully employed 
in researches of quite a different nature-— a renectioa 
not unpleasing to the mathematician. 
23d February, 1763. 



LETTER XCV. 

Determination of the magnifying Power oif Asironom*' 
cal Telescopes, and the Construction of a Telescope 
which shall magnify Objects a given Number of Times, 

You now have it clearly ascertained, not only how 
many times a proposed instrument will magnify, 
but what is the mode of constructing a telescope 
which shall magnify as many times as may be 
wished. In the first case, you have only to measure 
the focal distance of both lenses, the object-glass as 
well as the eye-glass, in order to discover how much 
the one exceeds the other. This is performed by 
division, and the quotient indicates the magnifying 
power. 

Having, then, a telescope, the focal distance of 
whose object-glass is two feet, and that of the eye- 
glass one inch, it .is only necessary to inquire how 
ojften one inch is Contained in two feet. Every one 
knows that a foot contains twelve inches ; two feet 
accordingly contain twenty-four inches, which are to 
be divided by one. But whatever number we divide 
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Wohe Hie quotient is always equal to the dividend ; 
if, then, it is asked, how often one inch is contained 
in twenty-four inches, the answer, without hesitation, 
is, twenty-four times; consequently, such a tele- 
scope magnifies twenty-four times', that is, represents 
distant objects in the same manner as if they were 
twenty-four times greater than they really are ; in 
other words, you would see them through such a 
telescope under an angle twenty-four times greater 
than by the naked eye. 

Let us suppose another astronomical telescope, 
the focal distance of whose object-glass is thirty-two 
feet, and that of the eye-glass three inches. Yon 
see at once that these two lenses must be placed at 
the distance of thirty-two feet ^nd three inches from 
each other ; for, in all astronomical telescopes, the 
distance of the lenses must be equal to the sum of 
the two focal distances, as has been already demon- 
strated. 

To find, then, how many times a telescope of the 
above description magnifies, we must divide thirty- 
two feet by three inches ; and, in order to this, re- 
duce these thirty-two feet into inches, by multiplying 
them by twelve : 

32 this produces 384 inches ; and these again 

12 divided by three, the focal distance, in inches, 

3)384 of the eye-^ass, gives a quotient of 128, 

-J2Q which indicates that the proposed telescope 
magnifies 128 times, which must be allowed 
to be very considerable. 

Reciprocally, therefore, in order to construct a 
telescope which shall magnify a given number of 
times, say 100, we must employ two convex lenses, 
the focal distance of the one of which shall be 100 
times greater than that of the other ; in this case the 
one will give the object-glass, and the other the eye- 
glass. These must afterward be fitted on the same 
axis, so that their distance shall be equal to the sum 
of the two focal distances ^ that is, they must be fixed 

Vol. II.— F f 
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in atabe of this length, and then the eye being placed 
behind the e]^e*gl2^, at its focal di^ance, will see 
objectr magnified 100 times. 

This arrangement may be varied without end, by 
aasnming an eye-glass at pleasure, and adapting to 
it an object-glass whose focal distance shaU be 100 
times greater. Thus, taking an eye-glass of one 
inch focus, the object-glaite must be of 100 inches 
focus, and the distance o[ the lenses 101 inches. Or, 
taking an eye-glass of 2 inches focus, the object- 
^ass must have its focus at the distance of 300 
inches, and the distance of the lenses will be 30S 
inches. If you were to take an eye-glass of 3 inches 
focus, the focal distance of the object-glass must be 
300 inches, and the distance of the lenses from each 
other 303 inches. And if you were to take an eye-, 
glass of 4 inches focus, the object-glass must have 
a focal distance of 400 inches, and the distance of 
the two lenses 404 inches, and so on, the instrument 
always increasing in . length. If, on the contrary, 
you were to assume an eye-glass of only half an 
mch focus, the object-glass must have a focal dis- 
tance of 100 half-mches, that is, of 50 inches, and 
the distance between the lenses would only be 50 
inches and a hsdf, which is little more than foar feet. 
And if an eye-glass of a quarter of an inch focus 
were to be employed, the object-glass would require 
a focal distance of only 100 quarters of an inch, or 
35 inches, and the distance between the two lenses 
35 inches and a quarter, that is little more than two 
feet. 

Here, then, are several methods of producing the 
same effect, that of magnifying 100 times ; ^3d if 
every thing else were equal, we should not hesitate- 
about giving the preference to the last, as being the 
shortest : for here the telescope, being reduced to 
little more than two feet, would be more manageable 
than one much longer. 

No one, then, would hesitate about preferring the 
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shortest telescopes, provided all other circumstances 
were the same, and all the different species repre- 
sented objects in the same degree of pertection. But 
though they all possess the same magnifying power, 
the representation is by no means equally clear and 
distinct. That of two feet in length certainly mag- 
nifies 100 times, as well as the others ; but on look- 
ing through such a telescope, objects will appear not 
only darE, but blunt and confused, which is un- 
doubtedly a very great defect. The last telescope 
but one, whose object-glas^ is 50 inches focus, is less 
subject to these defects: but the dimness and con- 
fusion are still insupportable; and these defects 
diminish in proportion as we employ greater object- 
glasses, and are reduced to ahnost nothing on em- 
ploying an object-glass of 300 inches, with an eye- 
glass of 3 inches focus. On increasing these mea- 
surements, the representation becomes still clearer 
and more distinct ; so that in this respect long tele- 
scopes are preferable to short, though otherwise less 
commodious. This circumstance imposes on me a 
new task, that of further explaining two very essen- 
tial articles in the theory of telescopes: the one re- 
spects the clearness, or degree of light in which ob- 
jects are seen ; and the other the distinctness and 
accuracy of expression with which they are repre- 
sented. Without these two qualities, all magnifying 
power, however great, procures no advantage for the 
contemplation of objects. 
J27M February^ 1763. 



LETTER XCVI. 

Degree of Clearness. 

In order to form a judgment of the degree of clear- 
ness in which objects are represented by the tele- 
scope, I shall recur to the same principles which I en- 
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deavonred to elttcidate in treating^ the same subject 
with reference to the microscope. 

And, first, it must be considered, that in this re- 
search it is not proposed to determine the degree 
of light resident in objects themselves, and which 
may be very different, not only in different bodies, 
as being in their nature more or less luminous, but 
in the same body, according as circumstances vary. 
The same bodies, when illuminated by the sun, have 
undoubtedly more light than when the sky is over- 
cast, and in the night their light is wholly extin- 
guished ; but different' bodies illuminated may differ 
greatly in point of brightness,, according as their 
colours are more or less lively. We are not inquir- 
ing, then, into that light or bnghtness which resides 
in objects themselves ; but, be it strong or faint, we 
say that a telescope represents the object in perfect 
clearness, when it is seen through the instrument as 
clearly as by the naked eye ; so that if the object be 
dim, we are not to expect that the telescope. should 
represent it as clear, v 

Accordingly, in respect of clearness, a telescope 
is perfect when it represents the object as clearly 
as it appears to the naked eye. This takes place, as 
in the microscope, when the whole opening of the 
pupil is filled with the rays which proceed from 
every point of the object^ after being transmitted 
through the telescope. If a telescope furnishes 
rays sufiicient to fill the whole opening of the pupil, 
no greater degree of clearness need be desired; and 
supposing it could supply rays in greater profusion, 
this would be entirely useless, as the same quantity 
precisely, and no more, could find admission into 
the eye. 

Here, then, attention must be paid chiefly to the 
aperture of the pupil, which, being variable, prevents 
our laying down a fixed rule, unless we regulate our-> 
selves according to a certain given aperture, which 
is sttflScient, when the pupil, in a state of the greatest 
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contraction, is filled with rays ; and for this puipose 
the diameter of the pupil is usually supposed to be 
one line^ twelve of which make an inch ; we some^ 
times satisfy ourselves with even the half of this, 
allowing^ to the diameter of the pupil only half aline, 
and in some cases still less. 

If you will please to consider that the li^t of the 
sun exceeds that of the moon 200,000 times, thouf^h 
even that of the moon is by nO means inconsiderable, 
you will bd sensible that a small diminution in point 
of clearness can be of no great consequence |n the 
contemplation of obyects. Having premised this, all 
tiiat remains is to examine the rays which the tele- 
scope transmits into the eye, and to compare them 
with the pupil ; and it will be sufficient to isonsider 
the rays which proceed from a single point of the 
object, that, for example, which is in the axis of the 
telescope. 

1. The object, being infinitely distant, the rays 
which faU from it on the surface of the object-glass 
PAP, Fig, 180, are parallel to each other : all the 



Fig, 180. 
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rays, then, which come from the centre of the ob- 
ject will be contained within the lines L P, L P, 
parallel to the axis E A. All these rays taken to- 
gether are denominated the pencil of rays which fall 
on the object-glass, and the breadth of this pencil is 
equdi to the extent or aperture of the object-glass, 
the diameter of '^^hich is P A P, 
^ 2. This pencil of rays is changed by the refrac- 
tion of the object-glass into a conical or pointed 
Bgure P F P, and having crossed at the focus F, it 

Ff9 
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forais a new cone m F m, terminated by the eye- 
glass ; hence it is erident that the base of this cone 
m m is as many times smaller than the breadth of 
the pencil P P, as the distance F B is shorter than 
the aistance A F. 

3. Now these rays F m, F m, on passing* through 
the eye-g^ss Q B Q, become again parallel to each 
other, and form the pencil of rays no, no, which 
enter into the eye, and there depict the image of 
the point of the object whence they originally pro- 
ceeded. 

4. The question, then, resolves itself into the 
breadth of this pencil of rays no, no, which enter 
into the eye ; for if this breadth n n or o o is equal 
to or greater than the opening of the pupil, it will 
be filled with them, and the eye will enjoy all pos- 
sible clearness : that is, the object will seem as clear 
as it you were to look at it with the unassisted eye. 

5. But if this pencil nn, o o were of much less 
breadth than the diameter of the pupil, it is evident 
that the representation must become so much more 
obscure ; which would be a great defect in the tele- 
scope. In order to remedy it, the pencil must there- 
fore be at least half a line in breadth ; and it would 
be still better to haveit a whole line in breadth, this 
being the usual aperture of the pupil. 

6. It is evident that the breadth of this second 
pencil has a certain relation to that of the first, which 
it is very easy to determine. You have only to 
settle how many times the distance n.n or m m is less 
than the distance P P, which is the aperture of the 
object-^lass. But the distance P P is in the same 
proportion to the distance m m, as the distance A F 
to the distance B F, on which the magnifying power 
depends ; accordingly, the magnifying power itself 
discovers how many times the pencil L P, L P^is 
broader than the pencil no, n o, which enters into 
the eye. 
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7. Since, then, the hreadth nn or o o must be one 
line, at least half a line, the aperture of the object- 
glass P P must at least contain as many half -lines 
as the magnifying power indicates ; thus, when the 
telescope is to magnify 100 times, the aperture of its 
object-glass must have a diameter of 100 half-lines, 
or 60 lines, which make 4 inches and 2 lines. * 

8. You see, then, that in order to avoid obsciurity, 
the aperture of the object-glass must be greater in 
proportion as the magnifying power is greater. 
And, consequently, if thie object-glass employed is 
not susceptible of such an aperture, the telescope 
will be d(bfective in respect of clearness of repre- 

.-aentation. 

Hence it is abundantly evident, that in order to 
smagnify very greatly it is impossible to employ small 
object-glasses, whose focal distance is too short, as 
:A lens formed by the arches of small circles cannot 
jfhave a great aperture. 

1st March, IteQ, 
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Aperture of Object-glasses, 

You have now seen that the magnifying power 
determines the size or extent of the object-glass, 
in order that objects may appear with a sufficient 
degree of clearness. This determination respects 
only the size or aperture of the object-glass ; how- 
ever, the focal distance is affected by it likewise, for 
the larger the lens is the greater must be its focal 
distance. 

The reason of this is evident, a^ in order to form a 
lens whose focal distance is, for example j two inches, 
its two surfaces must be arches of a circle whose ra- 
dius is likewise about two .inches. I have therefore 




344 AFBRTUHB OF OBJEGT-^tJLSSSS. 

represented, Fig. 181, two lenses P and Q, . 
the arches of imch are described with a Fig. 181. 
radius of two inches. ^ The lens P, being 
the thicker, is much greater than the lens 
Q ; but Lshall demonstrate afterward that 
thick lenses are subject to other incon- p| 
veniences, and these so great as to oblige 
us to lay them altogether aside. The lens 
Q, then, will be found ^ more adapted for 
use, being composed of 'smaller arches of 
the same circle; and as its focal distance is two 
inches,' its extent or aperture m n may scarcely ex- 
ceed one inch. Hence this may be laid down as a 
general rule, that the focal distance of a lens must 
always l^ twice greatet than the diameter of its 
aperture m n ; that is, the aperture of a lens must 
of necessity be smaller than half the focal distance. 

Having remarked, then, that in order to magnify 
100 times, the aperture of the object-glass must 
exceed 4 inches, it ibllows that the focal distance 
must exceed 8 inches ; I shall presently demonstrate 
that the double is not sufficient, and that the focal 
distance of this lens must be increased beyond 300 
inches. The distinctness of the expression of the 
image requires this great/increase, as shall afterward 
be shown : I satisfymyself with remarking, at pres- 
ent, that with regard to the geometrical figure of the 
lens, the aperture cannot be greater than half its 
focal distance. 

Here, therefore, I shall go somewhat more into 
the detail respectinff the aperture of the object-i^lass, 
which every magniiying power requires ; and I re- 
mark,, first, that though a sufficient degree of clear- 
ness requires an aperture of four inches, when th^ 
telescope is to jnagnify 100 times, we satisfy our- 
selves, in astronomical instruments, with one of three 
inches, the diminution of clearness being sqarcely 
perceptible. Hence artists have laid it down as a 
rule, that in order to magnify 100 times, the aperture 
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ot the object-i^lass must be three inches ; and for 
other magnifying: powers in that proportion. Thus, 
in order to magnify 50 times, it is sufficient that the 
aperture of the object-glass be an inch and a half ; 
to magnify 25 times, three-quarters of an inch suf- 
fice, and so of other powers. 

Hence yre see that for small magnifying powers a 
very small aperture of the object-glass is sufficient, 
and that, consequently, a moderate focal distance 
may answer. But if you wished to magnify 200 
times, the aperture of the object-glass must be six 
inches, or half a foot, which requires a very large 
lens, whose focal distance must exceed even 100 feet, 
in order to obtain a distinct and exact expression: 
For this reason, great magnifying powers require 
very long telescopes,' at least according to the usual 
arrangement of lenses which I have explained. But 
for some time past artists have been successfully 
employing themselves ih diminishing this excessive 
length. The aperture of the object-glass, however, 
must follow the rule laid down, as clearness neces- 
sarily depends on it. 

Were you desirous, therefore, of constructing a 
telescope which should magnify 400 times, the aper- 
ture of the object-glass must be twelve inches, or a 
foot, let the focal distance be rendered as i^mall as 
you will : and if you wished to magnify 4000 times, 
the aperture of the object-glass must b^ ten feet, — a 
very great size indeed, and too much so for any 
artist to execute ; and this is the principal reason 
why we can never hope to carry the magnifying 
power so far, unless some great prince would be at 
the expense of providing and executing lenses of 
such magnitude ; and, ^er all, perhaps they would 
not succeed. 

A telescope, however, which should magnify 4000 
times, would discover many wonderful things in the 
heavens. The moon would appear 4000 times larger 
than to the naked eye ; in other words, we should 
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see her as if she were 4000 times nearer to us than 
she is. Let us inquire, then, to what a degree we 
mi^ht be able to distinguish the different bodies 
which she may contain. The distance of the moon 
from the earth is calculated to be 340,000 English 
miles, the 4000dth part of which is 60 miles : such a 
telescope would accordingly show us the, moon as 
if she were only 60 miles distant ; and, consequently, 
we should be enabled to discover in her the same 
things which we distinguish in objects removed to 
the same distance. Now, from the top of a moun- 
tain we can easily discern other mountains more 
than 60 miles distant. There can be no doubt, then, 
that with such an instrument we should discover on 
the surface of the moon many thin^ to fill us with 
surprise. But in order to determine whether the 
moon is inh^ited by creatures similar to those of 
the earth, a distance of 60 miles is still too great ; 
we must have, in order to this effect, a teleseope 
Which should magnifv ten times more, that is 40,000 
times, and this would require an object-glass of 100 
feet aperture, an enterprise which human art will 
never be able to execute. But with such an instru- 
ment we should see the moon as if she were no 
farther distant than from Berlin to Spandau, and 
good eyes might easily discern men at this distance, 
U any there were, but too indistinctly, it must be 
allowed, to be completely assured of the fact. 

As we must rest satisfied with wishing on tliis 
subject, mine should be to have at once a telescope 
which shpuld magnify 100,000 times ;* the moon 
would then appear as if she were only half a mile 
distant. 

The aperture of the object-glass of the telescope 
must be 250 feet, and we should see, at least, the 
larger animals which may be in the moon. 

Bth March, 1763. 

* Dr. Henchel has been able to ftpplv a magni/ying power of OftOO 
ttmea to Hid Axed etare.— fid. *^ ' <* / • t- w«. 
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LETTER XCVm, 

On Distinctness in the Expression : On the Space ofDif' 
fusion occasioned Ify the Aperture of Ohjectrglassns^ 
and considered as the first Source of Want of Dis^ 
tinctness in the Representation, 

Distinctness of expression is a quality of so much 
importance in the construction of telescopes, that it 
seems to take precedence of all the others which I 
have been ^endeavouring to explain ; for it must be 
allowed that a telescope which does not represent 
distinctly the images of objects must be very defect- 
ive. I must therefore unfold the reasons of this 
want of distinctness, that we may apply more suc- 
cessfully to the means of remedying it. 

They appear so much the more abstruse, that the 
principles hitherto laid down do not discover the 
source : in fact, this defect is thus to be accounted 
for — one of the principles on which I have hitherto 
proceeded is not strictly true, though not far from 
the truth. 

You will recollect that it has been laid down as a 
principle, that a convex lens collects into one point 
of the image all the rays wjiich come from one point 
of the object. Were this strictly true, images rep- 
resented by lenses would be as distinctly expressed 
as the object itself, and we should be under no ap- 
prehension of defect in regard to this. 

Here, then, lies the defectiveness of this principle ; 
lenses have the property now ascribed to them only 
around their centre ; the rays which pass through 
the extremities of a lens collect in a different point 
from those which pass towards the centre, though 
all proceed from the same point of the object ; hence 
are produced two different images, which occasion 
indistinctness. 
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In order to set this in the clearest lig^ht, let XiS 



consider the convex lens 
P P, Pisf. 183, on the axis 
hich i 



Fig. 182. 




of which is placed the ob- 
ject E €j of which the point 

E, situated upon the axis, 
emits the rays £ N,- E M, 
E A, E M, E N, to the sur- 
face of the lens. To the 
direction of these rays, as 
changed by refraction, we 
must now pay attention. 

1. The ray E.A, which 
passes through the centre 
A of the lens, undergoes no 
refraction, but proceeds for- 
ward in the same direction, 
on the Straight line A B F. 

S. The rays E M and E M, 
which are nearest to the 
first, undergo a small refraction, by which they wiS 
meet with the axis somewhere at F, which is the 
place of the image F/, as has been explained in some 
of my preceding Letters on this subject. 

3. The rayS E N and E N, which are more remote 
from the axis E A, and which pass towards the ex- 
tremities N N of the lens, undergo a refraction some- 
what different, which collects them, not at the point 

F, but at another point G, nearer the lens : and these 
rays represent another image 6 g, different from the 
first F/. 

4. Let us now carefully attend to this particular 
circumstance, not hitherto remarked ; it is this, that 
the rays passing through the lens, towards its ex- 
tremities, represent another image G^, than what is 
represented by those passing near the centre MAM. 

5. If the rays E N, E N, were to retire still farther 
from the centre A, and to pass through the points 
P P, of the lens, their point of reunion would be stiO 
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nearer to the lens, and would form a new imagef 
nearer than even G g, 

6. Hence you will easily perceive, that the first 
image F/, which is named the principal image, is 
formed pnly by the rays which are almost infinitely 
near the centre ; and that according as the rays re- 
tire from it, towards the extremities of the lens, a 
particular image is formed nearer the lens, till those 
passing close to the extremities form the last, Gg, 
7 All the ray9, therefpre, which pass through the 
lens P P represent an infinity of images disposed 
between F/ and G^; and at every distance from 
the axis the refraction of the lens produces a par- 
ticular image, so that the whole space between F and 
G is filled with a series of images. 

8. This series of images is accordingly denomi- 
nated the diffusion of the image ; and when all these 
rays afterward enter into an eye, it is natural that 
the vision should be so much disturbed as the space 
F G, through which the image is diffused, is more 
considerable^ If this space F G could be reduced to 
nothing, no confusion need be apprehended. 

9. The greater portions of their respective circles 
that the arches PAP and P B P are, the greater 
likewise is F G the space of difiiision. You see a 
good reason, then, for rejecting all lenses of too 
great thickness, or in which the arches which form 
the surfaces of the lens .are considerable segments 
of their circles, as in Fig. 183, of which 

the arches P A P and P B P are the fourth Fig, 183. 
part of the whole circumference, so that 
each contains 90^ ; this would, conse- 
quently produce an insufferable confusion. 

10. The arches, then, which form the 
surfaces of a lens, must contain much 
less than 90 degrees : if they contained 
so much as 60, the diffusion of the image 
^rould be even thei> insupportable. Au- 
thors who have treated the subject admit 

Vol. 11.— G g 
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of 30 degrees at most : and some ^ the ^- .^ 
boundary at 20 degrees. A lens of ttiis last ^' * 
description is represented by Fig. 184, in 
which the arches PAP and P B P contain 
only 30 degrees, each being but the eigh- 
teenth part of the whole circumference of 
its respective circle. 

11. But if this lens were to supply the 
place of the object-glass in a telescope, the 
arches PAP and P B P must contain still many 
degrees less. For though the diffusion of the image 
be perceptible of itself, the magnifying* pbwer mul- 
tiplies it as many times as it does the object. There- 
fore, the greater the magnifying power proposed, 
the fewer must be the number of degrees which 
the surfaces of the lens contain. 

12. When the telescope is intended to magnify 
100 times, you will recollect that the aperture of 
the object-glass must be 3 inches, and its focal dis- 
tance 360 inches, which is equal- to the radii wltn 
which the two arches PAP and P B P are described j 
hence it follows that each of these two arches con- 
tains but half a degree ; and it is distinctness of ex- 
pression which requires an arch so small. If it 
were intended to magnify 200 times, half a degree 
would be still too much, and the measure of the arch, 
in that case, ought not to exceed the third part of a 
degree. This arch, however, must receive an extent 
of 6 inches ; the radius of the circle must therefore 
be so much greater, and consequently also the focal 
distance. This is the true reason why great magni- 
fying powers require telescopes of such considerable 
length. 

9th March, 1762 
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LETTER XCIX. 



JXminuHan of the Aperture of LenseSy and other means 
of lessening the Space of iHffusion till it is reduced 
to nothing. 

When the space of an object-glass is too great to 
admit of distinctuess of expression, it may be very 
easily remedied : you have only to cover the lens 
with a circle of pasteboard, leavmg an opening in the 
eentre, so that the lens may transmit no other rays 
but those which fall upon it through the opening, 
and that those which before passed through the ex- 
tremities of the lens may be excluded ; for as no rays 
are transmitted but through the middle of the lens, 
the smaller the opening is the smaller likewise Will 
be the space of diffusion. Accordingly, by a gradual 
diminution of the opening, the space of diffusion may 
be reduced at pleasure. 

Here the ease is the same as if the lens were no 
larger than the opiening in the pasteboard, thus the 
covered psurt becomes useless, and the opening de- 
termines the size of the lens ; this then is the remedy 
employed to give object-glasses any given extent. 

P P is the object-glass, Fig. 186, before p. -«- 
which is placed the pasteboard N N, having ^y^' 
the opening M M, which is now the exteiS [j 
of the Ipns. This opening M M is here sili i 
nearly the half of what it would be were 
(he pasteboard removed '; the space of dif- 
fusion is therefore much smaller. It is 
remarked, that the space of diffusion in 
this ease is only the fourth part of what 
it was before. An opening M M, reduced to a third 
of P P, would render the space of diffusion nine 
times less. Thus the effect of this remedy is very 
considerable ; aud on coverini? the extremities of 
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the lens ever so little, the effect of it becomes per- 
ceptible. 

If, therefore, a telescope labours under this defect, 
that it does not represent objects sufficiently distinct, 
as a series of images blended together must of ne- 
cessity produce confusion, you have only to con- 
tract the aperture of the object-glass by a covering 
of pasteboard such as I have described, and this 
confusion will infallibly disappear. But a defect 
equally embarrassing is the consequence ; the de- 
gree of brightness is diminished. You will recollect 
that every degree of the magnifying power requires 
a certain aperture of the object-glass, that as many 
rays may be transmitted as arc necessary to procure 
a sufficient illumination. It is vexatious, therefore^ 
in curing one defect, to fall into another; and in 
order to the construction of a very good tielescope, 
it is absolutely necessary that there should be suSffi- 
cient brightness of illumination, without injoring 
distinctness in the representation. 

But can there be no method of diminishing, nay, 
of totally reducing the space of diffiision of object- 
glasses without diminishing the aperture 1 This is 
the great inquiry which 'has for some time past en- 
gaged the attention of the ingenious, and the solution 
of which proniises such a field of discovery in the 
science of dioptrics. I shall have the honour, at 
least, of laying before you the means which scientific 
men have suggested for this purpose. 

As the focus of the ray^s which pass through the 
middle of a convex lens is more distant from the 
lens than the focus of the rays which pass through 
the extremities, it has been remarked that concave 
lenses produce a contrary effect. This has sug- 
gested the inquiry, whether it might not be possible 
to combine a convex with a concave lens, in such a 
manner that the space of diffiision should be entirely 
annihilated ; while, in other respects, this coftiponnd 
i^ns should produce the same effect as an ordinary 




simple object-glass! YoUltnow that ci 
are measured by their focal distance aa well as those 
which are conver ; with this difference, that the 
focus ofihe concave is only imaginary, and falls be- 
fore the lens, whereas the focus of convex lenses is 
real, and falls behind them. Having' made this re- . 
mark, we reason as foUsws : 

1. If we place, F^. 186, behind a con- pv™ lee 
»ei lens P A P, a concave one Q B Q of ^ 
the same focal distance, the rays which 
the convex ieils would collect in its focns 
will be refracted by the concave, so that 
they will again become parallel to each 
other, aa they were before passing through 
the convex lens. 

3. In this case, therefore, the concave 
lens destroys the effect of the convex, and 
it is the same thing as if the rays had proceeded in 
their natural direction, without undergoing any re- 
n-action. For the concave lens, having its focus at 
the. same point F (aee fV?. I7B,p. 331), restores the 
parallelism of the rays, which wodld otherwise have 
met at the point F. 

3. If the focal distance of the concave lens were 
smaller than that of the convex, it would 

Sroduce a greater effect, and would ren- Fig. 187. 
er the rays divergent, aa in Fig. 187 : the 
incident parallel rays L M, E A, L M, pasa- 
ing through the two lensea, would assume 
the directions NO, B F, N O, which are 
divergent from each other. These two 
lenses together produce, therefore, the 
BWne effect as a simple concave lens, , 

which would impress on the incident par- 
allel rkys the same divergence. Two 
such lenses joined together, of which the 
concave has a smaller focal distance than 
the convex, are therefore equivalent to a 
simple concave lens. 

GgS 
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4. But if tbe concare Jens Q Q, Fig. 
188, has a greater focal distance th^ 
the convex lens P P, it is not even suf- 
^ficient to render parallel to each other 
the rays which the convex lens by it- 
self would collect in its focus F : these 
rays, therefore, continue convergent, 
but their convergence will be dimin- 
ished by the concave lens, so that t|ie 
rajs, instead of meeting in the point F, 
will meet in the more distant. point O. 

5. These two lenses joined together 
will produce, then, the same effect as 
a simple convex lens which should 
have its focus at O, as it would collect 
the parallel rays L M» £ A, L M, equally 
in the same point. It is therefore evi- 
dent that two lenses may be combined 

an infinite variety of ways, the one being convex and 
the other concave, so that their combination shall be 
equivalent to a given convex lens. 

6. Such a double object-glass may thenefore be 
employed in the construction of telescopes, instead 
of the simple one, to which it is equivalent ; and the 
effect as to the magnifying power will be just the 
same. But the space of division will be quite dif- 
ferent, and it may happen to be greater or less than 
that of a simple object-glass ; and in this last case 
the double object-glass will be greatly preferable to 
the simple one. 

7. But, further, it has been found possible to ar- 
range two such lenses so that the space of diliusion 
is reduced absolutely to nothing, which is undoubt- 
edly the greatest advantage possible in the construc- 
tion of telescopes. Calculation enables us to deter- 
mine this arrangement, but no artist has hitherto 
been found capable of reduf^ing it to practice. 

I3th March, 1763. 
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LETTER C. 

Of Compound Object-glasses, 

The combination of two lenses, of which I haye 
now given the idea, is denominated a compound 
Object-glass ; the end proposed from them is, that 
all the rays, as well those which pass through the 
extremities of a lens as those which pass through 
the middle, should be collected in a single point, so 
that only one image may be formed, without diffu- 
sion, as in simple object-glasses. Could artists 
succeed in effecting such a construction, very great 
advantages would result from it, as you shall see. 

It is evident, first, that the representation of ob- 
jects must be much more distinct, and mpre exactly 
expressed, as vision is not disturbed by the appari- 
tion of that series of images which occupy the space 
of diffusion when the object-glass is simple. 

Again, as this space of diffusion is the only reason 
which obliges us to give to simple object-glasses 
such an excessive focal distance, in order to render 
the inconvenience resulting fVom it imperceptible, by- 
employing compound object-glasses we are reheved 
from that cumbersome expedient, and are enabled 
to construct telescopes incomparably shorter, yet 
possessing the same magnifying power. 

When, employing a single object-glass, you want 
to magnify a hundred times, the focal distance can- 
not be less than thirty feet, and the length of the 
telescope becomes still greater on account of the 
eye-glass, whose focal distance must be added ; a 
small object-glass would produce, from its greater 
space of diffusion, an intolerable confusion. But a 
length of thirty feet is not only very incommodious, 
but artists seldom succeed in forming lenses of so 
great afocal distance. You will readily perceive 
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the reason of this ; fbr the radios of the surfaces of 
such a lens must likewise be thirty feet, and it is 
yery difficult to describe exactly 90 great a circle, 
and the slightest aberration renders all the labour 
useless. 

Accidents of this sort are not to be apprehended 
in the construction of eompoond object-glasses, 
which may be formed of smaller circles, provided 
the3r are susceptible of the aperture which the mag- 
nifying power requires. Thus, in order to magniiy 
one hundred times, we have seen that the aperture 
of the object-glass must be three inches ; but it would 
be e9Bj to construct a compound object-glass whose 
focal distance should be only one hundred inches, 
and which could admit an aperture of more than 
three inches : therefore, as the focal distance of the 
eye-glass must be one hundred times smaller, it would 
be one inch ; and the interval between the lenses 
being the sum of their focal distances, the length of 
the telescope would be only one hundred and one 
inches, or eight feet five inches, which is far short 
of thirty feet. 

But it appears to me that a compound object-glass, 
whose focal distance should be fifty inches, might 
easily admit an aperture of three inches, and . even 
more : taking, then, an eye-glass of half an inch 
focus, you wiU obtain the same magnifying, power of 
one hundred times, and the length of the telescope 
will be reduced one-half, that is, to four feet and less 
than three inches. Such a telescope, then, would 
produce the same effect as a common one of thirty 
feet, which is assuredly carrying it as far as need 
be wished. 

If such a compound object-glass could be made to 
iBnswer, you would only have to double all these 
measurements in order to have one which should 
admit an aperture of six inches ; and this might be 
employed to magnify two hundred times, making use 
of an eye. glass of half an inch ibcus as the two hun- 
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dredth part of the focal distance of the object-glass, 
which would, in this case, be one hundred inches. 
Now, a common telescope which should magnify two 
hundred times, must exceed one hundred feet i.u 
length ; whereas this one, which is constructed with 
a compound object-glass, is reduced to about eight 
feet, and is perfectly accommodated to use, whereas 
a telescope of one hundred feet long would be an 
unWieldly and almost useless load. 

The subject might be carried still much further, 
and by again doubling the measurements, we might 
have a compound object-glass whose focal distance 
should be two hundred inches, or sixteen feet eight 
inches, which should admit of an aperture of twelve 
inches, or one foot : taking, then, an eye-glass of 
half an inch focus, fis two hundred inches contain 
fbur hundred half-inches, we should have a telescope 
capable of magnifying four hundred times, and still 
abundantly manageable, being under seventeen feet ; 
whereas, were we to attempt to produce the liame 
magnifying power with a simple object-glass, the * 
length of the telescope must exceed three hundred 
fee^ and consequently could be of no manner of use 
OQ account of that enormous size. 

They have at Paris a telescope one hundred and 
twenty feet long, and one at London of one hundred 
and thirty feet ; but the dreadful trouble of moqnt-^ 
ing and pointing them to the object almost annihi- 
lates the advantages expected from them. From 
this you wiU conclude of what importance it would 
be to succeed in the construction of the compound 
lenses which I have been describing. I suggested 
the first idea of them several years ago, and since 
then artists of the greatest ability in England and 
Ftance have been attempting to execute them» 
Repeated efforts and singular dkill in the artist are 
undoubtedly requisite. Indeed, I have made, with 
the assistance of an able mechanician of our Acade- 
my, some not unsuccessful attempts ; but the exr 
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pense attending such an enteipnae has obliged me 
to give it up. 

But the Royal Society of London last year an- 
nounced, that an eminent artist, of the name of Dol- 
land,* had fortunately succeeded ; and his telescopes 
are now universally admired. An able artist of 
Paris, named Passementi boasts of a simihgr success. 
Both these gentlemen did me the honour, some 
time ago, to correspond with me on the subject ; but 
as the point in question was ehiefly how to surmount 
certain great difficulties in the practical part, wbicb I 
never attempted, it is but fair that I should relinquish 
to them the honour of the discovery. The ^leory 
alone is my province, and it has eost me much pro- 
found reseaurch, and many painful calculations, the 
very sight of which would tenify you. I skaU 
therefore take care not to perplex you further with 
this abstruse inquiry. 

16M March, 1763. 



LETTER CI 

FffrmoHon of Simple Object^gloMet, 

In order to give you some idea of the researches 
which led me to the construction of compound ob- 
ject-glasses, I must begin with the forma^on of the 
simple lens. 

Observe, first, that the two surfaces of a lens may 
be formed in an infinity of different ways, by taking 
circles of which the surfaces are segments, either 
equal or unequal to each other, the focal distance, 
however, remaining always the same. 

* The flrat acbramAtic telescope eyer constructed was made by Ckuter 
More Hall, Esq., of More-tiall, in Essex, in the year 1733, no less tnaa 
twentff-faur years befbre the peridd alluded to by dur author. This in- 
Talnable insirHment, is, jtherefore, in every yiew of the matter, a British 
iqyeation. 6«e the article Optics, in the Edinburgh Encyclifpmdia, vi4. 
>▼. p. «7B, note) Ibr a f^ll«coounk 9fi^, Halts laboun.— JSd. 
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^ The same %ure is usually given to both surfaces 
df a lens, or, as the surfaces of a lens are repre^ 
sented by arches of a circle, both surfaces are formed 
with radii equal to each other. Facility of execu- 
tion has undoubtedly recommended this fl^fure, as 
the same basin serves to form both surfaces, and 
most artists are provided with but few basins. 

Suppose, then, a convex lens, both whose surfaces 
are polished^ on the same basin, one of twenty-four 
inches radius, so that each surface shall be an arch of 
the circle whose radius is twenty-four inches: this 
lens will be convex on both sides, and will have its 
focal distance at twenty-four inches, according to 
the common calculation ; but as the focus depends 
on the refraction, and as the refraction is not abso- 
lutely the same in every species of glass, in which we 
find a very considerable diversity, according as the 
glass is more or less white and hard, this calculation 
of the focus is net strictly accurate ; and usually the 
focal distance of the lens ift somewhat less than the 
radius of its two surfaces, sometimes the tenth 
part, sometimes the twelfth : accordingly, the sup- 
posed lens, the radius of whose surfaces is twenty- 
four inches, will have its focus at the distance of 
about twenty-twa inches, if it is formed of the same 
species of glass of which mirrors are commonly 
manufactured j though even in glass of this sort we 
meet with a small diversity in respect of refraction. 

We see afterward, that on making .the two sur- 
faces of the lens unequal, an infinity of other lenses 
may be formed, which shall all have the same focal 
distance ; for on taking the radius of one of the 
surfaces less than twenty-four inches, that of the 
other surface must be taken greater in proportion, 
according to a certain rule. The radius of one of 
the surfaces may always be taken at pleasure ; and 
by means of a certain rule the radius of the other 
may be found, in order that the focal distance may 
become the same a» if bach surface had been formed 
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on a radins of twenty-four inches. Hie foHowins' 
table exhibits several such lenses, which have a£ 
the same focal distance. 



Uiuet, 


KatiMM ^thejlrtt 8wf(Ke, 


Hnif jiif fjf fftff ftiTf imif 


h 


5)4 


34 


II. 


31 


38 


HI. 


30 


30 


IV. 


18 


36 


V. 


16 


48 


VI.* 


16 


60 


VII. 


14 


84 


VIIL 


13 


156 


IX. 


13 


infinity 



In the last form, |lhe radius of one surface is only 
13 inches, or the half of 34 inches ; but that of tbe 
other becomes infinite : or rather, this surface is an 
arch of a circle infinitely great ; and as such an arch 
difiters nothing from a straight line, this maybe con^ 
stdered a» a plane surface, and such a lens b plano- 
convex. 

Were we to assume the radius of a surface still 
smaller than 13 Inches, the other surface must be 
made concave, and the lens will become convexo- 
concave; it will, in that case, bear the name of 
meniscus, several figures of which are represented 
in the following table : — 



MenisGua, 


Radius of the Convex 


Radiut^the Canetnm 
Suffaee* 




^tr/aee. 


X. 


11 


133 


XI. 


10 


60 


XIL 





^ 


XIII. 


8 


34 


XIV. 


6 


13 


XV. 


4 


6 


XVI. 


3 


s 4 



Here,, then, is a new species Of lenses,, the last of 
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. * 

iMth isreprea^Bted i& Fig. 19^, so iiaaX j^ ^^ 
we have now sixteen different species, ^ ^ — -^ 
whiph h»ve all the same focal distance ; ^ ^ 
and 'this is about 32 .inches, a Uttle mpre 
or less^ according to the najtiire of the gldfi^. 

When, therefore, the only qu<;«tton is, What focal 
distance the lens ought to have ? it is a matter of 
indifference according to which of- theee forms you 
go to work ; but there may be a very g^eat differ- 
ence in the space of diffoiSdon to which each species 
is subjected^ this space becoming 'smaller in ^ome 
th^ in others. Wheii a. simple object-glass is to 
be Employed, as- is usually done, it is by no means 
indifierent of ii^hat figure: you assume it, for that 
which produces the smallest space of diffusion is 
to be preferred. Now, this lexcelleni property does 
not belong to the iirst species, wh^re the two sur- 
faces are equal ; "but nearly, to species VII., which 
possesses the quality, that when you turn towards 
the objecfits more, convex surface, or that whose 
radius is smallest, the space of diffusion is found to 
be about one-half less thait when the lens is equally 
convex on both sides : this, therefore, is the i^iost 
advantageous figure for simple Object-glasses, and 
practitioners are accordingly agreed in the use of it. 

" It is evident, then^^hat in qrder to ascertain the 
space of diffusion of a lens, it is not sufficient to 
know its focal distance ; its species likewise must 
be determined, that is, the radii of each surface ; and 
you' must carefully distinguish which side is turned 
to the object. 

.After this explanation, it is necessary to remark, 
that in order to discover the combination of two 
lenses which shall produce no diffusion of image, 
it is absolutely- necessaryto take into the account 
the figure of both surfaces of each glass, and to 
resolve, the following problem : What must he the 
radii of the surfaces of two lenses^ in order to reduce 
to nothing the space of diffusion? The sc^ution re- 
Vol. II.— H h 
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qniiet the moet profound reoeaiches of tbe most 
subtimo geometry; and suppboiig thetie to hare 
been successfvd, tbe aKtisthas, after all, many diffi- 
culties to BUrmoont. The basins muiit have pre-* 
cisely that curve which ^e calculation indicates ; 
nor is that sufficient, for in the operation of forming 
the lens on the basin, the basin suffers from the 
fHction in its turn ; hence it becomes necessary to 
rectify its figure flrom timeto time, witii -all possible 
accuracy, for if all these precautions are not strictly 
observed, it is impossible to ensu^ success ; and it 
is no easy matter to prevent the lens from assuming 
a figure somewhat diSOTerent fmm- that of the basin 
in which it is moulded. • Yon mustb^ sensiUe, from 
all this, how difficult it must be to carry to perfec- 
tion this important article in dioptrics. 
90M M&rchy 1763. 



LETTER CII. 

Second Sowrce ofpeftct as to DUtmdMUss of Represent- 
ation hy the Telescope. Different Refrangilrility of 
. Rays. 

f 

Ton have now seen in what manner it may be 
possible to remedy that defect in lenses which arises 
rrom the' different refraction of rays, as those which 
pass through the ertremities of a lens do not meet 
m the same point with those which pass tlm)ugh its 
middle, the effect of which is an infinity of images 
dispersed through the space of dlffiision. But ttiis 
is not the^only defect ; there is another, of so much 
more importance that it.aeenis impossible to ap|dy 
a remedy, as the cause exists, not in the glass, but 
in the nature of the rays themselves. . 

You will recollect that there is a great variety in 
rays, with respect to the different colours of which 
they-conifwy thtt impression. I have compared this 
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diversity to that which we meet with in musical 
notes, having laid it down as a principle, that each 
colour is attached to a certain number of vibrations. 
But supposing that this explanation should still ap- 
pear doubtful, it is beyond aU doubt that rays of 
different colours, likewise undergo different refraC" 
tions in their passage from one transparent medium 
to another ; thus, red rays undergo the least refrac- 
tion, and violet the greatest, though, the difference 
18 idmost imperceptible. Now, all the other colours, 
as. orange, yellow, green, Spd blue, are contained^ 
with respect to refraction, within these two limits. 
It must likewise be remarked^ that white is a mix- 
ture of al| the colours which by'refrslction are sepa- 
rated from each other^ 

In fact, when a white ray O P, Fig. li^l, ox a ray 
of the sun, falls obliquely on 
a piece of glass A B C D» 
instead of pursuinffits course 
in the direction. P Q, it noi 
only deviates from this, but 
divides into a variety of rays, 
Pr, Pi^*,P<, Pv: the first 
of which P r, the one that 
deviates least, renresents 
the red colour, and the last P v,. which deviates 
most, the violet colour. The dispersion r v is in* 
deed much smaller than it appears in the figure ; 
the divergence, however, always becqmes more 
perceptible.. 

From this different refrangibility of rays, accord- 
ing to their different colours, are produced the fol- 
lowing phenomena with respect to dioptric glasses : 

1. Let P P, Fig, 192, be a convex lens, on the 
akis of which O R, at a very great distance A O, is 
the object O (^^ the image of which, as represented 
}Dy the lens, we are to determine, putting aside, here 
tne first irregularity, that which respects diifusion; 
ofi which amounts to the same thing, attending 
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LETTER era. 

jftfOfi^ of remedying this Defect by Campeund C^ect- 

glasses. 

It is necessary carefully to distinguish this new 
diffusion or multiplication of the image, arising from 
the different refrangibility of ravft, as befng iof dilfer^ 
ent colours from ^e ^rst difnision, occasioned by 
the aperture of the lens^ inai^much ad the rays which 
pass through the extremities form another image 
than those which. pass through its middle. TMs 
new defect must accordingly be remedied difierently 
from the first, • 

You will please to recollect that I have proposed 
two methods for remedying the preceding defect; 
the one consisted in an increase of the focal dis- 
tance, in order to diminish the curve'of the surfaces 
of the lens. This remedy introduces instmments 
extremely long whenever a great magnifying power 
is required. The other consists in a combination 
of two lenses, the one convex and the other con- 
cave, to modify the refraction, so that all the ra3FS 
transmitted through these lenses may meet in the 
same point, and the space of difiiisiDn be totally re* 
dnced. * - ^ 

But neither of tllese remedies affords theieast as- 
.<f stance towards removing the inconvenience arising 
from the different refrangibility of rays. The fi^t 
f^yen increases the fevil ; ibr the more that the fOcal 
distance is increased, the more considerable becomes 
the space through which the. coloured images are 
dispersed. Neither does the combination of two or 
more lenses furnish any assistance ; for we are as- 
sured, from both theory and experience, that the 
images of different colours remain always separated, 
However great the number of lenses through which 
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the rajjrs are transmitted, and that the. more the lens 
maffmfies^ the more the difference increases. 
. This difficulty appeared so formidable to the ^eat 
Newton, that he despaired of finding a remedy for a 
defect which he believed absolutCMiy inseparable from 
dioptrical instruments, when the vision is produced 
by refracted rays. For this reason he resolved to 
pve up refraction altogether, and to employ mirrors 
instead of object-masses, as reflection is amays the 
same for rays of every nature. This idea has pro- 
cured for us those excellent reflecting telescQpes, 
whose surprising effects are so justly admired, and 
which I shall describe after fhave explained every 
thing relative to refractive instruments. 

On being convinced that it was impossible to 
remedy the different refrangibility of rays by a 
combination of several lenses, I remained that the 
reason of it was founded on the law of refraction, 
which is the' same in every species of glasses ; and 
I perceived that if it were possible to employ other 
trani»parent substances, whose refraction' should be 
considerably different from that of glass, it might be 
very possible to combine such substance with glass, 
in such a manner that all the rays should unite in the 
formation oT a single image, without any' space of 
diffusion. In pursuance of this idea, I found means 
to compose object-glasses of glass ^nd water, wholly 
exempt from the effect of the different refrangibility 
of rays, which consequently would produce as good 
an effect as mirrors. 

I executed my idea with two menis- Fi§^, 193. 
cusesi; or concavo-convex lenses, Ft^. 193, ' jjcb 
the one of which is A A C C, and the ^ 
other B B C C, which I joined together 
with tne toncave surfaces towards each 
other, jUling the void between them with 
water, so that the rays which entered by 
the lens ^ A C C must pass through the virater en- 
closed between the two lenses, before they went off 
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through C C B B. Each ray midergoes, then, (our 
refractions : the first on passing from the air into 
the lens A A C C ; the second on passing from this 
lens into the water.; the third on passing thence into 
the other lens C C B B ; the fourth oq passing from 
this lens into the air. 

As the four surfaces of these two lenses here en- 
ter into consideration, I found means to determine 
their semi-diameters, so that of whatever colour a 
ray of light might be, aO^r having undergone these 
four refractions, it should reunite m the same point, 
and the different refrangibility no longer produce 
different images. 

These object-glasses, compounded of two len3es 
aijpid water, were found subject at first to thefonner 
defect, namely, thiat of the rays which pass thfrou^ 
the extremities forming a different focus from what 
is formed by those which pass through the middle ; 
^ut, after much painful research, I found mf ails to 
proportion the radii of the four surfaces in such a 
manner that these compound object-glasses became 
wholly exempted from tne defects of both.the classes 
specified. But it was necessary, to this /effect, to 
execute so exactly ajl the measurements prescribed 
' by the calculation, that the slightest aberration must 
become fatal to the whole process ; I was therefore 
obliged to abandon the construction of these objeet- 
glasses.* 

Besides, this project could remedy only the 'mcoDr 
veniences which affedt the object-glass, and the eye- 
glass might still labour under some defect ad grdat, 
which it would he impossible to> remedy in the same 
manner. Several eye-glasses are frequently em- 
ployed in the co^istruction of telescopes, which I 
shall describe aflt^ward: we should not,, therefore, 
gain much by a too serupulbus adherence to the ob» 

*'Ohjwit-g\a.9Mn of this kin^d, even if exeicuted iii the most corrafet 
maniMr, an incapable of prodacinff the effects which our aatlMMr esuiected 
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ject-glass only, while we overlook the other lenses, 
though their effect may not be greatly perceptible 
reiativdy to that of the object-glass. 

But whatever pains these researches may have 
€08t me, I frankly declare that I entirely give up at 
present the construction of object-glasses com^ 
pounded of glasses and water ; as weU on account 
of the difficulty of execution, as that I have since 
dis430vered other meains; nbt of destroying the effect 
of the differeiut refrangibiUty of ravs, but of render- 
ing it imperceptible. This shall be the subject of 
my next Letter. 
,fi7th March, 1762. 



LETTER CIV. 
Othet M^ns more pf(ictic(fble, 

^SiircE the reflecting telescope catne Intd general 
use, refr^ting ones have been so run down that they 
are on .the point of being^ wholly laid aside. The 
construction of them has accoir'dingly for some time 
past been wholly suspended, under a firm persuasion 
that every effort to raise I hem to a state; of per- 
fection would be useless, as the great Newton had 
demqnstnited that the insurmountable difficulties 
arising from the different refrangibiUty of rays was 
absolutely inseparable from the construction of tele- 
scopes. 

If this sentiment be well founded, there is no 
telescope capable of represeijting objects but with a 
confusion insupportable iii proportion to the great- 
ness of the magnifying power. However, though 
there are telescopes extremely defective in tms 
respect, we likewise meet with some that are excel- 
lent,; and noyrise inferior tp the so much boaiftted 
reflecting teies<:opes. This is undoubtedly a very 
great paradox ; for if this defect really attadied to 
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the lubject, we should not find a single ei[c^)tion. 
8ach an exception, therefore— and we nave the testi- 
mony of experience sthat it exists — ^well merits eveiy 
degree of attention. 

We are to inquire, then, how it happens that cer- 
tain telescopes represent the object abundantly dis- 
tinct, while others are but too much subject to the 
defect occasioned by th^ -different refrangibili^ of 
rays. I think I have discovered the reason, wnich 
I submit IP the following reflections ; — 

1. It is indubitably certain that the object-glass 
represents an infinity of images of each object, 
which are all arranged over the same space of divi- 
sion, and each of whith is painted its own proper 
colour, as I haVe demonstrated in ibe precedug 
Letter. 

9. Each of these images becomes an object, with 
respect to the eye-glass, which Represents each sep- 
arately, in the colour proper to it ; so that the eye 
discovers, through the telescope, an infinity of im- 
ages, disposed in a certain order, according to the 
refraction of the lens. 

3. And if, instead of one eye-glass, we were to 
employ several, the same thmg will always take 
place, and instead of one image, the telescope will 
represent an infinity to the eye, or a series of im- 
ages, each of which expresses a separate object, but 
of a particular colour. 

4. Let us now consider, Fig, 104, the last images 




presented by the teles'cope to an eye placed at O, 
and let'R r be the red image, and V v the violet, tiiose 
of the <oiher colours being between these two, ao» 
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oording to the order of their different refrangibility. 
i have not in this figure introduced the lenses of the 
telespope^ the only point at present being to show 
in what manner the eye sees the infiages. Only we 
must conceive the distance of the eye O from these 
images to be very great. 

5. A114he8e images Rt and V v, with the inter- 
mediate, are situated, then, on the axis of the tele- 
scope O R y, and terminated by a certain straight 
line^ r v, denominated the terminatrix of all the 
images.' 

B: As I have represented these images in the 
figure, the red image R r is seen by the eye (at O, 
under the angle R O r, which is greater than the 
angle V O v, un4er which the vimet image Y v is 
seen. The violet rays which, fifom the image V t>, 
enter into the eye, are therefore blended with the 
red which come from the part R r of the red image 
Rr. ' ' 

, 7. Consequently, the eye cannot see the violet 
iipage without a, mixture of rays Of other colours, 
bit whiph correspond to different points of the ob- 
ject itself; thus the point n of the red image is 
confounded in the eye with the extremity v of the 
violet image, from which' a very great confusion 
must arise. 

8. But the ray r O not being mixed with the 
others, the extremity seen will appear red, or the 
image will seem bordered with red, which afterward 
successively blends with these other colours, so that 
the object will appear with a party-coloured border; 
a fault very common in telescopes, to which some, 
howeyer, arc le&s subject than others. 

9. If the greater image R r were ^he violet, and 
V V the red, the confusion wouW be equally offen- 
sive, with this difference only, that ihe extremities 
of the object would then appear bordered with vio- 
let instead of red. 

10. The confusion depends, then, on the position 
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of the ftonninatiog. straight line r v with relotipn to 
the line V O, ai^ the diYonity which may take 
place in it ; the result must be, that the copfusion 
wfll be sometimes greater and sometimes less, 

11. Let us now consider. the case in which the 
last images represented by the telescope are so 
arranged, that the straight terminating line v r, being 
produced, would pass precisely into the eye. The 
eye ^dll then see, Fig» 195, along a single ray o r O, 



Fig. 196. 




all the extremities ; and, in general, all the points 
which correspond to one and the same iK)int of the 
object will be conveyeij to the eye "by a single ray, 
and will there, consequently, be distinctly repre- 
sented. , , 

13. Here, then, is a case in wliicli, notwithstand- 
ing the diversity of images, the eye ras^. see the 
object distinctly, without any confiision pf the dif- 
ferent parts, as hat)pened in the preceding case. 
This ady^ntage, then, will be obtained when the ter- 
minating line v r, being produced, passes thrpugb 
the place of the eye O. 

13. As the arrangement of the last images R r 
and Yv depehds oh the disposition of the eye-glassqs, 
in order to rescue telescopes from the defect im- 
puted to them, nothing more is requisite biitto 
arrani^ these lenses in sdch a manner that the ter- 
minatmg line of the last images v r shall pass 
through the eye; and* telescopes thus constructed 
wUl always be excellent. 

SOth March, 1762. 
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LETTER CV. 

Recapitulation of the Qualities of a good Telescope. 

On taking a general review of the subject, you 
will readily admit that an excellent telescope is a 
most valuable commodity, but rarely to be met with, 
being eubject to so many defects, and so many quali- 
ties being requisite, each of which has an essential 
influence on the construction of the instrument. 
As the number of the good qualities is considerable, 
in order that no one of them may escape your ob- 
Bervation, I shall again go over the ground, and 
make a distinct enumeration of them. 

1. The first respects the magnifying power ; and 
the more that a telescope .magnifies objects, the 
more perfect undoubtedly it is, provided that no 
other good quality is wanting. Now, the magnify- 
ing power is to be estimated from the number of 
times that the diameter of the object appears greater 
than to the naked eye. You will recollect 3iat, in 
telescopes of two lenses, the magnifying power is 
so many times greater as the focal distance of the 
object-glass exceeds that of the ey«-glass. In tele- 
scopes consisting of more lenses than two, the 
determination of the magnifyiug power is more in- 
tricate. 

2. The second property of a good telescope is 
brightness. It is always very defective when it rep- 
resents the object obscurely, and as through a mist. 
In order to avoid this defect, the object-glass must 
be of such a size as is regulated by the magnifying 
power. Artists have determined that, in order to 
magnify 300 times, the aperture of the object-glitts 
ought to be three inches diameter ; and for every 
other magnifying power in proportion. And when 
ot»ect3 are not very luminous of themselves, it 

Vol- IL^I i 
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would be proper 'to employ object-glasses of a still 
greater diameter. 

3. The third quality is distinctness or accuracy 
of representation. In order to produce this, the rays 
which pass through the extremities of the object- 
glass ought to meet in the same point with those 
which pass through the middle, or at least the aber- 
ration should not be perceptible. When a simple 
object-glass is employed, its focal distance must 
exceed a certain limit proportional to the magnify- 
ing power. Thus, if vou wish to magnify 100 times, 
the focal distance of the object-glass must be at 
^east 30 feet. It is the destination, therefore, which 
imposes the iiecessity of making telescopes so ex- 
cessively long, if we want to obtain a very great 
magnifying power. Now, in order to remedy this 
defect, an object-glass composed of two lenses may 
be employed ; and could artists succeed in the con- 
struction of them, we should be enabled very con- 
siderably to shorten telescopes, while the same 
magnifying power remained. You will have the 
goodness to recollect what I have already suggested 
at some length on this subject. 

4. The fourth quality regards likewise the dis- 
tinctness or purity of representation, as far as it is 
aflfected by the different refraingibiiity of rays of 
different colours. I have shown how that defect 
may be remedied ; and as it is impossible that the 
images formed by different rays should be collected 
in a single one, the point in question is to arrange 
the lenses in the manner I have described in the 
preceding Letter ; that is, the terminating line of the 
last images must pass through the eye. Without 
this, the telescope will have the defect of repre- 
senting objects surrounded with the colours of the 
rainbow ; but the defect will disappear on arranging 
the lenses in the method I have pointed out. But 
to this effect, more than two lenses must be em- 
ployed, in order to a proper arrangement. I have 
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hitherto spoken only of telescopes with two lenses, 
one of which is the object-glass, and the other the 
eye-glass; and you know that their distance from 
each other is already determined by their focal dis- 
tances, so that here we are not at liberty to make 
any alteration. It happens, fortunately, however, 
that the terminating line which I have mentioned 
passes nearly through the place of the eye, so that 
the defect arising from the colours of the rainbow 
is almost imperceptible, provided the preceding de- 
fect is remedied, especially when the magnifying 
power is not very great. But when the power is 
considerable, it woiild be proper to employ two eye- 
glasses, in order entirely to annihilate the colours 
of the rainbow, as in this case the slightest defects, 
bei^g equally magnified, become insupportable. 

5. The fifth and last good quality of a telescope 
is a large apparent field, or the space which the in- 
strument discovers at once. You recollect that 
small pocket-glasses with a concave eye-glass are 
subject to the defect of presenting a very small 
field, which renders them incapable of magnifying 
greatly. , The other species, that with a convex 
eye-glass, is less subject to. this defect; but as it 
represents the object inverted, telescopes of the first 
species would be preferable, did they discover a 
larger field, which depends on the diameter of the 
aperture of the eye-glass ; and you know we can- 
not increase this aperture at pleasure, because it is 
determined by focal distance. But by employing 
two or three, or even more eye-glasses, we have 
found means to render the apparent field greater ; 
and this is an additional reason for employing seve- 
ral lenses in order to procure a telescope in all re- 
spects excellent. 

To these good qualities another may be still added, 
that the representation shall not be inverted by the 
instrument, as by astronomical telescopes. But this 
defect may be easily remedied, if it be one, by the 
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addition of two more eye-glasses, as I shall shcfw 
in my next Letter. 
Sd April, 1763. 



LETTER CVL 

■ 

Terrestrial Telescopes with four Lenses. 

1 HATS treated at considerable length of telescopes 
composed of two conrez lenses, known by the name 
of astronomical tubes, because the^r are conmionly 
used for obserring the heavenly bodies. 

You will readily comprehend that the use of snch 
instruments, however excellent they may be, is 
limited to the heavens, because they represent ob- 
jects in an inverted position, which is very awkward 
in contemplating terrestrial bodies, as we woidd 
rather wish to view them in their natural sitoati(Mi ; 
but on the discovery of this species of telescope, 
means were quickly found of remedying that defect, 
by doubling, if I may say so, the same telescope. 
For as two lenses invert the object, or represent the 
unage inverted, by joining a similar telescope to the 
farmer, for viewing the same image, it is again in- 
verted, and this second representation will exhibit 
the object upright. Hence arose a new species of 
telescopes, composed of four lenses, called terres- 
trial telescopes, from their being designed to con- 
template terrestrial objects; and the method of 
constructing them follows. 

1. The four lenses A, B, C, D, Fig. 189, enclosed 

Fig. 189. 

m 
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in the tube M M N N, represent the telescope in 
question ; the first of which, A, directed towards the 
•object, is denominated the object-glass, and the other 
three, BCD, the eye-glass. These four lenses 
are aU convex, and the eye must be placed at the 
extremity of the tube, at a certain distance from the 
last eye-glass D, the determination of which shall 
be afterward explained. 

2. Let us consider the effect which each lens 
must produce when the object O 9, which is viewed 
through the telescope, is at a very great distance. 
The object-glass will first represent the image of 
this object at P ^, its focal distance, the magnitude 
of the image bemg determined by the straight line 
'drawn from the extremity o through the centre of 
the lens A. This line is not represented in the 
figure, that it may pot be embarrassed with too many 
lines. 

3. This image P p occupies the place of the ob- 
ject with respect to the second lens B, which is 

S laced in such a manner that the interval B P shall 
e equal to its focal distance, in order that the 
second image may be thence transported to an infi- 
nite distance, as Q 7, which will be inverted as the 
first P 0, and terminated by the straight line drawn 
from the centre of the lens B through the ex- 
tremity p, 

4. The interval between these two first lenses 

A, B is equal, therefore, to the sum of their focal 
distances ; and were the eye placed behind the lens 

B, we should have an astronomical telescope, through 
which the object o would be seen at Q q^ and 
consequently inverted, and magnified as many times 
as the distance A P exceeds the distance B P. But 
instead of the eye, we place behind the lens B, at 
some distance, the third lens C, with respect to 
which the image Q q occupies the place of the ob* 
ject, as in fact it receives the rays from this image 
Q q^ which being at a very great distance, the lent 

Ii2 
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G win represent the image of it, at its focal distance, 
inRr. 

5. The image Q q beii^ iinperted, the image R r 
will be upright, and teitninated by the straight line 
drawn from the extremity q toongh the centre of 
the lens C, which will pass through the point r. 
Consequently the three lenses A, B, C together rep- 
resent the object O o at R r, and this image R r is 
upright. 

0. Finally, we hare only to place the last lens in 
such a manner that the interval D R shall be equal 
to its focal distance ; this lens D will again trans- 
port the image R r to an infinite distance, as 8 «, 
the extremity of which s will be determined by the 
straight line drawn from the centre of the lens D 
through the extremity r; and the eye placed behind 
this lens wUl in fact see this image 8 * mstead of the 
real ol^ect O o. 

7. Hence it is easy to ascertain how many times 
this telescope, composed of four lenses, must mag- 
nify the object ; you have only to attend to the two 
couple o( lenses. A, B and C, D, each of which 
separately would be an astronomical telescope. 
The first pair of lenses A and B magnifies as many 
times as the focal distance of the first lens A ex- 
ceeds that of the second lens B ; and so many times 
will the image formed by it, Q q, exceed the real 
object O 0, 

6. Further, this image Q q occupying the place 
of the object with respect to the other pair of lenses 
C and D, it will be again multiplied as many times 
as the foctd distance of the lens C exceeds that of 
the lens D. These two magnifying powers added 
ffive the vrhole magnifying power produced by the 
four lenses. 

9. If, then, the first pair, of lenses, A and B, mag- 
nify ten times, and the other pair, C and D, three 
times, the telescope will magmfv the object thrice 
sen, that is^ thiity times ; and the a^rture of ths 
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ofeject-glasB A must correspond to this magnifpng 
power, according to the rule formerly laid down. 

10. Hence you see, then, that on separating from 
a terrestrial telescope the two last lenses G and D, 
there would remain an astronomical telescope, and 
that tiiese two lenses C and D would likewise form 
- soch a telescope. A terrestrial telescope, therefore, 
.consists of two astronomical ones ; and reciprocally, 
two astronomical telescopes combined form a ter- 
restrial one. 

This construction is susceptible of endless varia- 
.tions, some preferable to others, as I shall afterward 
demonstrate. 

Sth April, 1768. 
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Arrangement of Lenses in Terrestrial Telescopes. 

You have seen how, by the addition of two con* 
wex lenses to an astronomical telescope, a terres- 
trial one is produced, which represents the object 
upright. The four lenses of which a terrestrial tele- 
scope is composed are susceptible of an infinite 
▼anety of arrangement, with respect to both focus 
and distance. 1 shall explain those which are of 
most essential importance, and refer you to JFV^. i96w 

Fig. 106. 

— 'Q i it 



1. With respect to their distances, I have already 
remarked that the interval between the two first 
lenseSj A ,and B, is the sum of their focal distances ; 
.^md the same thing holds as to the last lenses C and 
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D : for each pair may be considered as a simple 
telescope, composed of two convex lenses. But 
what most be the intenral between the two middle 
lenses B and C 1 May it be fixed at pleasure t Ae 
it is certtdn that whether this interval be great or 
small, the magnifying power, always compounded 
of the two which each pair would produce separately, 
must continue the same. 

S. On consulting experience we soon perceiye 
that when the two middle lenses are placed very near 
each other, the apparent field almost entirely vun- 
ishes ; and the same thing takes place when they are 
too far separated. In both cases, to whatever object 
the telescope is pointed, we discover only a Yery 
small part of it. 

3. For this reason artists bring the last pair of 
lenses nearer to the first, or remove them to a 
greater distance, till they discover the largest field, 
and delay fixing the lenses till they have found this 
situation. Now they have observed, that in settling 
this most advantageous arrangement, the distance 
of the middle lenses, B and C, is always greater 
than the sum of the focal distances of these same 
two lenses. 

4. You will readily conclude that this distance 
cannot depend on chance, but must be supported by 
a theory, and that affording a termination much more 
exact than what experience alone could have fur- 
nished. As it is the duty of a natural philosopher 
to investigate the causes of all the phenomena which 
eiq[>erience discovers, I proceed to unfold the- true 
principles which determine the most advantageous 
distance B C between the two middle lenses. For 
this purpose I refer to J^^. 197. 

2^. 197. 
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6. As all the rays must be conveyed to* the eye, 
let us attend to the direction of that one which, pro- 
ceeding from the extremity of the visible object, 
passes through the centre A of the object-glass ; for 
unless this ray is conveyed to the eye, this extremity 
O will not be visible. Now this ray undergoes no 
refraction in the object-glass, for it passes through 
the centre A ; it will therefore proceed in a straight 
line to the second lens, which it will meet in its ex- 
tremity bj as this is the last ray transmitted through 
the lenses. 

6. This ray, being refracted by the second lens, 
will change its direction so as to meet somewhere 
at n the axis of the lenses ; this would have hap^ 
pened to be the focus of this lens, had the ray A b 
been parallel to the axis ; but as it proceeds from 
the point A, its reunion with the axis at n will be 
more distant from the lens B thah its focal distance. 

7. We must now place the third lens C in such a 
manner that the ray, after having crossed the axis 
at n, may meet it exactly in its extremity c ; from 
which it Is evident, that the greater the aperture of 
this lens C is, the farther it must be removed from 
the lens B, and the greater the interval B C becomes : 
but, on the other hand, care must be taken not to 
remove the lens C beyond that point, as in this case 
the ray would escape it, and be transmitted no far- 
ther. This circumstance, then, determines the just- 
distance between the two middle lenses B and C, 
conformably to experience. 

8. This lens C will produce a new refraction of 
the ray in question, which will convey it precisely 
to the extremity d of the last eye-glass D, which, 
being smaller than G, will render the line c d some- 
what convergent towards the axis, and will thus 
tmdergo, in the last lens, such a degree of refraction, 
as wiu reunite it with the axis at less than its focal 
distance ; and there it is exactly that the eye must 
be placed, in order to receive all the rays tran*- 
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mitted through the lenses, and to discoyer tiie 
greatest field. 

9. Thus we are enabled to procui^ a field whose 
diameter is almost twice as large as with an astro- 
nomical telescope of the same magnifying power. 
By means, then, of these telescopes with four lenses 
we obtain a double advantage ; the object is repre- 
sented upright, and a much larger field is discovered 
—both circumstances of much importance. 

10. Finally, it is possible to find such an arrange- 
ment of these four lenses as, without affectinjg either 
of the advantages now mentioned, shall entirely do 
away the defect arising from the colours of the rain- 
bow, and at the same time represent the object with 
all possible distinctness. But few artists can attain 
this degree of perfection. 

lOth Apnl, 1762. 
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PreemUiofis to be observed in the Construction of Tds" 
scopes. Necessity of blackening the Inside of Tubes, 
Diaphragms, 

After these researches respecting the construc- 
tion of telescopes, I must suggest and explain certahi 
precautions necessary to be used; which, though 
they relate neither to the lenses themselves nor to 
their arrangement, are nevertheless of such import- 
ance, that if they are not very carefully observed, 
the best instrument is rendered entirely useless. It 
is not sufficient that the lenses should be arranged 
in such a manner that all the rays which fall upon 
them shall be transmitted through these lenses to 
the eye ; care, must be taken, besides, to prevent the 
transmission of extraneous rays through the tele- 
scope to disturb the representation. Let tiie fol« 
lowmg precautions, then, be taken. 



CONSTRUCTION OF TELESCOPES. 383 

1. The lenses of which a telescope is composed 
must be enclosed in a tube, that no other, rays ex- 
cept those which are transmitted through the object- 
glass may reach the other lenses. For this effect, 
the tube must be so very close throughout that no 
chink admits the smallest portion of light. If by any 
accident the tube shall be perforated ever so slightly, 
the extraneous light tidmitted would confound the 
representation of the object. 

2. It is likewise of importance to blacken through- 
out the inside of the telescope, of the deepest black 
possible, as it is well known that this colour does 
not reflect the rays of light, be they ever so power- 
ful. You must have observed, accordingly, that the 
tubes of telescopes are always blackened internally. 
A single reflection will show the necessity of it. 

3. The object-glass A, Fig. 199, trans- 

^ mits, not only the rays of the object rep- Fig, 199. 
resented by the telescope, but those also V 
which by the extremities enter all around ack^ 
in great abundance ; such is the ray b a, 
which falls on the inside upon the frame 
of the tube at i : if, therefore, the tube 
were white inwardly, or of any other 
colour, it would be illuminated by this 
ray, and of itself would generate new 
rays of light, which must of necessity be 
conveyed through the other lenses, and 
disturb the reiM-esentation, by mingling 
with the proper rays of the object. 

4. But if the inside of the tube be 
blackened deeply, no njew rays will be 
produced, let the light be ever so strong. This 
blackening must be carried through the whole length 
of the telescope, as there is no black so deep as not 
to generate, when illuminated, some faint light. 
Supposing, then, th^ some extraneous rays were 
to make their way jfo the second lens B, the black 
of the tube, pursuing their course, would easily 
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5. nit even this precantioa is niX mfficient, it is 
neceuaiy likewise to (unnsh the iiuide of the tube 
with one or more diaphragras, perforated with a small 
circular aperture, the better to exclude all extraneon* 
li^t ; bat care miiBt be taken that they do not ex- 
clude the raya of the object which the instrnment is 
intended to represent. See Fig. 198. 

6. It is necessary to observe ai what Fig. 19B. 
place in the tube the proper mys of the . 
otiyeet are most contracted ; this muat be 
at the points where their images ate 
represented, for there a]l the rays are 
collected together. Now, the object- 
glass A represents the image in its focos 
at M. You have only, then, to compute 
the magnitude of this image, and there 
to fix your diaphragm, whose aperture 
m n shall be equal to the magnitude of the 
ima^, or rather somewhat greater. For 
if the aperture were less than the image, 
there would be a proportional loss of the 
apparent field, which, is always a great 
defect. 

7. These are the obserrations respecting the dia- 
phragm which apply to aslnMiomical telescopes- 
composed of two convex lenses. In terrestrial tele- 
scopes two images are represented within the tgdM ; 
besides the first at M, represented by the object- 
glass in its focus, and which the second lensBtrans' 
ports to an in&nite distance, the third lens represents 
a second image in its focus N, which is upright, 
whereas the formerwas inverted. At N. therrfore, 
is the nroner niace to fix a second diaphragm perfo- 

of tiie msgoitt^e of the 
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the jnside cffiUte lube, produce likewise an •excellent 
ieffeotiwith-sespectito distinctness of representation. 
It BiiHSt .'be eareCully observed, however, that the 
{greater the ^eld is which the telescope discovers, 
ihe leas is to be expected from these diaphragms, as 
in that -oase the images become greater, so that the 
/apetture of :the diaphragms must be so enlarged as 
tto/render:them incapable of any longer excluding the 
extraneous rays. So much the greater care, there- 
fore, must be taken thoroughly to blacken the inside 
lOf :the iiibe, and to make it larger, which consider- 
>ably diminishes the unpleasant elect of which I have 
i»een speaking. 
il^&J^, 1763. 
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In iMat iMnm&r Telescopes represent the Moon, the 
flaneiSi the . Sun,, and the Fixed Stars. Why these 
iast appear smaller through the Telescope than to the 
m€dted Eye, Calculation of ihe Distance of the Fixed 
Stars, from a Comparison of their apparent Mqgni- 
fyuletoiththatoftheSun. 

I AM persuaded, that by this time you are v^ry 
iwell pleased to be relieved at length from the dry 
.theory of telescopes, which is rendered agreeable 
only by the importance of the discoveries which 
fthey have enabled us to make. . 

What pleasing surprise is felt on seeing very dis- 
;tant objects as distinctly as if they were one hundred 
)times nearer to us, or more especially in cases where 
there is no possibility of reaching them, which holds 
(With respect to the heavenly bodies ! And you are 
already disposed to admit, that with the aid of thp 
telescope many wonderful things relating to the stains 
iiave been discovered. 

On viewing the mpon ppe jbL|;^)4r.Qd .tm^9 Vi/^f^ 

Vol. II.— K k 
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than she reallv is, many curions inequalities are diis- 
cernible; such as excessive heights and profound 
depths, which from their regularity resemble rather 
works of art than natural mountains. Hence a 
very plausible argument is deduced to prove that 
the moon is inhabited by reasonable creatinres. But 
we have proofs still more satisfactory in simply 
contemplating the almighty power, in union wim 
the sovereign wisdom and goodness of the Great 
Creator. 

Thus the most important discoveries have been 
made respecting the planets, which, to the unassisted 
eye, appear omy as so many luminous points ; but 
which, viewed through a good telescc^e, resemble 
the moon, and appear even still much greater. 

But you will be not a little surprised, when I 
assure you that with the assistance of the best tele- 
scope, even one which magnifies more than two 
hundred times, the fixed stars still appear only 9& 
points, nay, stiU smaller than to the naked eye. This 
is so much the more astonishing, that it is certain 
the telescope represents them such as they would 
appear were we two hundred times nearer. Are we 
not hence reduced to the necessity of concluding, 
that here telescopes fail to produce their effect? 
But this idea presently vanishes, on considering that 
they discover to us millions of little stars which, 
without their aid, must have for ever escaped the 
eye. We likewise perceive the distances between 
the stars incomparably greater; for two stars which 
to the naked eye seemed almost to touch each other, 
when viewed through the telescope are seen at a 
very considerable distance ; a sufficient proof of the 
effect of the telescope. 

What, then, is the reason that the fixed stars ap- 
pear to us smaller through the telescope than to the 
naked eye ? In resolving this question, I remarkr 
first, that the fixed stars appear greater to the naked 
ejre than they ought to do, and that this arises from 
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a false light occasioned by their twinkluig. la fact, 
when the rays proceeding from a star come to paint 
their image at the bottom of the ^e, on the retina, 
our nerves are strucik by it only in one point ; but 
l^ the lustre of the light the adjacent nerves liJkewise 
undergo a concussion, and produce the same feeling ^ 
which would be communicated if the image of the 
object painted on the retina were much greater. 
This happens on looking, in the night, at a very- 
distant light. It appeals much greater thscn when 
we view it at a small distance ; and this increase of 
magnitude is occasioned only by a false glare. ^ Now, 
the more that a telescope magnifies, the more tiiis . 
accident n^ust diminish ; not <^y because the rays 
are thereby rendered somewhat fainter, but because 
the real imafe at the bottom of the eye becomes 
greater ; so Uiat it is no longer a single point which 
supports the whole impression of the rays. Accord- 
ingly, however sniall the stars may appear throuffb • 
a telescope, we may confidently amrm, that to the 
naked eye they would appear still much smaller but 
for this accidental false light, and that as many times 
as the telescope magnifies. ^ 

Hence it follows, that as the fixed stars appear 
only like so many pointy though mag^fied mora 
than 300 times, their distance must be inconceivable. 
It will be easy for you to form a judgment how this 
distance may be computed. The diameter of the 
sun i^pears under an anjj^le of 32 minutes : if, there- 
fore, the,. sun were 32 times farther off, he would 
^pear under an angle of one minute ; and, conse- 
Quently, still much greater than a fixed star viewed 
tnrough the telescope, the^ diameter of which does 
not exceed two seconds, or the thirtieth part of a 
minute. The sun, therefore, must be thirty tii^ies 
more, that is 960 times, farther removed, before his 
appearance could be reduced to that of a fixed star 
observed with the assistance of a telescope. , But 
Ithe fixed star is 200 .times farther off thau th^ tele- 
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scope Mpresentfl it ; and, consequently, the son most 
be 9Q0 times 960, that is, 103,000 times farther off 
than he is, before he could be reduced to the appear- 
ance of a fixed star. It follows, that if the fixed 
stars were bodies as large as the sun, their distances 
would be 103,000 times greater than that of the mm. 
Were they still greater, their distances most be still 
so many times greater ; and supposing them even 
many times smaller, their distances must always be 
more than a thousand times greater than that of the 
sun. Now the distance of the sun from our globe is 
about 96,000,000 of English miles. 

It is impossible, undoubtedly, to think of ttin im- 
mense efistanee of the fixed stars, and of the extent 
of tfte whol^unirerse,' without astonishment. What^ 
must be the power of that Great Bein^ ¥4io created' 
this vast fabric, and who is the absolute Master of 
it 1 Let us adore Him with the most profbundren- 
eration. 

17th Apnl, 1763. 



LETTER ex. 

Why do the M&on and the Sun appear greater at rising 
and setting than at a certain Elevation f DifficuUies- 
attending the Solution of this Phenomenon, 

You must have frequently remariced, that the moon 
at rising and setting appears much larger than when 
she is considerably above the horizon ; and eveiy 
one must give testimony to the truth of this phenom- 
enon. The same observation has been made with 
respect to the sun. This appearance has long been 
a stumbling-block to philosophers ; and, viewed in 
whatever light, difficiuties almost insuperable pre^ 
sent themselves. 

It would be ridiculous to conclude that the 
moon's body is really greater when she is in the- 
horizon than when she has attained her greatest 
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«leyaftion. For, besides that such an idea would be 
absurd in itself, it must be considered, that when 
the moon appears to us in the horizon she appears 
to other inhabitants of onr globe more elevatea, and 
consequently smaller. Now, it is impossible that 
the same body should be at the same time greater 
and smaller. 

It would be almost equtily ridiculous to attempt 
the solution of this strange phenomenon by sup- 
posing that the moon is nearer to us when she ap- 
pears in the horizon than when she is arrived at a 
great elevation, from our certain knowledge that a 
body appears greater in proportion as it is nearer 
us ; and 3rou know thSit the more distant any object 
is, the smsdler it appears. It is for this reason pre- 
cisely th^t the stars appear so extremely small, 
though their real magnitude be prodigious. 

But however plausible this idea may seem, it is 
totally destitute of foundation ; for it is undoubtedly 
certain, that the moon is at a greater distance from 
us at rising and setting, than when at a greater ele- 
vation. The demonstration follows : J^. SOO. 

Let the circfe A B D be the earth, 
and the moon at L. This being laid 
down, an inhabitant at A will see the 
moon in his zenith, or the most elevated 
point of the heavens. But another 
mhabitant at D, where the line D L 
touches the surface of the earth, wiU 
see the moon at the same time in his 
horizon ; so that the moon will appear, 
at the same instant, to the spectator A 
in his zenith, and to the other spectator 
D in his horizon. It is evident, how- 
ever, that the last distance D L is 
greater than the first A L, and conse- 
quently the moon is more distant from 
those who see her in the horizon than 
Irom those who see her near their 
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asoith. Hence it clearly fottows, tint the mosm^ 
when seen in the hocizon, oaght to appear smaller*, 
being then in fact Either frem us than when arrived 
at a ffreat elevattont H is aatonisbing, therefore^ 
that (Ssenratioa ^odd be in direct contradictio& to> 
WSt and that the moon shoidd appear much greater- 
Vben yiewed near the horizon than in the aamnait. 
of the heavens. 

The more this, phenomenon is iavestigaied, ther 
more stranoe it appears, and the more worthy of aft^> 
tention : it being undoubtedly certain that the moon, 
when most remote, that is, in the horiaon, ought ta 
appear smaller, whereas, nevertheless, every one isi 
decidedly of opinion that she then appears ooomd*^ 
ersbly greater. ThiA contradiction is evident, and 
even seems to overturn 931 the principles laid dowxb 
in optics, which, however, are as clearly demonstr»>" 
ble as any in geometry. 

I have purposely endeavoured to- set this difficult 
in its strooffest U^ht, in order to make you the mote 
sensible of the miportance of the true solution. 
Without entering intx> a discussion- of this univevsal 
jud^ent, form^ from appearances, respecting the 
prottgious magnitude of the moon in the horiaqon, I 
shall confine myself to the principal question : le it. 
true, in fact, that tlie moon^ when near the horisoQi. 
actually appears gveater? 

You know that we are possessed of inftiUihle 
means of exactly measuring the heavenly bodies^ by 
ascertaining the number of degrees aiod nuoutes- 
which they wxvpy in the heavens.; or, winch, 
amounts to the same thing, by measudng, Fi^. 901,. 
the angle E OF, formed by the lines £ an3 F Q». 
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^smi'firoRi the opposite points of the moon to the^ 
e3» of the spectator ; and thia angle E O F is what. 
we callJ the iqiparent diameter of the moon. We 
bave^ likewise mstruments perfectly adapted to ther 
purpose.^ at exactly determining) fliis anglfe. Now, 
when we> emplo^tsuch an. instrument in measuring 
thei moon'ist dSameterj first' at. her rising; and.' al^earr. 
word, when sbe^ has gained her* greatest elen^ation^ 
w«' actoally find^her diameter somewhat Teas in thd 
first case uian in the other^ a8< the inequality of dis- • 
tanoe inquires. There cannot remain the shadow * 
•f' doubt as. to this; but, for that veiy reason, the 
dafflculty, instead of dinhnishing^ gathers strength ; 
and it will be asked with so. much the more eageru 
ness. How comes it that the whole world agrees m 
imagining the- moon to be greater when rising or 
setting, mough her apparent diameter is then in 
xealil^ smaller ? and> What can be the reason of this 
delusion, te which m^ are universally subject % 
The asttonomer, wha knows perfectly well that the 
moon's apparent diameter is then smaller, falls ney* 
erthelessj into the same deception aa the most igno- 
VBIlt clowB. 

LBTTPB CXI. 

B^hetioms^ om the Questiofi respecting the MootCs ap^ 
foterU MttgniitnUt Prepress Ummrds a Solution of 
lH€>DiffiaMy^ AJdsut)d. Explanations, 

t(M woiddscaircelyhaye believed that the simple 
appearance of the bmkui ini/iolved'so many difficid- 
tws; but I hope I shell be able to clear the way 
twvavda a sofaition, by. the following reflections : — 

1. It iajuDt astonishing that our judgment respect- 
ing'the magnitude of objects should not always be 
in correspondence with the visual angle under which 
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tre see it: of tMs daily experience furnishes snfiEL' 
cient proof. A cat, for example, appears, when very 
Bear, under a greater angle than an ox at the dis- 
tance of 160 paces. I could never, at the same time, 
imagine the eat to be larger than the ox: and you 
will please to recollect, that our judgment respecting 
maffnitttde is always intimately connected with that 
of distance ; so that if we commit a mistake in the 
«ealcidatioa of distance, our judgment respecting 
magnitude becomes, of necessity, erroneous. 

a. in order to elucidate this more cleariy, it some- 
times happens that a fly passing suddenly before the 
eye, without our thinking of it, if our sight is fixed 
on a distant object we imagine at first that the fly is 
ttt a great distance; and as it appears under a yery 
considerable angle, we take it for a moment to be a 
large fowl, which at the proper distance would ap- 
pear imder the same angle. It is then incontestably 
certain, that o\xt judgment respecting the magnitude 
of objects is not regulated by the visual angle under 
which they are seen, and that there is a very great 
difierenoe between the apparent magnitude of objects 
and the calculated or computed n^agnitude. The 
first is regulated by the visual angle, and the other 
depends on the distance to which we suppose the 
4>bject to be removed. 

3. To avail myself .of this remark, I further ob- 
serve, that we ought not to say that we see the 
moon greater in the horizon than at a considerable 
elevation. This is absolutely false, for we then see 
her even somewhat less. But, to speadc accuratdy, 
we ought to say that we judge and compute the 
moon greater when she is in the horizon ; and this 
is literaUy true with the unanimous consent of all 
mankind. Thisii^ suflicient to reconcile the apparent 
contradiction formerly suggested ; for nothmg pie^ 
vents our judging or computing the moon to be 
greater when she rises or sets, though she is seeR 
under a smaller visual ai^^ 
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4L We are no longer^ then, called upon to explain 
why we see the moon greater in the horizon, which 
iS'imposflible, for in reality she then appears smaller, 
aflimaybe demonstrated by measuring the visual' 
ande. The difficulty, therefore, is reduced to this : 
Wherefore do we judge orcompute the moon to be 
greater when in those situations! or rather, we 
must endeavour to account for this whimsical com- 
putaition. The thing is not surprising in itself, as 
V9« Imow a thousand cases in which we estimate 
objects to be very great, though we see them under 
very smtdl an^esi 

6. We have only to say, then, that when the 
moon is rising, or setting, we suppose her to be at a 
gmator! distance thanwhep she has attained a cer- 
tain: elevation. Whenever this computation is set- 
tled^ whatever maiybe the cause of it, the oonse* 
quenceis necessary, .that we must likewise eondude 
tbe iBoen tO) be greater in 'proportion* For, in every 
case, Uie more distfnt'vre estimate any object to be, 
the greater we presume it island this m, the same 
ponportion;. As soon^ aa 1 imagine, by whatever 
illuaionf that^a fly passing; close before my eye is at 
tiiBJ disftancer ofi 100 paoes^ I am obliged^ almost 
wfafitfaerlwillornot) to suppose it as many times 
gceatraas: 100 paae»e3cceed the real distance of the 
flyfrom my eyes; 

a. We are now, ti2eref€»re^ reduced to a new* 
question : Wherefore do we presume that the moon 
is at. a.' greater dislanee when she is seen in the 
hoidzoni and; Wherefore i»;this illusion so universal 
asuiotr to admit oCa sisgie exception ? For the illu- 
sion of imagining that the moon is then at a much 
greater distance is altogether unaccountable; It is 
undoubtedly true that the moon is then really a little 
more distant, as I demonstrated in my last Letter ; 
but the difference is so trifling as to be impercepti- 
ble. Besides, the sun, though 100 times more dis- 
tant than the moon, does not appear so, and the eye 
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€8timate8 even the fixed ^tan as nearly at the 9ame 
distance. 

7. Though, therefore, when the moon is in the 
horizon, she is actually a little more distant, this 
circumstance cannot affect the present qaestion; 
and this universal computation, which induces the 
whole world to imagine the moon to be then at a 
much greater distance than she really is, must be 
founded on reasons entirel}r different, and capable 
of producing universal illusion. For, as the com- 
putation is unquestionably erroneous, the reasons 
which determine us to make it must necessarily be 
very striking. 

8. Some philosophers have attempted to explain 
this phenomenon by alleging that it is occasioned 
by the intervention of various objects between us 
and the moon, such as cities, villages, forests, anif 
mountains. This, say they, is the reason that she 
then appears to be much farther off; whereas, when 
she has attained a considerable elevation, as no other 
body intervenes, she must appear to be nearer. But 
this explanation, however ingenious it may at first 
.«ght appear, is destitute of solidity. On lookhig at 
the moon in the horizon, through a small aperture 
made in any body ^vhich shall conceal the interme* 
diate objects, she nevertheless still seems greater. 
Besides, we do not always imagine that objects 
between which and us many other bodies interpose 
are more distant. A great hall, for example, when 
quite empty, usually appears much larger than when 
filled with company, notwithstanding the numerous 
objects then interposed between us and the Vira^of 
the apartment. 

2ith April, 17es. 
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LETTER CXII. 

An Attempt towards the true Explanation of this Phe^ 
nomenon, — The Moon appears more distant when in 
the Horizon than when at a great Elevation, 

Wb are still, then, very far from the true solu- 
tion of this universal illusion, under which all, 
without exception, are induced to imagine the moon 
to be much greater when in the horizon than when 
considerably elevated. I have already remarked, 
that this phenomenon is so much the more unac- 
countable, from its being demonstrable that the 
moon's apparent diameter is then even somewhat 
less : we ought not, therefore, to say, that we then 
see the moon greater, but that we imagine her to 
be so. 

Accordingly,! have very often observed our judg- 
ment of objects to differ very widely from vision 
itself. We do not hesitate, for example, to conclude 
that a horse 100 paces distant is larger than a dog 
one pace distant, though the apparent magnitude of 
the dog is unquestionably greater ; or, which amounts 
to the same thing, though the image of the dog 
painted on the bottom of the eye be greater than 
that of the horse. Our judgment in this pase is 
regulated by taking distance into the account ; and 
laying it down that the horse is much farther off 
than the dog, we conclude he is much larger. 

It is very probable, therefore, that the same eir- 
cumstance may take place respecting the moon s 
appearance, and induce us to reckon the moon 
creater when in the horizon than at a considerable 
elevation. In the case of the horse, our computa- 
tion of distance was founded in truth ; but here, as 
it is absolutely erroneous, the illusion must be sm^ 
gularly tmaccountable, but mtist, at the same tim^ 
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have a certain foundation, as ite prevalence is uni- 
versal, and cannot therefore he imputed to capnce. 
Wherein can it coBsist 1 Whi» w to he the subject 
of our present inquiry. 

4. Bvtiy one considers tbe azure expanse of 
heaven as a flattened arch, the summit of which is 
much nearer to us than the under part, where it 
meets the horizon. A person, accordingly, stand- 
ing on a plane A B, -Fijg. 208, Fig, 903. 
whieh extends as fiur as his 
sight, perceives the vault of , 
heaven, commonly called the -^ 
Armament, under the figute 
A E F B, in which the distances C A and C B are 
much greater than from the zenith to C. 

3. This idea is likewise beyond all question a 
mere illusion, there heing in reality no such vault 
surrounding and enclosing us on every side. It is 
a void of immense extent, as it reaches to the most 
distant of the fixed stars— an interval that far ex- 
ceeds all power of imagination. I use the word 
vaidt to distinguish it from gross terrestrial bodies. 
For, near the earth, space is occupied by our at- 
mosphere ; and beyond, by that fluid, infinitely more 
subtile, which we call ether, 

3. Though this vault, however, has no real exist- 
ence, it possesses an undoubted reality in our imagi- 
nation ; and all mankind, the philosopher as well as 
the clown, are subject to the same illusion. On the 
surface of ♦his arch we imagine the sun, the moon, 
and all the stars to be disposed like so many bril- 
liant studs affixed lo it ; and though we have a per- 
fect conviction of the contrary, we cannot help 
giving way to the iUnsion. 

4. This being laid down, when the moon is in the 
horizon, imagination attaches her to the point A or 
B ot this supposed vault, and hence we conclude her 
distance to be as much greater as we qonsider the 

,Jm P^Pr.C^.toJje jgr^ter :tha?i,C,2i;,but,]iir>fiB 
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^h6 ascends and approaches the zenith, we imagine 
she comes nearer; and if she reaches the very 
zenith, we think she is at the least possible distance. 
6. The illusion as to distance necessarily involves 
that which respects magnitude. As the moon at A 
appears much farther from C than in the zenith, 
we are in a manner forced to conclude that the moon 
is really so much greater; and that in the same 
proportion that the distance C A appears to exceed 
the distance C Z. All will not, perhaps, agree in 
determining this proportion ; one will say, the moon 
appears to him twice as great when in the horizon ; 
another will say three times; and the generality 
will declare for the medium between two and three; 
but every one wiU infallibly agree in asserting that 
the moon appears larger. 

6. It may be necessary here to present you with 
the demonstration of this proposition. The com- 
jputation of magnitude is necessarily involved in the 
computation of distance. "When the moon is near 
the horizon, we see her, Fig. 203, under a. certain 
angle, say MCA, the spec- p- 203 
tator being at C; and when ** 
she is at a very great eleva- 
tion, let N C D be the angle 
vmder which we see her. It 
is evident that these two an- 
gles M C A and N C D are 

nearly equal to each other, the difference being im- 
perceptible. 

7. But, in the first case, as we estimate the moon's 
distance to be much greater, or equal to the line 
K) A, with reference to the imaginary vault above 
described, it follows, that we compute the moon's 
diameter to be equal to the line M A. But, in the 
other case, the distance of the moon C D appears 
much smaller; and consequently, as the angle N C D 
is equal to the angle MCA, the computed magni- 

VoL. Il.-^L 1 
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tnde D N will be much smaller than the computed 
magnitttde A M. 

8. To put this beyond a doubt, you have only te 
cut off from the lines C M and G A the parts C d 
and C n, equal to the lines C D and C N ; and as in 
the two triangles Cdn and G D N, the angles at the 
point G are equal, the triangles themselves are like- 
wise so, and consequently the line D N will be equal 
to the line d n ; but d n ia evidently smaller than 
A M, and that as many times as the distance C d 
and G D is less than G A. This is a clear demon- 
stration of the reason why we estimate the moon 
to be greater when in the horizon than when near 
the zenith. 

2&th April, 1762. 



LETTER GXIII, 

The Heavens appear under the form of an Arch flattened 

towards the Zenith, 

You will charge me, no doubt, with pretending to 
explain one illusion by another equally unaccount^ 
able. It may be said, that the imaginary vault of 
heaven is altogether as inconceivable as the in- 
creased appearance of the moon and the other hea- 
venly bodies when in or near the horizon. The 
objection is not without foundation, and therefore 
lays me under the necessity of attempting to explain 
the true reason why the heavens appear in the form 
of an arch flattened towards the summit. The fol- 
lowing reflections may, perhaps, be received as an 
acquittance of my engagement. 

1. In order to account for this imaginary vault, it 
will be alleged that it proceeds from the appearance 
of the heavenly bodies, as seeming more remote 
when in the horizon than when near to or in the 

nith. This is undoubtedly a formal petkio pritu 
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eipii, aa lopdanB call it, or a begging of the ques- 
tion, which every one is entitled to reject as a 
ground of reasoning. In truth, having said above 
that the imaginary vault of heaven makes the moon 
in the horizon appear farther off than when near 
Ihe zenith, it would be ridiculous to affirm, that the 
thing which leads us to imagine the eliBtence of 
such a vault is that horizontal objects appear more 
distant than vertical. 

3. It was not, however, useless to suggest the 
idea of this imaginary vault, though it may not 
carry us a great way forward; and after I shall 
have explained wherefore the heavenly bodies ap- 
pear more remote when viewed near the horizon, 
you will be enabled to comprehend, at the same time, 
the reason of that twofold universal illusion, namelv, 
the i^parently increased magnitude of the heavenly 
bodies when in the horizon, and the flattened arch 
of heaven. , 

3. The whole, then, reverts to this, to explam 
wherefore the heavenly bodies when seen in the 
horizon appear more remote than when at a con- 
siderable elevaticm. I now affirm, it is becau."- 
these objects appear less brilliant ; and this imposi 
on roe the double task of demonstrating why the: 
objects display less brilliancy when in or near t! 
horizon, and of explaining how this Eiroumstam 
necessarily involves the idea of a greater diatanc 
I flatter myself I shall be enabled to discharge bo 
of these to your satisfaction. 

4 The phenomenon itself will not be caiiefl 
question. However greater the sun's lustre may 
at noon, which it is then impossible to ascerta 
YOU know that in the morning and evening, wh 
be is rising or setting, it is possible to contemnla 
hia body without any injury to the eye; and t 
■»me thing takes place with "■esP^ctJ" *e.™^ 
and all the stars, whose brilliancy is greatly dim 
iBhed in the vicinity of the honaon. We accoi 
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ingly do not see the smaller stars when at a small 
elPTation above the horizon, though they are suf- 
ficiently discernible at a certain heighf. 

5. This being established beyond a possibility of 
doubt, the cause of this difference of illumination 
remains to be investigated. It is abundantly efvident 
that we can trace it only in our atmosphere, or the 
body of air which encompasses our earth, in so far 
as it is not perfectly transparent. For if it were, 
so that all the rays should be transmitted through 
it without undergoing any diminution, there coidd 
be no room to doubt that the stars must always 
shine with the same lustre, in whatever region of 
the heavens they might be discovered. 

6. But the air, a substance much less fine and 
subtile than ether, whose transparency is perfect, 
is continually loaded with heterogeneous particles, 
rising into it above the earth, such as vapours and 
exhalations, which destroy its transparency ; so that 
if a ray should fall in with such a particle, it would 
be intercepted, and almost extinguished by it. It is 
accordingly evident, that the more the air is loaded 
with such particles, which prevent the transmission 
of light, the more rays must be. lost by the intercep- 
tion ; and you know that a very thick mist deprives 
the air of almost all its transparency, to such a de- 
gree that it is frequently impossible to distinguish 
objects at three paces' distance. 

7. Let the pomts marked in Fig. 264 represent 

F^. 204. 




such particles scattered through the air, whose 
number is greater or leiss, according as the air is 
more or less transparent. It is evident, that many 
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of the rays which penrade that space must be lost, 
and that the loss must be greater in proportion as 
the space which they had to run through that air 
is greater. We see, then, that distant objects be- 
come invisible in a fog, while such as are very near 
the eye may be still perceptible, because the rays 
of the first meet in their progress a greater number 
of particles which obstruct their transmission. 

8. We must hence conclude, that the longer the 
space is through which the rays of the heavenly 
bodies have to pass through the atmosphere in order 
to reach our eyes, the more considerable must be 
their loss or diminution. Of this you can no longer 
entertain any doubt. All that remains, then, is 
simply to demonstrate, that the rays of the stars 
which we see in or near our horizon have a longer 
space of the atmosphere to pervade than when nearer 
the zenith. When this is done, you will easily 
comprehend why the heavenly bodies appear much 
less brilliant when near the horizon than at the time 
of rising and setting. This shall be the subject of 
my next Letter. 

Ut May^ 1762. 

LETTER CXIV. 

JRcfljon assigned for the Faintness of the Light of the 
Heavenly Bodies in the Horizon, 

What I have just advanced, namely, that the rays 
of the heavenly bodies, when in the honzon, have a 
larger portion of our atmosphere to pervade, may 
appear somewhat paradoxical, considenng that the 
atmosphere universally extends to the same height, 
80 that at whatever point the star may be, its rays 
must always penetrate through the whole of that 
height before it can reach our eyes- The foUowmg 

LIS 
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reflections, I flatter myself, will give you complete 
satisfaction OB the subject. . . ^ .^ 

1. It is first of all necessary to form a just idea 
of the atmosphere which surrounds oiur globe. For 
this purpose the interior circle 
A B C D, Fig. 205, shall represent 
the earth, and the exterior dotted 
circle abed shall mark the height 
of the atmosphere. Let it be re- 
marked, that universally in propor- 
tion as the air rises above the sur- 
face of the earth it becomes always 
more transparent and subtile, so 
that at last it is imperceptibly lost 

in the ether which fills the whole expanse of heaven. 

2. The grosser air, that which is most loaded with 
the particles that intercept and extinguish ^e rays 
of light, is universally found in the lower regions, 
near the surface of the earth. It becomes, there- 
fore, more subtile as we ascend, and less obstructive 
of the light ', and at the height of 5 English miles 
has become so transparent as to occasion no per- 
ceptible obstruction whatever of the light. The 
distance, then, between the interior circle and the 
exterior, may be .fixed at 6 English miles nearly, 
whereas the semi-diameter of the globe contains 
About 3982 of such miles; so that the height of the 
atmosphere is a very small matter compared witb 
the magnitude of the globe. 

3. Let us now con- 
sider. Fig. 206, a spec- 
tator at A, on the surface 
of the earth ; and draw- 
ing from the centre of 
the globe G, through A, 
the line G Z, it will be 
directed towards the ze- 
nith of the spectator. 
The line A S, which is 



Fig, 20e. 
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perpendicular, and touches the earili, will be hori-' 
aiontal to it. Consequently, he will see a st^ at Z 
HI his zenith, or in the summit of the heavens ; but a 
star at S will appear to him in the horizon at ita 
rising'Or setting. Each of these stars may be con- 
sidered as infinitely distant from the earth, though it 
was impossible to represent this in the figure. 

4. Now you have only to cast your eye once more . 
on the figure, to be satisfied that the rays proceeding 
from S have a much longer space to travel through 
the atmosphere than those from the star Z, before 
they readh the spectator at A. Those from the 
star Z liave only to pass through the perpendicular 
height of the atmosphere a A, which is not above 6 
English miles, whereas those that come from the 
star S have to travel the whole space h A, which la 
evidently much longer; and could the figure be 
represented more conformably to the fact, so as to . 
exhibit the radius G A 3983 times longer than the 
height A a, we should find the distance A A to exceed 
40 such miles. 

5. It is further of importance to remark, that the 
rays of the star Z have but a very small space to 
travel through the lower region of the atmosphere, 
which is most loaded with vapour ; whereas the rays 
of the star S have a much longer course to perform 
through that region, and are obliged to graze, if I may 
use the expression, along the surface of the earth. 
The conclusion, then, is obvious. The rays of the 
star Z undergo scarcely any diminution of lustre, 
but those of the star S must be almost extinguished, 
from so long a passage through the grosser air. 

6. It is indisputably certain, then, that the stars 
which we see in the horizon must appear with a 
lustre extremely diminished; and it will simply 
account to you for a well-known fact, that you can, 
without any inconvenience, fix your eyes steadily 
oit the rising or setting sun ; whereas, at noon, or 
at a considerable elevation, his lustre is insupport- 
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able. This is the first point I undertook to demon- 
strate ; I proceed to the second, namely, to prove 
that it is the diminution of light which forces us 
idmost to imagine the heavenly bodies at a much 
ffreater distance than when we see them in all their 
lustre. 

7. The reason must be sought in terrestrial bodies, 
with which we are every day conversant, and re- 
specting whose distance we form a judgment. But 
for the same reason that rays of light in passing 
through the air undergo some diminution of lustre, 
it is evident that the farther an object is removc^l 
from us, the more of its lustre it loses, and the more 
obscure it becomes in proportion. Thus, a very dis- 
tant mountain appears quite dark ; but on a nearer 
approach we can easily discover trees on it, and 
other minuter objects, which it was impossible to 
distinguish at a very remote distance. 

8. This observation, so general, and which never 
misleads us in contemplating terrestrial bodies, has 
produced in us from our chudhood this fundamental 

Srinciple, from which we conclude objects to be 
istant in proportion as the rays of light which they 
emit are weakened. It is in virtue of this principle, 
therefore, that we conclude the moon to be farther 
off at rising and setting than at a considerable eleva- 
tion ; and for the same reason we conclude she is 
so much greater. You will, 1 flatter myself, admit 
this reasoning to be solid, and this embarrassing phe- 
nomenon to be as clearly elucidated as the nature 
of the subject permits. 
ith May, 1769. 
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LETTER CXV. 

lUimon respecting the Distance of Objects^ and the 
Diminution of Lustre, 

Thb principle of our imagination, by which I have 
ondeavoured to explain the phenomenon of the 
moon^s greater apparent magnitude in the horizon 
than at a considerable elevation, is so deeply rooted 
in our nature as to become the sourde of a thousand 
similar illusions, some of which I will take the Uberty 
to suggest. 

We have been habituated from infancy, almost 
involuntarily, to imagine objects to be distant in 
proportion as their lustre is diminished ; and, on the 
other hand, very brilliant objects appear to be nearer 
than they really are. This illusion can proceed only 
from an ill-regulated imagination, which very fre- 
quently misleads us. It is nevertheless so natural 
and 80 universal that no one is capable of guarding 
against it, though the error, in many cases, is ex- 
tremely palpable, as I have shown in the instance 
of the moon ; but we are equally deceived in a va- 
riety of other instances, as I shall presently make 
appear. 

1. It is a well-known illusion that the flame of a 
conflagration in the night appears much nearer than 
it really is. The reason is obvious ; the Are blazes 
in all its lustre ; and in conformity to a principle pre- 
established in the imagination, we always conclude 
it to be nearer than it is in reality. * 

S. For the same reason a great hall, the walls of 
which are perfectly white, always appears smaller. 
White, you know, is the most brilliant colour : hence 
we conclude the walls of such an apartment to be too 
near ; and consequently the apparent magnitude is 
thereby diminished. 



406 TUB DISTANCE OF OBJBOT8. 

S. But in an apartment hong with black, as is the 
custom in monmings, we perceive the directly 
opposite effect. The apartment now ai>pears con- 
Biderahly more spacious than it really is. Black 
is undeniadbly the most gloomy of colours, for it 
reflects scarcely any light on the eye ; hence the 
walls of an apartment in deep moummg seem more 
distant than they are, and consequently greater ; hot 
let the black hangings be removed and the white 
colour reappear, and the apartment will seem c<ki- 
tracted. 

4. No class of men avail themselves more of this 
natural and universal illusion than painters. The 
same picture, you know, represents some objects as 
at a great distance, and others as very near ; and 
here the skill of the artist is most conspicuous. It 
is not a lltUe surprising, that though we know to 
absolute certainty all the representations of a pic- 
ture to be expressed on the same surface, and con- 
sequently at nearly the same distance from the eye, 
we should be, nevertheless, under the power of illu- 
sion, and imagine some to be q[uite near, and others 
extremely distant. This illusion is commonly as- 
cribed to a dexterous management of light and shade, 
which undoubtedly furnish the painter with endless 
resources. But you have only to look, at a picture 
to be sensible that the objects mtended to be thrown 
to a great distance are but faintly and even indis- 
tinctly expressed. Thus, when the eye is directed 
to very remote objects, we easily perceive, for ex- 
ample, that they are men ; but it is impossible to 
distinguish the parts, such as the eyes, the nose, the 
mouth ; ahd it is in conformity to this appearance 
that the painter represents objects. But those which 
he intends should appear close to us he displajrs in 
all the brightness of colouring, and is at pains clearly 
to express each minute particular. If they are per- 
sons, we can distixiguish the smallest lineaments of 
the face, the folds of the drapery, &c. : this part 
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of the representation seems, I may say, to rise out 
of the canvass, while other parts appear to sink and 
retire. 

5. On this illusion, therefore, the whole art of 
painting entirely rests. Were we accustomed to 
form our judgment in strict conformity to truth, this 
art would make no more impression on us than if 
we were blind. To no purpose would the painter 
call forth all his powers of genius, and employ the 
happiest arrangement of colours ; we should coldly 
amrm, on that piece of canvass there is a red spot, 
here a blue one ; there a black stroke, here some 
whitish lines ; every thing is on the same plane sur- 
face ; there is no rising nor sinking ; therefore no 
real object can be represented in this manner : the 
whole would in this case be considered as a scrawl- 
ing on paper, and we should perhaps fatigue ourselves 
to no puipose in attempting to decipher the meaning 
of all these diiSerent coloured spots. Woidd not a 
man in such a state of perfection be an object of 
much compassion, thus deprived of the pleasure 
resulting from the productions of an art at once so 
amusing and so instructive 1 

Sth May, 1762. 



LETTER CXVI. 

On the Azure Colour of the Heavens, 

You are now enabled to comprehend the reason 
why the sun and moon appear much greater when 
in the horizon than at a considerable elevation. It 
consists in this, that we then unintentionally com- 
pute these bodies to be at a greater distance, a com- 
putatton founde(^ on the very considerable diminution 
which their lustre in that position undergoes, from 
the longer passage which the rays have to force 
through the lower region of the atmosphere, which 
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18 the most loaded with vapoim and exhahitioiis, 
whereby the transparency is diminished. This is a 
brief recapitulation of the reflections which I have 
taken the liberty to suggest on this subject. 

This quality of the air, which diminishes transpa- 
rency, might at first sight be considered as a defect. 
But on attending to consequences, we shall find it so 
far from being such, that we ought, on the contrary, 
to acknowledge in it the infinite wisdom and good- 
ness of. the CRBA.TOR. To this impurity of the air 
we are indebted for that wonderful and ravishing 
spectacle which the azure of the heavens presents 
to the eye ; for the opaque particles which obstruct 
the rays of light are illuminated by them, and after- 
ward retransmit their own proper ra3r8, produced in 
their surface by a violent agitation, as is the case in 
aU opaque bodies. Now, it is the number of vibra- 
tions communicated to them which represents to us 
this magnificent azure ; a circumstance which well 
deserves to be completely unfolded. 

1. I observe, first, that these particles are ex- 
tremely minute and considerably distant from each 
other, besides their being delicately fine and almost 
wholly transparent. Hence it comes to pass, that 
each separately is absolutely imperceptible, so that 
we can be affected by them only when a very great 
number transmit their rays at once to the eye, and 
nearly in the same direction. The rays of several 
must therefore be collected, in order to excite a sen- 
sation. 

9. Hence it clearly follows, that such of these 
particles as are near to us escape our senses, for they 
must be considered as poioits dispersed through the 
mass of air. 

But such as are very distant from the eye, as, 
Fig. 207, the points abc^ col- „. ^^_ 

lect in the eye O, almost ac- *^' '^"'" 

cording to the same direction, 0''=^:::^^cil~~"^ 
their several rays, which thus 
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become sufficiently strong to affect the sigM, espe- 
cially when it is considered that similar particles 
more remote, e f g hy as well as others more near, 
concur in producing this effect. 

3. The azure colour which we see in the heavens 
when serene is nothing else, then, but the result of 
all these particles dispersed through the atmosphere, 
especially of such as are very remote : it may be 
affirmed, thfrefore, that they are in their nature blue, 
but a blue extremely clear, which does not become 
sufficiently deep and perceptible, except when they 
are in a very great number, and unite their rays ac- 
cording to the same direction. 

4. Art has the power of producing a similar effect. 
If, on dissolving a small quantity of indigo in a great 
quantity of water, you let that water fall drop by drop, 
you will not perceive in the separate drops the 
slightest appearance of colour ; and on pouring some 
of it into a small goblet, you will perceive only a 
faint bluish colour. But if you fill a large vessel 
with the same water, and view it at a distance, you 
will perceive a very deep blue. The same experi- 
ment may be made with other colours. Burgundy 
wine, in very small quantities, appears only to be 
faintly reddish ; but in a large flask completely filled, 
the wine appears of a deep red. 

6. Water, in a large and deep vessel, presents 
something like colour ; but in a small quantity is 
altogether clear and limpid. This colour is com- 
moiSy more or less of a greenish cast, which may 
warrant us in saying that the minute particles of 
water are likewise so, but of a colour so delicately 
fine that a great mass of it must be collected before 
the colour can be perceptible, because the rays of a 
multitude of particles then concur towards producing 
this effect. 

6.. As it appears probable, from this observation, 
that the minute particles of water are greenish, it 
might be maintained, that the reason why the sea, 

Vol. II. — M m 
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or the water of a lake or a pool, appears gieen^is the 
Tery same that gives the heayens the appearance of 
azure. For it is more probable that all tne particles 
of the air shoidd hare a faintly bluish cast, but so 
▼ery faint as to be imperceptible till presented in a 
prodigious mass, such as tne whole extent of the 
atmosphere, than that this colour is to be ascribed 
to vapours floating in the air, but which do not ap- 
pertam to it. 

7. In fact, the purer the air is, and the more purged 
from exhalation, the brighter is the lustre of heaven's 
aziire ; which is a sufficient proof that we must 
look for the reason of it in the nature of the proper 
particles of the air. Extraneous substances min- 
gling with it, such as exhalations, b^pome, on the 
contrary, injurious to that beautiful azure, andiserve 
to diminish its lustre. When the air is overioaded 
with such vapours, they produce fogs near the sur- 
face, and entirely conceal from us the azure appear- 
ance ; when they are more elevated, as is frequently 
the case, they form clouds, which frequently cover 
the whole face of the sky, and present a very dif- 
ferent colour from that of this azure of the pure air. 
This, then, is a new (}uality of air, different from 
those formerly explamed — subtilty, fluidity, and 
elasticity ; namely, the minute particles of air are in 
their nature bluish. 

lUh May, 1763. 



LETTER CXVII. 

What the Appearance would he were the Air forfedhf 

transparent. 

Independent of the beautiful spectacle of the azure 
heavens procured for us by this colour of the cir- 
cumambient air, we should be miserable in the 
extreme were it perfectly transparent, and divested 
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of those bltiish particles ; and we have herd a new 
reason for adoring the infinite wisdom and goodness 
of the Creator. 

Tliat you may have full conviction of the truth of 
my assertion, let us suppose the air to be quite trans- 
parent, and similar to the ether, which, we know, 
transmits all the rays of the stars, without inter- 
cepting so much as one, and contains no particles 
themselves illuminated by rays, for such a particle 
oould not be so without intercepting some of the 
rays which fell upon it. If the air were in this state, 
the rays of the sun would pass freely through it, 
without the retransmission of any light to the eye : 
we should receive, then, those rays only which came 
to us immediately from the sun. The whole heavens, 
except the spot occupied by the sun, would appear, 
therefore, completely dark ; and instead of this bril- 
liant blue, we should discover nothing on looking 
upward but the deepest black and the most profound 
mght. Fig, 208. 

Fig, 208 represents the sun 
'£ F, and the point O lis the eye 
4>f a spectator, which would re- 
ceive from above no other rays 
but those of the sun, so that 
^ illumination would be lim^ 
ited to the space of the small angle EOF. On di- 
recting the eye towards any other quarter of the 
heavens, say towards M, not a single ray would be 
emitted from it, and the appearance would be the 
same as if we looked into totsd darkness ; now every 

Slace which transmits no ray of light is black. But 
ere the stars must be excepted, which are spread 
over the whole face of the heavens ; for on directing 
the eye towards M, nothing need prevent the rays of 
the stars which may be in that quarter from entering 
into it ; nay, they would have even still more force, 
as they could suffer no diminution of lustre from the 
jBtmosi^re, such as I am now supposing it. All the 
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stars, therefore, would be visible at noon-day, as in 
the darkest night ; but it must be considered that this 
whole ray would be reduced to the space of the \Me 
angle E O F ; all the rest of the heavens would be 
black as uight. 

At the same time, stars near the sun would be 
invisible ; and we should not be able to see, for ex- 
ample, the star N. for on looking to it the eye would 
likewise receive the rays of the sun, with which it 
mast be struck so forcibly that the feeble light of the 
star could not excite any sensation. I say nothing 
of the impossibility of keeping the eye open in at- 
tempting to look towards N. This is too obvious 
not to be understood. 

Bat on opposing to the sun an opaque body, which 
shall intercept his rays, you could not fail to see the 
star N, however near it might be to the sun. It is 
easy to comprehend in what a dismal state we should 
th«i be. This proximity of lustre insupportalide 
and darkness the most profound must destroy the 
organs of vision, and quicKly reduce us to total blind- 
ness. Of this some judgment may be formed from 
the inconvenience we feS on passing suddeidy from 
darkness into light. 

Now this dreadful inconvenience is completely 
remedied by the nature of the air, from its contain- 
ing particles opaque to a very smadl degree, and sus- 
ceptible of illumination. Accordingly, the moment 
the sun is above the horizon, nay, somewhat earlier, 
the whole atmosphere becomes illuminated with 
his rays, and we are presented with that beautiful 
azure wMch I have described, so that our eyes, which- 
ever way directed, receive a great quantity of rays 
generated in the same particles. Thus, on looking 
towards M, Fig, ^8, p. 411, we perceive a great de- 
gree of light produced by this brilliant azure of the 
heavens. 

This very illumination of the atmosphere prevents 
our seeing the stars by day ; the reason of this is ob- 
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vions. It far exceeds that of the stars, and the greater 
light always makes the lesser to dissmpear ; and the 
nerves of the retina at the bottom of the eye, beinff 
already struck by a very strong light, are no longer 
sensible to the impression made by the feebler light 
of the stars. 

You will please to recollect that the light of the 
full moon is upwards of 200,000 times more faint 
than that of the sun ; and this will convince you 
thai the light proceeding from the stars is a mere 
nothing in comparison with the li^ht of the sun. 
But the illumination of the heavens in the day-time, 
even though the sun should be overclouded, is so 
great as many thousand times to exceed the light of 
tiie full moon. 

You must have frecjuently perceived that in the 
sight when the moon is full, the stars appear much 
less brilliant, and that those only of superior magni- 
tude are visible, especially in the moon's vicinity ; a 
jBufficient proof that the stronger light always absorbs 
the feebler. 

It is then an unspeakable benefit, that our atmo- 
aphete begins to be illuminated by the sun even 
before he rises, as we are thereby prepared to bear 
the vivacity of his rays, which would oUierwise be 
insupportable, that is, if the transition from night to 
day were instantaneous. The season during which 
the atmosphere is gradually illuminated before sun- 
rising, and continues to be illuminated after he sets, 
is denominated twilight. This subject, from its im- 
portance, merits a particular explanation, which I 
propose to attempt in my next Letter ; and thus one 
article in physics iiaturaUy runs into another. 

A^iifay, 1763. 

Mm2 
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LETTER CXVin. 

JUfractian of Rays of Light in the Atmospheref and 
its Effects, Of the Twilight. Of the apparent rising 
and setting of the Heavenly Bodies. 

Ih order to explain the cause of the tvnligbt, or 
that iUuminatJon of the heavens which precedes 
the rising of the sun, and continues some time after 
he is set, I must refer you to what has been ahready 
demonstated respecting the horizon and the atmo* 
sphere. 

Let the circle A O B.D.Fig, 209, represent the 
earth, and the dotted circle pig, g^g, 

a h d the atmosphere ; let g a^..-£^r 
a point O be assumed on the 
surface of the earth, through 
which draw the straight line 
H R I, touching the earth 
at O, and this line H I will 
represent the horizon, which 
separates that part of the 
heavens which is visible to us from that which is 
not. As soon as the sun has reached this line, he 
appears in the horizon, both at rising and setting, 
and the whole atmosphere is then completely illu- 
minated. But let us suppose the sun before his 
rising to be still under the horizontal line at S ; from 
which the ray S T R, grazing the earth at T, may 
reach the poiiit of the atmosphere situated in our 
horizon ; the opaque particles which are there will 
already be illuminated by that ray, and consequently 
have become visible. Accordingly, some time be- 
fore the rising of the sun, the atmosphere hoR over 
our horizon begins to be illuminated at R ; and in 
proportion as the sun approaches the horizon a 
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greater part of it will be illuminated, till it becomes 
at length completely, luminous. 

This reflection leads me forward to another phe- 
nomenon equally interesting, and very intimately 
connected with it, namely, that the atmosphere dis- 
covers to us the body of the sun and of the other 
stars some time before they get above the horizon, 
and some time after they have fallen below, by 
vm^ans of the refraction which rays of light undergo 
-on passing from the pure ether into the grosser air 
'Which constitutes our atmosphere ; of this I proceed 
;to give you the demonstration. 

1. Rays of light do not continue to proceed for- 
'ward in a straight line any longer than they move 
'.through a transparent medium of the same nature. 
As soon as they pass from one medium to another, 
^hey are diverted from theii; rectilinear direction— 
<their path is, as it were, broken off; and this is what 
fwe call refraction, which 1 formerly explained at 
considerable length, and demonstrated that rays, on 
passing from air into glass, and reciprocall]^, are 
thus broken or refracted. 

2. Now air being a different medium from ether, 
when a ray of light passes from ether into air it 
must of necessity undergo some refraction. 

Thus, the arch of the circle A M B, Fig, 210, ter- 
minating our upper atmosphere, if a 
jay of light M S, from the ether, falls 
'Upon it at M, it will not proceed 
straight forward in the same direc- 
tion M N, but will assume, on en- 
tering into the air, the direction 
M R, somewhat different from M N ; 
and the angle N M R is denomi- 
nated the angle of refraction, or simply the refrac- 
tion. 

3. I have already remarked, that the refraction is 
greater in proportion as the ray S M falls more ob- 
liquely on the smcface »of the atmosphere, or as the 
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angle B M S is smaller or more acute. For. if the 
ray S M falls perp«ndiciilarly on the surface of the. 
atmosphere, tnat is, if the angle B M S is a right 
angle, no refraction wiU take place, bat the ray will 
pursue its progress in the same straight line. This 
rule is universally applicable to every kind of refrac- 
tion, whatever may be the nature of the two media 
through which the rays traveL 
4. Let the arch of the circle A O B, JFV^. 211, 

Fig. Sll. 




represent the smrface of the earth, and the arch 
E M F terminate the atmosphere. If you draw at 
O the line O M V, touching tne surface of the earth 
ait 0, it will be horizontal. And if the sun is still 
under the horizon at S, so as to be still invisible 
(for no one of his rays can yet reach us in a strai^t 
line), the ray S M being continued in a straight Ime 
woidd pass over us to N ; but as it falls on the at- 
mosphere at M, and in a very oblique direction, the 
angle F M S being very acute, it will thence undergo 
a very considerable refraction ; and instead of pro- 
ceeding forward to N, would assume the direction 
M O, so that the sun would be actually visible to a 
person at O, though still considerably below the 
horizon at S ; or, which is the same thing, below the 
horizontal line O M V. 

5. However, as the ray M 0, which meets the 
eye, is horizontal, we assign that direction to the 
jBun himself, and imagine him to be actually at V, 
;that is, in the horizon, though he is still below it^ 
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And, reciproeally, as often as we see the sun, or 
any star, in the horizon, we are assured they are 
still below it, according to the angle S M V, which 
astronomers have observed to be about half a degree, 
or, more exactly, 32 minutes. 

6. In the morning, then, we see the sun before he 
has reached our horizon, that is, while he is yet an 
angle of 33 minutes below it ; and in the evening a 
considerable time after he is really set, as we see 
him till he has descended an angle of 32 minutes. 
l^e call that the true rising and setting of the sun 
when he is actually in the horizon ; and the com- 
mencement of his appearance in the morning and 
disappearing at night we denominate the apparent 
rising and setting. 

7. This refraction of the atmosphere, which ren- 
ders the apparent rising and setting of the sun both 
earlier and later than the real, procures for us the 
benefit of a much longer day than we should enjoy 
did not the atmosphere produce this effect. Such 
is the explanation of a very important phenomenon 
in nature. 

ISth May, 1762. 



LETTER CXIX. 

The Stars appear at a greater Elevation than they are^ 

Table of Refractions, 

You have now, no doubt, a clear idea of this sin- 
gular effect of our atmosphere, by which the sun 
and the other heavenly bodies are rendered visible 
in the horizon, though considerably below it, 
whereas they would be invisible but for the refrac- 
tion. For the same reason the sun, and all the 
heavenly bodies sdways appear at a greater eleva- 
tion above the horizon than they reaUy are. It is 
necessary, therefore, carefully to distinguish the 
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appmnt elevation of a star from what it would lie 
were there no atmosphere. I shall endeavour to 
set this in the clearest light possible. 
I. Let the arch A O B, FHg. 213, be part of ths 
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surface of the earth, and O the spot where we are, 
through which draw the straight line H O R, toach- 
ing the surface, and this line H R will represent 
the true horizon. From let there be drawn per- 
pendicularly the straight line O Z, which is the same 
thing as suspending a given weight by a cord. This 
line is said to be vertical, and the point Z of the 
heavens, ia which it terminates, is called the aEenitb* 
This line, O Z, then, is perpendicular to the horizon- 
tal line H O R, so that one being known, the other 
must be known likewise. 

3. This being laid down, let there be a st^r at S, 
Fifr, 313 : were there no atmo- 
sphere, the ray S M would 
proceed in a straight line to the 
eye at O, and we should see it 
in the same direction M S, 
where it would actually be — 
that is, we should see it in its 
true place. Let ns then mea- 
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sure the angle S R, formed b^ the ray 8 with 
the horizon R, and this angle is named the height 
of the star> or its elevation above the horizon. We 
measure also the angle S Z, formed by the ray S O 
with the vertical line Z terminating in the zenith : 
and as t^e angle Z O R is a right angle, or 90 de- 
grees, we have only to subtract the angle S O Z 
m>m 00 degrees to have the angle S O R, which 
gives the true elevation of the star. 

3. But let us now attend to the atmosphere, which 
1 suppose terminated by the arch H D N M R, 
tHg. 212, p. 418, and I remark, first, that the pre- 
ceding ray S M of the star S, on entering into M in 
the atmosphere, does not proceed directly forward 
to the eye at O, but, from the refraction, will assume 
another direction, as M P, and consequently will not 
meet the eye at : so that if this star sent dawn 
to the earth only that rajr S M, to a person at 
O it would be absolutely invisible. But it must 
be considered that every luminous point emits its 
rays in all directions, and that all space is filled with 
them. 

4. There will be, then, among others, some ray, 
as S N, which is broken or refracted on entering 
the atmosphere at N ; so that its continuation N O 
shall pass precisely to an eye at O. The refracted 
ray N is not, therefore, in a straight line with the 
ray S M ; and if N O be produced forward to s, the 
continuation N s will form an angle with the ray 
N S, namely, the angle S N j, which is what we 
call the refraction, and which is greater in propor- 
tion as the angle S N R, under which the ray S N 
enters into the atmosphere, is more acute, as was 
demonstrated in the preceding Letter. 

5. It is the ray N 0, consequently, which paints in 
the eye the image of the star S, and which renders 
it visible : and as this ray comes in the direction 
N 0, as if the star were in it, we imagine the star 
likewise to be situated in the direction N O, or in 
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that line continued somewhere at s. This point / 
being different from the real place of the star S, 
we call s the apparent place of the glar, which 
mast be carefhlly distinguished from its place S, 
where the star would be seen were there no atmo- 
sphere. 

6. Since, then, the star is seen by the ray N O, 
the angle NOR, which this ray N O makes with 
the horizon, is the apparent altitude of the star; and 
when by a proper instrument we measure the angle 
N O R, we are said to have found the apparent alti- 
tude of the star; the real altitude being, as we have 
shown, the an^le R O S. 

7. Hence it is evident, that the apparent altitude 
R O N is greater than the real altitude R O M, so that 
the stars appear to us at a greater elevation above 
the horizon than they really are ; for the same rea- 
son they appear already in the horizon while they 
are still below it. Now, the excess of the apparent 
altitude above the true is the an^le M O N, which 
does not differ from the angle S N j, and which we 
call the refraction. For, though the angle S N j, as 
beinff the external angle to the triangle S N O, i» 
equal to the two internal and opposite angles taken 
together, namely, SON and N S O, we may con- 
sider, on account of the immense distance of the 
stars, the lines O S and N S as parallel, and conse- 
quently the angle O S N vanishes; so that the 
angle S O N is nearly equal to the angle of refrac- 
tion S N *. 

8. Having found, then, the apparent altitude of a 

star, you must subtract from it the refraction, in 

order to have the real altitude, which there is no 

other method of discovering. For this purpose, 

astronomers have been at much pains to ascertain 

the refraction to be subtracted from each apparent 

altitude, that is, to determine how much must be 

deducted in order to reduce the apparent to the real 
altitude. 
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9. From a long series of observations, they have 
been at length enaA)led to construct a table, cadled 
the table of refraction, in which is marked for every 
apparent altitude the refraction or angle to be sub- 
tvacted. Thus, when the apparent altitude is no* 
thing, that is, when the star appears in the horizon, 
the refraction is 32 minutes ; the star is accordingly 
an uiffle of actually 33 minutes below the horizon. 
But if the star has acquired any degree of elevation, 
be it ever so inconsiderable, the refraction becomes 
much less. At the altitude of 15 degrees it is no 
more than four minutes ; at the altitude of 40 de- 
grees it is only one minute; and as the altitude 
increases, the refraction always becomes less, till at 
length it entirely disappears at the altitude of 90 
degrees. 

10. This is the case when a star is seen in the 
very zenith ; for its elevation is then 90 degrees, and 
the real and apparent altitude is the same : and we 
are fully assured that a star seen in the zenith is 
actually there, and that the refraction of the atmo- 
sphere does not change its place, as at every other 
degree of altitude. 



THE END. 
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or 
FOREIGN AJ^D SCIENTinC TERMS. 
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A. 

Abirkatiom, in astronomy, an apparent motion in the edeatlal bodIfl% 
oeeaaioned by tbo progreaaiTO motion of liglit, and the earth*a anni^ 
motion. Latin. 

JiUiraetion, in metaphsraiea, that operation of the mind which pnrraaaa 
geueral idea without attending to the particalara of which it is made 
up. Thua, man, tree, are abstract ideas, and may be panned with- 
out deecending to any one indiTidual person or plant included in thfl 
general term. Accordingly, all qu alitiee, aoeh as whiteneaa, cmeltyj 
generosity, are abstract ideas. Latin. 

Aotmrdy in mnsic, the same with eoncord, the delation of two aoondli 
which are always agreeable to the ear, whether emitted at once.qr 
in succession. Latin. 

Aekromatie GIommm, in optics, are those which bring diflbaed rayapf 
light to a focus, and form an image firee fW>m any unilatiual ooloiir. 
7he word ia of Greek extraction, and signifies coUmrlesa, 

Atrtfarm^ having the form or consistency of air. Latin. 

Aerostation^ the art of asceoding into the atmosphere by means of • 
balloon filled with air or gas lighter than that of the atmosphera. 
Latin. 

J^firmativs propositiont in logic, a propoaition which asaerts or afllnna ; 
as, Man is mortal. Latin. 

Air-jntmp, a machine fbr malting experiments on air, ohiefly by exhaust- 
ing close vessels of that fiuid. 

AlgOroy the science of uniTersal arithmetic ; the general proesss of 
which is, by comparing supposed and unknown numbers or quan- 
tities with such as are known, to redpioe supposition toeefttfoty. 
Arable^ 

JJkalh in chymiftry, a substance which turva vegetable bloes to gresD, 
and unites with oils and forms soap, and with aeidaand Ibrma aalta. 
Arabic. 

AUUude^ in astronomy, the height of a-tasfiTenly body abore tbfe horimi. 
Latin. 

^inuUgamatet to incorporate mercury or qnlckailTer with ol|M|r rastaUly 
somettanea naed to denote, in general, the mixture and consaHdatl^il 
of aereral snbaiancet, to as to maka than appear one. mnA 
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4iMlifOM«* baTtng raMmbltnee or agraemeBt. Greek. 

uliM^ymi reeolutioD into first prineiplea, wbether in gnunmar, ibgk^ 
oiiilimnatice, or cbymistry. In gmniniar, an andfysis of a aentenoe 
ie an indication of tbe Tarious parts of speech of which it is eom- 
poaed, and the giamraaticai rulea according to which thej are ar- 
ranged. A ekymital OfuUjfM fe the decomposition of a body Air the 
pvrpoee of ascertaining its elementary or constitneat parts. Greek. 

Anaikema, and its componnds, something set apart to a sacred nme;— 
generally used in an angradooa aenae; doToted to destmotioa, ae- 
corsed. Greek. 

Anatomvt the science which treats irf* the atractare of tbe body, and 
the art of dissecting and reasoning upon it. Greek. 

Angte^ the opening of two lines which meet in a point, ao u not to finrm 
of both one strsight line. Latin. 

AntecederU^ in logic, the former of two propoaitiona in a spedea <^ rea- 
soning, which, without the interrention of any middle proposition, 
leads directly to a fair conclusion ; and this conclusion is termed the 
ConaequerU^ Thus— ] reflect ; therefore I exist. ^ I reflect" is the 
antecedtntf " therefore I exist* is the con»eq%terU. Latin. 

Jintipodt*^ the inhabitants of the globe diametrically oppoaite to ua, and 
whoee foet point exactly to our feet. Greek. 

Aperture, opening. Latin. 

J^proximation^ a coming nearer to. In a st ronomy, the grsdnal ap- 
proach of two celestial bodies towards each other. In arithmetic^ 
a nearer approach to a number or root sou^t, without the poesl- 
bility of arriving at it exactly. Latin. 

Jlffteducf, that which conveys or conducts water. A pipe, a eansL 
Latin. 

Agutoui^ watery, consiating of water. Latin. 

ArUkmHiCt the science of numbers. Greek. 

A^trcnomy^ the science of the heavenly bodies. Greek. 

Astrology, the pretended science of predicting Aiture erenta liy means 
of the planets. Greek. 

AtmMpkeret the body of air which aurrounda the ^oba on all sliea 
Greek. 

A»i8t hi geography, an imaginary straight line passing tbioagh the 
centre of tbe earth fh>m p(rie to pole, round which the glebe reroIvBi 
onoe every twenty-four boura. Latin. 

I B- 

Aaremeler, an instrument of glass filled with mercury, which indieam 
the pressure of the air, and which is in general use aa. an index of 
the weatber. The word is Greek, and signifies vyeigkt-measurtr. 

Ksect, to cut into two equal parts. Latin. 

Bituminotis, like to or cousisting of bitumen,—^ fht, clammy, earily- 
inflammable juice, impregnating coal, or scummed off lakes. Latin. 

JGtomi», a hollow cast-iron globe, to be thrown ih>m a apecies of great 
gun called mortar^ and intended to burst by the force of gunpowder 
at the moment of foiling, and to scatter destruction all around. 
The term is in this work emidoyed to explain the path of all bodies 
forcibly thrown through the air, and the efl!bctof ^vityin bringing 
all heavy moving bodies to the ground. Latin. 

Bo{<my, the science of plants, or that part of natural hiatoiy wUeb 
has the vegetable world for its object. Greek. 
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C. 

rComcra Obicura, an apartment darkened, all bat a small cirealar open 
Inf ,* to which a double-convex glass ia fitted, and by which «<• 
temal objects are represented in their natural colours, motion% 
and proportions, on a white skreen within the apartmenL Latin. 

Cataract, a body of water precipitated firom a great height. Greek. 

CatdptricSf that branch or the science of vision which relates to reflected 
light. The reflective properties of all bodies through which we can- 
not see, but which throw back the light, belong to catoptrics, snch 
as mirrors or every kind. The word is Greek, and signifies back- 
toard vision. 

Canity, a hollow. Latin. 

.Cau«a svMcieiu, suflicient or satisfying cause or reason, a jargon em* 
ployed by certain metaphjrsicians of the last age, who attempted to 
check ail rational experimental inquiry by calling continually Ibr tbs 
■eauaa stifficiens, or adequate cause, or every fart that occurred ; 
while they were bewildering themselves, and attempting to bewilder 
mankind, in a philosophical maze useless, reasonless, and therefbrs 
unsatisfbetory. 

Ctntre, a point within a circle or sphere equally distant flrom every part 
of the circumference or surfhce. Latin. 

Chart, a delineation on paper of part of the land or of the sea, or botji. 
Latin. . 

Chimera, a vain and wild imagination. Latin. 

Choral Music, a sacred band composed of voices and instramenta. 
Latin. 

Chromatic, in optics, relating to colour : in mnsic, to a certain series of 
sounds. Greek. 

Chymistry, the science which treats of the composition of matter in its 
.various conditions, of the nature of its elementary principles, and 
of tile intimate afilnities of simple and compound bodies. 

pirde, a round figure having the essential property that every point of its 
sarronnding line, called the circumference, shall be equally distaot 
ftom its middle point, called the centre. Latin. 

Circumambient, encompaSising, snnoundlog ; apjrtied particularly to sir 
and water. Latin. 

potion, that species of attraction which unites the particles of bodtes, 
^nd produces splidiiy in its various degrees. Latin. 

C^ttisUm, the dashing of one body against another. Latin. 

Comet, a body with a luminous train, like flowing hair, averted from the 
sun ; of uncertain appearance and reappearance, but undoubtedly 
fbnhlng part of our solar system. Greek. 

CompleXf made up of various qualities or ingredients. A beaotiflil, 
wise, and good woman, is a complex idea, containing three distinet 
idea»— beauty, wisdom, goodness : it might be rendered stUl mors 
complex by the addition of higtrt)om, rich, religious. 

Compression, the act of reducing to a smaller soaoe by pressurs. 

Concave, the hollowed surface of a curvilinear body. Ladn. 

Coneussumj mutual shock, by the violent meeting of two bodies. Latin. 

Condensation, the act of forcing matter into a smaller space; Latin. 

Ctntgelatien, the reduction of a fluid to a solid substanos, as wiosr to is^ 
by cold. Latin. 

.Conmntric CircUst OBS within another, havfag s cosunop •enf/n, 

Nn9 
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Conical, btving Ibe (brm of a cone, which is ft flgore produced 1»y torn- 
Ukg roand a right-angled tiiangla aboat it* pwpeiidicalar aide; a 
eommon candle-extin|[aislier oonTeys the idea or it. Greek. 

C9$uequtnL See Antecedent. The two terms are what is called cot' 
relatiMi in other words, the one cannot be understood bat by re- 
ferring to the other. 

OotuoiuDwr, in music, theagreemeiu of two aoands emitted at tlie same 
time. Latin. 

Ctnstihunt, contribntlng to make up or compose. Thus the const itueot 
parts of gunpowder are saltpetre, sulphur, and charcoal. I«atiii. 

CoiUmaify, uninteiruptad cohoexion ; the unviQiated union of tlie jwrta 
of an animal body. Latin. 

Contemture, an interweaving. Latin. 

Oanttmr, the extreme bounaing line of any object. Quldren ddineaCa 
the coulours of each other^i fhces by tracing with a pencil the line 
described on ibe wall when the face is plaMd between a light and 
the wall. French, 

Convergent, gradually approaching. Placed at the extremity of an 
avenue of two rows of trees, planted in straight lines, equally distant 
throughout, you perceive them apparently approaching, and at length 
almost meeting ; they are apparently convergent. ^ 

Convex, the prominent or swelling surfhce of a curvilinear body. Latin. 

Cernea, the transparent portion of the external coat of the eye. Latin. 

CorportaU belongmg to body. Latin. 

Corjnis CaUontm, in meuphysics and anatomy, the part of the htnnan 
brain where the soul ia supposed to reside. Latin, but of Indierooa 
derivation. 

Cofp^fcie, a small or minute body. Latin. 

CoucAu^r, an operation in surgery, that consists in removing the opaque 
lens out of the axis (^ vision, by meana of a needle constmcted Bx 
the purpose. 

Crueibley a pot which can stand fire, employed in melting and rdlnlng 
metals. Low Latin. 

CrystoUme, the solid, transparent, internal humour of the eye. It is a 
double-convex lens, situated immediately behind the pupil. Its oe- 
oaalonal opacity produces tbe disease called cataract. Greek. 

Cube, and its compounds, a figure square and rectangular in all its di- 
mensions and situations. A common die conveys the idea of it 
A cubical room of twenty feet is a room twenty ftot long, twenty 
ftet broad, and twenty feet high, and all in straight linos, and at 
right angles. Greek. 

Oitrve, a bending line. Latin. 

Cylinder, a figure formed by turning a parallelogram roimd one of its 
aides as an axis. The barrel of a hand-organ is a cylinder. TTm 
word is derived firom a Greek verb which signifies to whirl loimd. 

D. 

Dtoomjfose, to separate things compounded. Thus, in printing, to eom- 
poae is to arrange the typea in a flrame, in the order of words and 
sentences ; and to decompose is to take the (hune to pieces. Laiin. 

Degree, in geography, the three hundred and sixtieth part of the elr»im- 
fierence of the globe. It containa about sixty-nbM EngliiJi mileai 
French. 

Dmwiljf, compantive soUdity. Latin. 
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DephMgistiCy depri^red of fiery, inHammable qnalitiefi. Greek. 

JOttonation, the thunfler-like noise prodaced by explosions. Latin: 

Diagram^ a figure delineated for the purpose of demonstration and ex- 
planation. Greek. 

DiametaTf a straigbt line drawn through the centre of a circle or globe. 
Qnek. 

Du^konow body, that ,which easily tranamits thd light, tia ^aaa. 
Greek. 

Diaphragm^ in optical instruments, a clrcalar piece ofpsateboard, or 
other non'tra[iel))areot substadoe, applied to the otgeiBt-glass to ex- 
clude part of (he jrays of light. Greek. 

DiatoniCf an epithet given to the common mttsie, atf it jSraceeda by tntfei 
both ascending and descending. Greek. 

DilaXey to expand, to spread over gteater space. Latin. 

Dimnuionf measure. Latin. 

Dioptric9y that branch of the science of vision which rehuee to the 
transmission of the rays of light through transparent bodies. 
Greek. 

Diuonaneef in music, sounds which do not harmonise, bat are harsh 
and disagreeable to the ear. Latin. 

JHstractioiif tendency in different directions. Latitt. 

Jhoergeniy straight lines gradually removing flurthar and flother flnom 
each other. See Convergent. Latin. 

Diving-beUt a machine of wood, glass, or metal, in Ibrm of a bell, ftr 
the purpose of enabling persons employed in certain kinds of fisheryy 
and in recovering goods lost by sMpwteck, to descend and remain 
with safety under water. 

Viirisibilityt capability of being divided. Latin. 

Double-concavet an optical glass which has both snrfkeea hoUofwed. 

JDoubU-cormery an optical glass which has both surAues raised. 

DmaUi a ducal coin of gold, current in Southern Eon^e, value idHNiC 
two dollars and ten cents. 

JDuetiUf pliant, easily drawn or spread ouC. Latin. 



^Eff^gencBy lustre, brightness. Latin. 
JKMti 



Hicity^ a power in bodies of recovering their fbrmer situation aai 
aa the force is removed which bad changed it. Thus, the extremities 
of a bow are brought nearer by drawipg the string; but when the 
string is relaxed, the bow, by its elasticity, is restored to its natural 
state. It is a property of air, as well as of solid bodies. Greek. 

iSUetricitpy the disposition which certain bodies have of acquiring, by 
rubbing, the quality of attracting other bodies, and or emitting 
sparks of fire. It is derived from a Greek word signifying ambfi 
which is one of the substances endowed with the electrical virtF* 

EUcitj to strike out by force. Thus, by a sharp stroke of the stf^ on 
flint. Are is eiicUed. Latin. ' 

Mofhim^ or Bulogium, an oration in praise qf one absent ><^ ^ead. 
Greek. . 

Ehtcidation^ the act of explaining or rendering clearer. If^* 

Emanatitnty an issuing or flowing flrom ahy substancf« * aouree. 

Emernoriy in astronomy, the reappearance of a star, j>™J*» ^L5?^'!f^ 
aner having been obscured by. the intervention ©P""""*'**/"*"*' 
oepting the light. Latin. 
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JBwifitqp^ffff, tlM wbole flirde of acienee; a ufliverral setentiiie dle- 
tlmvy. Qradu 

XMcureon, belonging to tbe doctrine or philosophy of Epiconxa ; acoora- 

^ing to which manls duty and happineea are made to consist in rem- 
aonable indulgence; il baa become descriptive of refined luxury. 

MniMtvri an kna^ary great circle, equally distant (him both pdes, mm- 
founding the globe ilrom east to west, and dividing it into the N^orfh- 
jfgf^ and Boothem hemiapherea. On maps the degrees of langitudB 
vn marked on U. flrou 1 to 180 east and west of the Orat. meridiaa. 
It la by way o( distinctiim called the Limb. JLatin. 

jB|indutan<,ateqaaldMancea. Latin. , . ™. ^. 

MtuUibriumt exaotness of balance or counterpoise. Latm. TIw ab/a- 
tiTe fhtU the pieposiiion is adopted into our language, in equilOrio^ 
to express perfectness of equality in opposed weights. 

JBra^Mw, the equalimion of day and night which takes place twiee 
]«rery yav, llie Slat of March and tbe 9l8t of September, when the 
gun, In-his alternate progress flrom north to south, and from atmttk tt> 
noitb, paases directly over the equator, which is likewise, Ibr tidi 
leaaon, frequently deuomiuated the Equinoctial Line. Ladn. 

XrOt an impmiant event or period of time. Latin. 

jEhidiiioii, exlensive.apd profound ieaining. -Latin. 

JRk«r, the most subtile and attenuated of all fluids. Greek. 

i^MqMration, the aet of flying off In fumes or vapour. 

i&rftflfntjfffi, a v^oird of tbe same import with the preceding ; evaporatioii 
may be conaidered as the cauae, Jind exhalation as the eflbet. 
Latin. 

EapansiMitVy capability of being spread out, and of occapying a larger 
space. Luin. 

Sxperiment, a practical trial made to ascertain any fbct. Latin. 

figUmsiqn^ apaoe over which matter ia diffused; size, magniMda. 
Latin. 

EiBtrantQUU, .not belqnging to. Ijatin. 

F. 

JMuMy a meaanre of length containing aiz feet. Saxon. 

Fiin^ a amall thread. In anatomy, fibres are long, slender, wbiti^h 

filaments, variously interwoven, which form the solid parts of an 

animal body. X^tin. 
lyihf in mpsic, one of .the harmonic intervals or concords, and tlie third 

in respect of harmony, or agroeableness to the ear. It is so called 

because' it ^ntains five tones or sounds between its extremes. See 

TOl. i. Je|L. viL 
FUanunt^ tbe nime with^dre. Latin; 
^uid^ consiating of parte easily moveable among each other, as melted 

metals, water, air. Latin, 
"^i in geofrapby, tbe rising of the tide. ;Latin. 
<fV)CK> in optics, the little circle in which raya <^ light are colleetefl, 
^Ver afler passing through a glass, or on bdng thrown back flrom 
f^ Rector, and where they exert their greatest power of boning. 

'formula, a^ or prescribed standard: a scheme lor aolving matba- 
__"'*~^Sl algebraical questions. Latin. 
^Viffe,inmtt8fcji,^51y^inojs)oiiionto^j»«mo^i(»fUy. Latia. 
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Wtmrtkf in nrasic, one of the hannonic intervals, and the foorth in i#> 
■pect of agreeablenees to the ear. It ooosists oT two aoande blended 
in the proportion of 4 to 3 ; that is, of sounds produced by chords 
whose lengths are in the proportion of 4 to 3. See vol. i. lee. vL 
and vii. 

FrieHorij the act of rubbing one body against another. liStia. 

FusaUf that may be melted. ■ Latin. 

.G. 

Gomuf, the scale Of musical notes. Italian. 

Genusi kind, general clafte eonraiuing several species, which again con- 

Uin many individuals. Thus, dog is a genus, 'greyhound is • 

species, wnd Ugtiifoot tm individual. Latin. The plural is feiuro. 
Geography, a description of the earth. Greek. 
Oeometry, the science of quamuy. magnitude or ertension ahstncflt 

considered. Greek. 
Olaucous, azure-coloured. Greek. 

GMnde, small globe ; little particles of a spherical fbrm. Latin. 
Gradation, regular progress fh>m one step to another. Latin. 
Qravity, weight ; in the system of the universe, that prtncipte in ill 

bodies which attracts them towards each other. Latin. 
Onfove, a channel out out in a hard body with a tool, llttoi to aiiodMr 

body which is designed to move in it. 

H. 

Harmony, in music, a combination of sounds perfectly adapted to each 
other, so as to produce a pleasing effect on the ear. Greek. 

Hemisphere, one-half of a giobe. Greek. 

Heterogeneous, composed of dissimilar or discordant parts : it is the 
opposite of homogeneouSf which signifies, composed of things sim- 
ilar. Greek. 

Horizon, the line which terminates the view. In geography, an imagl- 
nany circle encompassing the globe, and dividing it into the upper 
and nnder hemispheres. To a person placed' at either of Uie poles 
the equator would be the real horizon. The sensible horizon is the 
circle visibly surrounding us, where the sky and the«wrth apjiear to 
meet. Greek. 

Humidity, moisture. Latin. 

Hydrography, a description of that part of our globe which eon^siM of 
water. Greek. 

Hypothesis, a proposition or doctrine supposed to be true, bat not yst 
' confirmed by irresistible argiuient or satisfying ezfeiiment Gnek. 

I. 

liMlist, n kind of philosopher, who denies the ezistenee of matter, tad 
reduces every thing to idea or mental image. Greek. 

inimitable, what admits of no bound. Latin. 

Illumination, the act of difihsing light Latin. * 

Illusion, what deceives by a false appearance. Latin. 

Immaterial, in philosophy, not consisting of body or matter. Latin. 

Immersion, in astronomy, the disappearance of a celestial bo4y by the 
interception of iu light by another body. Latin. 
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ftyMiiriniflfty,tfMt prapntyofall todfM.in virfiie of wbMi notw 

em oeenpy iht mne spsM tt the nme tiiM. LatiD. 
IniwMoii, tlM affanoy of one body in roodon upon another. Latin. 
MmftUiMitft the quality of hedig charged npoo, or ascribed -onto. 

Latin. 
iiteidencer tbe direeOon In which one body fUIe upon or strikes another : 

and the angle formed by that line and the plane etnzck upon is called 

the angle of incidence. Latin. 
JMes, the fbre-flnger ; any instnmienc that points out or inrfifl s f 

Latin. 

JttdMdualt one •q)aratet distinctf undiTided whole. 

imartiOj that qoaliqr of bodies in Tirtne of which they «» dispond is 

eootinne in a state of reet when at rest, or of niotion when in n^ 

tion ; and which can be overcome only by s power not in Qm «ody 

itself. Latin, 
iilfbutgy bonndlessnesa, appUed equally to space, nnrober, and dnratian ; 

tn it^finitumy withont limit, without end. Latin. 
fi^Ueti&Hj the act of bending or turning. -Latin. 
Jnkerenit naturally belonging to, and inseparable ftom. Latin. 
HUeUeciua^ rdatiag to tlie understanding, mental. Latin. 
Jktmuiiy, the stue of being stretched, heightened, afibcted to a rmf 

high d^ree. Latin. 
JWercnCion, the cutting off or obstruction of commnnlfafian Latin. 
A|f«rWa, mutually to cut or divide. Latin. 
ihlersttee, the space between one thing and another. 
Jnveraef liaving changed places, indirect, turned npside down. LtilB. 
Aia, the circle round the pupil of the eye. Latin. 

iiobpintht mu/9t inextricable difficulty or perplexity. Latin. 

Lt t it u i t t in geograpbv, distance of places fh)m the equator measorad 
on the meridian, Ip degrees and minutes. The degree contaiivi 
about 00 English miles, and a minute is the sixtieth part of a de> 

KBS. The highest possible degree of latitude is at the poles, each 
ing 90 degrees from the equator. Latin. 
£ens, a glass for assisting vision, or deriving fire fttxn the oallectad 

rays of the sun. 
JUntietdary having the form of a lens. 
/icveZ, being, at the same height in all parts. Saxon. 
JUttraHy the learned ; the plural of the Latin word Uteraius, a leanMd 

man. 
iKefic, the art of right reasoning, for the purpose of investigating and 

oommanleating useftil truth. Greek. 
Longitude^ in geography, the angle which is formed by the meridian of 

any place and the first meridiaq, measured in degrees and minatea 

on the equator. Latin. 
iamar tide, the ilowing and ebbing of the tide relatively to the moon. 

Lattai. 
fyfmfkatiG veaaels, slender transparent tubes through which lympki or 

a clear oalourless fluid, is conveyed. 

Uagnet, or ZoAirtone, an ore of iron which attracta iron and steel, and 
jlivss polarity to a needle. Art has been enabled, by means of bare 
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df stMl, saccMBflilly to unicate tbe natural masoetorlotchrtoiia. 
. Latin. 
MagnituiUy greatness, balk, extension. Latin. 
ifanicAeon, oneofasect wbo maintained the existence of asapremdefSt' 

spirit, 
ifajor, in logic, the flrst proposition of a syllogism, containing soniA. 

general assertion or denial ; as, all men are morul ; no man is per- 
fect. Latin. 
Materialist^ one who denies the existence of spiritual substances^ 

Latin. 
Mathematics^ the science which has for its ot^ect every thing capable of 

being measured or numbered. Greek. 
Mswh or Medium^ in physics, that which intervenes between one sub- 

stance and another ; in logic, an intermediate proposition employed' 

to lead to a fhir and just conclusion. Latin. 
JUecAoreics, the geometry of motion ; the science of constructing iholring 

machinery. Clreek. 
Membraney a web of various fibres interwoven, for wrapping up certain 

parts of vegetable and animal bodies. Latin. 
Meniscus lens, in optics, a glass which is convex on one snrfhce, and 

concave on the other, the two surfaces approaching at the edges. 
Mephttesj poisonous, ill-scented vapour. Latin. 
Mercury^ the chymical name of the fluid commonly called quicksilver. 
Meridian, in geography, a great circle encompassing the globd in the 

direction of South and North, and dividing it into eastern -and 

western hemispheres. Ttie degrees of latitude, from the equator te 

both poles, are marked on this circle. Every spot of the glote 

comes to its meridian once in every twenty-four hours, that is, has 

its instant of noon. Latin. 
Metaphysicsy otherwise cailed Ontology, the science of the affections of 

beings in general. It employs abstract reasoning. See Abstrcut. 

Greek. 
Meteorology t the science of meteoht, that is, of bodies floating In the aifi 

and quickly passing away. . Greek. 
Microscopet an optical instrument, which, By means of a greatly-mag- 

nifVing glass, renders distinctly Visible objects too lAinaie for tlia 

unassisted eye. Greelt. 
MtnoTf in logic, the second, or particular proposition of a syllogiMn ; for 

•sample, in this syllogism,— 

All men are mortal : 
But, The king is a man ; 
Therefore, The king is mortal. 

the first proposition, " All men are mortal," is the nu^ ; the eeeond, 

*' The king is a man," is the minor; and these two are called the 

premises ; the third, " the king is mortal," is the conclusion, Latin. 
Mobiiityf easiness of being moved. Latin. 
Jtfode, in logic, particular form or structure of argument. Lathi. 
Monad, n minute panicle of matter which admits of no fonher flObdi* 

,,yision. Oreelc. 
Mjpiocfiordy a musical instrument of one stiing. Graeic 
Myops^, short-sighted. Greek. 

ri. 

Nisdtr, the point in the hesvene direotly undir flMt AltMik 
NtmgtMont'tllM art of eailing. Litin. 
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fSSSSrS^i wSaentatioiiSr any thte« fi»««A 1^7 ^ 



OW«rffM leM, to opttM, tlitt gla» of a tttowave wMdi ta tim 

ohiBCt or tUoc looked at. Laun. 
0«ir^««»SSt noi perpendiculw, not pa«^^^^ ^ 

OeemlL aocret, unknown, nndtacoyeraWe. Latin^^ 

oS»«, trmSslc, a re«ilar succeaaion of nocea from one to aJAt ; the 
^jlrst and the eifhtE having tbe aane name and emitting Oa aana 

aound* JLattn* 
Ocular lena, In optica, QM glaaa of a teliMOope wUch ia applied to tha 

aye. Latin. _ . 

Opaque, tmpervioaa to the raya of light, not tranaparent. Latin. 
Ctotics, the acienoe of the nature and laws of viaion, or eight. Greek. 
Orb, aphere, heavenly globular body. Latin. 
Orbit, ue circular path in which a planet movea round the aun or anocber 

iriaoet. Latin. 
OteuUUunit alternate moving backward and forvrard, like thependaliim 

of a dock. Laiiik 



Pandit^t a tenet which exceeda or contradlcta received optnioo ; 

tion contrary to appearance. Greek. 
Parallel linea. In geometry, linea which through the whole of their length 

maintain tbe aame distance. They are tbe oppoeite of convergerU 

wnAdioergerU. Latin. 
Paro/Wwwi, auie of being pamllel. ., ^ . .vi . 

ParaUelagrami a geometrical figure of four aidea, having thla propeny, 

tliai the opposite sides are equal and parallel, and the oi^Kiaito 

angles equal. . Greek. . 
Prf/wejd, transmitting the rays of light, tranaparent Latm. 

Pendulum, a body suspended so as to swing backwards and forwana 
without obstruction. A pendulum is generally used for measttring^ 
time ; the great perfection of such an instrumeot is, that every 
vibration or swing shall be performed in exactly the aame qnao- 
tity of time. Latin. . 

Perception, the power of perceiving, knowledge, conscionaoeas. LMin. 

PermeobU, susceptible of being passed through. Latin. 

Perpendicular, in geometry, one line standing on another, or on a nen- 
aontaJ plane, without tiie sltghtest inclination to one aide or the 
oil»er,andlbrming right-angles with the horizontal line pr plane-. 
Latin. 

Phalanx, a military force doaely imbodied. Latin. 

Phofis, appearance presenied by the changes of a heavenly body, -pa*, 
ticularly those of the moon. The plural pkasat is adopted in our 
language. CJreek and Latin. 

Phennmewm, stiiking appearance in nature. The plural pkenotMna la 
in common use. Greek. 

P4t2M<fpAy,knowMg»'jaataral or laondi ajBtan to cw ra a gondnn ce to 
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vfhich important traths are explained ; aead^eal conrse of science. 

Greek. 
Pky»ic8y the setence of patore, nattiret philosoplij. Oraek. 
Piano, In musiic, soflly, delicately, opposite to ftv-te. ItHiian. 
Piston, the moveable circular eubmance fitted to tbe cavity of a tube,'— 

such as a pump or syFinge,-^for the purpose of soetion, expal8lOD» 

or condensirig of tlaide. French. 
Planet, a wandering: star ; those heavenly bodies, our globe being one, 

which |)erform their courses round the sun are called planets. Greets. 
Plano'corwavtey in optics, a g;las8 which has one suiface plane, and the 

other hollow. I^atin. ^ 
Planoconvex, an optical glass which has one surfhce i^ane, and the 

' other raised. Laiin. 
PlenuTh, space filled with substance. Latin. 
Ptumh-line, a weight appended to a string, for the purpose of aseertidB- 

ing perpendicularity. 
Polar Circles, circles parallel te the equator and the tit>pic8, at Ihe dis- 
tance of twenty-three degrees and a half each from its^reapecdfie 

pole. Latin> 
Polarity, tendency towards the pole. Latin. 
Polygon, a figure having many sides and angles. Greek. 
Polytheism, the doctrine of a plurality of gods. Greek. 
Porous, Hill of small minute spaces. Greek. 
Preshytes, far-sighted. Greek. 
Prescience, foreknowledge. Latin. 
Predicate, in logic, what is affirmed of the subject, as, man is rational. 

Latin. 
Predilection, preference given fVom preconceived affection. Latin. 
Pre-established Harmony, the metaphysical doctrine of an original 

adaptation of mind to matter, by a creative act of the Supreme 

Will, ill virtue of which every human action is perfbrmed. 
Prism, a triangular optical instrumeni of glass, contrived for the purpose 

of making experiments with the rays of light. Greek. 
Problem, a proposition announcing something to be first peribrmed, and 

then demonstrated. Greek. 
Proboscis, Che snout or trunk of ari elephant or other animal. Latin. 
Prominent, Jutting out, projecting ibrward. Latin. 
Proposition, a point advanced or affirmed with a view to proof. Latin. 
Proximity, nearness. Latin. 

Pupil, in optics, the apple or central opening of the eye. Latin. 
Pyrometer, a machine contrived to ascertain the degree of the expansioii 

of solid bodies by the force of fire. Greek. 
PyrrhonUttt a universal doubter and unbeliever ; derived flrom Pyrrbus. 

Q. 

Quadrant, the fourth part of a circle ; an instrument of that form, con- 
trived to measure altitudes and distances of celestial bodies. Latin. 

QiiadrilatercU, consisting of four sides. Latin. 

Quotient, in arithmetic, the number resulting fVom the division of two 
numbers which measure each other. Thus, on dividing 36 by 4 we 
have a quotient of 9. 

Vol. II. 
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R. 

Xfltftet, In CnglMi my, « acralflit Um drawn fttm tbe centra of a etrcte 

or spliflre to thi dreamfereoee. Tlie pluml radii is in oae. Ltein. 

Bsr^aetimit the readerinf of a anbataBce thinaor, more traiUipBrHU; it 

IS ibe oppodte of eoadoDntioo. Latin. 
JtatiOf proportion. Latin. 

Ratioeinationt a proeeaa of reaMmiuf , a dednetioa of fkir eoaeiiuloas 
fhrn admittea premiaw. Latin. 
* Keetpun/, that wUch receives and cootaina. Latin. 
ReetproeaU^t maiually, inierchanKeably. Latin. 
BsUangular. oNitaining one or moira rifht-anglas. Ai4gltt-ai«lo cob- 

Bists of M degreea. 
ReetUinear. oontiating of etraifht lines. Latin. 
Rf/Uetion^ in catoptrics, the aendinf back of tlie rays of light flnxn an 

opaque aurflioe. Latin. 
Rffiua^ the ebiiinf , or flowing back of the tide. Latin. 
Rjffraetiont in dioptrics, tbe deTiatioo of a ray <tf lifrht on paaalnf ob- 
liquely ftom one medium into another of a diflfarant density, as 
Aom air into water or glass. Latiu. 
R^rvngibilUy^ diapoaitioo to leave the direct oonrae, capability of beiDg 

broken or reflracted. Latin. 
R^angent medium, that which alters or breaks off the coarse of rays. 

Latin. 
Jtofixnueencf, the power of recollection, memory. Latin. 
JZcpuMon, tbe act or power of driving back. Latin. 
Ruinous^ consisting of, or aimilar to, resin, a principle contained in oeT" 

tain vegetables. Latin. 
JUfonofice, aound repeated. Latin. 
Rufivration^ the act of breathing. Latin. 
Reticulated^ formed like a net. Latin. 

JlUCma, the delicate net-like membrane at the bottom of the eye, on whidi 
are painted the images of the objects which we contemplate. Lada. 
JMrogrode, moving in a backvrard direction. Latin. 
Revet^eratioHt tbe act of beating or driWog back. Latin. 
Aevery, looae^ wild, irregular meditation. 

S. 

iiattilUe, an inferior attendant planet rerolvtng round a greater. LattiL 

^Se^Upelf a surgical disseeting-knife. Latin. 

Science^ knowledge : grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, mnsic, geom- 
etry, astronomy, have been sryled the seven liberal arts. 

Stftnent, in geometry, pan of a circle formed by a straight line drawn 
fh>m one extremity of any are to the other, and the part of the cir- 
cumference which oonsiitutea that are. The straight line is de- 
nominated the chord of the arc, (torn its resemblance to a bowstring. 

SemieircUf the half of a circle ; the segment formed by the diameter as 
tbe chord, and one-half the circumference as the arc. Latin. 

Semitone, in music, half a tone, the least of all intervals admitted into 
modern musie. The semitone major is the difference between the 
greater third and the fourth ; its relation is as 15 to 16. The semi* 
tone minor is the diffbrence between the greater third and the 
third, and its relation is as 34 to 85. Latin. 

StH99tion, pereeption by means of the ■enaes. Lalin» 
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Smu, reffolar, settled, proportional order of promssioB, ae, in nnm- 

\)tn,9, 18, 97, 36, 45, 54, 63, are in a aeries. The word is the same 

sinfttlar and pluriU. Latin. 
Seifentkf iii music, the ii\Terted discordant interval of the second, called 

by the ancieiits Heptachordoriy because it is formed of seven sounds. 

There are four sorts of the seventh, of which the following are the 

Koporcions : as 5 to 9, as 8 to 15, as 75 to 128, as 81 to 160. It is 
irsh and unharmonious. 

Solar tide, the flux and reflux of the tide relatively to the sun. Latin. 

SoltUUm, demonstration, clearing up of intricacy or difficulty. Latin. 

Sonomuy emitting loud or shrill sounds. Latin. 

Species^ kind, sort, das*. See Genus. It is the same in singular and 
plural. Latin. 

Spectrumy an image, a visible form. Latin. 

^liere^ globe. Greek. 

Spl^eroidy approaching to the form of a sphere. If lengthened. It is 
called a prolate^ if flattened, an oMate spheroid. Greek. 

Spiritualf not consisting of, but distinct (h>m, matter or body. Latin. 

Sublinut elevated in place. In cbymistry, raised by the force of fire. 
Latin. 

Sybterfuge^ a paltry escape or evasion. Latin. 

SubterraneotUy under the surikce of the ground. Latin. 

Subtile^ thin, not dense, not gross. Latin. 

Superjieial^ external, extended along the sorftce. Latin. 

SupematunUi what is above or beyond the ordinary course of nature. 
Latin. 

Surfaeet in geometry, length and breadth without thickness. 

SyUogism^ in logic, an argument consisting of three propositions. For 
example. Every virtue Is commendable j honesty is a virtue ; there- 
fore honesty is commendable. Hee Major and Minor. Greek. 

System^ a scheme of combination and arrangement, which reduces many 
things to a regular connexion, dependence, and coKiperation. Greek. 

T. 

T\mfenty in geometry, a straight line touching a circle externally in a 

single point.s Latin. 
TeUtcope^ an optical instrument designed, by the magnifying power of 

glasses, to represent distant bodies as much nearer. Greek. 
Temperament^ state of body or mind as produced by, or depending upon, 

the predominancy of a particular quality. Latin. 
TVfwum, the state of being stretched out, wound up, distended. Latin 
Tenuity, thinness, delicate fineness. Latin. 
Termt descriptive name or phrase, component part, condition. Latin. 
Terra/fueotiSy consisting of land and water. Latin. 
Tlteologyt systematic divinity. Greek. 
Tkeoremy a proposition announced for demonstration. Greek. 
Theory^ a doctrine contem{ilated and conceived in the mind, but not yet 

confirmed by irresistible argument or satisfying ejiiieriment. Greek. 
Thermometer^ an instrument contrived to measure the heat of the air or 

other bo^y by means of the rising or fUling of a fluid in a glass^ 

Greek. 
Thirds in music, the first of the two imperfect concords, so called because 

its interval is always composed of two degrees or three diatonio 

■oands. The tiene m^joTi or greater tliird, is represaoted in nam- 
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ben by th« nlkiof 4 to 5; ind tbe I<sner by the relation of 5 to 
8m Tol. I. let. tI. and vil. 

TUe, tbe alternate riainx and rallincortbe wtter in riren and alone tl* 
■borea or ibe aea. saxon and Doicb. 

TVfM, in moake, tbe defrae of elevation wbich tbe roi^ assnmes, and to 
wbicb Inatminenta are adapted, in order to tbe bamnonioua exeeii!- 
tion of a moaieal contpostiion ; a pitch-pipe. Latin and Greek. 

"Dransit^ in aatronomy, the paaaing oT one heavenly body over Che diaik 
of another. Latin. 

TVofurmtarion, tbe aendiog of one body or sabstanoe throogh or to an- 
other. I^tin. 

Traruportnt, clear, permrable to li«bt, aa air, water, glass. Latia. 

TBtansirerse, in a crom dirrciinn. Latin. 

Triangle, a geometrical figure conaisting of three aides and three an^c& 
Latin. 

T^i^e, a pipe, a long hollow body. Latin. . . 

Tuniekt a aoiaU coat or covering. Latin. 

UZtimaCe, final, beyond which there is no (hrtber progress. Latla. 
Vniaon, emission orthe same or harmonioun sounds. Latin. 
UnteiuAUt what cannot be maintained or supported. 

V, 

Vaemtm^ empty spaee. Latin. 

Foive, a door, a moveable membrane in the vessels of an animal bodyr 

and imitated by art in the constnjr:tion of various nuncbines, which < 

opens for giving passage to fluids in one direction, bat shota tv 
oppose their return through the same passage. Latin. ■ \ 

Velocity ^ speed, swidncss of motion. Latin. 

F«rftca/, perpendicular, u^h-ight. Vertical anij^Ies, in geometry, are 

those formed by the- intersection of two straight lines, in whatever i 

direction, making four in all at the point of intersectiOQ, and of • 
which the opjiosite two and two are equal. Latin. 

Yibration^ motion backwards and forwards. Latin. 

ViguaL, relating to vision or sight, belonging to the eye. Latin. 

VitreouMy composed of* or resembling glass. Latin. 

Ywid^ lively, brisk, sprightly. Latin. 

w. 

WtMtnfy gradual diminution of apparent magnitude and light. Baxon. 
Waxing, gradual increase of apparent magnitude and light, paiticQlaily 

of the moon. Saxon and Danish. 
Wind-gun, a gnn which Ibrcibly emits a ball by means of oompreaaod 

air or Wind. 

Z. 

Zenithy the point in the heavens exactly ever-head ; the o|^;MMite of 
Nadir. 
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